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Executive Summary  
 
 
The purpose of this research report is to provide a comprehensive and in -depth 
analysis of the organization and impact of the Muslim Brotherhood network in 
Canada. Over a period of decades, Brotherhood-affiliated organizations have 
managed to develop legitimate ties and wield considerable influence within 
�����)�������è�.�����$�1�$�'�Û����������� �(�$���Û�����)�����+�*�'�$�/�$�����'���.�+�#� �-� �.�Ú���
�)�������)�������Û�����-���)���#� �.���*�!��
organizations that have previously been found to be supporting terror organizations 
such as Hamas continue to operate with impunity, often after rebranding 
themselves. The report also assesses the impact that these developments have had 
on Canadian university campuses, with a particular focus on McGill University, 
Concordia University, the University of Toronto, and York University.  
 
Despite historically maintaining strong ties with Israel and supporting it on the 
international stage as a matter of bipartisan policy, the current Canadian 
government has engaged in divisive rhetoric and unprecedented levels of criticism 
against Israel. At the same time, as revealed in this report, the government has 
consistently provided financial and political support to organizations and entities 
that have proven ties to the Muslim Brotherhood and other terrorist organizations, 
often to the tune of mill ions of dollars per year. This support has continued over 
time, despite official inquiries and audits proving the existence of their links to 
extremist groups.  
 
The report also highlights another disturbing trend, namely the unregulated flow of 
foreign charitable donations to Canadian Islamic centers, specifically from Qatar. 
These donations, which amount to millions of dollars, originate with state -owned 
organizations, such as Qatar Charity and Eid Charity, that have proven connections 
to terrorist entities such as the so-called Union of Good, a known Hamas 
fundraising vehicle. In Canada, the beneficiaries of these donations include Islamic 
centers that promote ra dical Islamist, antisemitic, and anti -Western rhetoric within 
their communities.  
 
Canada has also stood out over the past year for the rampant anti-Israel and 
antisemitic activity on its university campuses. Like their US counterparts, 
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Canadian universities found themselves overrun by pro -Palestinian protests and 
encampments in the spring and summer of 2024. It must be emphasized that these 
demonstrations were particularly alarming not because they criticized Israel but 
because they were dominated from the very outset �ófrom the day after October 7 in 
fact�óby physical and verbal attacks against Jewish students and Jewish campus 
organizations, the utter failure of students and faculty members to condemn the 
atrocities perpetrated by Hamas wh ile falsely accusing Israel of genocide, 
hypocritical calls for an immediate ceasefire that ignored the plight of the Israeli 
hostages, and the widespread use of antisemitic images and rhetoric, including the 
�$�)�!���(�*�0�.���é���-�*�(���/�#� ���-�$�1� �-���/�*���/�#� ���.� ���ê���.�'�*�"���)�Û���2�#ich advocates the erasure of Israel. 
 
The report not only describes the historical context that allowed such radical 
ideologies and actions to manifest across campuses, but also provides an in-depth 
analysis of the organizations�óboth on and off campus �óthat enabled and supported 
them. Crucially , the report also analyzes the extent to which the protests were not just 
a student-led phenomenon but the deliberate machinations of a well -organized and 
well -funded consortium of anti -Western interests with ties to Russia, China, and Iran.  
 
The objective of this report is to provide an accurate and comprehensive assessment 
of the radical Islamist landscape in Canada that is sufficiently compelling to ensure 
that the relevant authorities finally pay proper attention to this phenomenon and 
take the necessary action to counteract it. The outward legitimacy of Islamic centers 
in Canada and their professed disconnect from dangerous foreign entities with 
terrorist ties have contributed to the current state of affairs. Insufficient attention 
and resources have been devoted to the meaningful investigation of the depths of 
these connections, due in no small part to a lack of political will. This has now 
become a major national security issue that requires serious scrutiny. Anything else 
�2�*�0�'�����!�0�-�/�#� �-�������(���"� �������)�������è�.�����*�(� �.�/�$�� resilience and international legitimacy.  
 
 

Key Findings  
 

General  
 
�÷ Canada is a hub for Muslim Brotherhood -affiliated organizations that are 

exerting significant influence in Canadian civil society, academia, politics, and 
government.  

�÷ The Canadian government has provided millions of dollars in funding to 
organizations with verified ties to extremist entities, including Hamas.  

�÷ Foreign donations, particularly from Qatar, continue to fund Islamic centers in 
Canada that have ties to terrorism and radical ideology.  
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University Campuses  
 
�÷ Canadian universities, in particular McGill, Concordia, University of Toronto, 

and York, are epicenters of anti -Israel and antisemitic activity, especially since 
October 7, 2023. 

�÷ Anti -Israel protests have included physical and verbal attacks against Jewish 
students and faculty and the glorification of Hamas terrorism, as well as the 
widespread use of antisemitic rhetoric and classic antisemitic tropes.  

�÷ These protests are not grassroots acts but are supported and in some cases led by 
well -funded networks with ties to Russia, China, and Iran.  
 

Muslim Organizations with Links to Islamist Ideology  
 
Muslim Association of Canada (MAC)  
�÷ Has received millions of dollars in funding from Qatar Charity, which has been 

tied to Hamas and al-Qaeda. 
�÷ Was audited by the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) for its ties to the Muslim 

Brotherhood and for advancing its presence in Canada through deceptive 
fundraising activities, such as hiding or obfuscating donor identities.  

�÷ Has provided funding to IRFAN -Canada, a proscribed terrorist entity.  
 
National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM)  
�÷ Formerly known as CAIR-CAN, with proven links to CAIR USA, which has been 

tied to Hamas. 
�÷ �	���.��� �)�"���"� �����$�)���é�'���2�!���-� �ê���/�*���.�0�+�+�-� �.�.��criticism, including a lawsuit against 

former Prime Minister Stephen Harper for a statement linking the group to 
Hamas. 

 
Islamic Relief Canada (IRC)  
�÷ Has donated tens of millions of dollars to parent -organization Islamic Relief 

Worldwide, a group linked to Hamas.  
�÷ Its leadership has included individuals with direct ties to the Muslim 

Brotherhood and Hamas-aligned organizations.  
 
IRFAN-Canada 
�÷ Officially designated as a terrorist organization by Canada in 2014. 
�÷ Has transferred approximately C$14.6 million to Hamas -linked entities.  
 
Arab Medical Union and ISNA -Canada 
�÷ Muslim Brotherhood -linked organizations that continue to operate in Canada 

despite being previously audited or penalized for links to the Muslim 
Brotherhood and terrorist groups such as Hamas.  
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�ª�•�N�•�8�|�@���X���Ô�ü�V�º���¬�º 
 
�÷ Qatar has used a multi-pronged strategy to expand its influence in Canada, 

namely through:  
�ò academic partnerships (McGill, Concordia, York, U  of T, etc.); 
�ò funding Islamic centers that promote extremist or antisemitic rhetoric; and  
�ò � �)� �-�"�4���.� ���/�*�-���$�)�1� �.�/�(� �)�/�.���/�#���/���#���1� ���$�)���-� ���.� ���������/���-�è�.��� ���*�)�*�(�$�������)�����.�/�-���/� �"�$����

leverage. 
�÷ Organizations like Qatar Charity and Eid Charity have provided millions of 

dollars in funding to Canadian Islamic institutions, many of which are under 
scrutiny for terrorist affiliations.  

 

Student Organizations  
 
SPHR (Solidarity/Students for Palestinian Human Rights)  
�÷ Has glorified the October 7 Hamas attack on Israel ���.���é�#� �-�*�$���Ú�ê 
�÷ Has led violent, antisemitic protests on Canadian campuses, including outside 

Jewish community and student centers.  
 
���0�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)���ù�������ú 
�÷ Founded by Muslim Brotherhood members.  
�÷ Has actively disseminated Muslim Brotherhood ideology on Canadian campuses 

since the 1960s.  
�÷ This ideology, which is antisemitic and antidemocratic, contravenes Canadian 

law. 
 

Samidoun Canada  
 
�÷ Has been instrumental in coordinating campus protests since October 7, 2023.  
�÷ Closely tied to the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), which 

has been a listed terror group in Canada since 2003. 
�÷ ��� �.�$�"�)���/� �������4���/�#� �����������)���������)�����������.�������é�.�#���(�����#���-�$�/�4�ê���/�#���/���-���$�.� �.���!�0�)���.���!�*�-���/�#� ��

PFLP and listed as a terrorist entity under the Canadian Criminal Code in 2024.  
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Introduction  
 
 
The atrocities perpetrated by Hamas on October 7, 2023, sent shockwaves 
throughout the world. The barbaric attacks against Israeli civilians and 
communities, filmed and shared proudly by the terrorists themselves, precipitated 
a new reality, with the effects felt far beyond the Middle East. Amo ng the most 
noticeable and disturbing consequences of the brutal Hamas attacks is the fact that, 
almost immediately, the world began witnessing displays of overt antisemitism, the 
likes of which have not been seen since the Second World War. The initial support 
and solidarity conveyed by world leaders and communities was tragically short -
lived and was quickly replaced by large -�.�����'� ���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�����"���$�)�.�/���/�#� ���2�*�-�'���è�.���*�)�'�4��
Jewish state. Before Israel even started its ground operation in Gaza, there was 
already widespread condemnation of its targeted strikes against Hamas. 
Governments and international organizations insisted that Israel exercise 
maximum restraint under the most challenging urban warfare conditions, while 
�!���$�'�$�)�"���/�*�������&�)�*�2�'� ���"� ���	���(���.�è�.���'�*�)�"-held strategy of embedding itself among the 
civilian population of Gaza, using innocent civilians as human shields to maximize 
collateral damage and global outrage against Israel. 
 
Among Western democratic nations, Canada has arguably been one of the more 
vocal critics of Israel this past year. Despite historically maintaining strong, resilient 
ties with Israel and supporting it on the international stage as a matter of bipartisan 
policy, the Liberal  government has engaged in largely divisive rhetoric and 
�0�)�+�-� ��� ��� �)�/� �����'� �1� �'�.���*�!�����-�$�/�$���$�.�(�����"���$�)�.�/���
�.�-��� �'�Ú�����$�1� �)�������)�������è�.���#�$�.�/�*�-�$�����'�'�4���.�/���0�)���#��
support of Israel, this has raised many questions as to what has contributed to such 
a sudden and radical shift in official policy and popular attitudes toward Israel. 
What this report seeks to uncover is a crucial contributing factor in this dynamic, 
namely the presence, influence, and impact of the Muslim Brotherhood network in 
Canada. 
 
For decades, organizations affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood, of which Hamas 
is also an adherent, have managed to embed themselves at all levels of Canadian 
society. Groups presenting themselves as charitable or humanitarian organizations, 
such as the International Relief Fund for the Afflicted and the Needy (IRFAN -
Canada), were discovered to have provided millions of dollars in support to Hamas 
and were subsequently placed on a government list of proscribed terrorist entities. 
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More recently, the Muslim Association of Canada (MAC), one of the largest Muslim 
charities in the country, has been the subject of a Canada Revenue Agency audit 
pertaining to its affiliation with, and advancement of the Muslim Brotherhood. 
However, other o rganizations continue to operate, rebranded and unimpeded, 
despite proven associations with radical Islamist entities, and enjoy substantial 
�!� ��� �-���'���!�0�)���$�)�"���$�)���/�#� ���+�-�*��� �.�.�Ú�����0�-�/�#� �-���$�)�,�0�$�-�4���$�)�/�*���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���è�.��
presence in Canada reveals a large, interconnected, and well -funded network of 
organizations that claim to promote charity, education, and social welfare ideals but 
in practice preach dangerous antisemitic, anti -Israel, and anti -Canadian ideologies 
whose impact is being increasingly felt nati onwide.  
 
Lorenzo Vidino, an expert on the Muslim Brotherhood who specializes in Islamism 
���)�����+�*�'�$�/�$�����'���1�$�*�'� �)��� �Û���2���-�)� �����*�!���/�#� �����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���è�.���$�(�+�����/���$�)�������)���������2�#� �)��
�.�+� ���&�$�)�"����� �!�*�-� ���/�#� �������)�����$���)����� �)���/� �è�.�������/�$�*�)���'����� ���0�-�$�/�4�����*�(�(�$�/�/� � ���$�)���¨�¦�§�«�Ú��
Summarizing its goals, Vidi no, who serves as the director of the Program on 
���3�/�-� �(�$�.�(�����/���/�#� ����� �*�-�"� �������.�#�$�)�"�/�*�)�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�Û��� �3�+�'���$�)� �����/�#���/���é�/�#� �4�������.�$�����'�'�4�����$�(��
to be the gatekeepers to the Muslim communities, that whenever politicians, 
governments or the media try to get the Muslim vo ice, if there were such a thing, 
they would go through them, sort of the self -appointed leaders of the Muslim 
���*�(�(�0�)�$�/�$� �.�Ú�ê1 This is a disturbing reality, especially given the current political and 
social climate in Canada. 
 
Significantly, recent revelations from France further highlight the risk posed by the 
Muslim Brotherhood. A recent government report  on the Muslim Brotherhood in 
France, prepared by senior civil servants and presented to President Emmanuel 
�������-�*�)���*�)�������4���¨�§�Û���¨�¦�¨�«�Û���!�*�0�)�����/�#���/���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*�����$�.�������ç�é�/�#�-� ���/���/�*���)���/�$�*�)���'��
���*�#� �.�$�*�)�ê���$�)�����-���)��� �Û���2�$�/�#�������/�$�*�)���)� � ���$�)�"���/�*����� ���/���&� �)���/�*���.�/�*�+���/�#�  �.�+�-� �������*�!���é�+�*�'�$�/�$�����'��
�
�.�'���(�$�.�(�Ú�ê2 ���#� ���.� �-�$�*�0�.�)� �.�.���*�!���/�#� ���-� �+�*�-�/�è�.���!�$�)���$�)�"�.���+�-�*�(�+�/� �����������-�*�)���/�*�����*�)�1� �)� ��
his security cabinet and request they develop new proposals to address these issues 
by early June.3 
 
These facts are all the more concerning considering that Canada has a long-standing 
history of serving as a logistical and fundraising hub for terrorist organizations. 
Already back in 1998, Ward Elcock, who at the time served as the director of the 

 

1 �/���v���D�����>���}���U���^�����Á���Œ�����}�(���š�Z�����D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}���U�����Æ�‰���Œ�š���Á���Œ�v�•�U�_��Ottawa Citizen, May 16, 2015, 
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/politics/beware-of-the-muslim-brotherhood-expert-warns. 

2  Le Monde and Agence France-�W�Œ���•�•���U���^�&�Œ���v���Z���Z���‰�}�Œ�š���t���Œ�v�•���}�(���^�‰�Œ���������}�(���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}�����/�����}�o�}�P�Ç�U�_��
Le Monde, May 21, 2025, https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2025/05/21/french-report-warns-of-
subtle-but-subversive-spread-of-muslim-brotherhood-ideology_6741471_7.html.  

3  �,�µ�P�Z���^���Z�}�(�]���o���U���^�&�Œ���v���Z���Z���‰�}�Œ�š���t���Œ�v�•���}�(���/�•�o���u�]�•�š���Z���v�š�Œ�Ç�]�•�u�[�����•���Z�]�•�l���š�}���E���š�]�}�v���o�����}�Z���•�]�}�v�U�_��BBC, May 21, 
2025, https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ckgnnelvz0do. 

  

https://www.interieur.gouv.fr/sites/minint/files/medias/documents/2025-05/2025-05-02-rapport-freres-musulmans.pdf
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/politics/beware-of-the-muslim-brotherhood-expert-warns
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2025/05/21/french-report-warns-of-subtle-but-subversive-spread-of-muslim-brotherhood-ideology_6741471_7.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2025/05/21/french-report-warns-of-subtle-but-subversive-spread-of-muslim-brotherhood-ideology_6741471_7.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ckgnnelvz0do
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Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS), testified before a Canadian Senate 
committee hearing on terrorist organizations raising funds in Canada. 4 Recognizing 
�/�#� ���.�$�"�)�$�!�$�����)��� ���*�!���/�#� ���/�#�-� ���/�Û�����'���*���&���2���-�)� �����/�#���/�������)���������é�����)�)�*�/����� ���*�(� �Û���/�#�-�*�0�"�#��
inaction or otherwise, what might be called an unofficial state sponsor of 
�/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�Ú�ê5 Less than a decade later, a 2006 Fraser Institute report  estimated that 
terror financing in Canada already amounted to roughly C$180 million annually. 6 
This ongoing trend was further affirmed by Jessica Davis, president and principal 
consultant of advisory firm Insight Threat Intelligence, who noted in December 
�¨�¦�¨�ª���/�#���/�������)�������è�.���+�-�*�.� ���0�/�$�*�)�.���!�*�-�����-�$�(� �.���.�0���#�����.���.���)���/�$�*�)�.��� �1���.�$�*�)�Û���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/��
financing, and  �(�*�)� �4���'���0�)��� �-�$�)�"���2� �-� ���é�$�)���-� ���$���'�4���'�*�2�Û���$�)���.�*�(� �������.� �.�����'�(�*�.�/���)�*�)-
� �3�$�.�/� �)�/�Ú�ê7 
 
This report will therefore also discuss the troubling trend of foreign investment in 
Brotherhood -affiliated organizations �óspecifically by Qatar �ówhich has a carry-over 
effect on their growth and influence in Canada. This can be seen, for example, in 
�����/���-�è�. support of MAC through state -sponsored mechanisms like Qatar Charity, 
which has been implicated in supporting terror -�'�$�)�&� ���������0�.� �.�Ú�������/���-�è�.�����$�.�-�0�+�/�$�1� ��
presence in Canada may be further observed through the operations of the state-run 
Eid Charity, which de spite being the second largest charity in Qatar, has been 
directly linked to extremist and terrorist entities. In spite of this, Eid Charity has 
reportedly distributed millions of dollars to Canadian charities and Islamic centers. 
���#� ����� �+�/�#�.���*�!�������/���-�è�.���+�-� sence and penetration in Canada also notably extends to 
academia and the energy sector, producing a deeply concerning level of influence 
over Canadian policy and politics.  
 
The outbreak of the Israel -Hamas war also resulted in the rapid spread of the false 
narrative promoted by the anti -Israel camp. Accusations of war crimes, apartheid, 
and genocide are now commonplace, and Jewish and pro-Israel communities are 
consequently feeling increasingly isolated and threatened. These overt expressions 
of anti -Israel and antisemitic ideologies were once considered the preserve of small 
fringe groups associated with the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement. This past year, however, they have metastasized into massive 
demonstrations that have caused disruption and mayhem in major cities around the 
world, while Israel continues to face a war against Hamas and the Iranian regime 

 

4 ���Z�Œ�]�•�š�]���v���>���µ�‰�Œ�����Z�š�����v�����:�}�����������u���'���}�Œ�P���U���^�����v�������[�•�����]�Œ�š�Ç���D�}�v���Ç���/�•���&�µ�v���]�v�P���/�v�•�š�����]�o�]�š�Ç���]�v���š�Z�����D�]�����o����
�����•�š�U�_��The Globe and Mail, January 10, 2025, 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/commentary/article-canadas-dirty-money-is-funding-
instability-in-the-middle-east/?login=true. 

5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 ���o���Æ���v���Œ�����W�}�•�����Ì�l�]�U���^�d���•�l���&�}�Œ�������d�}�����À���o�µ���š���������v�������[�•�������]�o�]�š�Ç���š�}���&�]�P�Z�š���D�}�v���Ç���>���µ�v�����Œ�]�v�P�����v�����d���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�]�•�š��

�&�]�v���v���]�v�P�U�_��The Globe and Mail, December 4, 2024, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-
task-force-to-evaluate-canadas-ability-to-fight-money-laundering-and/. 

https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/files/InadequateResponsetoTerrorism.pdf
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/commentary/article-canadas-dirty-money-is-funding-instability-in-the-middle-east/?login=true
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/commentary/article-canadas-dirty-money-is-funding-instability-in-the-middle-east/?login=true
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-task-force-to-evaluate-canadas-ability-to-fight-money-laundering-and/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-task-force-to-evaluate-canadas-ability-to-fight-money-laundering-and/
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on seven fronts. Many of these demonstrations have featured widespread and 
�0�)�+�-� ��� ��� �)�/� ���������'�'�.���!�*�-���/�#� ��� �-�����$�����/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� ���2�*�-�'���è�.���*�)�'�4����� �2�$�.�#���.�/���/� �Ú��
Regrettably, these calls have descended into physical violence and intimidation on 
numerous occasions. 
 
For example, an October 2024 report  on antisemitism in Canada shows a staggering 
670% increase in antisemitic incidents over the previous twelve months compared 
to the year before, with 70% of religious hate crimes in the country directed at Jews, 
despite the fact that they represent just 1.4% of the population. 8 By the end of 
December 2024, reports showed that a Toronto synagogue had been vandalized for 
the eighth time since the October 7 massacre, a Jewish girls elementary school had 
been shot at for the third time, and a Montreal synagogue had been targeted in a 
firebombing for the second time.  
 
Among the most noticeable aspects of the current wave of anti -Israel sentiment is 
the central role of universities and other institutions of higher learning in 
promoting and contributing to this narrative. Campuses have become almost 
permanent staging grou nds for anti -Israel demonstrations this past year, 
culminating over the summer in protest encampments that in some cases 
succeeded in shutting down university operations and creating an environment that 
was unsafe for Jewish and pro-Israel students and faculty. Like their US 
counterparts, Canadian universities found themselves overrun by pro -Palestinian 
demonstrations and encampments in the spring and summer of 2024. It must be 
emphasized that these protests and encampments were particularly alarming not 
because they criticized Israel but because they were dominated from the outset �ó
from the day after October 7 in fact �óby violence, incitement, and support for 
terrorism.  
 
The allegedly peaceful and humanitarian motives of the protests were almost 
immediately belied by their violent and antisemitic nature, as expressed in physical 
and verbal attacks against Jewish and Israeli students and Jewish campus 
organizations, the utt er failure of students and faculty members to condemn the 
atrocities perpetrated by Hamas while falsely accusing Israel of genocide, the 
hypocritical call for an immediate ceasefire while ignoring the plight of the Israeli 
hostages, and the widespread use of anti -Jewish images and rhetoric, including the 
�0���$�,�0�$�/�*�0�.���é���-�*�(���/�#� ���-�$�1� �-���/�*���/�#� ���.� ���ê���.�'�*�"���)�Û���2�#�$���#���$�(�+�'�$���$�/�'�4�������'�'�.���!�*�-���/�#� ��
destruction of Israel.  

 

8 �^���v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u���]�v�������v���������Z���‰�}�Œ�š�U�_���E���š�]�}�v���o�������v�š���Œ���(�}�Œ�����}�u�����š�]�v�P�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u�U���/�•�Œ�����o���D�]�v�]�•�š�Œ�Ç���(�}�Œ��
Diaspora Affairs and Combating Antisemitism, October 14, 2024, 
https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/reports/antisemitism_in_canada_report_14_oct_24/en/mashlat_Antisemi
tism%20in%20Canada%20Report%20-%20October%2014,%202024.pdf. 

https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/reports/antisemitism_in_canada_report_14_oct_24/en/mashlat_Antisemitism%20in%20Canada%20Report%20-%20October%2014,%202024.pdf
https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/reports/antisemitism_in_canada_report_14_oct_24/en/mashlat_Antisemitism%20in%20Canada%20Report%20-%20October%2014,%202024.pdf
https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/reports/antisemitism_in_canada_report_14_oct_24/en/mashlat_Antisemitism%20in%20Canada%20Report%20-%20October%2014,%202024.pdf
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While much attention has been devoted to the disruption plaguing American  
campuses, such as at Columbia University, the same attitudes and activities have 
also been on full display at universities across Canada. To properly frame the 
academic climate that contributed to the current reality, this report will assess the 
situation  at four Canadian universities: McGill, Concordia, the University of 
Toronto, and York University. What will be shown is that, far from adopting the 
current anti -Israel narrative sinc e the outbreak of the Israel -Hamas war, these 
institutions have actually allowed such sentiments to foment for decades. An 
overview of past anti -Israel and antisemitic activity at these universities will be 
presented to help identify the institutional link s that have allowed such attitudes to 
manifest over time, resulting in the current explosion of anti -Israel and antisemitic 
ideology. 
 
Supporting these activities have been organizations like Canada-based Samidoun, 
which promotes radical, pro -Hamas propaganda to students and whose leaders 
have made statements in support of the October 7 attack. Such groups have been at 
the forefront of th e anti-Israel protests, despite being banned in multiple countries 
due to their ties to recognized terrorist groups, such as the Popular Front for the 
�
�$��� �-���/�$�*�)���*�!�������'� �.�/�$�)� ���ù�����
���ú�Ú�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.���0�'�/�$�(���/� �'�4���-� �.�0�'�/� �����$�)���$�/�.��
official designation as a terrorist entity by the United States and Canada on October 
15, 2024. 
 
This report seeks to provide a comprehensive overview of the reality that has been 
allowed to develop in Canada over time. Hallmarks of Canadian society, such as the 
���*�0�)�/�-�4�è�.���.�/�����$�'�$�/�4�Û���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���*�!���+�-�*�"�-� �.�.�$�1� ���/�#�$�)�&�$�)�"�Û�����)�����/�*�'� �-���)��� ���*�!�����$�1� �-�.� ��
opinions, have been manipulated and exploited to facilitate the rise of extremist 
ideology, spearheaded by the Muslim Brotherhoo d network. The campuses of 
Canadian universities, which are among the finest academic institutions in the 
world, have accommodated the most extreme elements within the radical Islamist 
space, often providing a platform for individuals with a proven record of dangerous 
antisemitism and ties to extremist and terrorist groups to spread their hateful 
messages. 
 
By exposing these realities, the report seeks to boost awareness of the real and 
significant threat that these organizations and their supporters pose not just to Jews 
in Canada but to all Canadians. Universities are meant to be centers of dynamic 
academic engagement and meaningful debate but have instead become echo 
chambers for one-dimensional anti -Israel and antisemitic rhetoric. Without 
exposing and investigating the financial and ideological sources feeding these 
hateful attitudes it is impossible to m eaningfully address them.  
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The report also aims to provide a broad and in -depth analysis of the present reality 
in Canada, so that proper attention may be paid to the very real national security 
threats that have been allowed to proliferate in Canada for decades. For too long, 
radical entities have preached hate and incited violence without fear of 
repercussion. Meaningful investigations into these entities have remained few and 
far between and too often end with little, if any, action taken. Given the real -world 
consequences that years of indifference and inaction have produced, it is necessary 
for stakeholders and decisionmakers interested in preserving Canadian national 
security, identity, and morality to address these critical issues with urgency, so that 
the country can go back to being a safe, tolerant, and inclusive home for all its 
citizens.  
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Muslim Brotherhood -affiliated  
Organizations in Canada  
 

Muslim Association of Canada  
 
The Muslim Association of Canada (MAC), founded in 1997 and based in 
Mississauga, Ontario, is a faith-based charity that operates 13 chapters, 23 
community centers, and 29 schools across Canada. MAC reports that it serves 49,250 
people annually through thr ee main programs: youth, projects, and events. 9 To that 
end, MAC is the beneficiary of significant funding. According to an August 2022 
Charity Intelligence Canada report , MAC received donations of C$10.5 million in 
2019, in addition to C$11.8 million from school fees (its main source of revenue). 10 
The association owns C$7.2 million in liquid assets (cash, investments, loans, and 
refundable sales tax), and C$23.8 million in long -term debt (mortgages). It also has 
assets of C$30.5 million in land and C$43 million in buildings. 11 In 2023, Charity 
Intelligence reported that MAC received C$15.3 million in donations and made 
C$27.3 million in fees for services (school fees, daycare, day camp, and other 
program activity fees), while also receiving C$6 million in government funding. 12 
 
The main issue concerning the degree of impact, influence, and resources 
possessed by MAC is their apparently deep-seated connection to the Muslim 
Brotherhood and other organizations that have been implicated in terror -related 
offenses. According to a Toronto Sun �-� �+�*�-�/�Û���!�*�-��� �3���(�+�'� �Û���é���������#���.��expressed open 
�.�0�+�+�*�-�/���!�*�-���	���(���.�è���$��� �*�'�*�"�$�����'���!�*�-� ��� ���-�.�Û���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���Û���2�#�$���#�����"�4�+�/��
���*�)�.�$��� �-�.�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�����'��� �-���1� �-�.�$�*�)�.���*�!���������è�.���2� ���.�$�/� ���'�$�.�/���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(��
���-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���è�.���!�*�0�)��� �-�Û���	���.�.���)�����'-�����)�)���Û�����.�������(���%�*�-���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� �Ú�ê13 At present, 
perhaps the most compelling example establishing this connection is an audit by 

 

9 �^�D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�������U�_�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���/�v�š���o�o�]�P���v�����������v�������U���:�µ�o�Ç���í�ó�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://www.charityintelligence.ca/charity-details/988-muslim-association-of-canada. 

10 Ibid. 
11 �^�d�Z�����D�}�•�š���W�Œ�}�u�]�v���v�š�����(�(�]�o�]���š�����l�>�}�Ç���o���/�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v�•���}�(���š�Z�����D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}�����]�v�������v�������v �W���Œ�š���ð�U�_���D���E����

Research Center, October 21, 2022, https://www.mena-researchcenter.org/the-most-prominent-
affiliated-loyal-institutions-of-the-muslim-brotherhood-in-canada-part-4/. 

12 �^�D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�������U�_�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���/�v�š���o�o�]�P���v�����������v�������U���:�µ�o�Ç���í�ó�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://www.charityintelligence.ca/charity-details/988-muslim-association-of-canada. 

13 ���Œ�]���v�������o�Ç�U���^�����v�����]���v���D�µ�•�o�]�u���P�Œ�}�µ�‰���(�µ�v�v���o�o�������¨�ï�ì�ì�l���š�}���,���u���•-�o�]�v�l���������Z���Œ�]�š�Ç�W�����}���µ�u���v�š�•�U�_��Toronto Sun, 
January 28, 2015, https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-
hamas. 

https://www.charityintelligence.ca/charity-details/988-muslim-association-of-canada#finances
https://www.charityintelligence.ca/charity-details/988-muslim-association-of-canada
https://www.mena-researchcenter.org/the-most-prominent-affiliated-loyal-institutions-of-the-muslim-brotherhood-in-canada-part-4/
https://www.mena-researchcenter.org/the-most-prominent-affiliated-loyal-institutions-of-the-muslim-brotherhood-in-canada-part-4/
https://www.charityintelligence.ca/charity-details/988-muslim-association-of-canada
https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas
https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/canadian-muslim-group-funnelled-300k-to-hamas
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the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA), which found, among other things, that MAC was 
in violation of advancing an unstated, non -charitable purpose: the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 14 The audit related to the operations of MAC in the period between 
July 1, 2012, and June 30, 2015. In March 2021, the CRA sent a letter  to then MAC 
Executive Director Sharaf Sharafeldin as a notice of its intent to extend its audit of 
the organization. 15 
 

Figure 1: Muslim Association of Canada: Finances (2021 -2023) 16 

 
 
In its investigation, the CRA claims that MAC appears to have accepted funds from 
Qatar Charity, which is known to have provided funding to al -Qaeda and is 
���*�)�.�$��� �-� �������4���
�.�-��� �'���/�*����� ���+���-�/���*�!�������	���(���.���!�0�)���-���$�.�$�)�"���)� �/�2�*�-�&�������'�'� �����/�#� ���é���)�$�*�)���*�!��
���*�*���Ú�ê17 In 2008, the US Department of the Treasury designated the Union of Good 
���.���é���)���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�����-� ���/� �������4���	���(���.���'� ����� �-�.�#�$�+���/�*���/�-���)�.�!� �-���!�0�)���.���/�*���/�#� ���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/��

 

14 Letter from the CRA to MAC Executive Director concerning the audit of the Muslim Association of Canada, 
March 17, 2021, Canadian Charity Law, https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-
2021.pdf. 

15 Ibid. 
16 �^�D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�������W���&�]�v���v�����•�U�_�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���/�v�š���o�o�]�P���v�����������v�������U���v�X���X�U��

https://www.charityintelligence.ca/charity-details/988-muslim-association-of-canada#finances. 
17 �:���u�]�����^���Œ�l�}�v���l�U���^�D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���µ�v�����Œ�����Z�����u�]���Œ�}�•���}�‰�����(�}�Œ���š�]���•���š�}�����o�o���P�������,���u���•���(�Œ�}�v�š�U�_��National Post, 

November 17, 2023, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/jamie-sarkonak-the-cras-complex-allegations-of-
systemic-islamophobia. 

https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20131020220043/http:/www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/hp1267.aspx
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.charityintelligence.ca/charity-details/988-muslim-association-of-canada#finances
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/jamie-sarkonak-the-cras-complex-allegations-of-systemic-islamophobia
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/jamie-sarkonak-the-cras-complex-allegations-of-systemic-islamophobia
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�*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�ê���$�)�����3� ���0�/�$�1� �����-��� �-���§�©�¨�¨�ª�Ú18 In addition, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the 
���)�$�/� �������-���������(�$�-���/� �.�Û�����)���������#�-���$�)���$�)���'�0��� ���������/���-�����#���-�$�/�4���*�)�������é�/� �-�-�*�-���'�$�.�/�ê���*�!��
Qatari entities they accused of having terrorist ties in 2017. 19 
 

Figure 2: Audit of the Muslim Association of Canada 20 

 
 
���#� �����������)�*�/� �.���/�#���/���2�#�$�'� ���/�#� �4���é���$�����)�*�/���!�$�)�������)�4��� �1�$��� �)��� ���/�*���.�0�"�"� �.�/���/�#���/���/�#� ��
organization [MAC] was being directly influenced by its foreign donors, the fact that 
such foreign donors are known to promote extremist ideology or association with 
terrorist gro �0�+�.���$�.���������*�)��� �-�)�Ú�ê21 ���0�-�/�#� �-�(�*�-� �Û���/�#� �����������*���.� �-�1� �.���/�#���/���.�*�(� ���*�!���������è�.��
�!�$�)���)���$���'���/�-���)�.�����/�$�*�)�.���é���-� ���.�/�-�0���/�0�-� ���Û���*�-�����*�)���0���/� ���Û���$�)�������(���)�)� �-���/�#���/���.� � �(�.���/�*��
�*���!�0�.�����/� ���(���)�4���*�!���/�#� ���/�-���)�.�����/�$�*�)�è�.���+� �-�/�$�)� �)�/����� �/���$�'�.�Û�ê���)�*�/�$�)�"���/�#���/���/�#� ���0�.� ���*�!���/�#�$�-����

 

18 �^�d�Œ�����•�µ�Œ�Ç�������•�]�P�v���š���•���š�Z�����h�v�]�}�v���}�(���'�}�}���U�_���h�X�^�X�������‰���Œ�š�u���v�š���}�(���š�Z�����d�Œ�����•�µ�Œ�Ç�U���E�}�À���u�����Œ�U���í�î�U���î�ì�ì�ô�U��
https://web.archive.org/web/20131020220043/http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-
releases/Pages/hp1267.aspx. 

19 �^�^���µ���]�����Œ�����]�����˜�����o�o�]���•���Œ���o�����•�����Y���š���Œ���Z�š���Œ�Œ�}�Œ���o�]�•�š�U�[�_�������µ�š�•���Z�����t���o�o���U���:�µ�v�����õ�U���î�ì�í�ó�U��
https://www.dw.com/en/saudi-arabia-and-allies-release-qatar-terror-list/a-39172917. 

20 Letter from the CRA to MAC Executive Director concerning the audit of the Muslim Association of Canada, 
March 17, 2021, Canadian Charity Law, https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-
2021.pdf. 

21 �^�š���Á���Œ�š�������o�o�U���^���µ���]�š�}�Œ�•�����o�o���P���������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���Z���o�‰�������,���u���•���(�]�v���v���]���Œ�U�_��Global News, October 13, 2023, 
https://globalnews.ca/news/10014362/cra-audit-canadian-charity-hamas-network/. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20131020220043/http:/www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/hp1267.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20131020220043/http:/www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/hp1267.aspx
https://www.dw.com/en/saudi-arabia-and-allies-release-qatar-terror-list/a-39172917
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://globalnews.ca/news/10014362/cra-audit-canadian-charity-hamas-network/
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�+���-�/�$� �.���2���.���+�-� �1���'� �)�/���$�)���������è�.���/�-���)�.�����/�$�*�)�.���/�*��� �$�/�#� �-���é���*�)��� ���'���/�#� ����� �.�/�$�)���/�$�*�)���*�!��
��� �-�/���$�)��� �3�+� �)���$�/�0�-� �.���*�-���.�#�-�*�0�����/�#� ���$��� �)�/�$�/�$� �.���*�!����� �-�/���$�)�����*�)�*�-�.���*�-���.�*�0�-��� ���*�!���!�0�)���.�Ú�ê22 
 
���#� �����������!�0�-�/�#� �-�����*���0�(� �)�/�.���2�#���/���$�/����� � �(�.���/�*����� ���������è�.��� �)�"���"� �(� �)�/���$�)���é��� ��� �+�/�$�1� ��
�!�0�)���-���$�.�$�)�"�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�Ú�ê23 ���*�-��� �3���(�+�'� �Û���/�#� �����0���$�/���+�*�$�)�/�.���/�*���������è�.���-� �+�*�-�/�.���/�#���/���$�/��
received money from the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) while failing to report 
the truth, namely that MAC was using IDB as a conduit to transfer donations from 
Saudi Arabia.24 ���*�-� �*�1� �-�Û���/�#� ���������è�.���!�$�)���$�)�"�.�����'�.�*���+�*�$�)�/���/�*���0�)���$�.���'�*�.� ���������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.��
outside of Canada, indicating the fact that MAC is involved in international political 
spheres outside the scope of its Canadian focus. More specifically, the audit notes 
attempts by MAC (or elements within it) to establish international schools in Libya 
and Turkey during the audit period, which they failed to disclose during the audit. 25 
This was raised as another troubling example of a situation where a lack of books 
���)�����-� ���*�-���.�����*�)�/�-�$���0�/� �����/�*���/�#� ���������è�.�����*�)��� �-�)�.���*�1� �-���/�#� ���"� �)� �-���'���'�����&���*�!�����$�-� ���/�$�*�)��
���)�������*�)�/�-�*�'���*�1� �-���������è�.���-� �.�*�0�-��� �.�Ú26 
 
���#� �����0���$�/�����'�.�*���.�/���/� �.���/�#���/���.�*�(� ���*�!���������è�.���é�(�*�.�/���+�-�*�(�$�)� �)�/���(� �(��� �-�.�Û�����$�-� ���/�*�-�.�Û�����)����
officials were either involved in IRFAN -Canada, or a network of charities that 
���+�+� ���-���/�*���#���1� ����� � �)���0�.� �����/�*���+�-�*�+���"���/� �����)�����!�0�)���-���$�.� ���!�*�-���	���(���.���$�)�������)�������Ú�ê27 This 
includes MAC providing over C$296,514 in funding to IRFAN-Canada between 2001 
and 2010.28 For greater context, IRFAN-Canada was listed as a terrorist entity by the 
Canadian government on April 29, 2014.29 The CRA audit also notes that IRFAN-
Canada transferred approximately C$14.6 million worth of resources to various 
organizations associated with Hamas between 2005 and 2009.30 Critically, it claims 
that the relationship between MAC and IRFAN -�����)���������-� �(���$�)� �����$�)���+�'����� ���é�2� �'�'�����!�/� �-��
the revocation of its status for, in particular, having (supported) the registered 

 

22 Letter from the CRA to MAC Executive Director concerning the audit of the Muslim Association of Canada, 
March 17, 2021, p. 8, Canadian Charity Law, https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-
2021.pdf. 

23 Ibid., at 68. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid., at 105. 
26 Ibid., at 106. 
27 �^�š���Á���Œ�š�������o�o�U���^���µ���]�š�}�Œ�•�����o�o���P���������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���Z���o�‰�������,���u���•���(�]�v���v���]���Œ�U�_��Global News, October 13, 2023, 

https://globalnews.ca/news/10014362/cra-audit-canadian-charity-hamas-network/. 
28 Letter from the CRA to MAC Executive Director concerning the audit of the Muslim Association of Canada, 

March 17, 2021, p. 45, Canadian Charity Law, https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-
2021.pdf. 

29 �W�µ���o�]�����^���(���š�Ç�������v�������U���^�'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���}�(�������v���������>�]�•�š�•���/�Z�&���E-�����v�����������•���š���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�]�•�š�����v�š�]�š�Ç�U�_���'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���}�(��
Canada, April 29, 2014, https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2014/04/government-canada-lists-irfan-
canada-terrorist-entity.html. 

30 Ibid. 

https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://globalnews.ca/news/10014362/cra-audit-canadian-charity-hamas-network/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2014/04/government-canada-lists-irfan-canada-terrorist-entity.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2014/04/government-canada-lists-irfan-canada-terrorist-entity.html
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�/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/��� �)�/�$�/�4���	���(���.�Ú�ê31 Despite publicly distancing itself, MAC continued to allow 
IRFAN-�����)���������/�*���é�!�0�)���-���$�.� �����)�����+�-�*�(�*�/� ���$�/�.� �'�!�����/���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�è�.��� �1� �)�/�.�����)����
�+�-�*�+� �-�/�$� �.�Ú�ê32 
 
In response, MAC has challenged the audit as being Islamophobic. However, 
federal lawyers involved in its filing point to entirely relevant issues, including 
�������è�.���é�$�)�1�*�'�1� �(� �)�/���$�)���+�*�'�$�/�$�����'�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.���*�!���/�#� �����"�4�+�/�$���)�����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���Û��
buying considerable  real estate, providing support to an organization listed as a 
�/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/��� �)�/�$�/�4�����)�����$�.�.�0�$�)�"���$�(�+�-�*�+� �-�����*�)���/�$�*�)���-� ��� �$�+�/�.�Ú�ê33 Additionally, they state 
�/�#���/�����������é�#���.���)�*�/���-���$�.� �������-� ���$���'� ��� �1�$��� �)��� ���/�#���/���$�/���2���.���0�)�!���$�-�'�4���/���-�"� �/� �������4���/�#� ���������Û��
nor that in conducting the audit the CRA treated MAC any differently than it would 
���)�*�/�#� �-�����#���-�$�/�4�Ú�ê34 ��� �!� �-�-�$�)�"���/�*���������è�.����� �)�$���'���*�!���$�/�.���!�$�)���$�)�"�.�Û���/�#� �������������'�.�*���)�*�/� �.���/�#���/��
�/�#� �)�����������+�-� �.�$��� �)�/�����#���-���!�����#���-���!� �'���$�)�����'�.�*���é�2�*�-�&� �����$�)���.�0�+�+�*�-�/�ê���*�!���!�*�-�(� �-�����"�4�+�/�$���)��
�+�-� �.�$��� �)�/�����*�#���(� �������*�-�.�$�è�.��� �'� ���/�$�*�)�������(�+���$�"�)�����)�����/�#���/��� �(���$�'�.���.�0�"�"� �.�/���/�#���/���/�#� ��
���0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*�����é���+�+� ���-�.���/�*��� �3�#�$���$�/���.�*�(� �����0�/�#�*�-�$�/�4�ê���*�1� �-���#�$�(�Ú35 MAC 
submitted an appeal to the Attorney General of Canada on September 13, 2023. 
However, on July 8, 2024, Ontario Superior Court Justice Marcus Koehnen dismissed 
�������è�.�����+�+� ���'�Û���+�-�$�(���-�$�'�4�������.� �����*�)���/�#� ���!�����/���/�#���/���/�#� �����+�+� ���'���2���.���+�-� �(���/�0�-� �Û�����.���/�#� ��
CRA had not yet completed the audit.36 To date, MAC remains a registered charity in 
good standing, denies any wrongdoing, and maintains that it is a victim of anti -
Muslim bias. 37 
 
���#�$�'� ���!�$�)���$�)�"�.���.�0���#�����.���/�#�*�.� ���/�#���/���#���1� �����*�(� ���/�*���'�$�"�#�/�����.�������-� �.�0�'�/���*�!���/�#� ���������è�.��
investigation would logically compel further scrutiny, MAC has continued to 
operate unimpeded at national level. Moreover, it has done so while continuing to 
enjoy considerable governmental and political support. By way of example, while 
speaking at a mostly closed Islamophobia summit in July 2021, Prime Minister 

 

31 ���}�•�u�]�v�����Ì�•�µ�Œ���Ì�•���U���^���Z�������o���]�u�•�����µ���]�š���Œ���À�����o�•���D�µ�•�o�]�u���P�Œ�}�µ�‰���Z���•�����o�o���P�������,���u���•���š�]���•�U�_���d�Œ�µ�����E�}�Œ�š�Z, 
November 15, 2023, https://tnc.news/2023/11/15/cra-audit-muslim-group-hamas-ties/. 

32 �^�š���Á���Œ�š�������o�o�U���^���µ���]�š�}�Œ�•�����o�o���P���������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���Z���o�‰�������,���u���•���(�]�v���v���]���Œ�U�_��Global News, October 13, 2023, 
https://globalnews.ca/news/10014362/cra-audit-canadian-charity-hamas-network/. 

33 �:�]�u�����Œ�}�v�•�l�]�o�o�U���^�D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç�����o�o���P���•���•�Ç�•�š���u�]�������]���•���]�v�����]�����š�}���Z���o�š���Œ���À���v�µ�������P���v���Ç�[�•���Z�š���]�v�š�����[�����µ���]�š�U�_��
LethbridgeNewsNOW, April 3, 2023, https://lethbridgenewsnow.com/2023/04/03/muslim-charity-alleges-
systemic-bias-in-bid-to-halt-revenue-agencys-tainted-audit/. 

34 Ibid. 
35 �^�š���Á���Œ�š�������o�o�U���^���µ���]�š�}�Œ�•�����o�o���P���������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���Z���o�‰�������,���u���•���(�]�v���v���]���Œ�U�_��Global News, October 13, 2023, 

https://globalnews.ca/news/10014362/cra-audit-canadian-charity-hamas-network/. 
36 �D���Œ�l�����o�µ�u�����Œ�P�U���^�K�v�š���Œ�]�}�����}�µ�Œ�š���}�(�����‰�‰�����o�����]�•�u�]�•�•���•���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�����������‰�‰�����o���(�Œ�}�u���K�v�š���Œ�]�}��

�^�µ�‰���Œ�]�}�Œ�����}�µ�Œ�š���������]�•�]�}�v�U�_�������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���>���Á�U���:�µ�o�Ç���í�ñ�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
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canada-appeal-from-ontario-superior-court-decision/. 
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�$�)�����)�����+�+���-� �)�/���-� �!� �-� �)��� ���/�*���/�#� �����"� �)���4�è�.�����0���$�/���*�!���������Ú38 
 
This, unfortunately, is indicative of an overall lack of political will to meaningfully 
confront the considerable risks posed by such organizations, despite such calls 
being made from within the Canadian Muslim community itself. For example, 
when testifyin g as an expert witness before the Canadian Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development on February 3, 2015, 
Tarek Fatah, founder of the Muslim Canadian Congress, spoke out against the rise 
of Islamism in Canada. 39 �	� ���.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4���+�*�$�)�/� �����/�*���������è�.���1���.�/���)� �/�2�*�-�&���*�!��
�+�-�*�+� �-�/�$� �.�Û��� �3�+�-� �.�.�$�)�"���.�#�*���&�����/�������)�������è�.���$�"�)�*�-���)��� ���-� �"���-���$�)�"���$�/�.�����*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)�.���/�*���/�#� ��
Muslim Brotherhood and radical Islam. 40 �	� �����'�.�*���)�*�/�����'�4���.���$�����/�#���/���é� �1� �-�4���*�!�!�$��� ���*�!��
�/�#� �����������û���0�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�ü���$�.���������0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*�����*�!�!�$��� ���$�)��
�����)�������Ú�ê41 
 
�����!�0�-�/�#� �-��� �3���(�+�'� ���*�!���������è�.���$��� �*�'�*�"�4�����*�0�'������� ���*���.� �-�1� �����2�#� �)�Û����� �"�$�)�)�$�)�"���*�)�������)��������
Day 2022, it hosted a three-day conference in Toronto that featured speakers 
including Mohammed Rateb Al Nabulsi, who has defended the death penalty for 
homosexuals, and Jamal Badawi, a co-founder of MAC, who has spoken on how 
Islam permits wife -beating and has defended suicide bombings as heroic acts.42 
Unfortunately, the political sphere has largely chosen to overlook these facts, as �ó
somewhat ironically �óMAC was the beneficiary of more than C$3 million in federal 
�é���)�/�$-�#���/� �ê���4�*�0�/�#��� �)�"���"� �(� �)�/�����)�����.� ���0�-�$�/�4���!�0�)���$�)�"���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����-�0��� ���0���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/��
between 2019 and 2022.43 
 
 

National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM)  
 
The National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM), formerly known as the Council 
on American -Islamic Relations Canada (CAIR-CAN), is another Canadian 
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�^�µ�‰���Œ�]�}�Œ�����}�µ�Œ�š���������]�•�]�}�v�U�_�������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���>���Á�U���:�µ�o�Ç���í�ñ�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/ontario-court-of-appeal-dismisses-muslim-association-of-
canada-appeal-from-ontario-superior-court-decision/. 
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of Commons of Canada, February 3, 2015, https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-
2/FAAE/meeting-43/evidence. 

40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid. 
42 �d���Œ�Œ�Ç���'�o���À�]�v�U���^�d�Z�����>�]�����Œ���o�•�����Œ�����(�µ�v���]�v�P���Z���š���X���,�}�Á�����o�•�����š�}�������•���Œ�]�������š�Z�����•�‰�����l���Œ�•�����š���š�Z�]�•���d�}�Œ�}�v�š�}��

���}�v�À���v�š�]�}�v�M�U�_��National Post, June 30, 2022, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/terry-glavin-the-liberals-
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43 Ibid. 
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organization that has a long track record of controversial behavior in the context of 
promoting radical ideology. Firstly, and despite its repeated denials, NCCM is 
directly related to its parent organization, CAIR USA, a self -described Muslim 
Brotherhood front organization, which was founded by members of the Islamic 
Association for Palestine (IAP), with direct ties to Hamas. 44 A 2013 US Department of 
Justice (DoJ) report  notes, for example, that evidence presented during the 2007 
trial of the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development linked CAIR leaders 
to Hamas, a specially designated terrorist organization, and that CAIR was named as 
an unindicted co -conspirator i n the case.45 More recently, following the October 7 
attacks in Israel, co-founder and executive director of CAIR, Nihad Awad, spoke at a 
November 2023 conference where he applauded the attacks, saying that he was 
�é�#���+�+�4���/�*���.� � ���+� �*�+�'� �����-� ���&�$�)�"���/�#� ���.�$� �"� �Û���/�#� ���2���'�'�.���*�!���/�#� �����*�)��� �)�/�-���/�$�*�)�������(�+�Ú�ê46 He 
�!�0�-�/�#� �-�����#���-�����/� �-�$�5� �����/�#� �������/�*��� �-���­�����/�/�����&�.�����.���é�.� �'�!-��� �!� �)�.� �Û�ê���2�#�$���#���#� ���.���$����
Palestinians have a right to, while Israelis do not. 47 
 
Given this rhetoric, it is perhaps understandable why CAIR -CAN attempted to 
distance itself from its parent organization, changing its name to NCCM in 2013. 
This is notably the same year that the aforementioned US DoJ report revealed 
�����
���è�.�����*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)���/�*���	amas. Since then, CAIR-CAN/NCCM has maintained that it is 
independent from and unrelated to CAIR. That being said, there is evidence that 
directly refutes these assertions. In 2003, for example, CAIR-CAN published  �é����
���*�0�-�)���'�$�.�/�è�.�����0�$��� ���/�*���
�.�'���(�Û�ê���2�#�$���#�����/���/�#� ��� �)�����*�!���/�#� �����*���0�(� �)�/���-� �!� �-�.���/�*�������
����
�.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4�����.���é�����
��-�������è�.���+���-� �)�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê48 Later, on February 23, 2015, the 
Standing Senate Committee on National Security and Defense heard testimony 
relating to security threats facing Canada. Among the issues raised was the fact that 
former CAIR -�������
�������������*���-�����*�!�����$�-� ���/�*�-�.�è���#� �����������$�5���'�����0�/�/�4���2��s also the 
spokesperson of two al-Qaeda funding organizations. 49 Moreover, a key point raised 
by the Senate Committee was that, despite CAIR-�������è�.���-� �+� ���/� �������'���$�(�.���/�#���/���$�/��

 

44 �^�E���š�]�}�v���o�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(�������v�����]���v���D�µ�•�o�]�u�•�W���d�Z�����E���Á���v���u�������Z�}�•���v�����Ç�������/�Z-CAN helps cover its links with 
Washington-based Hamas-�o�]�v�l���������}�À���Œ�������/�Z�U�_���W�}�]�v�š�������������•���µ�o���U���:�µ�o�Ç���í�ô�U���î�ì�í�ï�U��
https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/national-council-of-canadian-muslims-the-new-name-chosen-by-cair-
can-helps-cover-its-links-with-washington-based-hamas-linked-cair/. 

45 �K�(�(�]�������}�(���š�Z�����/�v�•�‰�����š�}�Œ���'���v���Œ���o�U���^�Z���À�]���Á���}�(���&���/���/�v�š���Œ�����š�]�}�v�•���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������}�µ�v���]�o���}�v�����u���Œ�]�����v-Islamic 
�Z���o���š�]�}�v�•�U�_���h�X�^�X�������‰���Œ�š�u���v�š���}�(���:�µ�•�š�]�����U���^���‰�š���u�����Œ���î�ì�í�ï�U��https://oig.justice.gov/reports/2013/e0707r-
summary.pdf. 

46 �'�������Ç�������µ�š���Z�U���^�����/�Z�����Æ�����µ�š�]�À�������]�Œ�����š�}�Œ���Z�Z���‰�‰�Ç���š�}���•�����[���K���š�X���ó���,���u���•���š���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�����š�š�����l�U�_��Jewish Insider, 
December 7, 2023, https://jewishinsider.com/2023/12/nihad-awad-council-american-islamic-relations-
israel-gaza-terror-attacks/. 

47 Ibid. 
48 Council on American Islamic Relations Canada (CAIR-�����E�•�U���^�����:�}�µ�Œ�v���o�]�•�š�[�•���'�µ�]�������š�}���/�•�o���u�U�_���/�•�o���u�]�����^�}���]���o��

Services Association Canada, 2003, available at https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2011/12/presentation%20pdeb%20to%20cair-can%20cfm%20journalist%20guide.pdf. 

49 Standing Senate Committee on National Security and Defence, Committee meeting to study and report on 
security threats facing Canada, Senate of Canada, February 23, 2015, 
https://sencanada.ca/en/Content/Sen/committee/412/secd/51929-e. 
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https://sencanada.ca/en/Content/Sen/committee/412/secd/51929-e
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remained distinct from its sanctioned US partner organization, there was definitive 
proof to the contrary. 50 
 
The Senate Committee also referred to a 2003 affidavit  by Sheema Khan, founder 
and chair of CAIR-CAN, which proves this connection. In the affidavit, Khan 
acknowledges that she is the Board Chair of CAIR-CAN (also referred to in the 
document as the Council on American -Islamic Relations Canada or AIRC).51 She 
further notes that AIRC (which is subsequently referred to as CIRC) was 
incorporated in Canada in June 2000, with the goal of promoting awareness of CAIR 
USA, while serving the Canadian Muslim community. 52 Khan then acknowledges 
that CIRC uses the trademark CAIR and CAIR-�����������)�����/�#� ���)���(� ���é���*�0�)���$�'���*�)��
American -�
�.�'���(�$������� �'���/�$�*�)�.�ê���0�)��� �-���'�$��� �)�.� ���!�-�*�(�������
�����������Ú53 Under the terms of the 
license, CAIR USA has direct control over the character and quality of all activities 
of CIRC, including the use of its trademark and trade name. 54 
 
Furthermore, the affidavit notes that CIRC uses the trademark CAIR -CAN in its 
letterhead, which is used in the day -to-day activities of the CIRC, and that CAIR-CAN 
is a mark that is used in association with the activities of CIRC.55 Shortly thereafter, 
on March 25, 2015, at a session of the Senate Standing Committee on Public Safety 
and National Security, it was also noted that the US State Department had identified 
CAIR-CAN/NCCM as the Canadian chapter of CAIR USA.56 
 
In response to the various accusations it has faced, CAIR-CAN/NCCM has 
historically opted to file lawsuits to suppress criticism of its activities or members. 
In June 2014, for example, NCCM filed a libel lawsuit against former Canadian 
prime minister Stephen Harper and his spokesman based on a statement linking the 
group to Hamas.57 Upon facing criticism by CAIR -�������
�����������*�!���	���-�+� �-�è�.���$�)���'�0�.�$�*�)��

 

50 Ibid. 
51 �^�Z�����u�����<�Z���v�U���^���(�(�]�����À�]�š���]�v���š�Z�����u���š�š���Œ���}�(���š�Z�����d�Œ�������u���Œ�l�������/�Z�������v�������U�_�����������u�����Œ���í�ò�U���î�ì�ì�ï�U���µ�‰�o�}�������������Ç��

Point de Bascule, 2009, https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2009/07/cair_affidavit_Sheema_Khan.pdf. 

52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid. 
54 Standing Senate Committee on National Security and Defence, Committee meeting to study and report on 

security threats facing Canada, Senate of Canada, February 23, 2015, 
https://sencanada.ca/en/Content/Sen/committee/412/secd/51929-e. 
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Point de Bascule, 2009, https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2009/07/cair_affidavit_Sheema_Khan.pdf. 

56 �^���À�]�����v�����U�_���D�����š�]�v�P���}�(���š�Z�����^�š���v���]�v�P�����}�u�u�]�š�š�������}�v���W�µ���o�]�����^���(���š�Ç�����v�����E���š�]�}�v���o���^�����µ�Œ�]�š�Ç�U���,�}�µ�•�����}�(��
Commons of Canada, March 25, 2015, https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-
2/SECU/meeting-59/evidence. 
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�,���u���•�U�_���d�Z�����>���Á�(���Œ�����W�Œ�}�i�����š�U���:�µ�v�����ï�U���î�ì�í�ð�U��https://www.thelawfareproject.org/press/2018/3/31/muslim-
organization-files-libel-suit-against-canadian-prime-ministers-office-for-stating-it-is-linked-with-hamas. 
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���������*�)���'�����-� �.�+�*�)��� �������4���.���4�$�)�"�Û���é�2� ���2�$�'�'���)�*�/���/���&� ���.� �-�$�*�0�.�'�4�����-�$�/�$���$�.�(���!�-�*�(�����)��
organization with ���*���0�(� �)�/� �����/�$� �.���/�*�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)���.�0���#�����.���	���(���.�Ú�ê58 In 
response to the comment, CAIR-CAN/NCCM filed a notice of libel in the Ontario 
Superior Court of Justice, to which Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird reacted by 
�.���4�$�)�"�Û���é�
�è����� �)���*�0�-���"� �����)�4�������)�����$���)���/�*�����*�*�"�'� ���/�#� ���"�-�*�0�+���$�)���,�0� �.�/�$�*�)�Û�����)�������*���.�*�(� ��
research o�)���/�#� �$�-���*�2�)�����)�������*�(� ���/�*���/�#� �$�-���*�2�)�����*�)���'�0�.�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê59 
 
���#�$�.���!�*�'�'�*�2� �����(�0�'�/�$�+�'� �������.� �.���*�!���é�'���2�!���-� �ê����� �$�)�"���0�.� �������4���/�#� ���"�-�*�0�+���/�*���.�0�+�+�-� �.�.�����)�4��
criticism. Following the libel lawsuit brought against him by NCCM in 2003 �ò2006, 
for example, Canadian lawyer and national security commentator David Harris 
reflected that  
 

�é���*�2���/�#���/�����������
�����
��-CAN is taking Canadian officials to court, Canadian 
defenders of the responsible exercise of constitutional free expression under 
�����)�������è�.�����#���-�/� �-���*�!�����$�"�#�/�.�����)�������-� � ���*�(�.���#�*�+� ���/�#���/���/�#� �$�-���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���2�$�'�'��
continue vigorously to contest the  NCCM/CAIR-CAN lawsuit. People of good 
faith believe that a needed reckoning is coming and that this could expose 
the history, links, personalities, financing, and agenda of the Islamist group. 
���#�$�.���+�-�*��� �.�.���.�#�*�0�'�������*�(�+�-� �#� �)�����/�#� �������)�����$���)��� �)�/�$�/�4�è�.���+�-�*�!�*�0�)����connections 
to its American parent organization �óthe Saudi-funded unindicted co -
conspirator group, CAIR �óand the Muslim Brotherhood -oriented entity, the 
���0�.�'�$�(�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)���*�!�������)�������Û�����(�*�)�"���*�/�#� �-�.�Ú�ê60 

 
 

Islamic Relief Canada  
 
Another organization that has come under considerable scrutiny for its ties to 
radical Islamist entities is Islamic Relief Canada (IRC), the Canadian arm of Islamic 
Relief Worldwide (IRW). Despite its description as an independent humanitarian 
and development organization that is active in lobbying at the United Nations, IRW 
has also been repeatedly exposed and investigated for its extremist ties, despite its 
denials in this regard. In 2016, for example, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/canadian-pm-blasts-cair-canada-for-ties-to-hamas. 
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2014, https://www.cbc.ca/news/muslim-group-demands-apology-from-harper-chief-spokesman-
1.2514099. 
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(FBI), the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), and the United States Office of Personnel 
�����)���"� �(� �)�/���ù�������ú���-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4���+�0�/���/�*�"� �/�#� �-���������-�$�(�$�)���'�������.� ���-� �'���/�$�)�"���/�*���
�����è�.���/�$� �.���/�*��
terrorism. 61 In the same year, HSBC bank announced it was ending all links with 
�
�������é���(�$�������*�)��� �-�)�.���/�#���/�������.�#���!�*�-�����$�������*�0�'����� �)�����0�+���2�$�/�#���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���"�-�*�0�+�.�������-�*�����Ú�ê62 
This came four years after UBS bank also closed all IRW accounts due to concerns 
over counter -terrorist regulations. 63 In 2014, the United Arab Emirates added IRW 
���)�����
�.�'���(�$������� �'�$� �!���������/�*�������'�$�.�/���*�!���é�/� �-�-�*�-���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�ê���/�#���/�����'�.�*���$�)���'�0��� ���������
������������
and other Muslim Brotherhood affiliates. 64 This designation has significant 
implications for the reputation and operations of IRC, given its connection to these 
organizations. Finally, it should be noted that IRW was a founding organization of 
�/�#� ���é���)�$�*�)���*�!�����*�*���Û�ê�������'�$�.�/� �����/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)���$�)���
�.�-��� �'���/�#���/���2���.����� �.�$�"�)���/� �������4��
�/�#� ���������"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�����.���é���)���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�����-� ���/� �������4���	���(���.���'� ����� �-�.�#�$�+���/�*���/�-���)�.�!� �-��
funds to the terrorist o �-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê65 
 
Aside from the allegations of terrorist ties, IRW has also engaged in considerable 
antisemitic rhetoric. In 2020, the US State Department reported that IRW promoted 
�é���'���/���)�/�����)�����#�*�-�-�$�!�4�$�)�"�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�����)�����"�'�*�-�$�!�$�����/�$�*�)���*�!���1�$�*�'� �)��� ��� �3�#�$���$�/� �������/���/�#� ��
most se�)�$�*�-���'� �1� �'�.���*�!���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê66 It pointed, for example, to a July 2020 
exposé revealing, among other things, that Heshmat Khalifa, a trustee and director 
of IRW, had previously posted on his Facebook page that Jews are the 
�é�"�-���)�����#�$�'���-� �)���*�!���(�*�)�&� �4�.�����)�����+�$�"�.�Ú�ê67 Khalifa was forced to resign, and the 
following month, in August 2020, the entire IRW board resigned after its new 
���#���$�-�(���)�Û�����'�(�*�0�/���5�������4���-���Û����� �.���-�$��� �����
�.�-��� �'�����.���/�#� ���é���$�*�)�$�.�/��� �)� �(�4�ê�����)�����+�-���$�.� ����
�	���(���.�����.���é�"�-� ���/���(� �)�ê���2�#�*���2� �-� �����)�.�2� �-�$�)�"���/�#� ���é���$�1�$�)� �����)�����#�*�'�4��call of the Muslim 
���-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���Ú�ê68 
 
���#�$�.���$�.����� �-�/���$�)�'�4�������(���/�/� �-���*�!�����*�)��� �-�)�Û�����.���
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��� �.�+�$�/� ���
�����è�.���)�*�2���2� �'�'-established links to organizations such as Hamas and the 
���0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*�����)� �/�2�*�-�&�Ú���
�)���!�����/�Û���������*�-���$�)�"���/�*���
�����Û���/�#� ���é�*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)���#���.��
agreements with �
�������/�*���$�(�+�'� �(� �)�/���+�-�*�"�-���(�.�����.�����$�-� ���/� �������4���
�����Ú�ê69 Despite being 
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independent, IRC maintains close economic ties to IRW, as evidenced by the 
significant nature of the contractual agreements between them. 70 �
�����è�.���*�2�)���¨�¦�¨�§��
records reveal that it donated over US$35 million to Islamic Relief Worldwide. 71 �
�����è�.��
records show further donations of over 36 million British pounds (roughly US$46 
million) in 2022, and over 45 million British pounds (roughly US$56 million) in 2023. 72 
 

Figure 3: Financial Review of Islamic Relief Canada 73 

 
 
Given the symbiotic relationship between these entities, a minimum of further 
scrutiny, if not definitive action, may reasonably be expected. However, IRC has 
continued to benefit from government funding, while its international branch has 
been repeatedly investigated and sanctioned. By way of example, IRC received 
US$1.5 million from the government of Canada in 2012, and IRW received US$4.5 
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https://www.meforum.org/64146/canadian-islamists-celebrate-prospect-of-tax. 

72 Annual Report and Financial Statements 2023 (Islamic Relief Worldwide, 2024), p. 82, https://islamic-
relief.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/IRW-AR2023.pdf. 
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million in grants from the Canadian government in 2017. 74 IRC also received over 
C$2 million in government funding in both 2022 and 2023. 75 In 2014, the Financial 
���*�.�/���$�)���'�0��� �����
���������.���*�)� ���*�!���$�/�.���é���#���-�$�/�$� �.���*�!���/�#� ���4� ���-�ê�����0�/���'���/� �-���-� �(�*�1� �����/�#� ���"�-�*�0�+��
�!�-�*�(���$�/�.���'�$�.�/���*�)���/�#� ���"�-�*�0�)���.���/�#���/���é�$�/�.���$�)�/� �-�)���/�$�*�)���'�����-�(���#���.����� � �)�������)�)� ����� �'�.� �2�#� �-� ��
(though not in Canada) for allegedly funneling funds to the terro rist organization 
�	���(���.�Ú�ê76 
 
Overall, IRC demonstrates strong financial performance and efficiency, with a total 
revenue of C$109.2 million in 2023, including C$102.3 million from Canadian 
donations. 77 The organization maintains low administrative costs (3% of revenue) 
and allocates 86 cents of every dollar donated to programs.78 IRC shows a significant 
commitment to its charitable mission both domestically and abroad. However, its 
international operations in 23 countries, receipt of government funding, and work 
in conflict zones necessitate ongoing vigilance in areas such as anti-terror 
financing, compliance with international law, and proper use of restricted funds. 
While IRC appears to be operating within the legal framework for Canadian 
charities, its complex operational landscape requires robust compliance 
mechanisms to navigate potential legal challenges.  
 
Moreover, in order to properly assess IRC, it is important to discuss its connections 
to the Muslim Brotherhood network, as these established links once again remain 
largely ignored in Canada. To begin with, Yasser Haddara, the director of IRC from 
2005 to 2011, is also a former director of Islamic Relief USA and a former president 
of MAC. In 2011 and 2012, he and his brother Wael travelled to Egypt with the goal 
of helping the Muslim Brotherhood obtain power. 79 By 2012, both brothers were 
�-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4�������/�$�)�"�����.���.� �)�$�*�-�������1�$�.�*�-�.���/�*�����*�#���(� �������*�-�.�$�Û�����"�4�+�/�è�.�����0�.�'�$�(��
Brotherhood president. 80 Furthermore, IRC board member Dr. El -Tantawy Attia, 
who also serves as the executive director of the MAC-linked Masjid Toronto, was 
reported by the National Post to have openly stated at these various institutions that 

 

74 �^�/�•�o���u�]�����Z���o�]���(�v ���Z���Œ�]�š�Ç�U�����Æ�š�Œ���u�]�•�u�����v�����d���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U June 2018, p. 18, https://cdn-
mef.meforum.org/5e/34/0a9ba489411a964e4e9039f02625/islamic-relief-dossier-v3.pdf. 

75 �����v���������Z���À���v�µ�������P���v���Ç�U���^�/�•�o���u�]�����Z���o�]���(�v �/�Z�������v�������U�_���'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���}�(�������v�������U���D���Ç���î�ð�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
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https://financialpost.com/news/financial-post-charities-of-the-year-2014. 
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�é�#� �-� �Û���2� ���!�*�'�'�*�2���/�#� ���/� �����#�$�)�"�.���*�!���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���Ú�ê81 A Twitter/X account 
belonging to former IRC CEO Zaid Al-Rawni also includes several posts in support of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, including retweets of senior Brotherhood figures. 82 
 
In yet another example, IRC has been named by the Islamic Zakat Society (IZS), also 
known as the Gaza Zakat Committee (GZC), as one of its patrons.83 IZS works closely 
with the Hamas leadership and is managed by Hamas preacher Hazem Al-Sirraj, 
while GZC has ties to Fatah, the PFLP, and Hamas.84 Lastly, IRC is allegedly a 
leading donor of the Unlimited Friends Association (UFA), which has been 
identified as being aligned with senior Hamas leaders, working to reward families 
�*�!���é�(���-�/�4�-�.�ê���$�)�������5�����2�$�/�#�������.�#���#���)���*�0�/�.�Û�����)�����+�-�*�(�*�/�$�)�"�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�����-�#� �/�*�-ic across 
its social media pages.85 
 
Despite these many associations, it was announced in June 2023 that IRC had 
reached an out-of-court settlement over a 2018 defamation lawsuit with a group 
working to counter Islamist extremism in Canada, which had previously warned 
government officials of �
�����è�.���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���!�*�-���
�����Û���2�#�$���#���$�)���/�0�-�)���+�-�*�1�$��� �����.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�*��
alleged Hamas proxies.86 �
���������'���$�(� �����/�#���/���$�/���2���.���/�#� ���/���-�"� �/���*�!�����)���é�
�.�'���(�*�+�#�*���$���ê��
misinformation campaign in a press release following the announcement of the 
�.� �/�/�'� �(� �)�/�Û�������'�'�$�)�"���$�/�.� �'�!���é�����-� �.�+� ���/� ���Û���+�0�-� �'�4���#�0�(���)�$�/���-�$���)�������)�����$���)��
�*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê87 
 
 

Arab Medical Union  
 
The Arab Medical Union is another Canadian organization that continues to operate 
despite having confirmed ties to the Muslim Brotherhood network and terrorist 
groups such as Hamas. In 2007, the president of the Union, Abdel Moneim Abouel 
Fotouh, was descr�$��� �����*�)���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*�����2� ���.�$�/� �����.�������é�#�$�"�#-ranking 
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2023, https://www.meforum.org/islamist-charity-uses-lawfare-to-silence-critics. 
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�(� �(��� �-���*�!���/�#� ���$�)�!���(�*�0�.�����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���Ú�ê88 He was forced out in 2011, and in 
�¨�¦�§�¬�����"�4�+�/�è�.�����/���/� ����� ���0�-�$�/�4�����"� �)���4���$�)�1� �.�/�$�"���/� �����-� �+�*�-�/�.���/�#���/�����*�/�*�0�#���2���.���2�*�-�&�$�)�"��
with Hezbollah and the Iranian Revolutionary Guards. 89 A Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) audit  also revealed that the Arab Medical Union is a prominent supporter of 
�	���(���.�Û���)�*�/�$�)�"���/�#���/���$�/�.���2� ���.�$�/� ���é���*�)�/���$�)�.���1�$��� �*���*�!���	���(���.���!�*�0�)��� �-�����#� �$�&�#�����#�(� ����
�����.�.�$�)�Û���/�#���)�&�$�)�"���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)���!�*�-���$�/�.�����.�.�$�.�/���)��� �Ú�ê90 The CRA audit notes that 
Israel listed the Arab Medical Union as an unlawful association on June 6, 2008, for 
its membership in the Union of Good and its support for Hamas. 91 
 
The CRA audit also found that IRFAN-Canada had written agreements with the Arab 
Medical Union to transfer roughly C$525,274 in funding in 2009. 92 
 
 

The Islamic Society of North America -Canada  
 
The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) is another one of the Muslim 
Brotherhood -affiliated organizations that appeared as an unindicted co -conspirator 
in the Holy Land Foundation terrorism funding trials. Congressional records from 
January 8, 2016, fu�-�/�#� �-���)�*�/� ���/�#���/���
���������2���.���!�*�0�)��� �����$�)���§�¯�®�§�����4���/�#� ���é�����0���$-funded 
Muslim -���/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�Û�ê���2�#�$���#���2���.���!�*�0�)��� �����+���-�/�$���'�'�4�����4���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(��
Brotherhood, and that the two groups are still partners. 93 The Canadian chapter of 
ISNA has been similarly sanctioned but continues to operate nonetheless.  
 
In 2013, the CRA revoked ISNA-�����)�������è�.�����#���-�$�/�����'� ���.�/���/�0�.�Û���.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/���!�0�)���.���é�(���4��
have been used to support the political efforts of Jamaat-e-Islami and/or its armed 
�2�$�)�"�Û���	�$�5���0�'�����0�%���#�$��� � �)�Ú�ê94 Later, in 2017, two additional affiliates of ISNA -Canada, 
ISNA Islamic Services Canada and the Canadian Islamic Trust Foundation lost their 
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�/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê100 According to the CRA, IRFAN-�����)���������2���.���é�"�$�1� �)���/�#� ��
��� �)� �!�$�/���*�!���/�#� �����*�0���/�ê�����!�/� �-���$�/�.���$�)�$�/�$���'�����0���$�/�Û�����0�/���$�)���/�#� ���!�*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"���4� ���-�.���/�#� �����"� �)���4��
���*�)���'�0��� �����/�#���/���é�
��������-Canada is an integral part of an international fundraising 
� �!�!�*�-�/���/�*���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���	���(���.�Ú�ê101 In April 2011, IRFAN-Canada had its charitable status 
revoked for failing to keep adequate books and records of foreign activities. 102 In 
�������$�/�$�*�)�Û���/�#� ���������è�.�����0���$�/�����/�/� �.�/� �����/�#���/���é�2� ���#���1� ����� � �)�������'� ���/�*��� �.�/�����'�$�.�#���/�#���/���œ�§�©��
million transferred to other organizations in the form of gifts -in -kind was provided 
to organizations which we have been able to document from public records as 
having tie �.���/�*���	���(���.�Ú�ê103 
 
Interestingly, despite the years -long investigations into its activities and the 
subsequent revocation of its charitable status, IRFAN-Canada continued to operate 
���)�����#�*�.�/��� �1� �)�/�.�Ú���
�)����� ��� �(��� �-���¨�¦�§�¨�Û���$�/���.�+�*�)�.�*�-� �����/�#� ���é��� �1�$�1�$�)�"���/�#� ���
�.�'���(�$�������+�$�-�$�/�ê��
conference in Toronto, where then -member of parliament Justin Trudeau gave the 
keynote address.104 ���#� ��� �1� �)�/�����'�.�*���!� ���/�0�-� �����.�+� ���&� �-�.���.�0���#�����.�������-�$�,�������(�������)�Û���é�2�#�*��
famously called for a moratorium, rather than a ban, on the stoning of women, and 
���1�*�$���.�����*�)��� �(�)�$�)�"���	���(���.�ê105 
 
Ramadan, an author and lecturer, was also previously denied a visa to the United 
���/���/� �.���!�*�-�����*�)�/�-�$���0�/�$�)�"���é�(�*�)� �4���/�*�����)���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)���2�#�$���#���+�-�*�1�$��� �����(���/� �-�$���'���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�*��
�	���(���.�Û�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���"�-�*�0�+�Ú�ê106 �����(�������)�è�.���"�-���)���!���/�#� �-�Û���	���.�.���)�����'-Banna, was the 
founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, and his father Said was a major figure in the 
���-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*�����2�#�*���$�.����� �'�$� �1� �����/�*���#���1� �����0�/�#�*�-� �����é���#� �����-�*�%� ���/�Û�ê�������-�*�����(���+���!�*�-���$�)�.�/���'�'�$�)�"��
�
�.�'���(�$�����-� �"�$�(� �.���$�)���/�#� ����� �.�/�����4���(� ���)�.���*�!���épropaganda, preaching, and if necessary, 
�2���-�Ú�ê107 Responding to criticisms over his participation in the controversial event, 
���-�0��� ���0�����$�.�(�$�.�.� �����/�#� �(�Û���.���4�$�)�"���é�
�è�1� ���#� ���-���������)�0�(��� �-���*�!���+� �*�+�'� ��� �3�+�-� �.�.�����*�)��� �-�)�.��
�����*�0�/���/�#�$�.��� �1� �)�/���/�#���/���
����� �-�/���$�)�'�4�����*�)�è�/���0�)��� �-�.�/���)�������)�����
�����*�)�è�/���.�#���-� �Ú�ê108 
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102 �D���Œ�l�����o�µ�u�����Œ�P�U���^�/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o���Z���o�]���(���&�µ�v�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�������(�(�o�]���š���������v�����E�������Ç�������v���������~�/�Z�&���E-Canada) has status 

�Œ���À�}�l�����U�_�������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���>���Á�U April 11, 2011, 
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/international_relief_fund_for_the_afflicted_and_needy_canada
_irfan-canada_h/. 

103 Ibid. 
104 �d�Z���������v�����]���v���W�Œ���•�•�U���^�^�‰�}�v�•�}�Œ���Á�]�š�Z���Œ���Á�•���(�Œ�}�u���/�•�o���u�]�������À���v�š���d�Œ�µ�������µ���š�}�����š�š���v���U�_���������U�����������u�����Œ���í�ó�U���î�ì�í�î�U��

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/sponsor-withdraws-from-islamic-event-trudeau-to-attend-1.1185669. 
105 �����À�]�������X���,���Œ�Œ�]�•�U���^�:�µ�•�š�]�v���d�Œ�µ�������µ�[�•���/�•�o���u�]�•�š���Z���À�]�À���o�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U December 20, 2012, 

https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/justin-trudeau-islamist-revival. 
106 American Academy of Religion v. Chertoff, 06 CV 588 (PAC), United States District Court, S.D. New York, 

December 20, 2007, https://casetext.com/case/american-academy-of-religion-v-chertoff. 
107 �K�o�]�À�]���Œ���'�]�µ�š�š���U���^�d�Z�����^�š���š���������‰���Œ�š�u���v�š���t���•���Z�]�P�Z�š���š�}�������v�Ç���d���Œ�]�‹���Z���u�������v�������s�]�•���U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U 

October 16, 2006, https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/the-state-department-was-right-to-deny-
tariq. 

108 �d�Z���������v�����]���v���W�Œ���•�•�U���^�^�‰�}�v�•�}�Œ���Á�]�š�Z���Œ���Á�•���(�Œ�}�u���/�•�o���u�]�������À���v�š���d�Œ�µ�������µ���š�}�����š�š���v���U�_���������U�����������u�����Œ���í�ó�U���î�ì�í�î�U��
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/sponsor-withdraws-from-islamic-event-trudeau-to-attend-1.1185669. 

https://www.scribd.com/document/221036965/IRFAN-Canada-CRA-Audit
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/international_relief_fund_for_the_afflicted_and_needy_canada_irfan-canada_h/
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/blog/international_relief_fund_for_the_afflicted_and_needy_canada_irfan-canada_h/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/sponsor-withdraws-from-islamic-event-trudeau-to-attend-1.1185669
https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/justin-trudeau-islamist-revival
https://casetext.com/case/american-academy-of-religion-v-chertoff
https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/the-state-department-was-right-to-deny-tariq
https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/the-state-department-was-right-to-deny-tariq
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/sponsor-withdraws-from-islamic-event-trudeau-to-attend-1.1185669


We Stand on Guard for Thee?  |  28 

Following the revocation of its charitable status in 2011, IRFAN -Canada was 
ultimately listed as a terrorist entity by the Canadian government on April 29, 
2014.109 In deciding to formally list the organization, the government attested that 
between 2005 and 2009, IRFAN-Canada transferred approximately C$14.6 million 
worth of resources to various organizations associated with Hamas. 110 Commenting 
�*�)���/�#� ���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)���/�*���'�$�.�/���
��������-Canada as a terrorist entity, Minister of 
���0���'�$���������!� �/�4�����)�������(� �-�"� �)���4�����-� �+���-� ���)� �.�.�����/� �1� �)�����'���)� �4��� �(�+�#���.�$�5� �����/�#���/���é�
��������-
Canada has knowingly financed Hamas, a listed terrorist entity, for many years. T he 
well intentioned and charitable Canadians who sought to support humanitarian 
�-� �'�$� �!���/�#�-�*�0�"�#���/�#�$�.���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)����� �.� �-�1� ����� �/�/� �-�Ú�ê111 
 
Furthermore, the CRA document  that establishes the links between IRFAN and 
Hamas provides an in-depth analysis of the many parties and partners involved in 
the network, as well as details of how IRFAN-Canada knowingly provided direct 
funding to entities controlled by Hamas in Gaza and  the West Bank. It found, for 
example, that IRFAN-Canada claimed that payments made to the Ministry of 
Telecommunications and Information Technology, which was under the control 
and direction of Hamas from March 2006 to June 2007, were made for orphan 
sponsorships.112 However, the CRA noted that IRFAN-Canada could not substantiate 
these claims with documentation and that it had found that the website of the 
Hamas-run Ministry of Telecommunications in Gaza stated that it distributed 
financial assistance to the families �*�!���é�(���-�/�4�-�.�ê���/�#�-�*�0�"�#���/�#� ���+�*�.�/���*�!�!�$��� ���.�4�.�/� �(�Û��
which also fell under its authority. 113 
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Canada, April 29, 2014, https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2014/04/government-canada-lists-irfan-
canada-terrorist-entity.html. 

110 Ibid. 
111 Ibid. 
112 �����v���������Z���À���v�µ�������P���v���Ç�U���^�/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o���Z���o�]���(���&�µ�v�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�������(�(�o�]���š���������v�����E�������Ç���~�����v�������•�v Links to 

�,���u���•�U�_�������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���>���Á�U���v�X���X�U��
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/uploads/Appendix_G_AFL_IRFAN.pdf. 

113 Ibid. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/charities-giving/charities/whats-new/revoked-canadian-charity-listed-under-criminal-code-terrorist-entity.html
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/uploads/Appendix_G_AFL_IRFAN.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2014/04/government-canada-lists-irfan-canada-terrorist-entity.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2014/04/government-canada-lists-irfan-canada-terrorist-entity.html
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/uploads/Appendix_G_AFL_IRFAN.pdf


29  |  ISGAP 

 
 
 
 
�ª�•�N�•�8�|�@���X���Ô�ü�V�º���¬�º���ã����Canada  
 
���)�*�/�#� �-���$�.�.�0� ���*�!�����*�)�.�$��� �-�����'� �����*�)��� �-�)���$�)�������)���������$�.���/�#� ��� �3�/� �)�/���*�!�������/���-�è�.���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� ��
in several spheres within the country, including academia, Muslim charities and 
Islamic centers, and the energy sector. Each sphere is examined below. 
 
 

Academia  
 
In academia, Qatari funding and influence appear to be impacting campuses and 
�*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���/�#�-�*�0�"�#�*�0�/���/�#� �����*�0�)�/�-�4�Ú�����*�-��� �3���(�+�'� �Û�������/���-�è�.�����$�)�$�.�/�-�4���*�!�������0�����/�$�*�)��
provides Qatari students with scholarships to study at prestigious Canadian 
universities, includi ng McGill, Concordia, York University, and the University of 
Toronto. 114 In addition to this, the Qatar University College of Engineering has listed 
multiple Canadian universities, including McGill, Concordia, and McMaster, as 
�é���*�'�'�����*�-���/�$�)�"���$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� �.�Ú�ê115 In February 2012, the McGill University Senate released 
a report  seeking approval for the creation of the McGill University �òQatar Institute 
for Oral Health, a new campus of McGill based in Qatar. 116 Among the aspects of the 
���"�-� � �(� �)�/���)�*�/� �����$�)���/�#� ���-� �+�*�-�/���2���.���/�#���/���������$�'�'�è�.���������0�'�/�4���*�!����� �)�/�$�.�/�-�4���2���.��
approached by the Qatar Foundation with a view to entering into the partnership. 117 
���#� ���.���(� ���4� ���-�Û�������/���-�è�.�����(�����.�.�����*�-���/�*�������)�������Û�������'� �(�����'-Shafi, announced a US$1.25 
million donation to McGill and its Institute of Islamic Studies in commemoration of 
its 60th anniversary that year. 118 This was a significant development, as the Institute 
had not had a formal relationship with Qatar up to that point. 119 
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https://www.qu.edu.qa/SiteImages/static_file/qu/colleges/engineering/documents/Collaborating_Institutes.pdf
https://www.qu.edu.qa/SiteImages/static_file/qu/colleges/engineering/documents/Collaborating_Institutes.pdf
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Furthermore, Qatar Airways announced its strategic collaboration with McGill 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.���
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� ���!�*�-�����$�-�����)�������+����� ���
���2���$�)���¨�¦�§�¯�Û���-� �!� �-�-�$�)�"���/�*���$�/�����.���é�/�#� ���2�*�-�'���è�.��
premier institution for innovative research and education in the field of air and 
�.�+����� ���'���2�Ú�ê120 The inaugural Qatar Airways �òMcGill Air Law Moot Court Competition 
and the Qatar Airway�òMcGill Rising Scholars in Air and Space Law Conference were 
held in Montreal in March 2019. The events were attended by government officials 
and aviation and space industry professionals, in addition to scholars and graduate 
students from over 20 countries. 121 
 
Other Canadian universities with compelling Qatari links include the University of 
Calgary and the College of the North Atlantic (CNA). UCQ, a branch of the 
University of Calgary located in Doha, which was established in 2007 as the 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�������'�"���-�4�è�. first overseas branch, focuses primarily on nursing 
education. 122 It offers Bachelor and Master of Nursing programs accredited by the 
Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing (CASN).123 In 2012, it was reported that, 
in the almost five years since its inception, UCQ had received over US$1 million in 
research funding. 124 
 
Meanwhile, the CNA and Qatar maintained a long -standing service agreement 
between 2001 and 2022. Beginning in June 2001, the Newfoundland and Labrador-
based CNA was selected to be the lead college for a contract to develop the Qatar 
College of Technology.125 The contract was valued at over C$500 million, the largest 
international contract ever awarded to a Canadian post -secondary institution. 126 In 
2012, the president of CAN-�����/���-�Û����� �)���������'� �*���Û���)�*�/� �����/�#���/�Û���2�$�/�#���¨�Ú�®�·���*�!�������/���-�è�.��
��������� ���-�(���-�&� �����!�*�-���-� �.� ���-���#�Û���é������-Q can be a conduit to one of the most generous 
�+�0���'�$�����'�'�4���!�0�)��� �����-� �.� ���-���#���!�0�)���.���*�)���/�#� ���+�'���)� �/�Û���2�#� �-� ���ç�)�*���"�*�*�����$��� �����"�*� �.��
�0�)�!�0�)��� ���Ú�è�ê127 
 
As of 2022, the CNA no longer operates its Doha campus. It now functions as an 
independent educational institution with its own leadership and staff, and its new 

 

120 �^�Y���š���Œ�����]�Œ�Á���Ç�•���]�v���š�]��-�µ�‰���Á�]�š�Z�������v���������À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U�_��Gulf Times, April 4, 2019, https://www.gulf-
times.com/story/627813/qatar-airways-in-tie-up-with-canada-varsity. 

121 Ibid. 
122 �^�Y���š���Œ�������u�‰�µ�•�U�_���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���}�(�������o�P���Œ�Ç�U���v�X���X�U��https://ucalgary.ca/about/our-campuses/qatar-campus. 
123 Ibid. 
124 �^�h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���}�(�������o�P���Œ�Ç���Y���š���Œ�U�_�����Æ�‰�o�}�Œ�����Y���š���Œ�U���v�X���X�U��https://www.explore-

qatar.com/schools_and_universities/universities/university-of-calgary-. 
125 �^���}�o�o���P�����o���v���•���¨�ñ�ì�ì���u�]�o�o�]�}�v���]�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�����}�v�š�Œ�����š�U�_�����}�o�o���P�����}�(���š�Z�����E�}�Œ�š�Z�����š�o���v�š�]���U���:�µ�v�����ñ�U���î�ì�ì�í�U��

https://www.cna.nl.ca/news/news-article?messageid=74. 
126 Ibid. 
127 �d���v�Ç�������o���Æ���v�����Œ�U���^�Y���š���Œ�����v���������v���������‰���Œ�š�v���Œ���(�}�Œ�������•�µ�•�š���]�v�����o�����Á�}�Œ�o���U�_�����}�o�o���P�����}�(���š�Z�����E�}�Œ�š�Z�����š�o���v�š�]���U��

October 2, 2012, https://www.cna.nl.ca/news/news-article?messageid=856. 

https://www.gulf-times.com/story/627813/qatar-airways-in-tie-up-with-canada-varsity
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name is the University of Doha for Science and Technology (UDST).128 The CNA 
acknowledged that this knowledge transfer over time and the move towards the 
� �1� �)�/�0���'���$�)��� �+� �)��� �)��� ���*�!���/�#� ���.���#�*�*�'���2���.���/�#� ���é���*�-�)� �-�.�/�*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���*�-�$�"�$�)���'��
���"�-� � �(� �)�/�Ú�ê129 It noted that the Qatar campus grew from 300 students in 11 
programs in 2001, to more than 5,000 full-time students in more than 30 programs 
by the time their service agreement ended. 130 
 
 

Muslim Charities and Islamic Centers  
 
���)�*�/�#� �-���(���%�*�-�����*�(�+�*�)� �)�/���*�!�������/���-�è�.�������/�$�1�$�/�4���$�)�������)���������$�.���$�/�.���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���!�*�-�����#���-�$�/�$� �.��
and Islamic centers in Canada, including entities implicated in the promotion of 
extremist rhetoric and maintaining ties with terrorist groups. As previously noted, 
for exam�+�'� �Û���/�#� ���������è�.�����0���$�/���*�!�������������'�.�*���-� �1� ���'� �������*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)�.�����)�����.�0���.�/���)�/�$���'��
financial flows from Qatar to MAC, specifically through Qatar Charity. For example, 
MAC received C$1,401,139 in donations from Qatar Charity in 2012, while the CRA 
points to C$2,454,288 in donations from Qatar Charity specifically intended for the 
purchase of land and a building for the Islamic Community Centre of Ontario 
(ICCO) project in 2013.131 
 

Figure 4: Excerpt from CRA audit of the Muslim Association of Canada 132 

 
The CRA audit raised multiple concerns, including:  
 
(a) Lack of transparency: MAC failed to report the Qatar Charity donations on its 

T3010 Registered Charity Information Return, as required by law.  

 

128 �:�µ���v�]�š�����D���Œ�����Œ�U���^���}�o�o���P�����}�(���š�Z�����E�}�Œ�š�Z�����š�o���v�š�]�����]�•�����}�v�����]�v�����}�Z�������•���]�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v���Œ���v���u�������]�v���Z���]�P���u�]�o���•�š�}�v���[���(�}�Œ��
�Y���š���Œ�U�_���W�E�/�����š�o���v�š�]�����E���Á�•�U���D���Œ���Z���ô�U���î�ì�î�î�U��https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/college-of-the-
north-atlantic-is-done-in-doha-as-institution-renamed-in-big-milestone-for-qatar-100703350. 

129 Ibid. 
130 Ibid. 
131 Letter from the CRA to MAC Executive Director concerning the audit of the Muslim Association of Canada, 

March 17, 2021, Canadian Charity Law, p. 65, https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-
2021.pdf. 

132 Ibid. 

https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/college-of-the-north-atlantic-is-done-in-doha-as-institution-renamed-in-big-milestone-for-qatar-100703350
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https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf
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(b) Misleading transfers: Wire transfer confirmations for funds from Qatar Charity 
�$�)���'�0��� �����1���"�0� ����� �.���-�$�+�/�$�*�)�.�Û���.�0���#�����.���é�2���/� �-���2� �'�'�.���¥�����-�$�'�'�$�)�"��� �3�+� �)�.� �.�ê�����)����
�é� ���0�����/�$�*�)���'��� �3�+� �)�.� �.�Û�ê���/�#���/�����$�����)�*�/���������0�-���/� �'�4���-� �!�'� ���/���/�#� ���/�-�0� ���+�0�-�+�*�.� ���*�!���/�#� ��
funds, which was purch asing property for ICCO. 

(c) Muslim Brotherhood connections: The CRA audit suggests a close association 
between MAC and the Muslim Brotherhood organization. 133 

 
Another manner in which Qatar -funded Islamic centers in Canada are being used to 
influence public opinion on Middle Eastern issues is via strategic community 
engagement. The CRA audit of MAC, for example, refers to an ICCO BBQ event that 
�2���.���#� �'�����$�)�����0�"�0�.�/���¨�¦�§�ª���*�)���/�#� ���/�#� �(� ���é���"���$�)�.�/���
�)�%�0�.�/�$��� �����)�������+�+�-� �.�.�$�*�)�Ú�ê134 The 
���������)�*�/� �.���/�#���/���/�#� ���!�0�)���.�����*�'�'� ���/� �����2� �-� ���-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4���$�)�/� �)��� �����é�/�*�2���-���.���-���$�.�$�)�"��
awareness to the Canadian public about the situation in the Middle East, motivating 
revolutionists in all Arab countries, and getting Media Attention on what is 
�#���+�+� �)�$�)�"�Ú�ê135 This approach, of using casual, community -friendly events such as a 
BBQ to introduce and discuss contentious geopolitical issues and promote a specific 
narrative, illustrates the manner in which Qatar is actively working to shape 
Canadian public opinion o n the Middle East. 
 

Figure 5: Excerpt from CRA audit of the Muslim Association of Canada 136 

 
Furthermore, the CRA document  that establishes IRFAN-�����)�������è�.���'�$�)�&�.���/�*���	���(���.��
notes previous attempts by IRFAN-�����)�������è�.���'� ����� �-�.�#�$�+���/�*��� �.�/�����'�$�.�#���/�$� �.���2�$�/�#�������/���-��
Charity. Between October 28 and November 2, 2009, IRFAN-�����)�������è�.����� �)� �-���'��
Manager, Rasem Abdel-Majid, travelled to Qatar to mee t with representatives of 
Qatar Charity to discuss a partnership between the two organizations. 137 The CRA 
document further stipulates that Qatar Charity was listed as an unlawful association 
in Israel on June 26, 2008, for its membership of the Union of Good, which it notes is 
a Hamas fundraising network. 138 Qatar Charity was also named by Osama bin Laden 

 

133 Ibid. 
134 Ibid., at 29. 
135 Ibid. 
136 Ibid. 
137 �����v���������Z���À���v�µ�������P���v���Ç�U���^�/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o���Z���o�]���(���&�µ�v�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�������(�(�o�]���š���������v�����E�������Ç���~�����v�������•�v Links to 

�,���u���•�U�_�������v�����]���v�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���>���Á�U���v�X���X�U���‰�X���ñ�U��
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/uploads/Appendix_G_AFL_IRFAN.pdf. 

138 Ibid. 
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Dhouib visited Qatar with members of the CQBF to discuss ways to enhance 
relations and investments between Qatar and Canada in November 2023.147 This was 
further expanded upon in December 2024, when Dhouib revealed plans to propose 
�����/���-�����.�������é�"�0� �.�/���)���/�$�*�)�ê���!�*�-���é�����
�����*�)�)� ���/�Ü�����*�)�/�-� ���'�����$�"�$�/���'����� � �&�ê�Û�����)�����)�)�0���'��
event that brings together entrepreneurs, researchers, policymakers, and industry 
leaders to discuss digital innovation opportunities and challenges. 148 Dhouib 
� �(�+�#���.�$�5� �����/�#���/���#�$�.���"�*���'���2���.���/�*�����-� ���/� �������é���*�#�������*�)�)� ���/�ê�����.�����)��� �3�/� �)�.�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� ��
Montreal event, providing a platform for Qatar to showcase its technological 
advancements while fostering deeper ties with Canada and the global innovation 
���*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�Ú�ê149 
 

Figure 6: Copy of application form requesting funding from Qatar Charity 150 

 
 
The scale and impact of foreign funding of religious institutions and community 
centers in Canada may be further understood by examining the solicitation of funds 
from Qatar Charity by World Islamic Mission Canada (WIM). In October 2016, WIM 

 

147 �^�Y���š���Œ�����Z���u�����Œ���š�}�����v�Z���v���������}�}�‰���Œ���š�]�}�v���Á�]�š�Z�������v�����]���v���Y���š���Œ�]�����µ�•�]�v���•�•���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U�_���D���Œ�Z�������U���E�}�À���u�����Œ���í�ð�U��
2023, https://marhaba.qa/qatar-chamber-to-enhance-cooperation-with-canadian-qatari-business-forum/. 

148 �^�Y���š���Œ�����Ç���•���,�}�•�š�]�v�P���'�o�}�����o�����]�P�]�š���o���/�v�v�}�À���š�]�}�v�����À���v�š�U�_���<�Z���o�����i���D���P�U�����������u�����Œ���î�í�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://khaleejmag.com/business/qatar-eyes-hosting-global-digital-innovation-event/. 

149 Ibid. 
150 The application form sent to Qatar Charity by Yasser Mourad Dhouib on April 28, 2015, on behalf of the 

Islamic Center of Quebec was obtained by ISGAP researchers. 

between C$24 and 30 million 
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sent a project proposal to Qatar Charity in Doha, requesting assistance for the 
���*�)�.�/�-�0���/�$�*�)���*�!���é�/�#� ���'���-�"� �.�/���
�.�'���(�$������� �)�/�-� ���$�)���/�#� ���+�-�*�1�$�)��� ���*�!�����)�/���-�$�*�Ú�ê151 WIM, 
which was established in 1995, claimed to have received permission from the CRA 
to accumulate C$23 million for the project. 152 

 

The fact that such significant Qatari funding is being sought by Canadian Islamic 
organizations beyond aforementioned groups such as MAC suggests a broader 
network of potential Qatari influence within Canadian Muslim communities. The 
similarity in project scope and ambition to other Qatari -funded initiatives indicates 
a consistent strategy of comprehensive community development, potentially guided 
by Qatari interests. This warrants further investigation into the full extent of Qatari 
funding across Canadian Islamic organizations and its implications for community 
development, integration, and potential ideological influence.  
 

Figure 7: Copy of letter sent by World Islamic Mission Canada to Qatar Charity 153 

 
  

 

151 �E�}�}�Œ�Z���•�•���v���<���µ�•�]�u�U���^�Y���š���Œ�����Z���Œ�]�š�Ç�����‰�‰�o�]�����š�]�}�v���&�]�v���o�U�_���t�}�Œ�o�����/�•�o���u�]�����D�]�•�•�]�}�v���~�����v�������•�U���K���š�}�����Œ���õ�U���î�ì�í�ò�U��
https://anyflip.com/gjhf/lyjm/basic. 

152 Ibid. 
153 Ibid. 
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�����/���-�è�.���.�/�-���/� �"�$�����!�0�)���$�)�"���*�!��Islamic centers in Canada may also be identified  
through the financial reports of Qatar Charity UK (QCUK) from 2015 to 2017. 
Information in these reports demonstrates a concerted effort to more firmly 
establish and enhance Muslim community infrastructure across Canada. 154 This 
includes the construction of recreational facilities, Islamic schools, and community 
centers.155 
 
���#�$�.���$�.���.�$�"�)�$�!�$�����)�/���"�$�1� �)�����������è�.�����$�-� ���/�����!�!�$�'�$���/�$�*�)���2�$�/�#�������/���-�����#���-�$�/�4�Ú���
�)���!�����/�Û���/�#� ��������
Charity Commission intervened upon discovering in 2015 that QCUK received 
almost all of its funding from Qatar Charity. 156 In its report, the Charity Commission 
���-�"�0� �����/�#���/�����'�'���*�!�����������è�.���/�-�0�.�/� � �.���2� �-� ���'�$�)�&� �����/�*�������/���-�����#���-�$�/�4�Û���)�*�/�$�)�"���$�/�.��
connection to Hamas and the fact that it had been banned in Israel. 157 
 
Qatar Charity UK changed its name to Nectar Trust Ltd. in October 2017, possibly to 
distance itself from a direct association with Qatar, but its goals remained 
unchanged. An investigation by French journalists, for example, found that Nectar 
Trust was allegedly used to fund mult imillion -pound projects linked to the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Britain and France. 158 It also reportedly received £28 million 
(roughly US$35 million) from Qatar Charity in 2017. 159 A September 2020 report by 
the International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation (ICSR) followed up by 
�.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/���é���/���'� ���.�/���§�©�®���+�-�*�%� ���/�.�������-�*�.�.�����0�-�*�+� �Û���(���)�4���-� �'���/� �����/�*�����0�.�'�$�(��
Brotherhood associated organizations, were being bankrolled by Qatar Charit y 
�ù�����ú�Ú�ê160 ICSR cited French journalists Christian Chesnot and Georges Malbrunot, 
�2�#�*���.�/���/� �����/�#���/�������/���-�����#���-�$�/�4�è�.���"�*���'���$�)�����0�-�*�+� ���$�.���ç�é�/�*���.�/�-� �)�"�/�#� �)���
�.�'���(�$�����$��� �)�/�$�/�4�����)����
help spread and entrench political Islam in Muslim communities throughout 
���0�-�*�+� �Ú�ê161 
 
According to financial statements for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2017, Nectar 
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��� �)�/�-� �.���$�)�������)�������Ú�ê162 Its 2019 financial statements show continued support for 
these centers, though the exact amount transferred is not specified. 163 Nectar Trust 
was formerly run by Yousef bin Ahmed Al -Kuwari, a Qatari official and member of 
the Shura Council, who has also served as the CEO of Qatar Charity since 2011.164 He 
is the founder of Islamweb, a website that encourages Muslims to hate Jews and 
Christians. 165 ���.���.�0���#�Û���/�#� ����� ���/���-�����-�0�.�/�è�.���+���-�/�$���$�+���/�$�*�)���$�)�����#���-�$�/�����'� ���*�-��� ���0�����/�$�*�)���'��
endeavors in Canada is entirely inappropriate and demands far greater scrutiny by 
Canadian officials.  
 

Figure 8: Excerpt from Qatar Charity UK (QCUK) 2015 Financial Statement 166 

 
Figure 9: Excerpt from Nectar Trust (QCUK) 2017 Financial Statement 167 
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history/MzE5NjE2MTg1M2FkaXF6a2N4/document?format=pdf&download=0. 
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7, 2016, available at: https://find -and-update.company-
information.service.gov.uk/company/08006947/filing-
history/MzEzOTkwMDQzM2FkaXF6a2N4/document?format=pdf&download=0. 
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Another Qatar-based organization that is known to provide funding to extremist 
entities and has been shown to be active in Canada is Eid Charity. The Sheikh Eid 
Bin Mohammad Al Thani Charitable Foundation, also known as Eid Charity, was 
founded in Doha in 1995 and is the second largest charity organization in Qatar. 168 
Officially claiming that its mission is to provide various forms of humanitarian aid 
to society, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace referred to Eid Charity 
���.���é�+�-�*�������'�4���/�#� �����$�"�"� �.�/�����)�����(�*�.�/���$�)�!�'�0� �)�/�$���'�������/�$�1�$�.�/�������'���!�$-controlled relief 
organiz���/�$�*�)���$�)���/�#� ���2�*�-�'���Ú�ê169 
 
��� �.�+�$�/� ���/�#�$�.�Û�����$�������#���-�$�/�4�è�.���'� ����� �-�.�#�$�+�����)�������*�)���/�$�*�)�.���#���1� ����� � �)�����$�-� ���/�'�4���'�$�)�&� �����/�*��
radical Islamist and terrorist entities. The founder of Eid Charity, Abdulrahman al -
Nuaimi, for example, has been listed as a Specially Designated Global Terrorist 
(SDGT) by the US Treasury Department and has been accused of working to transfer 
funds to al-����� ���������!�!�$�'�$���/� �.���$�)�����4�-�$�������'�*�)�"���2�$�/�#���*�/�#� �-���(� �(��� �-�.���*�!���/�#� �����#���-�$�/�4�è�.��
leadership. 170 Eid Charity is also a member of the Union of Good, the 
aforementioned US Treasury Department -designated terrorist entity led by Muslim 
Brotherhood cleric Yusuf al -Qaradawi.171 Eid Charity was also notably included in 
�/�#� ���é�/� �-�-�*�-���'�$�.�/�ê���*�!�������/���--based entities and individuals with ties to terrorism drawn 
up by Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Bahrain shortly after they 
cut ties with Qatar in 2017.172 
 
���1�$��� �)��� ���*�!���!�0�)���$�)�"���/�*�������)�����$���)��� �)�/�$�/�$� �.�������)�����'�-� �����4����� ���!�*�0�)�����2�$�/�#�$�)�����$�������#���-�$�/�4�è�.��
report  of its achievements in 2008, which mentions its funding of seven Canadian 
Islamic centers in the amount of QR7,603,430 (roughly US$2 million). 173 Given the 
revelations about Eid Charity, this is yet another troubling example of Qatari 
influence on Muslim organizations in Canada. However, subsequent discoveries 
���*�)��� �-�)�$�)�"���/�#� ����� �+�/�#�.���*�!�����$�������#���-�$�/�4�è�.���"�'�*�����'���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� �Û���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���2�$�/�#�$�)�������)�������Û��
present a far more chilling picture of their reach and associations.  
 
  

 

168 Kyle Shideler et al., The Role of Select Non-�'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���o���K�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v�•���]�v�����}�Z���[�•���^�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���(�}�Œ���d���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�]�•�u 
(Center for Security Policy, 2017), https://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/NGO_Doha_Terror.pdf. 

169 Ibid., at 16. 
170 Ibid. 
171 Ibid., at 17. 
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https://www.eidcharity.net/arold/articles_attachments/1395158529_2008.pdf. 
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Figure 10: Excerpt from 2008 Eid Charity Report 174 
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a question submitted to the European Parliament in January 2022. The Charity was 
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���
���Ú�ê175 
It specifically cites significant documentation  uncovered by the Middle East Forum, 
which found that between 2004 and 2019, Eid Charity offered 46,000 grants to 391 
�"�-�*�0�+�.�����-�*�0�)�����/�#� ���2�*�-�'���Û�����$�.�/�-�$���0�/�$�)�"�������œ�­�­�¦���(�$�'�'�$�*�)���$�)���/�#� ���!�*�-�(���*�!���é�#�0�(���)�$�/���-�$���)��
���$���Ú�ê176 ���#�$�.���$�)���'�0��� �������*�)���/�$�*�)�.���/�*���¨�®�®���é�-�����$�����'���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���$�)���/�#� ����� �.�/�Ú�ê177 
Beneficiaries mainly included organizations in the Middle East, Africa, and South 
Asia, with some donations also sent to entities in Canada, Mexico, the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, and the United States.178 
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a chart of donations made that year, line 30 shows that seven Canadian Muslim centers received 
QR7,603,430 in donations in 2008, 
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175 �^�]�o�À�]�����^���Œ���}�v���U���^���Æ�š���Œ�v���o���(�µ�v���]�v�P���}�(���Œ�����]�����o���u�}�•�‹�µ���•���]�v�����µ�Œ�}�‰���U�_���W���Œ�o�]���u���v�š���Œ�Ç���Y�µ���•�š�]�}�v����-000345/2022, 
European Parliament, February 10, 2022, https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2022-
000345_EN.html. 
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Figure 11: Chart representing donations made by Eid Charity to  
Canadian Islamic institutions based on findings from leaked  

documents compiled by the Middle East Forum 179 

 
 
The Middle East Forum documents also revealed the distribution of over 1,000 
grants to 27 organizations across the Palestinian territories, worth almost US$90 
million. 180 This included donations to organizations such as the Qatar Committee for 
the Reconstruction of Gaza (QCRG), which has endorsed the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad terrorist group. 181 Also mentioned was the Islamic Charitable Society of 
Hebron (ICSH), whose head was arrested in 2020 by the Palestinian Authority 
alongside other Hamas activists for illegally distributing charity in the West Bank. 182 
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�����	�����.����� �$�)�"���é�è���$�-� ���/�'�4���'�$�)�&� �����/�*���	���(���.�Ú�è�ê183 In 
spite of this, it has received almost US$5 million in Eid Charity support. 184 
 
In Canada, over US$6.7 million in Eid Charity grants have reportedly been 
distributed to eight organizations during the same period between 2004 and 2019.185 

 

179 �^���]�������Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���'�Œ���v�š�•�U�_���'�}�}�P�o�����•�‰�Œ�������•�Z�����š�U���v�X���X�U�����À���]�o�����o�������š�W��
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mv-YubN-nhc-
yaHOe1n5an5vfF0XblTPlzeczrFxlF8/edit?gid=1319925307#gid=1319925307 (a direct link to the 
�•�‰�Œ�������•�Z�����š���]�•�����À���]�o�����o�����µ�v�����Œ���š�Z�����Z�������]�v�P���^�Z���Á�������š���_���]�v���^���u���t���•�š�Œ�}�‰�U���^�d�Z�������]�������Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���&�]�o���•�U�_���D�]�����o����
East Forum, December 14, 2021, https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/the-eid-charity-files). 

180 �:�}�Œ�����v�����}�‰���U���^�Y���š���Œ�[�•�����]�������Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���•�µ���•�]���]�Ì���•���W���o���•�š�]�v�]���v���š���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�]�•�u�U�_���:�E�^�U�����������u�����Œ���õ�U���î�ì�î�í�U��
https://www.jns.org/qatars-eid-charity-subsidizes-palestinian-terrorism/. 

181 Ibid. 
182 Ibid. 
183 �^���u���t���•�š�Œ�}�‰�U���^�d�Z�������]�������Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���&�]�o���•�U�_���&�}���µ�•���}�v���t���•�š���Œ�v���/�•�o���u�]�•�u�U���&�����Œ�µ���Œ�Ç���í�U���î�ì�î�î�U��

https://islamism.news/research/investigations/the-eid-charity-files/. 
184 �:�}�Œ�����v�����}�‰���U���^�Y���š���Œ�[�•�����]�������Z���Œ�]�š�Ç���•�µ���•�]���]�Ì���•���W���o���•�š�]�v�]���v���š���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�]�•�u�U�_���:�E�^�U�����������u�����Œ���õ�U���î�ì�î�í�U��

https://www.jns.org/qatars-eid-charity-subsidizes-palestinian-terrorism/. 
185 �D���Œ�š�Z�����>���������v�����^���u���t���•�š�Œ�}�‰�U���^�h�v���}�À���Œ�������Y���š���Œ�]���Z���P�]�u���������š�����Z���À�����o�•���&�µ�v���]�v�P���}�(���,���Œ���o�]�v�����/�•�o���u�]�•�š�•��

�����Œ�}�•�•���š�Z�����t���•�š�U�_���d�Z�������µ�Œ�}�‰�����v�����}�v�•���Œ�À���š�]�À���U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���í�ó�U���î�ì�î�î�U��
https://europeanconservative.com/articles/essay/uncovered-qatari-regime-data-reveals-funding-of-
hardline-islamists-across-the-west/. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mv-YubN-nhc-yaHOe1n5an5vfF0XblTPlzeczrFxlF8/edit?gid=1319925307#gid=1319925307
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mv-YubN-nhc-yaHOe1n5an5vfF0XblTPlzeczrFxlF8/edit?gid=1319925307#gid=1319925307
https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/the-eid-charity-files
https://www.jns.org/qatars-eid-charity-subsidizes-palestinian-terrorism/
https://islamism.news/research/investigations/the-eid-charity-files/
https://www.jns.org/qatars-eid-charity-subsidizes-palestinian-terrorism/
https://europeanconservative.com/articles/essay/uncovered-qatari-regime-data-reveals-funding-of-hardline-islamists-across-the-west/
https://europeanconservative.com/articles/essay/uncovered-qatari-regime-data-reveals-funding-of-hardline-islamists-across-the-west/


41  |  ISGAP 

To date, it has maintained all its activities in the country despite its proven extremist 
affiliations. For example, a CRA audit of the Islamic Society of British Columbia 
�ù�
�������ú�����*�)���0���/� �����!�-�*�(���¨�¦�§�¦���/�*���¨�¦�§�©���.�/���/� �����/�#���/�����$�������#���-�$�/�4���é�(���$�)�/���$�)� �����.�*�(� ���'� �1� �'��
�*�!�����*�)�/�-�*�'���*�-���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� ���*�1� �-���/�#� �����!�!���$�-�.�ê���*�!���/�#� ���
�������Ú186 Furthermore, Global News 
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connection to and possible control by the Eid Foundation is particularly concerning 
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alleged t�*���#���1� ���+�-�*�1�$��� �����.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�*���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�Ú�ê187 The directorate went on to note 
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Union of Good, a global coalition of Islamic charities operated by Hamas, a listed 
�/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/��� �)�/�$�/�4���$�)�������)�������Ú�ê188 
 
Notwithstanding these discoveries, the ISBC, which operates the Masjid al -Hidayah 
and Islamic Cultural Centre Mosque in Port Coquitlam, a city in British Columbia, 
was not penalized for its association with Eid Charity. 189 
 
Leaked Eid Charity documents compiled by the Middle East Forum found that ISBC 
had received over US$325,000 from the Charity, mostly between 2008 and 2011.190 
��� �.�+�$�/� ���/�#� ���������è�.�������&�)�*�2�'� ���"�(� �)�/�.���*�!�����$�������#���-�$�/�4�è�.���/�$� �.���/�*���/� �-�-�*�-�Û���/�#� ���*�)�'�4���+� �)���'�/�4��
�$�.�.�0� �����2���.���/�*���/�#� �����*�.�,�0� �è�.���!�*�-�(� �-���$�(���(�Û����������� �'���$�)�������#�-�Û���!�*�-���.�+� �)���$�)�"���/� �)�.���*�!��
thousands of dollars on personal purchases.191 The CRA ultimately decided not to 
follow through with the penalty against Bahr either, after the ISBC said it would 
remove him and improve its oversight mechanisms. 192 Bahr was subsequently 
arrested for committing sexual assault inside the mosque building in September 
�¨�¦�§�©�Û���/�#� ���.���(� ���(�*�)�/�#���/�#� ���������è�.�����0���$�/���2���.�����*�(�+�'� �/� ���Û�����)�����2���.���.� �)�/� �)��� �����/�*���/�#�-� � ��
and a half years in prison. 193 
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donation in 2011 for the purchase of the Dar Al -Tawheed Islamic Centre and the 
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September 28, 2017, https://globalnews.ca/news/3772655/bc-charity-qatar-liberal-government-should-
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Safa and Marwa Islamic School in Mississauga, Ontario, which are run by Imam 
Ibrahim Hindy. 194 Five years later, in January 2016, Hindy reportedly travelled to 
Qatar on a fundraising mission. 195 �
�(���(���	�$�)���4�Û���2�#�*���#���.����� � �)���-� �!� �-�-� �����/�*�����.���é���)��
���(���5�$�)�"�������)�����$���)�����)�������.���!���-�����.���
�è�(�����*�)��� �-�)� ���������)���/�$�*�)���'���/�-� ���.�0�-� �Û�ê�����4���!�*�-�(� �-��
NCCM CEO Mustafa Farooq, has also reportedly been known to end his Friday 
�.� �-�(�*�)�.���2�$�/�#�������+�-���4� �-���$�)���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���*�!���/�#� ���é�(�0�%���#�$��� � �)�Ú�ê196 In addition, in December 
�¨�¦�§�¬�Û���
�(���(���	�$�)���4���#�*�.�/� �������#� �$�&�#�������.�#�è���/�����#�(�����Û�����)�����"�4�+�/�$���)�������'���!�$�.�/���+�-� �����#� �-���2�#�*��
has justified the September 11 attacks, supports the re-establishment of the Islamic 
Caliphate, and was arrested in Egypt for his support of mujahidee n involved in the 
global jihad. 197 In September 2019, Hindy tweeted a thread denying his connections 
to Qatar and Eid Charity.198 
 
There is also a compelling nexus between Canadian and American entities 
�.�0�+�+�*�-�/� �������4�����$�������#���-�$�/�4�Ú�����*�-��� �3���(�+�'� �Û���/�#� �����$�������#���-�$�/�4�è�.�����)�"�'�$�.�#���2� ���.�$�/� ���'�$�.�/�.��
Colorado as one of the places where the organization works.199 The Charity also 
claims to have contributed to the construction of at least one mosque in the United 
States, at a cost of QR4.3 million (roughly US$1.2 million).200 According to the 
findings in the Middle East Forum documents, the Colorado Muslim Community 
Center (Dar Al-Tawheed), in Aurora, Colorado, received QR301,087 (roughly 
US$83,000) in funding from Eid Charity via the Salaheddin Islamic Centre in Canada 
(also referred to as the Saladin Islamic Center in the documents). 201 
 
Imam Karim AbuZaid, the imam of the Colorado Muslim Community Center, has 
also previously been hosted by the aforementioned Imam Hindy in his mosque, 
��� �.�+�$�/� �������0�����$���è�.���.� �-�(�*�)�.���)�*�/�����'�4���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���-� �!� �-� �)��� �.���/�*�����*�#���(�(� ���è�.���+�-�*�+�#� ���4��
about the future killing of the Jews by Muslims.202 AbuZaid also held a workshop at 
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the Salaheddin Islamic Centre in the summer of 2018 in which he taught a book 
written by Sheikh bin Jamil Zino that calls for jihad against the Jews as a duty and 
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Figure 12: Chart representing Eid Charity donations to Colorado Muslim Centers 
via the Salaheddin Islamic Centre, based on Middle East Forum documents 204  

 
 
The Salaheddin Islamic Centre in Scarborough, Ontario, is notable for preaching 
extremist ideology and was identified by the NYPD in a 2007 report on Radicalization 
in the West ���.���é�����&�)�*�2�)���-�����$�����'���(�*�.�,�0� �Ú�ê205 ���#� �����(� �-�$�����)�����*�-� �$�"�)�����*�'�$���4�����*�0�)���$�'�è�.��
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his parishioners not to cooperate with Canadian authorities, has officiated illegal 
polygamous weddings, and refused to join 120 other Canadian Imams in 
condemning the London transit bombings of Jul y 2005.206 In February 2012, the 
National Post reported on the mosque, noting that Hindy told his followers that 
�#�*�(�*�.� �3�0���'�$�/�4���2���.���é�$�)�1� �)�/� ���Û�ê���-� �!� �-�-� �����/�*���/�#� ����� �+�/� �(��� �-���§�§�����/�/�����&�.�����.�������%�*�$�)�/�����
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Democracy & Economic Warfare Institute, January 18, 2019, https://acdemocracy.org/us-imam-taught-at-
salaheddin-islamic-centre-book-that-calls-for-jihad-against-jews/. 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mv-YubN-nhc-
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East Forum, December 14, 2021, https://www.meforum.org/islamist-watch/the-eid-charity-files). 

205 Mitchell D. Silber and Arvin Bhatt, Radicalization in the West: The Homegrown Threat (New York City 
Police Department, 2007), https://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/testimony/344.pdf. 

206 �^�����v�������U�_���]�v��World Almanac of Islamism (American Foreign Policy Council, 2021), 
https://almanac.afpc.org/uploads/documents/Canada_1.pdf. 
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https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/aly-hindy-salaheddin-islamic-centre. 
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Hassan Farhat, left Canada to join an al-Qaeda-linked group in Iraq where he 
reportedly commande d a squad of suicide bombers.208 Ahmed Khadr, a senior 
Canadian al-Qaeda figure, visited the mosque when he was in Toronto, and his 
family is known to have worshipped there. 209 ���0�-�/�#� �-�(�*�-� �Û���/�#� ����� �)�/�-� �è�.���!�*�-�(� �-��
principal, Mahmoud Jaballah, was arrested in Canada in 1999 for alleged links to 
Ayman al-Zawahiri, the co -founder of al -Qaeda.210 The Washington Post reported in 
2001 that Jaballah was further being accused by Canadian authorities of being a 
member of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad terrorist group, with the Canadian Security 
�
�)�/� �'�'�$�"� �)��� ����� �-�1�$��� ���ù�����
���ú���.�/���/�$�)�"���$�)���/�#� ���*�!�!�$���$���'�����*�(�+�'���$�)�/���/�#���/���$�/���#�������ç�é�-� ���.�*�) to 
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In addition to establishing the extremist credentials of the Salaheddin Islamic 
Centre, the 2012 National Post report also notes how, at that time, almost a quarter 
�*�!���/�#� ����� �)�/�-� �è�.���-� �1� �)�0� �.�������(� ���!�-�*�(���*�0�/�.�$��� �������)�������Ú�����*�-� ���.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4�Û���/�#� ���-� �+�*�-�/��
claims that in 2010, figures from the CRA website show that three unnamed foreign 
donors provided C$931,000 of the Centr� �è�.���)� ���-�'�4�����œ�ª���(�$�'�'�$�*�)���$�)���-� �1� �)�0� ���/�#���/���4� ���-�Ú212 
These sums were approximately 10 times the annual revenue that the Centre 
reported a decade earlier, with the financial growth considered at least partly the 
result of significant foreign contributions. 213 While the report states that the CRA 
redacted the names of the foreign donors and obscured the amounts before 
releasing a copy of the tax returns to the National Post, Imam Hindy claimed that 
US$400,000 came from the Saudi-based Islamic Development Bank and that other 
donors included charities in Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. 214 
 
These significant contributions from abroad appear to have remained in place, 
�.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4���$�)���/�#� �������.� ���*�!�����$�������#���-�$�/�4�è�.�����*�)�/�$�)�0�*�0�.���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���*�!���/�#� �������'���#� �����$�)���
�.�'���(�$����
Center. According to its 2020 annual report, the Centre received QR259,000 (roughly 
US$71,000) in both 2019 and 2020.215 Overall, the Salaheddin Islamic Centre received 
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Arabic), available at: https://www.eidcharity.net/arold/articles_attachments/[...].pdf. 
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over US$275,000 in Qatari funding according to the data uncovered by the Middle 
East Forum.216 
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transfers  of QR259,000 (about US$71,000) to the Salaheddin  

Islamic Centre  in Canada  in 2019 and 2020 217 

 
 
Other Canadian recipients of donations from Eid Charity include Abu Huraira Centre 
in North York, Ontario, which received its Canadian charitable status in September 
2003. An example of the sort of rhetoric coming out of the Centre includes Toronto 
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�ç�����(�)�è���/�#� ���ç�$�)�!�$��� �'�è����� �2�.�����)�������#�-�$�.�/�$���)�.�ê���$�)���¨�¦�¦�¯�Ú218 The Centre was reportedly the 
beneficiary of US$2.4 million from Eid Charity between 2008 and 2017, according to 
the leaked documents obtained by the Middle East Forum. 219 Eid Charity also co-
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sponsored the 2017 Toronto Quran Competition with the Abu Huraira Centre, 220 
which also received an undetermined amount of funding from the Revival of Islamic 
Heritage Society (RIHS), a Kuwaiti charity sanctioned by the US Department of the 
Treasury in June 2008.221 The United Nations added RIHS to its sanctions list in 
January 2002 for being associated with al-Qaeda, Osama bin Laden and the Taliban.222 
 
A final example of known Canadian beneficiaries of Eid Charity donations is the 
Assunah Muslims Association (AMA), which received its registered charity status in 
January 2004. Between 2010 and 2012, AMA reportedly received over US$1 million in 
Eid Charity funding. 223 Reports also show that between 2007 and 2009, AMA 
transferred US$29,880 to IRFAN-Canada, which coincides with the period that 
IRFAN-Canada was providing nearly C$15 million to Hamas and associated entities, 
prior to its designation as a terrorist organization in 2014.224 
 
 

Energy Sector  
 
Beyond their financial and ideological impact on Canadian Muslim institutions, 
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international energy portfolio and enhancing its global influence in the 
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traced to June 2009, when Qatar Petroleum International (QPI) signed a 
memorandum of understanding with Canadian Natural Resources to explore joint 
investment opportunities. 225 This non-exclusive alliance was meant to lead to joint 
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https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list/summaries/entity/revival-of-islamic-heritage-society
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/sanctions/1267/aq_sanctions_list/summaries/entity/revival-of-islamic-heritage-society
https://islamism.news/research/investigations/qatar-finances-canadian-islamism/
https://www.meed.com/qatar-petroleum-signs-investment-memorandum-with-canadian-natural-resources
https://www.meed.com/qatar-petroleum-signs-investment-memorandum-with-canadian-natural-resources
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exploration and development projects. 226 In October 2021, QatarEnergy, formerly 
Qatar Petroleum, signed an agreement with ExxonMobil Canada to farm into an 
exploration license EL 1165 off the shore of Newfoundland and Labrador. 227 As a 
result, the Hampden K41 well was drilled in 2022. 228 As of 2023, QatarEnergy has 
expanded its Canadian holdings to include a 40% stake in Blocks EL 1162 and 1169 
for upstream exploration and production and a 30% interest in Block SDL 197 for oil 
and gas exploration.229 These investments and agreements demonstrate 
�����/���-���)� �-�"�4�è�.���.�/�-���/� �"�$����� �3�+���)�.�$�*�)���$�)�/�*�������)�������è�.��� �)� �-�"�4���.� ���/�*�-�Û���+���-�/�$���0�'���-�'�4���$�)��
�*�!�!�.�#�*�-� ��� �3�+�'�*�-���/�$�*�)�Ú�����#� �����*�(�+���)�4�è�.���$�)�1�*�'�1� �(� �)�/���$�)���(�0�'�/�$�+�'� ��� �3�+�'�*�-���/�$�*�)���'�$��� �)�.� �.��
and successful bids indicates a long-term commitme nt to the Canadian market, 
�+�*�/� �)�/�$���'�'�4���$�)�!�'�0� �)���$�)�"�����*�/�#�����*�0�)�/�-�$� �.�è��� �)� �-�"�4���'���)���.�����+� �.���$�)���/�#� �����*�(�$�)�"���4� ���-�.�Ú 
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�2�#�$�'� ���+�*�/� �)�/�$���'�'�4���"�$�1�$�)�"�������/���-���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� ���*�1� �-�������+�*�-�/�$�*�)���*�!�������)�������è�.��� �)� �-�"�4��
�+�-�*���0���/�$�*�)�Ú�����#� ���!�*���0�.���*�)���
������� �3�+�'�*�-���/�$�*�)�����'�$�"�)�.���2�$�/�#�������/���-�è�.���"�'�*�����'���'� ����� �-�.�#�$�+���$�)��
LNG exports and suggests a long-term strategy to maintain this position. This 
���+�+�-�*�����#��� �3� �(�+�'�$�!�$� �.�������/���-�è�.���0�.� ���*�!���$�/�.��� ���*�)�*�(�$�����.�/�-� �)�"�/�#�.���/�*�����0�$�'�����+���-�/�)� �-�.�#�$�+�.��
and influence in key global markets. Moreover, the strategic importance of these 
investments may outweigh their imm ediate financial value. They provide Qatar 
with diversification of its energy portfolio, potential leverage in international 
energy markets, and a foothold in North American energy production. This aligns 
�2�$�/�#�������/���-�è�.�����-�*����� �-���.�/�-���/� �"�4���*�!��� �3�+���)���$�)�"���$�/�.���"�'�*��al energy influence beyond its 
immediate region, effectively using its energy expertise as a tool of soft power.  
 
���.�������-� �.�0�'�/�Û���������*�-���$�)�"���/�*���/�#� �������)�����$���)���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�Û�������/���-���2���.�������)�������è�.���!�*�0�-�/�#��
largest merchandise trade partner in the Gulf region and ninth most important 
partner in the MENA region in 2023, with a bilateral merchandise trade total of 
roughly C$427 million .230 The Canadian government also mentions a Defence 
Cooperation Agreement (DCA) signed in August 2021, which has facilitated 
�é� �)�#���)��� ������� �!� �)��� �����)�����.� ���0�-�$�/�4�����*�*�+� �-���/�$�*�)����� �/�2� � �)���/�#� ���/�2�*�����*�0�)�/�-�$� �.�Ú�ê231 In 
addition, it refers to the role Qatar has played in the aftermath of the October 7 

 

226 Ibid. 
227 QatarEnergy, 2022 Annual Review (QatarEnergy, n.d.), available at: 

https://www.qatarenergy.qa/en/MediaCenter/Publications/QatarEnergy%20Annual%20Review%202022
%20-%20English.pdf. 

228 Ibid. 
229 �Y���š���Œ���v���Œ�P�Ç�U���^�^�µ�u�u���Œ�Ç�����}�v�•�}�o�]�����š�������&�]�v���v���]���o���^�š���š���u���v�š�•�U�_�����������u�����Œ���ï�í�U���î�ì�î�ï�U�����À���]�o�����o�������š�W��

https://www.qatarenergy.qa/en/MediaCenter/Publications/QatarEnergy%20Summary%20Financial%20St
atements%202023.pdf. 

230 �^�����v������-�Y���š���Œ���Œ���o���š�]�}�v�•�U�_���'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���}�(�������v�������U���^���‰�š���u�����Œ���í�ï�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://www.international.gc.ca/country-pays/qatar/relations.aspx?lang=eng. 

231 Ibid. 

https://www.qatarenergy.qa/en/MediaCenter/Publications/QatarEnergy%20Annual%20Review%202022%20-%20English.pdf
https://www.qatarenergy.qa/en/MediaCenter/Publications/QatarEnergy%20Annual%20Review%202022%20-%20English.pdf
https://www.qatarenergy.qa/en/MediaCenter/Publications/QatarEnergy%20Summary%20Financial%20Statements%202023.pdf
https://www.qatarenergy.qa/en/MediaCenter/Publications/QatarEnergy%20Summary%20Financial%20Statements%202023.pdf
https://www.international.gc.ca/country-pays/qatar/relations.aspx?lang=eng
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energy sector raises important questions about foreign investment laws and 
national security reviews. While the Investment Canada Act provides for the review 
of foreign invest ments to ensure a net benefit to Canada, the soft power 
implications of these investments may require a more nuanced legal framework. 
Policymakers should consider whether current legislation adequately addresses the 
potential long -term influence that may a rise from significant foreign state -owned 
investments in critical sectors. This may necessitate a re -evaluation of legal 
thresholds for foreign investment reviews, particularly when dealing with state -
owned enterprises from countries seeking to expand thei r global influence through 
economic means. 
 
  

 

232 Ibid. 
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Student Organizations  
 

Solidarity/Students for Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR)  
 
In 1999, several pro-Palestinian advocacy groups joined forces to run chapters at 13 
universities across Canada. The coalition operated under the name Solidarity (or 
Students) for Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR), which is an alternative name used 
by Canadian chapters of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP).233 It is directly 
affiliated with the BDS movement in Canada and actively participates in and hosts 
events such as the annual Israeli Apartheid Week across university campuses.234 
�
�)�$�/�$���'�'�4�Û�������	���è�.���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� ����� �"���)���/�*���.�+�-� �������2�#� �)���$�/�������'�'� �����!�*�-���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�����"���$�)�.�/���/�#� ��
visit of then former Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Montreal in 2002. 
The ensuing violent demonstrations were powerful enough that Netanyahu was 
ultimately b locked from speaking as planned at Concordia University. 235 
 
Since its inception, SPHR has been consistent in its anti-Israel rhetoric and its 
efforts to force various universities across Canada to join boycotts against Israel. In 
March 2018, for example, SPHR brought forth a motion endorsing the global BDS 
movement at the University of Ottawa that received a majority of votes. 236 Similarly, 
at an event at the University of British Columbia in 2017, SPHR sold keffiyehs while 
appearing in front of an image of the al -Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and Hamas-
���!�!�$�'�$���/� �����.�'�*�"���)�.���$�)�����-�����$�����/�#���/���.���$�����é��� �-�0�.���'� �(���$�.���*�0�-�.�Ú����� �����-� �����*�(�$�)�"�Ú�ê237 
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March 8, 2013, https://mondoweiss.net/2013/03/student-coalition-victories/. 
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2022, https://bdsmovement.net/news/IAW-2022-Round-Up. 

235 �,���Ì���u���:���u�i�}�µ�u�U���^�d�µ�Œ�š�o�����/�•�o���v���W�����Z���o�o���v�P�]�v�P���š�Z�����/�•�Œ�����o�]���^���š�š�o���Œ�����}�o�}�v�Ç���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z���������v�����]���v���^���š�š�o���Œ�����}�o�}�v�Ç�U�_��
Al-Majdal Magazine, no. 38 (Summer 2008), https://www.badil.org/publications/al-
majdal/issues/items/235.html. 

236 �^�D���i�}�Œ�]�š�Ç���À�}�š�����š�}�����v���}�Œ�•���������^�����š�������v���������µ�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���D�}�v�]�š�}�Œ�U���D���Œ���Z���í�ñ�U���î�ì�í�ô�U��
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180315-majority-vote-to-endorse-bds-at-canada-university/. 
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at Anti-�/�•�Œ�����o�����À���v�š�U�_��The Algemeiner, April 6, 2017, https://www.algemeiner.com/2017/04/06/jewish-
human-rights-expert-canadian-students-to-vote-on-bds-motion-proposed-by-group-that-sold-hamas-
scarves-at-anti-israel-event/. 

https://mondoweiss.net/2013/03/student-coalition-victories/
https://bdsmovement.net/news/IAW-2022-Round-Up
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More recently, in March 2022, SPHR McGill sponsored an anti-Israel student 
�-� �!� �-� �)���0�(���/�#���/�Û���$�!���+���.�.� ���Û���2�*�0�'�����#���1� ���-� �,�0�$�-� �����/�#� �����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����*���$� �/�4���*�!���������$�'�'��
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solidarity with Palestinian s tudents and with Palestinian liberation from settler -
���*�'�*�)�$���'�����+���-�/�#� �$���ê�����)�������*�4���*�/�/�����)�4��� �)�/�$�/�4���é���*�(�+�'�$���$�/���$�)���.� �/�/�'� �--colonial apartheid 
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Jonah Fried, a Jewish student at McGill, and the referendum itself was deemed 
unconstitutional by SSMU. 239 Beyond that, in August 2022, SPHR McGill and SPHR 
Concordia were listed as being among the local co-sponsors of the �é���'�*�-�4���/�*�����0�-��
�����-�/�4�-�.�ê rally in Montreal, with similar rallies planned in Toronto, Vancouver, Los 
Angeles, and Houston.240 In the same month, SPHR Queens and SPHR McGill were 
���(�*�)�"���/�#� ���(���)�4���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���/�#���/���.�$�"�)� �����*�)���/�*�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.��campaign to free 
Palestinian students arrested by Israel. 241 
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August 2, 2022, https://www.jpost.com/bds-threat/article-713742. 

239 Ibid. 
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https://www.jns.org/fswc-calls-for-defunding-montreal-student-groups-in-glory-to-our-martyrs-rally/. 
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October 10, 2024, https://samidoun.net/freepalestinianstudents/. 
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Instagram, October 11, 2023, https://www.instagram.com/sphrmcgill/p/CyRKke7Arwo/?img_index=1. 
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Algemeiner, December 19, 2023, https://www.algemeiner.com/2023/12/19/mcgill-university-revokes-
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Immediately following the Hamas atrocities, SPHR McGill posted on Twitter/X, 
�#�*�'���$�)�"���
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necessary reaction to occupation.244 
 
Noting the damage that was being done, McGill Provost and Vice-Principal 
Christopher Manfredi wrote in a statement �*�)�������/�*��� �-���§�¦�Û���¨�¦�¨�©�Û���/�#���/���é���#� ��
University denounces these abhorrent posts, which celebrate recent acts of terror 
���)�����1�$�*�'� �)��� ���/�#���/���#���1� ���-� �.�0�'�/� �����$�)���2�$��� �.�+�-� �������'�*�.�.���*�!���#�0�(���)���'�$�!� �Û�ê�����)�����-� �1�*�&� ����
�����	���è�.���+� �-�(�$�.�.�$�*�)���/�*�����*�)�/�$�)�0� ���0�.�$�)�"���������$�'�'�è�.���)���(� �Ú245 He further pointed to the 
�#���-�(�!�0�'��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���/�#���/�������	���è�.���.�*���$���'���(� ���$�����.�/���/� �(� �)�/�.�����-� ���/� �����!�*�-�����*�/�#���/�#� ��
Jewish and Muslim communities on campus. 246 In response, SPHR McGill held an 
event on October 20, at which it criticized university officials for not condemning 
Israeli violence against Palestinians. 247 Things were much the same at Concordia, 
�2�#� �-� ���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.�������	�������#���+�/� �-���2���.���-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4����� �#�$�)�������)�����"�"�-� �.�.�$�1� �����)�/�$-
Israel blockade outside the Montreal Holocaust Museum in March 2024. 248 At the 
���'�*���&����� �Û���+�-�*�/� �.�/� �-�.���-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4�����#���)�/� �����é��� ���/�#���/�*���
�.�-��� �'�Û����� ���/�#���/�*����� �2�.�Û�ê�����(�*�)�"��
other things. 249 Two men were arrested and charged with assault following the 
�+�-�*�/� �.�/���*�0�/�.�$��� �����*�)�/�-� ���'�è�.����� ��� �-���/�$�*�)�������������0�$�'���$�)�"�Û���2�#� �-� ���/�#� ���	�*�'�*�����0�.�/���(�0�.� �0�(���$�.��
located, during an event hosted by StartUpNation and Hillel. 250 The event, a 
discussion about the delegitimization of Israel on university campuses, was 
originally supposed to take place at Concordia but was cancelled by the university 
���.�������(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�*�-�.�����'���$�(� �����$�/���2�*�0�'�������-� ���/� �������é���'�$�(���/� ���*�!���$�)�/�$�(�$�����/�$�*�)�Ú�ê251 
 
Protesters mobilized around the building and barricaded entrances, preventing 
attendees from entering and causing those who were already inside to be stuck for 
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Times of Israel, March 6, 2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/pro-palestinian-mob-blocks-access-to-
montreal-holocaust-museum-over-pro-israel-event/. 
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October 10, 2023, https://www.mcgill.ca/provost/article/mcgill-condemns-social-media-posts-
celebrating-violence. 

246 Ibid. 
247 �^�����v�����]���v�•���^�š���v�����Á�]�š�Z���W���o���•�š�]�v���U�_���D���Œ�Æ�]�•�š-Leninist Party of Canada, October 22, 2023, 

https://cpcml.ca/Tmlm2023/Articles/MS53152.HTM. 
248 �d�Œ�]�•�š���v���,�}�‰�‰���Œ�U���^���v�š�]-�/�•�Œ�����o���Z�Z���š���[���u�}���•�����}�v�����u�v���������(�š���Œ���u���•�•�]�v�P���}�µ�š�•�]�������D�}�v�š�Œ�����o���,�}�o�}�����µ�•�š���D�µ�•���µ�u�U�_��

National Post, March 5, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/anti-israel-hate-mobs-condemned-after-
massing-outside-montreal-holocaust-museum. 

249 �^�š�µ���Œ�š���t�]�v���Œ�U���^�W�Œ�}-Palestinian mob blocks access to Montreal Holocaust Museum over pro-�/�•�Œ�����o�����À���v�š�U�_��
Times of Israel, March 6, 2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/pro-palestinian-mob-blocks-access-to-
montreal-holocaust-museum-over-pro-israel-event/. 

250 Amanda Polese-�>�}�À�P�Œ���v�U���^���}�v���}�Œ���]�����Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���o���š�������•�š�µ�����v�š���P�Œ�}�µ�‰���Z�}�o�������v���/�•�Œ�����o-related event on campus, 
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News, March 5, 2024, https://thecjn.ca/news/after-concordia-wouldnt-let-a-student-group-hold-an-israel-
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entrances/. 

251 Ibid. 
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hours, waiting to be safely escorted out. 252 Given the nature and tone of the 
threatening behavior exhibited by the protesters, who tracked the event from 
Concordia to a central Jewish community building, the Federation CJA released a 
statement ���'���$�(�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�/�#�$�.���$�.���)�*�/�������*�0�/���+�*�'�$�/�$�����'���1�$� �2�.���*�-�������!�*�-� �$�"�)�����*�)�!�'�$���/�Ý���$�/�è�.�����)��
�$�)�/� �)�/�$�*�)���'���$�)�/�$�(�$�����/�$�*�)���*�!����� �2�$�.�#�����*�)�/�-� ���'� �-�.�Ú�����#� ���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.���2� �è�1� ����� ���-�$� �����!�*�-��
�2� � �&�.���#���1� ��� �.�����'���/� �����$�)�/�*�������#���/� ���(�*�����/���-�"� �/�$�)�"����� �2�$�.�#���$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê253 Public Safety 
���$�)�$�.�/� �-�������-���*����� �)���$���$�)�*���!�0�-�/�#� �-��������� �����/�#���/���é�/�#�$�.���$�.�)�è�/���'���2�!�0�'���+�-�*�/� �.�/�Ú���
�/�è�.���/���-�"� �/� ����
���*� �-���$�*�)�Û���!�0� �'� �������4�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�Ú���
�/�è�.�����"���$�)�.�/���/�#� ���'���2�Ú�ê254 
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Brotherhood members, Ahmed Totonji and Jamal Barzinji, at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana -Champaign. In its early days, it distributed English translations of 
the writings of  Hassan al-Banna, Sayyid Qutb, and other Islamist ideologues at 
chapter meetings. 255 Arab Muslim members of the MSA who adopted these 
ideologies would then be recruited into the Brotherhood. 256 In recognition of their 
work, Muslim Brotherhood spiritual leader Yusuf al -Qaradawi praised Totonji and 
�����-�5�$�)�%�$���!�*�-�����*�(�$�)�"���/�*���/�#� ����� �.�/���/�*���é�!�$�"�#�/���/�#� ���.� ���0�'���-�.�����)�����/�#� ����� �.�/� �-�)�$�5� ���Ú�ê257 
���0�-�/�#� �-��� �1�$��� �)��� ���*�!���/�#� ���������è�.���$�(�+�*�-�/���)�/���-�*�'� ���2�$�/�#�$�)���/�#� ���)� �/�2�*�-�&�������(� ���/�*���'�$�"�#�/���$�)������
1991 US Muslim Brotherhood strategy document �Û���2�#�$���#���$��� �)�/�$�!�$� �����$�/�.���"�*���'�����.�������é�&�$�)����
�*�!���"�-���)�����%�$�#�������$�)��� �'�$�(�$�)���/�$�)�"�����)������� �.�/�-�*�4�$�)�"���/�#� ����� �.�/� �-�)�����$�1�$�'�$�5���/�$�*�)���!�-�*�(���2�$�/�#�$�)�ê��
���)�����'�$�.�/� �����/�#� �������������(�*�)�"���é�*�0�-���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�����)�����/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���*�!���*�0�-��
�!�-�$� �)���.�Ú�ê258 
 
The nature and purpose of the MSA and the national security risks it poses have also 
been raised on numerous occasions in official inquiries. In September 2001, for 
example, US authorities raided the company that ran the Holy Land Foundation 
(HLF) website, InfoCom Corporation. In doing so, they discovered that several other 
American Muslim organizations used the same server, including CAIR, ISNA, MSA, 
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National Post, March 5, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/anti-israel-hate-mobs-condemned-after-
massing-outside-montreal-holocaust-museum. 
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the Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA), and the Islamic Association for 
Palestine (IAP).259 Commenting on the case, Islam expert Stephen Schwartz wrote 
�/�#���/���é���'�'���/�#� �.� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�����-� �2���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����*�(�(�*�)���!�$�)���)���$���'�����)�����/� ���#�)�$�����'���+�*�*�'�����/��
HLF. All shared a single administrative and technical contact for the maintenance 
of the web server. They had been erected as political shells around the Hamas 
hydra-�#� �������-� �+�-� �.� �)�/� �������4���	�
���Ú�ê260 Several weeks later, on December 4, 2001, the 
���0�.�#�������(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�$�*�)���.� �$�5� �������'�'���	�
���è�.�����.�.� �/�.�����)�����-� ���*�-���.�����0� ���/�*���$�/�.�����*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)���/�*��
Hamas.261 
 
Beyond that, a 2007 NYPD report  �.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4���-� �!� �-�.���/�*�������������#���+�/� �-�.�����.���é�+�*�/� �)�/�$���'��
�$�)���0�����/�*�-�.�ê���!�*�-���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�����)�������-�"�0� �.���/�#���/�Û���é���(�*�)�"���/�#� ���.�*���$���'���)� �/�2�*�-�&�.���*�!���/�#� ���'�*�����'��
university population, there appears to be a growing trend of Salafi -based 
radicalization that has permeated some Muslim s �/�0��� �)�/�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�.���ù�������è�.�ú�Ú��
Extremists have used these university-based organizations as forums for the 
��� �1� �'�*�+�(� �)�/�����)�����-� ���-�0�$�/�(� �)�/���*�!���'�$�&� �(�$�)��� �����$�)���$�1�$���0���'�.�Ú�ê262 Further emphasizing 
this point, Patrick Poole, an anti -terrorism consultant to law enforcement and the 
military notes that  
 

�é���)� ���*�!���/�#� �������-�&� �.�/���.� ���-� �/�.���*�!���/�#� ���������Û����� �-�/���$�)�'�4���)� �1� �-�������1� �-�/�$�.� �������4���/�#� ��
organization or mentioned in their publications, is a rather lengthy list of top 
MSA leaders who have been arrested and convicted on a wide array of 
terrorism charges, ranging from m aterial support of terrorist groups to being 
�����/�$�1� �'�4���$�)�1�*�'�1� �����$�)���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���+�'�*�/�.�Ú�ê263 

 
�	� ���!�0�-�/�#� �-�����.�.� �-�/�.���/�#���/���é�/�#� �.� �����-� ���)�*�/���!�-�$�)�"� ���!�$�"�0�-� �.���$�)���/�#� �����������*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Û�����0�/��
�.�*�(� ���*�!���$�/�.���/�*�+���'� ����� �-�.�Ú�ê264 
 
Within Canada, the situation has similarly been raised and discussed at official 
levels, but the rhetoric and content being produced by various MSA chapters across 
Canada continue to reflect the same ideology. In 2015, for example, the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security heard 
testimony that, in February of the same year, the MSA chapter at York University 
handed out free books for its annual Islam Awareness Week, one of which included 
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Advanced Military Studies, May 15, 2012, pp. 30-31, https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/tr/pdf/ADA566528.pdf. 

260 Ibid., at 31. 
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262 Mitchell D. Silber and Arvin Bhatt, Radicalization in the West: The Homegrown Threat (New York City 

Police Department, 2007), https://info.publicintelligence.net/NYPDradicalization.pdf. 
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part of a three-part correction and educational process. 265 The publication in 
question also notes that there are different kinds of women in the world, such as 
�é�.�0���(�$�.�.�$�1� ���*�-���.�0�����0� �����2�*�(� �)�Û�ê���2�#�*���é�(���4��� �1� �)��� �)�%�*�4����� �$�)�"����� ���/� �)�����/���/�$�(� �.�����.������
�.�$�"�)���*�!���'�*�1� �����)�������*�)��� �-�)�Ú�ê266 The name of the book is Women in Islam & Refutation of 
Some Common Misconceptions.267 
 
The MSA has also published a handbook, �����������/���-�/� �-�ò�.�����0�$��� �æ���������0�$��� ���*�)���	�*�2���/�*�����0�)��
a Successful MSA�Û���2�#�$���#���.�/���/� �.���/�#���/���é�$�/���.�#�*�0�'������� ���/�#� ���'�*�)�"-term goal of every MSA to 
�
�.�'���(�$���$�5� ���/�#� ���+�*�'�$�/�$���.���*�!���/�#� �$�-���-� �.�+� ���/�$�1� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���Þ���/�#� ���+�*�'�$�/�$���$�5���/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� ����������
means to make the MSA more of a force on internal campus politics. The MSA 
�)� � ���.���/�*����� �������(�*�-� ���ç�$�)-your-�!����� �è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê268 The most concerning aspect of this 
�#���)�����*�*�&�Û���#�*�2� �1� �-�Û���$�.���/�#���/���/�#� ���.�0���.� ���/�$�*�)���*�)���é�
�.�'���(�$���$�.���/�$�*�)���*�!�������(�+�0�.�����*�'�$�/�$���.��
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lawyer who served as an advisor on Muslim issues and security for the federal 
government. 269 Ultimately, in May 2015, Hamdani was suspended from the Cross-
Cultural Roundtable on National Security (of which he had been a member since 
1995) based on the politically charged statements he made as a university student 
and on allegations about associations with radical organizations. 270 These 
associations included making charitable donations to IRFAN -Canada and meeting 
with Hamas founder Ahmed Yassin in 2004.271 
 
This serves as another unfortunate example of the occupation of important 
positions that impact official policy, such as the one held by Hussein Hamdani, by 
individuals harboring Islamist ideologies. The issue, however, is structural in 
nature. Over time, the MSA has succeeded in establishing a breeding ground for 
these very ideological foundations while also managing to preserve their legitimate 
status and position at universities across the country. Commenting on this issue 
while testifying before the Hou se of Commons Standing Committee on Foreign 
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Commons of Canada, March 25, 2015, https://www.ourcommons.ca/documentviewer/en/41-
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Affairs and International Development, Tarek Fatah, the founder of the Muslim 
�����)�����$���)�����*�)�"�-� �.�.�Û���.�/���/� �����/�#���/���é�/�#� �-� ���$�.���)�*�/�������.�$�)�"�'� �����0�.�'�$�(���2�#�*�����*� �.�)�è�/���&�)�*�2���2�#���/��
is going on not just in mosques but in every academic institution that we have from 
urban high schools to universities. Every office of the MSA is a Muslim Brotherhood 
�*�!�!�$��� ���$�)�������)�������Ú�ê272 
 
���*�-���"�-� ���/� �-�����*�)�/� �3�/�Û���$�/���$�.���2�*�-�/�#���-� �����$�)�"�����/� �+�#� �)�������#�2���-�/�5�è�.�����*�(�(� �)�/�.���$�)���/�#� ��
National Post, where he breaks down the links between various Islamist entities in 
Canada, 
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�.�'���(�$�������*���$� �/�4���*�!�����*�-�/�#�����(� �-�$�������ù�
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which was established and is sustained with Saudi support; the Muslim 
���/�0��� �)�/�.�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� �����Ú���Ú�����)���������)���������ù�������ú�Û���
�������è�.���+�-� ��� ��� �.�.�*�-�Ý�����)����
the Council on American -Islamic Relations (CAIR), which also benefits from 
Saudi largesse. ISNA and MSA established the North American Islamic Trust 
(NAIT), which holds title to mosques around the U.S. As stated on its website, 
�����
�����ç�!�����$�'�$�/���/� �.���/�#� ���-� ���'�$�5���/�$�*�)���*�!�����(� �-�$�����)�����0�.�'�$�(�.�è����� �.�$�-� ���!�*r a virtuous 
and happy life in a shariah -���*�(�+�'�$���)�/���2���4�Ú�è�ê273 
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understood at this point and must not be underestimated. Despite this, scarce 
attention is being paid to the mindset fostered by MSA chapters nationwide, and 
those committed to the  values it espouses continue to rise in social and 
governmental ranks. In June 2024, for example, the federal government found itself 
needing to answer for the troubling past of the new head of the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission. Following public revelat ions of past anti-Israel activism, the 
federal government decided to open an investigation  into Birju Dattani. 274 Shortly 
following his appointment, the National Post discovered that Dattani had repeatedly 
�'� ���/�0�-� ���������*�0�/���/�#� �����������(�*�1� �(� �)�/�����/�����-�$�/�$�.�#���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�$� �.�����0�-�$�)�"���é�
�.�-��� �'�$�����+���-�/�#� �$����
��� � �&�ê���$�)���¨�¦�§�«�Ú�����*�-� �*�1� �-�Û���#� ���+���-�/�$���$�+���/� �����$�)�����)��� �1� �)�/���#�*�.�/� �������4���/�#� �����������/�#���/��
featured Adnan Khan as a fellow panelist. 275 Khan is a member of Hizb ut -Tahrir, a 
UK-designated terror group that advocates for the re -establishment of an Islamic 
�����'�$�+�#���/� �����)���Û���������*�-���$�)�"���/�*���/�#� �����-�$�/�$�.�#���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�Û���#���.�������é�#�$�.�/�*�-�4���*�!���+�-���$�.�$�)�"�����)����
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��� �'� ���-���/�$�)�"�����/�/�����&�.�����"���$�)�.�/���
�.�-��� �'�����)�������/�/�����&�.�����"���$�)�.�/����� �2�.���(�*�-� ���2�$��� �'�4�Ú�ê276 It is 
similarly banned in Germany, Indonesia, China, Russia, and several Arab states.  
 
What is particularly disturbing about this case is not just that an individual 
possessing or participating in events promoting such radical ideologies would be 
appointed as the head of the Canadian Human Rights Commission, but that it is 
unlikely that ther e would have been any form of governmental investigation into 
�����/�/���)�$�è�.���+���.�/���$�!���#�$�.���+���.�/�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�.���#�������)�*�/�����*�(� ���/�*���'�$�"�#�/�Ú�����#�$�.���-� �1� ���'�.�����*�/�#������
fundamental lack of proper vetting for important governmental portfolios and a 
general lack of awareness of the pernicious nature of these associations. Moreover, 
��� �.�+�$�/� ���/�#� ���+�0���'�$�����-� �1� �'���/�$�*�)�.�����*�)��� �-�)�$�)�"�������/�/���)�$�è�.���+���.�/�Û���/�#� ���	�0�(���)�����$�"�#�/�.��
Commission continued to support his appointment. 277 
 
For his part, Dattani has deflected any connection between his previous 
associations and his present qualifications, while vehemently defending himself 
against accusations of antisemitism or bias against Israel. 278 However, this has also 
proved to be inaccurate, as in 2012 he participated in a protest outside the Israeli 
� �(�����.�.�4���$�)���
�*�)���*�)���2�#� �-� ���/�#� �����-�*�2�����-� �+� ���/� ���'�4�����#���)�/� �����é���$�*�)�$�.�(���$�.���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�Ú�ê279 
He also confirmed to investigators looking into his appointment that he previously 
lectured at an event during Israeli Apartheid Week in February 2015, on the topic of 
�é�����'� �.�/�$�)� ���§�¦�§�Ü�����+���-�/�#� �$���ê280 ���#� ��� �1� �)�/���2���.���*�-�"���)�$�5� �������4���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è��
Association at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), which referred to 
�����/�/���)�$�����.���é���0�%���#�$���������/�/���)�$�ê���$�)���/�#� ��� �1� �)�/����� �.���-�$�+�/�$�*�)�Ú281 
 
Investigators also presented Dattani with tweets from a personal account under the 
�)���(� ���é���0�%���#�$���������/�/���)�$�ê���/�#���/�����4�)�$�����'�'�4�����*�(�+���-� �����/�#� ����� �2�.���$�)���/�#� �������-�.���2�����#� �/�/�*�����)����
�/�#� �$�-���0�+�-�$�.�$�)�"�����"���$�)�.�/���/�#� �������5�$�.���/�*���	���(���.�è�.���0�.� ���*�!���/�0�)�)� �'�.���/�*�����/�/�����&���
�.�-��� �'�Ú282 In July 
2012, Dattani shared an article from John Wight, along with the statement 
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comparison in an August 2014 re-tweet�Û���/�#���/�����'���$�(� �����é�/�#� ���+�+�'���û�.�$���ü���2�#�*���!�*�0�"�#�/���������&��
�$�)���/�#� �������-�.���2�����#� �/�/�*���-� �.�$�.�/� �����2�$�/�#���/�0�)�)� �'�.�Ú�ê283 
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Ultimately, following several weeks of controversy, Dattani announced on August 
12, 2024, that he was resigning from his role at the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission. This followed concerns expressed by federal Justice Minister Arif 
���$�-���)�$�������*�0�/���/�#� ���é�����)���*�-�ê���#� �����$�.�+�'���4� �������0�-�$�)�"���#�$�.�����+�+�*�$�)�/�(� �)�/���+�-�*��� �.�.�����)�����/�#� ��
subsequent launch of an independent probe. 284 This contradicted previous 
assurances Dattani made to the National Post to the effect that the investigation into 
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Lastly, a key factor that must be discussed within the context of the MSA and all the 
aforementioned Islamist organizations operating in Canada is the almost 
insurmountable challenge of meaningfully addressing radical Islamism without 
automatically being a �����0�.� �����*�!���é�
�.�'���(�*�+�#�*���$���Ú�ê����� �.�/�$�!�4�$�)�"����� �!�*�-� ���/�#� ����������� �)���/� ��
Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs in June 2017, Asra 
Nomani, co-founder of the Muslim Reform Movement, specifically touched on this 
�$�(�+�*�-�/���)�/���$�.�.�0� �Ú���
�)���+���-�/�$���0�'���-�Û���#� ���)�*�/� �����/�#� ���éirrefutable, direct links between the 
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discredit anyone who talks about Islamic extremism with  the smear of 
�ç�
�.�'���(�*�+�#�*���$���Ú�è�ê286 
 
Included within the so -�����'�'� �����é�#�*�)�*�-�����-�$�"����� �ê���2� �-� �����*�/�#�������
�������)�����/�#� ���������Û���2�#�*�.� ��
���#���-�"� �.���*�!���é�-�����$�.�(�ê�����)�����é���$�"�*�/�-�4�Û�ê���������*�-���$�)�"���/�*�����*�(���)�$�Û���.�$�'� �)��� ���/�#� ���1� �-�4��
conversation he was seeking to have by testifying.287 Meanwhile, he reminded the 
Senate Committee that many of these organizations receive funding from 
governments promoting the ideology of Islamism, but that further inquiry into 
these associations remains untenable in the current climate. 288 
 
Unfortunately, the situation has only deteriorated since, and the rhetoric espoused 
by these organizations remains unchanged.  
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�v���u�����]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v�U�_��National Post, August 12, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/dattani-
canadian-human-rights-commission-resigning. 
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Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, June 12, 2017, p. 4, https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-
content/uploads/imo/media/doc/Testimony-Nomani-2017-06-14-REVISED.pdf. 

287 Ibid., at 27. 
288 Ibid., at 8. 
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Case Study: Samidoun Canada  
 
 
On October 15, 2024, in a joint action with Canada, the US Department of the 
Treasury designated �/�#� �������(�$���*�0�)�������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�����-�$�.�*�)� �-�����*�'�$�����-�$�/�4����� �/�2�*�-�&�����.���é����
sham charity that serves as an international fundraiser for the Popular Front for the 
�
�$��� �-���/�$�*�)���*�!�������'� �.�/�$�)� ���ù�����
���ú���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê289 It also designated Khaled 
�����-���&���/�Û�������(� �(��� �-���*�!���/�#� �������
���è�.���'� ����� �-�.�#�$�+�����)�������������)�����$���)�����$�/�$�5� �)�Ú290 On the same 
day, the Ministry of Public Safety in Canada released a statement announcing 
�����)�������è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)���/�*���'�$�.�/�������(�$���*�0�)�����.�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/��� �)�/�$�/�4���0�)��� �-���/�#� �����-�$�(�$�)���'�����*��� �Ú��
���)� ���*�!���/�#� ���+�-�����/�$�����'���$�(�+�'�$�����/�$�*�)�.���*�!���/�#�$�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)���$�.���/�#���/���é�$�/���$�.���������-�$�(�$�)���'���*�!�!� �)��� ���!�*�-��
anyone in Canada and Canadians abroad to knowingly deal with property own ed or 
controlled by a terrorist group, and that it is also an offence to directly or indirectly 
�+�-�*�1�$��� ���+�-�*�+� �-�/�4���&�)�*�2�$�)�"���/�#���/���$�/���2�$�'�'����� ���0�.� �������4���*�-����� �)� �!�$�/�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���"�-�*�0�+�Ú�ê291 
 
The significance of this decision cannot be overstated. As the following case study 
will establish, Samidoun, which until its recent designation was a registered not -for -
profit corporation based in Canada, has been among the most outspoken and active 
organizers and leaders of anti-Israel and antisemitic activities nationwide. Student 
protests were led, promoted, and supported by Samidoun, and much of the rhetoric 
currently being used was provided by Samidoun, its partners, and its affiliates. In 
light of re ��� �)�/����� �1� �'�*�+�(� �)�/�.�Û���/�#� ���!�*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"�����*�(�+�-� �#� �)�.�$�1� ���*�1� �-�1�$� �2���*�!�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.��
Canadian operations and their impact serves to shine a light on the depths of the 
misguided and dangerous rhetoric that has been allowed to proliferate in Canada 
under the guise of free speech. These findings will hopefully give rise to further 
action against entities that have collaborated with Samidoun in Canada and 
continue to preach the same hateful rhetoric today with impunity.  
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U.S. Department of the Treasury, October 15, 2024, https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-
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%20terrorism. 
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Canada, October 15, 2024, https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2024/10/government-
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Overview  
 
The Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network, which was originally 
established in 2011, describes itself as an international network of organizers and 
activists working in solidarity with Palestinian prisoners. 292 In practice, Samidoun is 
today one of the most active, dangerous, and extreme organizations claiming to 
advocate for Palestinian rights, and one of the main groups behind the current anti -
Israel rallies across Canada.293 Despite this, it managed to remain relatively 
unknown and unacknowledged in governmental and security circles until recently. 
By way of background, it is worth noting that Samidoun was initially founded by 
members of the Popular Front for the Liberation o f Palestine (PFLP) and was 
designated as a terrorist organization and subsidiary of the PFLP by the Israeli 
Ministry of Defense in February 2021. 294 In its designation, the Ministry of Defense 
highlights the foundational links between Samidoun and the PFLP. It specifically 
refers to Palestinian -Canadian Khaled Barakat, identified by the PFLP as the 
�é���*�*�-���$�)���/�*�-�ê���*�!�������(�$���*�0�)�Û���2�#�*���$�.���é�$�)�1�*�'�1� �����2�$�/�#��� �.�/��blishing militant cells and 
�(�*�/�$�1���/�$�)�"���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/�������/�$�1�$�/�4���$�)�����0��� �����¥�������(���-�$�������)���������-�*�����Ú�ê295 Despite this 
designation, Barakat has lived in Canada off and on for almost 20 years and 
currently resides in Vancouver. 296 
 
�����(�$���*�0�)�è�.���+�-� �.� �)��� ���$�)�������)���������$�.�������+���-�/�$���0�'���-�'�4�����*�(�+� �'�'�$�)�"�������.� ���.�/�0���4���!�*�-�������)�0�(��� �-��
of reasons. Firstly, Samidoun has succeeded in establishing a base of operations in 
�����)�������Û����� �.�+�$�/� ���$�/�.�����$�-� ���/���'�$�)�&�.���/�*���/�#� �������
���Û���2�#�$���#���#���.����� � �)���*�)�������)�������è�.���'�$�.�/���*�!��
terroris t entities since 2003.297 More surprising, however, is that Samidoun is a 
federally registered Canadian not-for -profit corporation. In fact, it has been one 
ever since March 3, 2021, merely three days after then Israeli defense minister 
Benny Gantz signed an order designating Samidoun as a terrorist organization. 298 
Only a few months later, on September 19, 2021, Samidoun organized a protest in 
���/�/���2�����2�#� �-� ����� �(�*�)�.�/�-���/�*�-�.�����#���)�/� ���Û���é�(�$�'�'�$�*�)�.���*�!���(���-�/�4�-�.�����-� ���(���-���#�$�)�"���/�*��
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National Post, April 30, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/group-banned-in-germany-gets-carte-
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��� �-�0�.���'� �(�Ú�ê299 A video of the protest was posted on YouTube on September 20, 2021, 
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The following year, in an interview with Rima Najjar for her Medium blog, Khaled 
Barakat responded to a question about differentiating between terrorism and 
�'� �"�$�/�$�(���/� �����-�(� �����-� �.�$�.�/���)��� �����"���$�)�.�/���
�.�-��� �'�����4���.���4�$�)�"�Û���é� �1� �)���!�-�*�(�����������)�����$���)��
perspective, how can Canada engage in a dialogue with the Arab world if you 
criminalize Hezbollah, Hamas, the PFLP, let alone the Arab and Palestinian 
communities here? These are major parts of a legitimate anti -colonial resistance 
�(�*�1� �(� �)�/�Ú�ê301 It is therefore disturbing, yet sadly unsurprising, to see Samidoun 
operating as one of the main groups feeding the rhetoric behind the anti -Israel 
rallies that have taken place nationwide since the October 7 attacks. 
 
 

Leadership and Notable Members: Ties to Terror  
 
In its filings with Corporations Canada, Samidoun listed three directors: Thomas 
Gerhard Hofland of Amstelveen, the Netherlands, Joe Catron of Flushing, New 
York, and Charlotte Lynn Kates of Vancouver. 302 �����/� �.�Û�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.���$�)�/� �-�)���/�$�*�)���'��
coordinator and the head of its Canadian operations, has been based in Vancouver 
�!�*�-���/�#� ���+���.�/���§�¨���4� ���-�.�Ú���
�)���!�����/�Û�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.���������-� �.�.�Û���2�#�$���#���$�.���'�$�.�/� �������.�������+�*�.�/�����*�3���*�)��
Commercial Drive in East Vancouver, is also registered as �����/� �.�è�.���+� �-�.�*�)���'��
address.303 Moreover, in addition to being married to Khaled Barakat, Kates has 
��� � �)���+���-�/�$���0�'���-�'�4���*�0�/�.�+�*�&� �)���#� �-�.� �'�!�Û���#���1�$�)�"���(����� ���.�0���#���.�/���/� �(� �)�/�.�����.���é�2� ���.�/���)����
with the Palestinian resistance and their heroic and brave action on October 7. Long 
�
�$�1� �������/�*��� �-���­�Ú�ê304 Beyond that, Kates has described the events of October 7 as 
�é��� ���0�/�$�!�0�'�Û�����-���1� �Û�����)�����#� �-�*�$�����-� �.�$�.�/���)��� ���*�!���/�#� �������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)���+� �*�+�'� �Û�ê���������$�)�"���/�#���/���é�$�/���$�.��
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long past time to delist Palestinian and Lebanese resistance organizations from 
�����)�������è�.���.�*-�����'�'� �����'�$�.�/���*�!���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/��� �)�/�$�/�$� �.�Ú�ê305 She continues by claiming that 
�é�	���(���.���$�.���)�*�/�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú���
�.�'���(�$�������$�#�������$�.���)�*�/�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú��
The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine is not a terrorist organization. 
�	� �5���*�'�'���#���$�.���)�*�/�������/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê306 This extreme rhetoric clearly denotes 
the nature and ideology of Samidoun and its adherents and is surely not acceptable 
for a recipient of federally recognized not -for -profit status.  
 
Further analysis into Kates also reveals a direct connection between her and the 
PFLP. In 2012, for example, she and her husband were members of the Canadian 
delegation that met with PFLP officials. 307 Several years later, in October 2018, Kates 
participated in an event in Denmark speaking in front of a PFLP flag. 308 Kates has 
���'�.�*���*�+� �)�'�4��� �3�+�-� �.�.� �����.�0�+�+�*�-�/���!�*�-���+�-�$�.�*�)� �-�.���2�#�*���-� �+�-� �.� �)�/���é�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)���-� �.�$�.�/���)��� ��
�$�)�����'�'���*�!���$�/�.���!�*�-�(�.�Û�ê���$�)���'�0���$�)�"�����#���'�$�����������-�-���-�Ú309 Jarrar, a Palestinian legislator, is a 
senior member of the PFLP who was convicted in March 2021 for belonging to the 
PFLP and sentenced to two years in prison in a plea bargain wherein she confessed 
to holding a position in the PFLP from 2016 until her a rrest in 2019.310 She previously 
served time in Israeli prisons in 2015 and 2016 after an Israeli military court 
���*�)�1�$���/� �����#� �-���*�!���$�)���$�/� �(� �)�/���/�*���1�$�*�'� �)��� �����)�����é�+�-�*�(�*�/�$�)�"���/� �-�-�*�-�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�ê�����.�������-� �.�0�'�/��
of a call to kidnap Israeli soldiers. 311 She also spent 19 months in Israeli prison 
��� �/�2� � �)���¨�¦�§�­�����)�����¨�¦�§�¯�����!�/� �-����� �$�)�"���������0�.� �����*�!���é�$�)�1�*�'�1� �(� �)�/���2�$�/�#���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.��
���)�����1�$�*�'� �)�/���+�0���'�$�������$�.�/�0�-�����)��� �.�ê�����0�/���2���.���)� �1� �-���!�*�-�(���'�'�4�����#���-�"� ���Ú312 
 
Kates has successfully collaborated with other organizations in her attempts to vilify 
and delegitimize Israel. On June 19, 2018, for example, Kates, along with the co-
founder of CODEPINK Medea Benjamin, the Canadian BDS Coalition, Toronto BDS 
Action, and others, signed an open letter  calling  �!�*�-���/�#� ���'� ����� �-���*�!�������)�������è�.���.�*���$���'��
��� �(�*���-���/�$������� �2����� �(�*���-���/�$���������-�/�4�����)�����*�/�#� �-�������.���/�*���$�(�(� ���$���/� �'�4���é���$�.���.�.�*���$���/� ��
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306 Ibid. 
307 �^�^���u�]���}�µ�v�U�_���E�'�K���D�}�v�]�š�}�Œ�U���K���š�}�����Œ���î�í�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��https://www.ngo-monitor.org/ngos/samidoun/. 
308 Ibid. 
309 Ibid. 
310 �^�/�•�Œ�����o���•���v�š���v�����•���W���o���•�š�]�v�]���v���o���Á�u���l���Œ���š�}���š�Á�}���Ç�����Œ�•���]�v���‰�Œ�]�•�}�v�U�_�����•�•�}���]���š�������W�Œ���•�•�U���D���Œ���Z���î�U���î�ì�î�í�U��

https://apnews.com/article/israel-3a1e20a42d5fc434ac487ae08422ed6e. 
311 �����Œ�}�v�����}�Æ���Œ�u���v�U���^�/�•�Œ�����o���Œ���o�����•���•���•���v�]�}�Œ���W�&�>�W���u���u�����Œ���<�Z���o�]�������:���Œ�Œ���Œ�����(�š���Œ���î���Ç�����Œ�•���]�v���‰�Œ�]�•�}�v�U�_��Times of 

Israel, September 26, 2021, https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-releases-senior-pflp-member-khalida-
jarrar-after-2-years-in-prison/�V���^�^���u�]���}�µ�v�U�_���E�'�K���D�}�v�]�š�}�Œ�U���K���š�}�����Œ���î�í�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��https://www.ngo-
monitor.org/ngos/samidoun/. 

312 �����Œ�}�v�����}�Æ���Œ�u���v�U���^�/�•�Œ�����o���Œ���o�����•���•���•���v�]�}�Œ���W�&�>�W���u���u�����Œ���<�Z���o�]�������:���Œ�Œ���Œ�����(�š���Œ���î���Ç�����Œ�•���]�v���‰�Œ�]�•�}�v�U�_��Times of 
Israel, September 26, 2021, https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-releases-senior-pflp-member-khalida-
jarrar-after-2-years-in-prison/. 
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�/�#� �(�.� �'�1� �.�ê���!�-�*�(���/�#� �������)������-Israel Interparliamentary Group. 313 They argued that 
�/�#�$�.���2���.���)� ��� �.�.���-�4����� �����0�.� ���é�
�.�-��� �'���#���.����� � �)�����.���0�)�%�0�.�/���/�*�2���-���.�������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�.�����.���/�#� ��
white -�-�0�'� �������+���-�/�#� �$�����.�/���/� ���2���.���/�*�����'�����&�����*�0�/�#�����!�-�$�����)�.�Ú�ê314 Kates is also the 
coordinator of the US National Lawyers Guild International Committee, which has 
been actively engaged in defending pro-Palestine protests and encampments on 
university campuses across the US.315 
 
Beyond its direct affiliation with the PFLP, it is also important to highlight the direct 
ties and support of Samidoun and its members for known terrorists and their 
activities. On May 15, 2022, for example, Samidoun participated in an event in Iran 
entitl � �����éPalestine�óDream Without Borders �é���/�*���(���-�&���/�#� ���-� �'� ���.� ���*�!���������*���0�(� �)�/���-�4��
�*�)���é�+�*�'�$�/�$�����'���+�-�$�.�*�)� �-�ê����� �*�-�"� �.���
���-���#�$�(�����������'�'���#�Û���2�#�*���$�.���.� �-�1�$�)�"���'�$�!� ���$�)���+�-�$�.�*�)���!�*�-��
�é���*�(�+�'�$���$�/�4���$�)���/�#� �����.�.���.�.�$�)���/�$�*�)�.�ê���*�!�����)�����(� �-�$�����)�����)�������)���
�.�-��� �'�$�����$�+�'�*�(���/���$�)�������-�$�.�Ú316 
The event also featured Dr. Ahmad Reza Beizai, a writer for the Resistance Front, an 
Afghan militia connected to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 317 Of even 
greater concern is the fact that a report  released by the International Legal Forum 
(ILF) alleges that Samidoun has direct ties to the Iranian government. According to 
�/�#� ���-� �+�*�-�/�Û���/�#� �-� ���$�.���é�*�1� �-�2�#� �'�(�$�)�"��� �1�$��� �)��� �ê���/�*���+�-�*�1� ���/�#�$�.�����*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)�Û���)�*�/�$�)�"���/�#���/��
�é�����(�$���*�0�)���#���.���������#���+�/� �-�����)�����*�+� �-���/�$�*�)���'�������.� ���$n Iran that is involved in organizing 
���)�����.�0�+�+�*�-�/�$�)�"���/�#� �$�-���"�'�*�����'�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�Ú�ê318 �������$�/�$�*�)���'�'�4�Û���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)���é�#���.��
advocated support for the regime of Ayatollah Khamenei and an end to sanctions 
���"���$�)�.�/���/�#� ���
�-���)�$���)���-� �"�$�(� �Û�ê�����.���2� �'�'�����.���.�0�+�+�*�-�/�$�)�"���	���(���.�����)���������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)���
�.�'���(�$����
Jihad, both of which are terror groups funded by Iran. 319 
 
���0�-�/�#� �-���)�*�/�����'� ��� �3���(�+�'� �.���*�!�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.���/�$� �.���/�*���/� �-�-�*�-�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.���$�)���'�0��� �����*�#���(�(� ����
Khatib and Mustafa Awad. Serving as the European representative of Samidoun, 
Awad is also a PFLP operative trained by Hezbollah who was sentenced by Israel to 
a year in prison for transferring funds between countries in support of terrorists 
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Palestine Chronicle, June 20, 2018, https://www.palestinechronicle.com/open-letter-a-call-for-the-ndp-to-
withdraw-from-the-canada-israel-interparliamentary-group/. 
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315 �d���Œ�Œ�Ç���'�o���À�]�v�U���^�'�Œ�}�µ�‰�������v�v�������]�v���'���Œ�u���v�Ç���P���š�•�������Œ�š�������o���v���Z�����]�v�������v���������š�}���P�o�}�Œ�]�(�Ç���,���u���•���u���•�•�����Œ���U�_��

National Post, April 30, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/group-banned-in-germany-gets-carte-
blanche-in-canada-to-glorify-hamas-massacre. 

316 �^�&�Œ���v���Z���š�}�Á�v���Z�}�v�}�Œ�•���l�]�o�o���Œ���}�(���h�^�U���/�•�Œ�����o�]�����]�‰�o�}�u���š�•�U�_��Times of Israel, December 13, 2013, 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/french-town-honors-killer-of-us-israeli-diplomats/. 
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319 Ibid. 
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and for maintaining ties with terrorist organizations. 320 In 2015, Khaled Barakat 
arranged for Awad to begin his military training in Lebanon with Hezbollah, and 
Awad transferred funds from Lebanon to Syria to Barakat, in Belgium, on at least 
two occasions between 2016 and 2017.321 Khatib, for his part, is the coordinator of 
Samidoun in Europe, in addition to his membership in the PFLP. 322 Speaking at a 
rally outside the European Parliament in Brussels in October 2022, Khatib urged the 
destruction of Israel and the defeat of the US, the EU, and Canada.323 Speaking to a 
���-�*�2�����*�!���(���$�)�'�4����� �-�(���)�����0�.�'�$�(���+���-�/�$���$�+���)�/�.���2�#�*�����#���)�/� �����é��� ���/�#���/�*����� �2�.�ê�����)����
�é��� ���/�#���/�*���
�.�-��� �'�Û�ê�����#���/�$�����.�/���/� �����/�#���/���é��� �!� ���/�$�)�"���
�.�-��� �'���(� ���)�.����� �!� ���/�$�)�"���/�#� �����)�$�/� ����
���/���/� �.�Ú����� �!� ���/�$�)�"���
�.�-��� �'���(� ���)�.����� �!� ���/�$�)�"�������)�������Ú�ê324 
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Given the blatantly pro -terrorist, anti -Israel, and antisemitic rhetoric coming from  
Samidoun, it is particularly important to further investigate its leadership and 
�����/�$�1�$�/�$� �.���$�)�������)���������$�)���*�-��� �-���/�*���+�-�*�+� �-�'�4��� �.�/�����'�$�.�#���/�#� ����� �+�/�#���*�!���/�#� ���"�-�*�0�+�è�.���'�$�)�&�.���/�*��
terrorist groups and activities. As previously noted, Khaled Barakat has been 
identified  ���4���
�.�-��� �'�$���.� ���0�-�$�/�4�����"� �)���$� �.�����.�������.� �)�$�*�-���(� �(��� �-���*�!���/�#� �������
���è�.�����#���$�)���*�!��
command. However, these findings are hardly exclusive. He is described on several 
Palestinian news w� ���.�$�/� �.�����.��� �$�/�#� �-�������é�'� ����� �-���*�!���/�#� �������
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Moreover, Israeli intelligence agencies say they have intercepted PFLP documents 
that also identify Barakat as a key operative in the organization. 327 Specifically, the 
Israeli authorities claim that the Shin Bet obtained the PFLP documents during a 
�-���$�����*�!���/�#� �������
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expects its association with Samidoun to be more or less clandestine.328 
Furthermore, according to those documents, the connections in Canada are so close 
that Barakat was reprimanded by his PFLP comrades for insufficiently distancing 
the PFLP from Samidoun.329 All this has been shared with Canadian intelligence 
agencies, law enforcement authorities, and senior federal politicians, yet for years 
this information did not lead to any practical steps being taken. 330 
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depth of their connections over time point to no less than a symbiotic relationship 
between the two groups. In September 2013, the PFLP referred to Barakat as the 
�é���*�*�-���$�)���/�*�-���*�!���û�/�#� �ü�������(�$���*�0�)����� �/�2�*�-�&�Û�ê�����)�����$�/���#���.��labeled �#�$�(�������é���*�(�-����� �ê�����)����
�écommander at the PFLP�é���*�)���(�0�'�/�$�+�'� ���*�������.�$�*�)�.�Ú331 Barakat is also the international 
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October 2001.332 In June 2016, the PFLP issued an official statement of gratitude to 
Samidoun for its support to PFLP prisoners. 333 Several years later, in October 2021, 
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In addition to his roles within the PFLP and Samidoun, Barakat is also a member of 
the executive committee and the leader of Masar Badil, the Palestinian Alternative 
Revolutionary Path Movement. 335 Masar Badil is a staunchly anti-Israel, pro -BDS 
NGO that, in collaboration with Samidoun, organized and issued a statement in 
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jihadi and anti -Israel organizations, on June 5, 2024.336 Included in the statement 
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the historic battle that they are waging to end the genocide again st the Palestinian 
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interview  with Ghazi Hamad, a member of the Hamas political bureau, with a link 
to the Masar Badil website, where users could register for the event. 338 On October 7, 
Masar Badil published a statement on its website praising the attacks. 339 It called on 
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Commander-in -Chief of the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, Brother Mohammed al-
��� �$�!�Ú�ê340 
 
Due to his extreme affiliations, Barakat has faced numerous sanctions and travel 
bans, despite continuing to enjoy total freedom of movement within Canada. In 
2022, he was embroiled in a court battle in Germany, seeking to overturn a four -year 
entry ban im posed on him in 2020 after he was detained in Berlin in 2019, and later 
deported, on account of what the German Interior Ministry specifically referred to 
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Targeting Youth in English; Hosts Livestream Interview with Hamas Official Ghazi Hammad on X; YouTube 
�Z�������v�š�o�Ç�������v�v�������š�Z�����'�Œ�}�µ�‰�[�•�����Z���v�v���o�•�U�_���D���D�Z�/�U���:�µ�v�����î�ô�U���î�ì24, https://www.memri.org/reports/pflp-
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as his proclivity for violent, antisemitic rhetoric. 341 Germany justified the ban on the 
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regarded as antisemitic. 342 
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participated in activities of the PFLP in Germany and/or appeared publicly under the 
�����
�����'����� �'�Ú�ê343 Commenting on the matter to the National Post in April 2022, Shimon 
Fogel, president and chief executive officer of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 
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between the PFLP, a listed terrorist entity in Canada, and Samidoun, are clear. We are 
deeply troubled that the founder and leader of Samidoun, Khaled Barakat, and his 
wife Charlotte Kates are able to lead Samidoun from Canada with apparent 
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Khaled Barakat and Charlotte Kates have also been instrumental in forming the 
narrative feeding the anti -Israel student protests across North America and directly 
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on March 24, 2024, for example, both Kates and Barakat praised Hamas, the PFLP, 
and Hezbollah by name and encouraged others to support them. 345 They claimed 
that these organizations were not terrorist groups and called for their removal from 
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liberate themselves and their enemies is through armed struggle. We wish there 
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were other alternatives. If you know one, tell us. If you know a path that can lead us 
�/�*���*�0�-���'�$��� �-���/�$�*�)�Û���+�'� ���.� ���/� �'�'���0�.�Ú�����#���/���$�.���2�#���/���2� ���/� �'�'���/�#� ���2�*�-�'����� �1� �-�4�������4�Ú�ê348 Further 
emphasizing his position, he also asserted that 
 

�é���#�*�.� ���2�#�*�����-� �����.�&�$�)�"���0�.���/�*���'�$�1� ���.�$��� �����4���.�$��� ���2�$�/�#���
�.�-��� �'�����-� �����.�&�$�)�"���0�.���/�*���'�$�1� ��
next to a monster. This Zionist, rotten, racist movement called Zionism we 
need together to fight this movement and to end that movement. It was born 
in Europe and North Americ a, and it has to die in Europe and North America. 
No more two-state solutions. Palestine will be free from the River to the Sea 
���)�����'�*�)�"���'�$�1� �������/�*��� �-���­�/�#�ß�ê349 

 
Similarly, in July 2024, Samidoun Toronto held an internal educational discussion 
�*�)���é�����-�/���§���*�!���/�#� �����/�-���/� �"�4���!�*�-���/�#� ���
�$��� �-���/�$�*�)���*�!�������'� �.�/�$�)� �Û�ê���/�#� ���!�*�0�)�����/�$�*�)���'��
document  of the PFLP, published in 1969.350 ���.���+���-�/���*�!���/�#� ���é�+�*�'�$�/�$�����'��� ���0�����/�$�*�)�ê��
�0�)��� �-�/���&� �)�����.���+���-�/���*�!���/�#�$�.�����$�.���0�.�.�$�*�)�Û���+���-�/�$���$�+���)�/�.���2� �-� ���/���0�"�#�/���#�*�2���é�/�#� �����-�*�)�/��
identifies the friends and enemies of the struggle �óthe latter being the Zionist entity 
known as Israel, the Zionist movement, world imperia lism, and reactionary Arab 
�-� �"�$�(� �.�Ú�ê351 ���0�-�/�#� �-�(�*�-� �Û���/�#� �4���2� �-� ���/�*�'�����/�#���/���é�/�#� �����-�*�)�/���$��� �)�/�$�!�$� �.�����-�(� �����-� �.�$�.�/���)��� ��
���)�����+�-�*�/�-�����/� �����+� �*�+�'� �è�.���2���-�����.���/�#� ���*�)�'�4���2���4���/�*���'�$��� �-���/� �������'� �.�/�$�)� �ê�����)�����/�#���/���$�/���$�.��
incumbent on Samidoun Toronto to reflect upon how it can apply these lessons 
�/�*�����4�Û���$�)���$�/�.���*�2�)���é�'�*�����' �.�*�'�$�����-�$�/�4���*�-�"���)�$�5�$�)�"�Ú�ê352 
 
���$�)��� �������/�*��� �-���­�Û���¨�¦�¨�©�Û�������-���&���/�è�.���-�#� �/�*�-�$�����#���.���*�)�'�4���$�)�/� �)�.�$�!�$� ���Ú�����/������panel discussion 
�$�)�������)���*�0�1� �-���$�)�������4���¨�¦�¨�ª�Û�������-���&���/���'� �����/�#� �����-�*�2�����$�)�����#���)�/�.���*�!���é�'�*�)�"���'�$�1� �������/�*��� �-���­�ê��
���)�������'���$�(� �����/�#���/���é�2�#���/���#���+�+� �)� �����*�)�������/�*��� �-���­���2���.���/�#� ����� �"�$�)�)�$�)�"���*�!���/�#� ���"�-� ���/��
�$�)�/�$�!�������Ú�ê353 He denied that Hamas and other Gazan terror groups raped women or 
��� �#� ����� �����������$� �.�����0�-�$�)�"���/�#� �����/�/�����&�.�Û���.���4�$�)�"���/�#���/���/�#� ���é�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)���-� �.�$�.�/���)��� ���$�.���/�#� ��
�(�*�.�/��� �/�#�$�����'�����-�(� �����"�-�*�0�+���*�)���/�#� ���+�'���)� �/�Ú�ê354 Notably, protesters were encouraged to 

 

348 �^�^�‰�����l���Œ�����š���^���u�]���}�µ�v���s���v���}�µ�À���Œ�����À���v�š�W���t���•�š���Œ�v�����}�µ�v�š�Œ�]���•�����Œ���������•�‰���Œ���š�����š�}���W���]�v�š���K�‰���Œ���š�]�}�v�����o-Aqsa As 
Some Barbaric Assault, Propagating Outrageous Lies; Armed Struggle Is Indivisible from the Palestinian 
Revolution; We Stand with the Heroic Resistance! Former PFLP Official Barakat: Asking Us to Live Side by 
Side with Israel Is Asking Us to Live Next to a Monster; Zionism Was Born in Europe and America and Must 
���]�����d�Z���Œ���V���>�}�v�P���>�]�À�����K���š�}�����Œ���ó�š�Z�J�U�_���D���D�Z�/�U May 11, 2024, https://www.memri.org/tv/fmr -pflp-official-
activist-samidoun-vancouver-event-only-way-palestinian-liberation-armed-struggle-long-live-october-7. 
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350 �^�^���u�]���}�µ�v���d�}�Œ�}�v�š�}�����}�v���µ���š�•���•�š�µ���Ç���•���•�•�]�}�v���}�v���Z�^�š�Œ���š���P�Ç���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����>�]�����Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���W���o���•�š�]�v���U�[�_���^���u�]���}�µ�v�U���:�µ�o�Ç��

19, 2024, https://samidoun.net/2024/07/samidoun-toronto-conducts-study-session-on-strategy-for-the-
liberation-of-palestine/. 
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353 �D�]���Z�����o���^�š���Œ�Œ�U���^�[�>�}�v�P���o�]�À�����K���š�}�����Œ���ó�[�����Z���v�š�������]�v�������(�]���v�������}�(���s���v���}�µ�À���Œ���‰�}�o�]�����U�������o�o�•���(�}�Œ���P�o�}�����o���]�v�š�]�(��������

�•�}�µ�v���U�_��Jerusalem Post, May 31, 2024, https://www.jpost.com/international/islamic-terrorism/article-
804529. 

354 Ibid. 
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���#���)�/���é�'�*�)�"���'�$�1� �������/�*��� �-���­�ê���$�)���.�*�'�$�����-�$�/�4���2�$�/�#�����#���-�'�*�/�/� �������/� �.�Û���2�#�*���2���.�����-�-� �.�/� �����*�)��
April 29, 2024, for a speech on April 26 at the same location three days earlier, in 
which she initially chanted the slogan. 355 At the rally in Vancouver, she also 
expressed support for Hamas, the PFLP, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah, 
��� �(���)���$�)�"���/�#���/���/�#� �4����� ���-� �(�*�1� �����!�-�*�(�������)�������è�.���/� �-�-�*�-���'�$�.�/�Ú356 According to 
Samidoun, Kates was banned from engaging in protests until her court date on 
October 8, 2024.357 
 
While Charlotte Kates was limited in her capacity to actively participate in protest 
activity in Canada while she awaited her court appearance on hate speech charges, 
she was recognized outside the country for her work. In August 2024, Kates travelled 
to I �-���)���/�*���-� ��� �$�1� ���/�#� ���é���$�"�#�/�#�����)�)�0���'���
�.�'���(�$�����	�0�(���)�����$�"�#�/�.�����)�����	�0�(���)�����$�"�)�$�/�4��
���2���-���ê�����'�*�)�"�.�$��� ���.�$�3���*�/�#� �-���-� ���$�+�$� �)�/�.�Û���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���/�#� ���'� ����� �-���*�!���/�#� �������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)��
Islamic Jihad (PIJ), Ziyad Nakhaleh, and Siraj al-Haq, the former chair of Jamaat -e-
Islami Pakistan (JIP).358 The awards ceremony on August 4 also honored slain 
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, slain IRGC Qods Force commander Mohammed Reza 
Zahedi, and Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, who died in a 
�#� �'�$���*�+�/� �-�����-���.�#���$�)�������4�����'�*�)�"�.�$��� ���
�-���)�è�.���!�*�-�(� �-���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/�������-���#�$�(�������$�.�$�Ú359 While in 
��� �#�-���)�Û�������/� �.�����'�.�*���.�+�*�&� ���*�)���
�-���)�è�.�����!�*�"�#�������Û�����'���$�(�$�)�"���/�#���/���é��� �.�/� �-�)���.�*-called 
democracy is a lie, I was arrested and may face charges merely for talking about the 
legitimacy of the Palestinian armed resistance and the brave, heroic October 7 
oper���/�$�*�)�Û�ê���������$�)�"���é�
���2���)�/���/�*���"� �/���-� �.�$�.�/���)��� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���-� �(�*�1� �����!�-�*�(���/�#� ���.�*-
�����'�'� �����/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���'�$�.�/�Ú�ê360 
 
Ultimately, the hearing set for Kates on October 8, 2024, was cancelled and as a result, 
the court -order that Kates not attend any protests expired, as the B.C. Prosecution 
Service failed to make a decision on whether to proceed with charges.361 On 
���*�1� �(��� �-���§�«�Û���*�)� ���(�*�)�/�#���!�*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"���/�#� �������)�����$���)�����*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)���/�*����� �.�$�"�)���/� ��
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Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) Funnels Donations through Non-Profit Organization Based in Tucson, 
���Œ�]�Ì�}�v���U�_���D���D�Z�/�U���:�µ�v�����ð�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��https://www.memri.org/reports/samidoun-palestinian-prisoner-
solidarity-network-affiliated-us-designated-popular-front. 

357 �D�]���Z�����o���^�š���Œ�Œ�U���^�[�>�}�v�P���o�]�À�����K���š�}�����Œ���ó�[�����Z���v�š�������]�v�������(�]���v�������}�(���s���v���}�µ�À���Œ���‰�}�o�]�����U�������o�o�•���(�}�Œ���P�o�}�����o���]�v�š�]�(��������
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804529. 
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Islamic Jihad (PIJ) Leader Ziyad Nakhaleh in Ceremony Honoring Hamas Leader Haniyeh; Kates Faces Hate 
Speech Charges in Canada after Praising October 7 Attack, Says on Iranian TV: Western Democracy Is a 
�>�]���U�_���D���D�Z�/�U August 21, 2024, https://www.memri.org/reports/canadian-samidoun-activist-charlotte-
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Samidoun as a terrorist group, it was reported that heavily armed Vancouver police 
�*�!�!�$��� �-�.�����-�-� �.�/� ���Û���/�#� �)���-� �'� ���.� ���Û���*�)� ���+� �-�.�*�)�����/�����#���-�'�*�/�/� �������/� �.�ès home as part of an 
ongoing investigation into charges of public incitement to hatred. 362 
 

Figure 16: Kates accepts human rights award in Tehran 363 

 
 

Sanctions  
 
The �-� ���*�"�)�$�/�$�*�)���*�!�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.�������)�"� �-�*�0�.���/�$� �.���/�*����� �.�$�"�)���/� �����/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���"�-�*�0�+�.���.�0���#�����.��
the PFLP and its open support of groups like Hamas, Hezbollah, and Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad have fortunately not gone entirely unnoticed. In March 2022, 
�����(�$���*�0�)�è�.���+���-�/�)� �-���*�-�"anization in France, the Collectif Palestine Vaincra (CPV), 
was disbanded by a decree signed by French President Emmanuel Macron.364 The 
�"�-�*�0�+�è�.�����$�.�.�*�'�0�/�$�*�)���2���.�����0�/�#�*�-�$�5� �����0�)��� �-���.� ���/�$�*�)�.���*�!���/�#� �����-� �)���#���.� ���0�-�$�/�4���'���2��
banning groups that provoke discrimination, hatred, or violence based on ethnicity, 
nationality, race, or religion and engage in acts that incite terrorism. 365 
 
According to the decree, the primary reasons for the  �������è�.�����$�.�.�*�'�0�/�$�*�)���$�)���'�0��� �����$�/�.��
support for terrorism  (support for terror groups and individuals involved in or 
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kates/. 
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convicted of terror -related offenses), which according to the French authorities 
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addition, the CPV uses virulent anti -Zionist rhetoric,  as apparent from its  charter , 
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Arab reactionary regimes for the liberation of all of Palestine, from the 
��� ���$�/� �-�-���)� ���)����� �����/�*���/�#� �����*�-�����)�����$�1� �-�Ú�ê367 Additionally, one of the main allegations 
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in November 2023, when Germany also banned the organization and its local 
affiliate, Samidoun Deutschland. 369 Commenting on the matter, Germany's Federal 
���$�)�$�.�/� �-���*�!���/�#� ���
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anti -Israel and anti -Jewish propaganda while claiming to promote solidarity with 
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the horrific terrorist attacks by Hamas in Israel, Samidoun revealed its antisemitism 
and ab�.�*�'�0�/� ���'�����&���*�!���-� �"���-�����!�*�-���#�0�(���)���'�$�!� ���$�)�����)��� �.�+� ���$���'�'�4�������#�*�-�-� �)�/���2���4�Ú�ê372 Such 
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continued presence in Canada is unjustifiable. That being said, and despite the 
aforementioned ban, Samidoun continues its activities in Germany in partnership 
with l eft-wing groups such as Global South United, Young Struggle, Revolutionäre 
Linke, Arbeiterinnenmacht, Palästina Spricht, Palästina Kampagne, Jüdische 
Stimme, Jewish Voice for a Just Peace in the Middle East, Jewish Bund, Jewish 
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Union, and other splinter groups who act as proxies for Samidoun to help organize 
pro-Palestinian rallies. 373 
 
���*�-� ���-� ��� �)�/�'�4�Û���$�)�����+�-�$�'���¨�¦�¨�ª�Û����� �'�"�$�0�(�è�.���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�����)�)�*�0�)��� �����$�/�.���$�)�/� �)�/�$�*�)���/�*��
�-� �1�*�&� ���/�#� ���-� �!�0�"� � ���.�/���/�0�.���*�!�����*�#���(�(� �������#���/�$���Û�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.�����!�*�-� �(� �)�/�$�*�)� ����
Coordinator in Europe. 374 ��� �'�"�$�0�(�è�.����� ���-� �/���-�4���*�!�����/���/� ���!�*�-�����.�4�'�0�(�����)�������$�"�-���/�$�*�)�Û��
Nicole de Moor, asked the immigration services to withdraw his status on the grounds 
�/�#���/���#� ���2���.���é�&�)�*�2�)�����.�����)��� �3�/�-� �(�$�.�/���#���/� ���+�-� �����#� �-�Ú�ê375 By July, Khatib was called to a 
hearing before a Belgian asylum officer on account of his connection to Samidoun, as 
well as his associations with the Masar Badil Palestinian Alternative Revolutionary 
Path Movement and radical statements made at pro-Palestinian rallies. 376 
 
Khatib has previously been described by Palestinian news outlets such as Quds News 
Network, the Palestinian Information Center (PIC), and Quds Press as a PFLP 
operative and spokesperson.377 Speaking at a demonstration in Belgium on October 
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On October 10, 2024, following these various revelations, the Dutch parliament 
voted overwhelmingly to designate Samidoun as a terrorist organization. The 
legislation, introduced by the Reformed Political Party (SGP), passed by a vote of 100 
to 50.379 This makes the Netherlands only the third country to designate Samidoun as 
a terrorist organization, following Israel in 2021 and Germany in October 2023. 380 
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https://www.memri.org/reports/despite-being-banned-germany-november-2023-pflp-affiliated-
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linked to the PFLP, which is on the EU terrorist list. Samidoun has already been 
�����)�)� �����$�)���(�0�'�/�$�+�'� �����*�0�)�/�-�$� �.�Ú���
�/�è�.���#�$�"�#���/�$�(� ���/�#���/���/�#� ����� �/�#� �-�'���)���.�������/�.��
�������*�-���$�)�"�'�4�Ú�ê381 
 
These sanctions, while critical, have unfortunately done little to rein in the 
organization. In addition to its international protest activity, Samidoun maintains a 
highly active social media presence through which it disseminates content glorifying 
designated terrorist organizations. For example, on May 5, 2024, the organization 
interviewed Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas official and US-Specially Designated 
Global Terrorist. It advertised the interview in a post on its Twitter/X account. 382 
 
Several weeks later, on May 29, 2024, Samidoun published on its website and posted 
on Twitter/X a statement issued by the Secretariat of Palestinian Student 
���-���(� �2�*�-�&�.�Û��� �)�/�$�/�'� �����é�
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Intifada for Palestine: A Call from the Palestinian Student Movement in the Gaza 
���/�-�$�+�Ú�ê383 The statement expresses support for the campaign of student protests in 
the United States and other countries in support of the Palestinian cause and against 
�
�.�-��� �'�Ú���
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� �.�����'���/�$�*�)�ê�����4����� �.ieging the White House and surrounding the headquarters of 
governments and corporations that support Israel. 384 
 
Furthermore, Samidoun has routinely utilized its social media presence as a means 
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Following its post advertising the interview with Osama Hamdan, for example, 
Samidoun posted a recorded message from Hamas senior political bureau member 
Basem Naim on its YouTube channel on May 26, 2024, in which he addresses 
participants at the Samidoun -�*�-�"���)�$�5� �����é��� �.�$�.�/���)��� ����� �.�/�$�1���'�ê���$�)�����-�0�.�.� �'�.�Û��
Belgium. 386 In his message, among other things, Naim praises Samidoun, stating 
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October 10, 2024, https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/article-824116#google_vignette. 
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Targeting Youth in English; Hosts Livestream Interview with Hamas Official Ghazi Hammad on X; YouTube 
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February 27, 2024, Naim featured alongside Charlotte Kates in a YouTube video in 
�2�#�$���#�������/� �.����� �.���-�$��� �.���/�#� �������/�*��� �-���­�����/�/�����&�.�����.�������é�#� �-�*�$�����*�+� �-���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê388 
 

Figure 17: Advertisement for interview with Hamas official Osama Hamdan 389  

 

Figure 18: Samidoun tweet calling for a siege of the White House 390  
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Targeting Youth in English; Hosts Livestream Interview with Hamas Official Ghazi Hammad on X; YouTube 
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Funding  
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must be assessed is its funding. While Samidoun does not publish financial 
information, several instances have arisen in recent years that further prove the 
extent of its illic it connections. Despite a clear lack of transparency and 
�������*�0�)�/�����$�'�$�/�4�Û�������(�$���*�0�)���$�.�Û���������*�-���$�)�"���/�*���$�/�.���2� ���.�$�/� �Û���é�����!�$�.�����'�'�4���.�+�*�)�.�*�-� �����+�-�*�%� ���/��
�*�!���/�#� �����'�'�$���)��� ���!�*�-�����'�*�����'�����0�.�/�$��� �Û�������«�¦�§�ù���ú�ù�©�ú�����-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê391 The Alliance for 
Global Justice (AFGJ), a Tucson, Arizona-based not-for -profit corporation, acts as a 
�é�!�$�.�����'���.�+�*�)�.�*�-���/�*���*�1� �-���¯�¦��� ���*�)�*�(�$���Û���.�*���$���'���%�0�.�/�$��� �����)�����#�0�(���)���-�$�"�#�/�.���+�-�*�%� ���/�.�����-�*�0�)����
the world that do not have their own tax -� �3� �(�+�/���.�/���/�0�.�Ú�ê392 In 2022�ò�¨�¦�¨�©�Û�����������è�.���/�*�/���'��
income was US$10.7 million, with expenses of US$8.9 million.393 However, its 
finances have seen exponential growth in recent years. The group accumulated 
over US$56 million during the 2020 fiscal year, compared to a mere US$6.9 million 
in 2019, according to tax forms.394 The 2020 haul included US$250,000 from left-wing 
���$�'�'�$�*�)���$�-� ����� �*�-�"� �����*�-�*�.�è�.�����+� �)�����*���$� �/�4�����*�0�)�����/�$�*�)�.�Ú395 It also included US$210,000 
from the New Venture Fund, a group managed by Arabella Advisors , the largest left -
wing dark money network in the United States. 396 The New Venture Fund and the 
Windward Fund, another group under the helm of Arabella Advisors, jointly gave 
AFGJ US$263,000 in 2021, according to tax forms.397 
 
The association between AFGJ and Samidoun is not only compelling because it is 
one of the few known funding vehicles that Samidoun possesses but also because, in 
recent years, financial institutions have begun suspending payments to Samidoun 
and its affili ates in recognition of their terrorist links. In 2019, for example, several 
global payment providers, including PayPal, Donorbox, and Plaid, shut down online 
donations to Samidoun due to its alleged links to the PFLP.398 Following this, all 
major credit card companies cut direct donations to Samidoun in 2020, although 
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392 Ibid. 
393 Ibid. 
394 Ibid. 
395 �'���������<���u�]�v�•�l�Ç�U���^�>���(�š-wing charity appears to fundraise illegally for Palestinian terror-linked group: 

���Æ�‰���Œ�š�•�U�_��Washington Examiner, January 16, 2023, 
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/finance/865601/left-wing-charity-appears-to-fundraise-
illegally-for-palestinian-terror-linked-group-experts/. 
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�•�Z�}�Á�U�_��Washington Examiner, November 16, 2022, 
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/63282/liberal-dark-money-giant-rakes-in-over-1-5-billion-
from-secret-donors-tax-records-show/. 

397 Ibid. 
398 �^�'�o�}�����o���W���Ç�u���v�š���'�]���v�š�•���Z���u�}�À�����������}�µ�v�š���}�(�������^���K�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v���}�À���Œ���W�µ�Œ�‰�}�Œ�š�������>�]�v�l�•���š�}���d���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�]�•�š�•�U�_��The 

Tower, April 26, 2019, http://www.thetower.org/7282-global-payment-giants-remove-account-of-bds-
organization-over-purported-links-to-terrorists/. 
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Visa, Mastercard, and American Express (as of 2021) still allow the processing of 
donations to Samidoun through AFGJ.399 This has raised concerns that these 
corporations may be violating US anti -terrorism laws by aiding these groups. 400 
 
���$�1� �)���/�#� �.� ����� �1� �'�*�+�(� �)�/�.�Û�����������è�.���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���!�*�-�������(�$���*�0�)���#���.���'� �����/�*���.�$�"�)�$�!�$�����)�/��
limitations in its operational capacity. In August 2021, for example, Discover shut 
down credit card donations to AFGJ after the Zachor Legal Institute pressured the 
credit card c �*�(�+���)�4�Û�����$�/�$�)�"�����������è�.���-� �'���/�$�*�)�.�#�$�+���2�$�/�#�������(�$���*�0�)�Ú401 Zachor also 
reported a software company called Salsa Labs to the Treasury Department in April 
2022 because it allowed the charity to process donations to terror-linked groups 
such as Samidoun.402 Zachor argued that 
 

�é�����)�4���ç�#�0�(���)�$�/���-�$���)�è���"�-�*�0�+�.�Û���.�0���#�����.���/�#� ���	�*�'�4���
���)�������*�0�)�����/�$�*�)�Û�����(� �-�$�����)��
Muslims for Palestine, the Islamic Association for Palestine and the Quranic 
Literacy Institute, have been found to be proxies for terror organizations like 
Hamas, and held liable for aiding and abetting Hamas terror attacks on 
���(� �-�$�����)�.�Û�ê 

 
adding that  
 

�é��� ����� �'�$� �1� ���/�#���/�����'�'�$���)��� ���!�*�-�����'�*�����'�����0�.�/�$��� ���$�.���*�!���/�#� ���.���(� ���)���/�0�-� ���*�!���*�/�#� �-��
terror proxies �óclaiming to raise funds for humanitarian purposes while they 
�����/�0���'�'�4�����-� ���.�$�(�+�'�4���!�-�*�)�/�.���!�*�-���-���$�.�$�)�"���!�0�)���.���!�*�-���/� �-�-�*�-���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê403 

 
In this context, it also worth noting that the now sanctioned French NGO Collectif 
Palestine Vaincra (CPV) also raised funds via AFGJ, through Samidoun.404 Since its 
establishment in 2019, CPV has been forced to change its fundraising platforms 
multiple times due to its extremist links. 405 Following a Jerusalem Post inquiry in 
�¨�¦�¨�¦�Û���!�*�-��� �3���(�+�'� �Û�������4�����'�����'�*�.� �����������è�.���������*�0�)�/���é��� �����0�.� ���*�!���$�/�.���/�$� �.���/�*���/�#� �����������)����������
sanctioned terrorist organization the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
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Washington Free Beacon, September 16, 2021, https://freebeacon.com/national-security/discover-card-
cuts-ties-with-palestinian-terror-linked-organization/. 
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monitor.org/funder/alliance-for-global-justice/. 
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funds, including via HelloAsso (France), Stripe (US), and Shopify (Canada).407 In its 
complaint against AFGJ, the Zachor Legal Institute summed up the situation as 
�!�*�'�'�*�2�.�Ü���é�$�/���$�.�����'� ���-���/�#���/�������(�$���*�0�)�����)���������������-� ��� �����#�����)�����'�/� �-��� �"�*���*�!���/�#� ����� �.�$�"�)���/� ����
�/� �-�-�*�-���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�������
�������)�������������è�.�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.���$�)���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���*�!�������
�����1�$�*�'���/� ���«�¦�§�ù���ú�ù�©�ú��
ru les on unlawful activity, including violations of 18 USC 2339B, for providing 
�(���/� �-�$���'���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�*���������Ú���Ú����� �.�$�"�)���/� �����!�*�-� �$�"�)���/� �-�-�*�-���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê408 In addition to 
this, CPV notably coordinated with the PFLP in 2021 to raise money for an 
�é�$�)���*���/�-�$�)���/�$�*�)�ê�������(�+���!�*�-�����#�$�'���-� �)���$�)���/�#� �������5�������/�-�$�+�Ú409 Anne Herzberg, a legal 
adviser to NGO Monitor, told the Washington Examiner that AFGJ opens itself up to 
liability and risk by fundraising for CPV. 410 
 
Following these various developments, in February 2023, AFGJ announced that 
Salsa Labs, the company that handled its credit card transactions, had blocked its 
ability to process donations. 411 Also as of February 2023, AFGJ is unable to accept 
credit card donations for itself or the 140 groups (including Samidoun) that it 
fiscally sponsors. 412 This followed several Washington Examiner reports that exposed 
the links between Samidoun and the PFLP.413 Stripe and PayPal followed, severing 
their ties with AFGJ in September 2023.414 While the AFGJ website previously 
allowed donations to be made directly to Samidoun, the site no longer accepts 
online donations but still accepts paper checks as of August 2024.415 
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Crucially, in addition to the various credit card companies and payment systems  
�/�#���/���#���1� ����� ���.� �����+�-�*�1�$���$�)�"���.� �-�1�$��� �.���/�*�������(�$���*�0�)�Û���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�è�.���-�#� �/�*�-�$�����#���.��
also recently led to the closure of many of its social media accounts. Several 
Instagram and YouTube accounts associated with Samidoun, including those of its 
Vancouver and Toronto chapters, were taken down in July 2024.416 This followed the 
� ���-�'�$� �-�����'�*�.�0�-� ���*�!�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.���(���$�)���
�)�.�/���"�-���(���������*�0�)�/���*�)�����0�)� ���¨�ª�Û���¨�¦�¨�ª�Ú417 
�������$�/�$�*�)���'�'�4�Û�����*�0���0��� �����'�*���&� �������#���-�'�*�/�/� �������/� �.�è�.�����#���)�)� �'�Û���.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/�Û���0�+�*�)���-� �1�$� �2��
�*�!���/�#� �����*�)�/� �)�/���*�)�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.�����)���������/� �.�è�.�����#���)�)� �'�.�Û���/�#� �4���!�*�0�)�����é�-� �+� ���/� �����1�$�*�'���/�$�*�)�.��
�*�!���*�0�-���1�$�*�'� �)�/�����-�$�(�$�)���'���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���+�*�'�$���4�Ú�ê418 
 
However, despite these limitations, Samidoun has continued to partner with 
organizations promoting extremist ideologies in its fundraising initiatives. For 
example, on February 4, 2024, Samidoun partnered with the Bronx Antiwar 
Coalition to hold a virtual teach-�$�)��� �)�/�$�/�'� �����é�	�*�2���/�*����� �!� �)���������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)����� �.�$�.�/���)��� �Û�ê��
which took place on Zoom and featured Khaled Barakat and Charlotte Kates as 
speakers.419 During the teach -in, moderators displayed information on how to make 
donations to Samidoun. They again praised October 7, as well as Iranian support for 
�	���(���.�Û���.�/���/�$�)�"�Û���é���#� �����3�$�.���*�!����� �.�$�.�/���)��� ���$�.���-� �"�$�*�)���'�Û���)�*�/���%�0�.�/�����-�����Ú�����)�����.�*�Û���
�-���)���#���.��
played a major role, and continues to play a major role, in supporting and standing 
with and serving as a bulwark against imperialist intervention and domination of 
�/�#� ���-� �"�$�*�)�Ú�ê420 
 
The facts presented in this report leave no question as to whether Samidoun 
qualifies as a terrorist entity. Not only does it engage in widespread, continuous, 
and virulent attacks against Israel and the Jewish people, but it also supports and 
directly ali gns itself with known terrorist entities to help spread its radical ideology. 
However, what this report has also shown is that, despite these well -established 
facts, Samidoun has largely managed to fly under the radar and position itself as a 
leading actor  and voice among pro-Palestinian protesters, especially following the 
events of October 7, 2023. Now that the Canadian and American governments have 
officially recognized the threat that Samidoun poses by adding it to their lists of 
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will subside. While this is a necessary and positive step, it will not in itself mitigate 
the damage that has already been done. There needs to be a concerted effort to 
expand investigative mechanisms to fully understand, identify, and dismantle the 
groups, associations, and especially funding vehicles that previously supported 
Samidoun and allowed it to become so effective. Now that meaningful legislative 
steps have been taken, it is important to follow up with practical efforts to properly 
educate the public �óand especially students�ó�����*�0�/���/�#� ���/�-�0� ���)���/�0�-� ���*�!�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.��
hateful and antisemitic ideology in order to prevent it from spreading and causing 
more harm.  
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Spotlight on Campuses  
 
Among the most overt and disturbing trends that have taken shape since the events 
of October 7 is the utilization of university campuses around the world as bases of 
operation and centers for the dissemination of vehemently anti -Israel and 
antisemitic information and activity. As in the United States, beginning in May 2024, 
these activities came to a head as universities across Canada began experiencing 
widespread pro -Palestine encampments. These protests were very well organized, 
with clear external funding and support, and reflected the extremist rhetoric that 
has been present since the events of October 7. 
 
However, these expressions are not unique to the period following the outbreak of 
the Israel-Hamas war. Unfortunately, university campuses in Canada have been 
providing platforms for anti -Israel activities and nurturing anti -Israel and 
antisemitic sentimen t for many years. The following sections of the report discuss 
and expand upon this phenomenon, specifically looking at the state of affairs at 
McGill University, Concordia University, the University of Toronto, and York 
University. What will be shown is a  disturbing trend of behavior, ideology, and 
activity that has cultivated strong anti -Israel sentiment among university students 
and staff through well -organized campaigns aimed at vilifying the Jewish state.  
 

 
McGill University  
 
Over the past decade, one of the most effective mechanisms used to protest Israel 
on campuses has been the BDS movement. BDS activities include hate-filled events 
such as the annual Israeli Apartheid Week, where calls for boycott, divestment, and 
sanctions are promoted by radical anti -Israel speakers and accompanied by the 
dissemination of materials vilifying Israel. This concentrated annual outburst of 
radical anti -Israel sentiment heavily influences the environment at universities 
exposed to such rhetoric. 
 
In November 2017, for example, the Student Society of McGill University (SSMU) 
admitted that it had used antisemitic propaganda to prevent Jewish candidates from 



We Stand on Guard for Thee?  |  80  

being elected to student government, 421 following allegations that campus groups 
supporting BDS were behind attempts to kick pro -Israel students out of student 
government. 422 ���.�������-� �.�0�'�/�Û���/�#� ���.�/�0��� �)�/���"�-�*�0�+���é��� �(�*���-���/�$�5� �����������ê���2���.���!�*�-��� �����/�*��
���+�*�'�*�"�$�5� ���!�*�-����� �$�)�"���é�$�)�.� �)�.�$�/�$�1� ���/�*�����)�/�$-Semitic tropes of Jewish people as corrupt 
���)�����+�*�'�$�/�$�����'�'�4���+�*�2� �-�!�0�'�Ú�ê423 This followed a February 2016 initiative led by McGill 
BDS to pass a motion calling on McGill to divest itself of investments linked to 
Israeli entities. 424 
 
These developments resulted in McGill University principal Suzanne Fortier issuing 
a statement of adamant opposition to BDS and the House of Commons voting to 
condemn the international BDS campaign. 425 �
�)���-� ���*�"�)�$�/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� �.� ���.�/� �+�.�Û�����è�)���$��
���-�$�/�#�������)�������������������$���#��� �'�����*�/�.�4�)�����'�.�*���)�*�/� �����/�#���/���é�)�*�2���/�#���/���/�#� �����)�/�$-Israel Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement had been decisively defeated at McGill, we see 
its acolytes stooping to more basic forms of antisemit �$�.�(�Ú�ê426 This is a noteworthy 
comment given the extent to which attitudes have shifted and the momentum that 
the BDS movement has built up. 
 
As the years since have shown, the environment on campuses has not improved, 
and anti -Israel activity has unfortunately only intensified. For example, the McGill 
campus newspaper, the McGill Daily, has consistently refused to run any content 
that is pro -�
�.�-��� �'���*�-����� �!� �)���.�����$�*�)�$�.�(�Ú���
�)���¨�¦�§�¬�Û���-� �.�+�*�)���$�)�"���/�*�������������$�'�'���.�/�0��� �)�/�è�.��
complaint about anti -Jewish bias at the Daily, the editorial board confirmed its 
�'�*�)�"�.�/���)���$�)�"���+�*�.�$�/�$�*�)�Û���.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/���é���#� �������$�'�4���(���$�)�/���$�)�.�����)��� ���$�/�*�-�$���'���'�$�)� ���*�!���)�*�/��
publishing pieces which promote a Zionist worldview, or any other ideology which 
�2� �����*�)�.�$��� �-���*�+�+�-� �.�.�$�1� �Ú�ê427 In a 2021 editorial,  furthermore, the paper denounced 
�
�.�-��� �'�è�.���+�0�-�+�*�-�/� �����é���*�'�*�)�$���'�$�.�(�Û���$�(�+� �-�$���'�$�.�(�����)�����"� �)�*���$��� ���$�)�����'�'���!�*�-�(�.�Ú�ê428 
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As previously mentioned in this report, one of the most active student organizations 
working to promote BDS and anti -Israel ideology on campus is Solidarity (or 
Students) for Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR), and this definitely applies at McGill. 
In February 2021, for example, SPHR McGill drafted a motion that intentionally 
inserted Israeli companies into a divestment motion passed by SSMU pertaining to 
�/�#� ���é�!�*�-��� �����'�����*�-�����)�����"� �)�*���$��� �ê���*�!�����4�"�#�0�-�����0�.�'�$�(�.���$�)�����#�$�)���Ú429 The following year, 
on March 21, 2022, an SPHR McGill-sponsored Palestine Solidarity Policy  was 
overwhelmingly approved by undergraduate students. This policy mandated that 
SSMU commit to supporting BDS against Israeli institutions, issuing at least one 
public statement per semester, including a statement on Nakba Day, and reaffirming 
���������è�.���.�*�'idarity with Palestinian students and Palestinian liberation. 430 
 
Unfortunately, this directly contradicts the acknowledgements made by SSMU as to 
the inappropriate and antisemitic nature of its BDS initiatives several years earlier. 
Moreover, following the approval of the Palestine Solidarity Policy, Samidoun 
joined for ��� �.���2�$�/�#���*�/�#� �-�.���/�*���+�-�*�/� �.�/���/�#� ���+�*�/� �)�/�$���'���/� �-�(�$�)���/�$�*�)���*�!���������$�'�'�è�.���!�0�)���$�)�"��
arrangement with SSMU.431 The letter in question was signed by dozens of 
organizations and individuals who frequently show up in similar anti -Israel 
initiatives. 432 
 
In addition to the above, McGill University has itself maintained longstanding 
academic ties with Iran, namely through a research program that has been active 
for over 50 years.433 Although Canada has not had formal diplomatic relations with 
Iran since 2012, various financial and academic ties have been allowed to 
continue. 434 Only recently, in April 2023, did McGill shutter its research program 
with Tehran University, a sponsor of genocidal antisemitism against Israel that is 
also affiliated with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). 435 In a declaration 
published by the IRGC-affiliated Fars News, for example, the Professors Basij 

 

429 �^�D���'�]�o�o���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���:���Á�]�•�Z���'�Œ�}�µ�‰�•���������Œ�Ç���Z�D�]�•�o�������]�v�P�[�������^���D�}�š�]�}�v���d�Ç�]�v�P���/�•�Œ�����o���š�}���h�]�P�Z�µ�Œ���W���Œ�•�����µ�š�]�}�v�U�_��The 
Algemeiner, February 26, 2021, https://www.algemeiner.com/2021/02/26/mcgill-university-jewish-
groups-decry-misleading-bds-motion-tying-israel-to-uighur-persecution/. 

430 �^�W�,�Z���D���'�]�o�o�U���^�D���'�]�o�o���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[�������}�‰�š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����W���o���•�š�]�v�����^�}�o�]�����Œ�]�š�Ç���W�}�o�]���Ç���]�•�������Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]�����À�]���š�}�Œ�Ç�U�_��Spring, April 
1, 2022, https://springmag.ca/mcgill-students-adoption-of-the-palestine-solidarity-policy-is-a-historic-
victory. 

431 �^�t�Œ�]�š���������>���š�š���Œ�W�����}�v�[�š���>���š���D���'�]�o�o���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���^�]�o���v�������W���o���•�š�]�v�����^�}�o�]�����Œ�]�š�Ç�U�_���^���u�]���}�µ�v�U���D���Ç���ô�U���î�ì�î�î�U��
https://samidoun.net/2022/05/write-a-letter-dont-let-mcgill-university-silence-palestine-solidarity/. 

432 Ibid. 
433 �����v�i���u�]�v���t���]�v�š�Z���o�U���^�D���'�]�o�o���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�����v���•���Œ���•�����Œ���Z���Á�]�š�Z�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�����/�Œ���v�]���v���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U�_��Jerusalem Post, 

April 7, 2023, https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-738653. 
434 �����v�i���u�]�v���t���]�v�š�Z���o�����v�������Z���Œ�o���•�����•�Z���Œ���^�u���o�o�U���^�D���'�]�o�o���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�[�•���������‰���š�]���•���Á�]�š�Z���/�Œ���v�[�•���u�µ�Œ�����Œ�}�µ�•���Œ���P�]�u���U�_��

National Post, March 9, 2023, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/mcgill-universitys-deep-ties-with-irans-
murderous-regime. 

435 �����v�i���u�]�v���t���]�v�š�Z���o�U���^�D���'�]�o�o���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�����v���•���Œ���•�����Œ���Z���Á�]�š�Z�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�����/�Œ���v�]���v���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U�_��Jerusalem Post, 
April 7, 2023, https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-738653. 
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Organization at Tehran University stated that it would do everything possible to 
���-�$�)�"�������*�0�/���/�#� ���é��� �.�/�-�0���/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� ���$�)�!���(�*�0�.�����$�*�)�$�.�/���-� �"�$�(� �Ú�ê436 
 
���#� ����� �#�-���)�����-���)���#���*�!���������$�'�'�è�.���
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� ���*�!���
�.�'���(�$�������/�0���$� �.�Û���2�#�$���#���$�.�������.� �������/����� �#�-���)��
University, also has a history of hosting speakers and employing professors who 
actively promote the destruction of the State of Israel, in addition to other acts of 
violence.437 ��� �.�+�$�/� ���/�#� �.� ���!�����/�.�Û�����)��� �)�/�-�4�������/� �������+�-�$�'���©�Û���¨�¦�§�©�Û���*�)���/�#� ���$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� �è�.��
�2� ���+���"� ���$�)���'�0��� �.�������.� ���/�$�*�)����� ���$�����/� �����/�*���$�/�.���é��� �#�-���)�����-���)���#�Û�ê���2�#�$���#���)�*�/� �. 
 

�é���-�$�"�$�)���'�'�4���!�*�0�)��� �������4���������$�'�'�Û���/�#� ����� �#�-���)�����-���)���#���!����� ���������+� �-�$�*�����*�!���!�$�)���)���$���'��
uncertainty before securing a suitable location and a yearly allocation from 
�/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!����� �#�-���)�Þ���������$�'�'�è�.���
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� ���*�!���
�.�'���(�$�������/�0���$� �.���$�.���+�-�*�0�����*�!���$�/�.��
44-year association wi�/�#���/�#� ����� �#�-���)�����-���)���#�����)�����$�/�.���.���#�*�'���-�'�4�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�Ú�ê438 

 
Records show that prior to this, in 2004�ò�¨�¦�§�¦�Û���������$�'�'�è�.���
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� ���*�!���
�.�'���(�$�������/�0���$� �.��
received C$270,000 in donations from the Iranian-controlled, US-based Alavi 
Foundation, which is used by the Iranian regime to advance its interests in North 
America. 439 When asked to clarify this association by the Jerusalem Post, both McGill 
and the Institute for Islamic Studies refused to answer media queries over a period 
of 13 months.440 ���#���/���$�.���!�*�-����� �-�/���$�)�Û���/�#�*�0�"�#�Û���$�.���/�#���/�����0�-�$�)�"���/�#� ���/�$�(� ���/�#���/���������$�'�'�è�.��
partnership with Tehran University was active, this regime -controlled institution 
actively called for the annihilation of Israel. For example, as reported by the 
International Quran New Ag ency, Tehran University hosted a 2008 conference 
� �)�/�$�/�'� �����é���#� �����$�.� ���*�!���
�.�'���(�Û����� �.�/�-�0���/�$�*�)���*�!���
�.�-��� �'�Ú�ê441 Given the true nature of the 
Tehran Branch, this is a shameful association for McGill University to have 
maintained for so long. Considering that the IRGC is a listed terrorist organization 
in Canada as of June 2024, this relationship would also constitute a criminal 
association if it were still active.  
 
Beyond its longstanding ties to the Tehran Branch, McGill has also seen, and 
tolerated, a disturbing level of pro -Iranian activity on its own campus. On 
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National Post, March 9, 2023, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/mcgill-universitys-deep-ties-with-irans-
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September 22, 2022, a since-deleted post on X by McGill professor Soroosh Shahriari 
�+�-���$�.� �����/�#� ���
�-���)�$���)���-� �"�$�(� �è�.�����-�0�/���'�����-�����&���*�2�)���*�)���/�#� ���!� �(���'� -led revolt against the 
�!�*�-��� �����2� ���-�$�)�"���*�!���/�#� ���#�$�%�����Û���.���4�$�)�"���#�*�2���é�.�2� � �/�ê�����)�����é�#� ���-�/�2���-�(�$�)�"�ê���$�/���2�*�0�'������� ���/�*��
see the leaders of the protests killed.442 This was only a few days after the death of 
Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman who died in police custody for allegedly 
�1�$�*�'���/�$�)�"���/�#� ���-�0�'� �.���-� �,�0�$�-�$�)�"���2�*�(� �)���/�*���2� ���-���/�#� ���#� �����.�����-�!�Ú�����(�$�)�$�è�.����� ���/�#���'� �����/�*��
widespread protests, prompting a crackdown that resulted in the deaths of nearly 
500 people.443 Despite Iranian denials, a UN human rights expert claimed that 
� �1�$��� �)��� ���.�#�*�2� ���������#�.�������(�$�)�$�����$� �����é���.�������-� �.�0�'�/���*�!����� ���/�$�)�"�.�Ú�ê444 
 
No less disturbingly, a UN fact -finding mission found that Iranian security forces 
�#���������#���-�����/� �-�$�5� �����2�*�(� �)�è�.����� �(���)���.���!�*�-��� �,�0���'�$�/�4�����)�����)�*�)-discrimination as a 
�é�2�$�'�'�$�)�"�)� �.�.���/�*���"� �/���)���&� ���ê�����)�����é�.�+�-� �������$�(�(�*�-���'�$�/�4�Û�ê���%�0�.�/�$�!�4�$�)�"���/�#� ���0�.� ���*�!���.� �3�0���'��
violence against �/�#� �(���*�)���/�#� ���+�-� �(�$�.� ���/�#���/���/�#�$�.���2���.���é�/�#� ���!�-� � ���*�(���/�#� �4���2���)�/� ���Ú�ê445 In 
response to the aforementioned post, McGill issued a statement claiming it would 
�é�(�*�)�$�/�*�-���/�#� ���.�$�/�0���/�$�*�)�Û�ê���2�#�$�'� �����'�.�*��� �(�+�#���.�$�5�$�)�"���/�#� ���$�(�+�*�-�/���)��� ���*�!���!�-� � ���*�(���*�!��
expression.446 To have a McGill professor praise such action and engage in 
�$�)���$�/� �(� �)�/���/�*���1�$�*�'� �)��� ���$�.�����$�.�/�0�-���$�)�"��� �)�*�0�"�#�Û�����0�/���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.���-� �.�+�*�)�.� ���$�.���/�-�0�'�4��
alarming. Despite McGill claiming it was investigating Shahriari following his post, 
there is no indication tha t he was terminated, and McGill refused to comment on 
whether he would retain his position. 447 
 
Unfortunately, this is not the only case where McGill has found itself linked to the 
Iranian regime. According to an Amnesty International report , Mohammed Jafar 
Mahallati, a professor at Oberlin College in Ohio and a former Iranian ambassador 
to the United Nations, was complicit in covering up the mass murder of 
approximately 5,000 Iranian prisoners in a 1988 massacre.448 Furthermore, he has 
denied the right of Israel to exist as a state and, while speaking at the United Nations 
�$�)���§�¯�®�¯�Û����� �.���-�$��� �����/�#� ���1�$�*�'� �)�/���0�+�-�$�.�$�)�"�.���*�!���/�#� ���
�)�/�$�!�����������.���é�/�#� ���#�*�'�4���.�/�-�0�"�"�'� �����"���$�)�.�/��
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News, March 8, 2024, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68511112. 

444 Ibid. 
445 Ibid. 
446 �:�}�����>�}�Œ���(�}�U���^�D���'�]�o�o���]�v�À���•�š�]�P���š�]�v�P���š�Á�����š�����Ç���]�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�}�Œ���Á�Z�}�����o�o���P�����o�Ç���‰�Œ�}�u�}�š�������À�]�}�o���v���������P���]�v�•�š���/�Œ���v�]���v��

�‰�Œ�}�š���•�š���Œ�•�U�_�����d�s���E���Á�•�U���K���š�}�����Œ���ó�U���î�ì�î�î�U��https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/mcgill-investigating-tweet-by-
instructor-who-allegedly-promoted-violence-against-iranian-protesters-1.6099411. 

447 Ibid. 
448 �����v�i���u�]�v���t���]�v�š�Z���o�����v�������Z���Œ�o���•�����•�Z���Œ���^�u���o�o�U���^�D���'�]�o�o���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�[�•���������‰���š�]���•���Á�]�š�Z���/�Œ���v�[�•���u�µ�Œ�����Œ�}�µ�•���Œ���P�]�u���U�_��

National Post, March 9, 2023, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/mcgill-universitys-deep-ties-with-irans-
murderous-regime. 

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FeaGtIIWQAASXtM?format=jpg&name=small
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2018/10/blood-soaked-secrets/
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/mcgill-investigating-tweet-by-instructor-who-allegedly-promoted-violence-against-iranian-protesters-1.6099411
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/mcgill-investigating-tweet-by-instructor-who-allegedly-promoted-violence-against-iranian-protesters-1.6099411
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68511112
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/mcgill-investigating-tweet-by-instructor-who-allegedly-promoted-violence-against-iranian-protesters-1.6099411
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/mcgill-investigating-tweet-by-instructor-who-allegedly-promoted-violence-against-iranian-protesters-1.6099411
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/mcgill-universitys-deep-ties-with-irans-murderous-regime
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/mcgill-universitys-deep-ties-with-irans-murderous-regime


We Stand on Guard for Thee?  |  84  

�*�+�+�-� �.�.�$�*�)�����)�������$�*�)�$�.�(�Ú�ê449 Despite this background, as well as his well-
���*���0�(� �)�/� �����"� �)�*���$�����'�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�Û�������#���'�'���/�$���2���.��������� �+�/� �����/�*���������$�'�'�è�.���+�-� �.�/�$�"�$�*�0�.��
doctoral program, receiving his PhD in 2006. 450 
 
Given the history of anti -Israel activity at McGill, it is unsurprising that the events of 
October 7 saw no condemnation or rejection of the murderous ideology of Hamas at 
McGill. Rather, the horrific attacks served as a catalyst for unprecedented amounts 
of anti -Israel and antisemitic behavior. Merely a month after the attacks, for 
example, in a referendum held in November 2023, undergraduate students at McGill 
�1�*�/� �����$�)���!���1�*�-���*�!�������é�+�*�'�$���4�����"���$�)�.�/���"� �)�*���$��� ���$�)�������'� �.�/�$�)� �ê���+�-�*�+�*�.� �������4�������	���Ú451 The 
�+�*�'�$���4�������'�'�.���*�)���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���/�*�����*�)��� �(�)���
�.�-��� �'�è�.�����*�(���$�)�"�������(�+���$�"�)���$�)�������5�������)����
break ties with any people or corporations connected to what it describes as 
genocide, ethnic cleansing, and apartheid against Palestinians. 452 The policy was 
approved with 78.7% support on a voter turnout of roughly 35%. 453 In the same 
month, on November 20, 2023, ten professors from the Faculty of Education signed 
�����'� �/�/� �-��� �)�/�$�/�'� �����é�������$�'�'�����-�*�!� �.�.�*�-�.�Û���
�$���-���-�$���)�.�Û�����)�������/���!�!���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�è��
��� �(�*���-���/�$����� �)���*�-�.� �(� �)�/���*�!���/�#� ���ç���*�'�$���4�����"���$�)�.�/����� �)�*���$��� ���$�)�������'� �.�/�$�)� �Ú�è�ê�����#�$�.���2���.��
foll owed nine days later by the publication of  �é���+� �)���
� �/�/� �-�Ü���������$�'�'���!�*�-�������'� �.�/�$�)� �ê���$�)��
the McGill Daily.454 
 
Since then, matters have only deteriorated further, as university administrators 
remained unwilling, or unable, to meaningfully address the situation on campus. 
On November 9, 2023, for example, McGill principal, president, and vice chancellor 
Deep Saini published a letter to students after being made aware of posters 
���$�-���0�'���/�$�)�"���*�)���.�*���$���'���(� ���$���������'�'�$�)�"���*�)���������$�'�'���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���/�*���+���-�/�$���$�+���/� ���$�)�������é�����/�$�*�)���'��
�����4���*�!�����#�0�/���*�2�)�ê���$�)���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���*�!�������-���'�'�4���!�*�-�������5���Û���2�#�$���#���!� ���/�0�-� �������)���$�(���"� ���*�!�������"�-�*�0�+��
of individuals breaking glass windows. 455 The event was planned for November 9, 
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National Post, March 9, 2023, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/mcgill-universitys-deep-ties-with-irans-
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January 2024, available at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377180889_Post_October_7_Discrimination_Antisemitism_an
d_Anti-Zionism_at_McGill_University. 
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which coincided with the 85th anniversary of the Kristallnacht (Night of Broken 
Glass) anti-��� �2�$�.�#���+�*�"�-�*�(�.���*�!���§�¯�©�®�Ú���
�)���/�#� ���'� �/�/� �-�Û�������$�)�$���)�*�/� �����/�#���/���#� ���é�����)���*�)�'�4��
conclude that these posters are anti-��� �(�$�/�$���Ú�ê456 Sadly, this did nothing to prevent 
the protest from occurring.  
 
Another notable event occurred in February 2024, when pro -Palestinian 
��� �(�*�)�.�/�-���/�*�-�.�����'�*���&� ����� �)�/�-�4���/�*���������$�'�'�è�.���������0�'�/�4���*�!�������)���"� �(� �)�/�Û�����'�.�*���&�)�*�2�)�����.���/�#� ��
Bronfman Building after a well -known Canadian Jewish family of philanthropists. 457 
The protest was organized by SPHR, which wrote that 
 

�é���#� ����� �.���0�'�/� �'�.���������0�'�/�4���*�!�������)���"� �(� �)�/���#�*�.�/�.�����)��� �3���#���)�"� ���+�-�*�"�-���(���2�$�/�#��
Israel including the Start -up Ecosystem trip to the Hebrew University �óa 
university that works closely with the Zionist military, developing their 
weapons and strategies of terrorism to be used against Palestinians. The 
student body has clearly articulated that they demand divestment and 
boycott, and that there will be no business or classes as usual during an 
�*�)�"�*�$�)�"���"� �)�*���$��� ���2�#�$���#���#���.���&�$�'�'� �����*�1� �-���©�¦�Û�¦�¦�¦�������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�.�Ú�ê458 

 
�������'�4�Û���/�#�$�.��� �)�����+�.�0�'���/� �.���/�#� ���/�-�0� ���(�*�*�������)�����/�*�)� ���*�)���������$�'�'�è�.�������(�+�0�.�Ú�����)���'�4�.�$�.���*�!���/�#� ��
rhetoric and participants in the many protests and disruptions since October 7 
indicate that there is little connection to or awareness of the actual conflict between 
Israel and Hamas. Rather, we are seeing the same antisemitic tropes that have been 
repeated for years, reframed and rebranded as the current struggle against 
�é���$�*�)�$�.�(�ê�����)�����é�$�(�+� �-�$���'�$�.�(�Ú�ê 
 

Campus Protests  
 
Beginning on April 27, 2024, pro-Palestinian encampments began appearing across 
�����)�����$���)���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�������(�+�0�.� �.�Û���2�$�/�#���������$�'�'�è�.����� �$�)�"���/�#� ���!�$�-�.�/���$�)���/�#� �����*�0�)�/�-�4���/�*����� ���.� �/��
up, �.�0�+�+�*�-�/� �������4���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���!�-�*�(�����*�)���*�-���$���Ú�����$�/�#�$�)�������2� � �&���*�!���������$�'�'�è�.��� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/��
appearing, Quebec premier Francois Legault deemed these encampments illegal 
and said that the police should begin dismantling them, in line with the McGill 
�����(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�$�*�)�è�.���2�$�.�#� �.�Ú459 This did not occur, nor did an injunction request 
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2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/ian-cooper-mcgill-university-cedes-control-of-school-to-anti-
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February 22, 2024, https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/pro-palestinian-protesters-block-entrance-
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Guardian, May 3, 2024, https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/03/pro-palestine-
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submitted by two students succeed in moving the protest camp to a different 
location, with the judge rejecting the request on the grounds that the students failed 
�/�*���.�#�*�2���é�$�-�-� �+���-�����'� ���#���-�(�Ú�ê460 ���#�$�.���.� �/���*�!�!��������� �.�/�-�0���/�$�1� �Û���+�-�*�/�-�����/� �����.�$� �"� ���*�)���������$�'�'�è�.��
campus that lasted throughout the summer. On May 1, only hours after the judge 
�-� �%� ���/� �����/�#� ���.�/�0��� �)�/�è�.���$�)�%�0�)���/�$�*�)���-� �,�0� �.�/�Û���������$�'�'���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/����� � �+�������$�)�$���.���$�����/�#���/���/�#� ��
� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/���é�(�0�.�/����� �����$�.�(���)�/�'� �����,�0�$���&�'�4�Û�ê�������'�'�$�)�"���$�/���é�)�*�)-�)� �"�*�/�$�����'� �Ú�ê461 
Unfortunately, this did not occur.  
 
Firstly, it is important to note that, from the start, many if not most of those 
populating the encampment were not students. Acknowledging this fact, the 
�0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���.�/���/� �����/�#���/���é�2� ���#���1� ����� ���*�(� �����2���-� ���/�#���/���(���)�4���*�!���/�#� �(�Û���$�!���)�*�/���/�#� ��
majority, are not members �*�!���/�#� ���������$�'�'�����*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�Û�ê���2�#�$�'� ���*�!�!�$���$���'�.���.���$�����/�#���/���/�#� �4��
�#�������.� � �)���1�$��� �*��� �1�$��� �)��� ���*�!���é�.�*�(� ���+� �*�+�'� ���0�.�$�)�"���0�)� �,�0�$�1�*�����'�'�4�����)�/�$-Semitic language 
���)�����$�)�/�$�(�$�����/�$�)�"����� �#���1�$�*�0�-�Ú�ê462 Two days into the encampment, for example, 
�����)�������è�.���+�0���'�$�������-�*���������.�/� �-�����������$�)�/� �-�1�$� �2� ���������+�-�*�/� �.�/� �-���)���(� �����������#�������*�0���#� �-�Û��
who acknowledged that he was not a McGill student, but rather a member of the 
��� �1�*�'�0�/�$�*�)���-�4�����*�(�(�0�)�$�.�/�������-�/�4���2�#�*���2���.�����/���/�#� ��� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/���éin solidarity with 
�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�.�Ú�ê463 Students at McGill reported hearing offensive chants within the 
� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/�����)������� �4�*�)�����/�#�-�*�0�"�#�*�0�/���/�#� ���4� ���-�Û���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���é���'�'�����$�*�)�$�.�/�.�����-� ���-�����$�.�/�Û�ê��
�é���'�'�����$�*�)�$�.�/�.�����-� ���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/�.�Û�ê�����)�����é�/�#� �-� �è�.���*�)�'�4���*�)� ���.�*�'�0�/�$�*�)�Û���$�)�/�$�!���������-� �1�*�'�0�/�$�*�)�Ú�ê464 
 
Despite the clearly violent nature of the encampment and the apparent desire of 
both university administrators and city officials to dismantle it, little meaningful 
action was taken. In comparison to the United States, which saw far swifter 
intervention an d the establishment of Congressional hearings questioning 
university administrators, Canada saw no such action. In May, this discrepancy was 
addressed by researchers on policing and freedom of expression, who said that the 
differing responses by law enforc ement in Canada and the United States could be 
attributed to differences in the political climate between the two countries. 465 
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By way of example, they pointed to the 2011-�¨�¦�§�¨���é�����+�'� �����+�-�$�)�"�ê���.�/�0��� �)�/���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�Û��
following which student protesters who had been arrested were ultimately awarded 
C$6 million by the City of Montreal in 2023 to settle class-action lawsuits. 466 
According to Francis Dupuis -Deri, a political science professor at the Université du 
���0����� �����æ�����*�)�/�-�����'���ù���������ú�Û���é�.�$�)��� ���/�#� �)���ù���*�)�/�-� ���'�����*�'�$��� �ú���#���1� ����� � �)���$�)���ç��� -
� �.�����'���/�$�*�)�è���(�*��� �Û��� �1� �)���2�$�/�#���0�)�-�0�'�4���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�Ú�ê467 This sadly demonstrates the extent 
to which political decisions have impacted the nature and tone of these protests, 
ultimately allowing such destructive, hateful acts to take place on campus rather 
than confronting the instigators.  
 
This assessment is further supported by a May 2024 poll  from the Angus Reid 
Institute, which found that two -thirds of Canadians believe that the police give 
preferential treatment to certain groups when dealing with protests. 468 Examples of 
�/�#�$�.���$�)���'�0��� �����������.� ���2�#� �-� �����*�-�*�)�/�*�è�.���+�*�'�$��� �����#�$� �!���2���.���!�*�-��� �����/�*�����+�*�'�*�"�$�5� �����!�/� �-���+�*�'�$��� ��
delivered coffee and donuts to pro -Palestinian protesters blocking a bridge. 469 The 
�+�*�'�'�����'�.�*���.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4���)�*�/� �����/�#���/���é�����)�����$���)�.���*�!�����'�'���+�*�'�$�/�$�����'���.�/�-�$�+� �.���'���-�"� �'�4���!� � �'���/�#���/��
�+�*�'�$��� ���-� �.�+�*�)�.� �����)����� �)�"���"� �(� �)�/�����/���1���-�$�*�0�.���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.���$�.���)�*�/�����+�+�'�$� �������*�)�.�$�.�/� �)�/�'�4�Ú�ê470 
Moreover, while Canadians polled may differ on exactly who receives preferential 
�/�-� ���/�(� �)�/�Û����� �'�.� �4�������'�&� �-�Û���2�-�$�/�$�)�"���!�*�-���/�#� �����������*�)���'�����
���0�-�$� �-���
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� �Û���)�*�/� �����/�#���/���é�$�/��
is undeniable that left -leaning causes, and more specifically pro -Palestinian protests, 
are given unfair leeway in comparison to causes deemed to be right -�'� ���)�$�)�"�Ú�ê471 
 
In practice, the encampments are wholly emblematic of these findings. Firstly, 
despite trespassing on private property, which by definition makes them illegal, the 
encampments encountered practically no disciplinary action. Meanwhile, the 
encampments were characterized by physical confrontations with counter -
protesters, the presence of anti -Canadian and anti-police slogans, the repeated 
refusal of many orders to leave, calls aimed at inciting violence, and even the 
display of images depicting the lynching o f Jews.472 Masked individuals followed and 
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�•�‰�������Z�U�[�_���D�������}�v���o��-Laurier Institute, June 11, 2024, https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/anti-jewish-campus-
protests-reveal-ugly-double-standard-when-it-comes-to-policing-free-speech-kelsie-walker-for-inside-
policy/. 

469 �^�W�Œ�}�š���•�š�•���š�}���W�}�o�]���]�v�P�W���d�Á�}-thirds say inconsistent treatment from authorities favours some groups over 
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471 �<���o�•�]�����t���o�l���Œ�U���^���v�š�]-�:���Á�]�•�Z�������u�‰�µ�•���‰�Œ�}�š���•�š�•���Œ���À�����o���µ�P�o�Ç�����}�µ���o�����•�š���v�����Œ�����Á�Z���v���]�š�����}�u���•���š�}���‰�}�o�]���]�v�P���Z�(�Œ������

�•�‰�������Z�U�[�_���D�������}�v���o��-Laurier Institute, June 11, 2024, https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/anti-jewish-campus-
protests-reveal-ugly-double-standard-when-it-comes-to-policing-free-speech-kelsie-walker-for-inside-
policy/. 
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harassed senior university administrators at their homes and offices and even hung 
���)��� �!�!�$�"�4���*�!���
�.�-��� �'�$���+�-�$�(� ���(�$�)�$�.�/� �-����� �)�%���(�$�)����� �/���)�4���#�0���*�0�/�.�$��� ���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.��
main gates, wearing a striped outfit resembling the concentration camp uniforms 
worn by Jews during the Holocaust. 473 Meanwhile, counter -protests were and 
continue to be promptly cleared by police. 474 
 
�I�ã�Õ�V�8�º���Ï�×�J���0�Ô�Ô�ã�Õ�u�����Ô��� �º���ô�•���ã�����z�º�N�•���u�•�Ý�V���Ý�•���Õ�ã���Õ���Ô�8�������x�¬�J�ã�ü�ü�|�@���«���³�³�ã�¬�ø���J�•�N�º�@475  

 
 
Following these shocking displays, the violent, hateful rhetoric that defined the 
university encampments went a further step in June 2024, when pro -Palestinian 
�"�-�*�0�+�.���'���0�)���#� ���������4�*�0�/�#���.�0�(�(� �-���+�-�*�"�-���(���*�)���é�-� �.�$�.�/���)��� �ê���*�)���������$�'�'�è�.���(���$�)��
campus. Organized by the SPHR chapters of McGill and Concordia, the program 
featured a photo of young people wearing keffiyehs covering their faces with two of 
them also holding assault rifles. 476 The picture is of members of the Fatah faction of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and was taken in Jordan in 1970.477 
Zaina Karim, SPHR spokesperson, and Zayad Abisaab, a member of SPHR, spoke to 
�/�#� ���(� ���$���������*�0�/���/�#� �������(�+�è�.���+�0�-�+�*�.� �Û�����'���$�(�$�)�"���/�#���/���$�/���2���.���/�*���/� �����#�������*�0�/���é�/�#� �����)�/�$-

 

473 Ibid. 
474 Ibid. 
475 �W���µ�o�����Z���Œ�Œ�Ç�U���^�^�š�µ�����v�š�•���Z�}�Œ�Œ�]�(�]���������(�š���Œ���•�����]�v�P���E���š���v�Ç���Z�µ���Z���v�P�������]�v�����(�(�]�P�Ç���}�v���D���'�]�o�o�[�•���Z�}�����]���l���'���š���•�U�_��The 

Gazette, May 27, 2024, https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/students-horrified-after-seeing-
netanyahu-hanged-in-effigy-on-mcgills-roddick-gates. 
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News, June 20, 2024, https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20240620132927234. 
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���*�'�*�)�$���'���.�/�-�0�"�"�'� �Ú�ê478 In a post promoting the camp on Instagram, SPHR stated that 
the camp would  
 

�é� ���0�����/� ���/�#� ���4�*�0�/�#���*�!���(�*�)�/�-� ���'���ûsic�ü�����)�����-� ��� �!�$�)� ���������$�'�'�è�.���ç� �'�$�/� �è���$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)���'��
legacy by transforming its space into one of revolutionary education. The 
daily schedule will include physical activity, Arabic language instruction, 
cultural crafts, political discussions, historical and revol �0�/�$�*�)���-�4���'� �.�.�*�)�.�Ú�ê479 

 
The fact that student groups could establish a youth summer program and promote 
it by displaying imagery of armed PLO fighters is both alarming and indicative of 
the nature of the content on offer there. However, since Canadian provinces do not 
require day  camps to be licensed, there was no legal impediment to the SPHR 
establishing a summer program, even one promoting violence such as this one. 480 
 

Figure 20: SPHR youth summer program promotion 481 

 
 
On July 10, 2024, the McGill encampment was finally dismantled by private security 
firm Sirco. 482 ���*�(�(� �)�/�$�)�"���*�)���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)�Û���������$�'�'���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/����� � �+�������$�)�$��
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�����&�)�*�2�'� ���"� �����/�#���/���/�#� ��� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/���2���.���é�����#� ���1�$�'�4���!�*�-�/�$�!�$� �����!�*�����'���+�*�$�)�/���!�*�-��
intimidation and violence, organized largely by individuals who are not part of our 
�0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�����*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�Û�ê�����)�����/�#���/���é�/�#�$�.�������(�+���2���.���)�*�/�������+� ����� �!�0�'���+�-�*�/� �.�/�Ú�ê483 
Moreover, in its statement, the university said that its investigation had uncovered 
�é�.� �-�$�*�0�.���#� ���'�/�#�����)�����.���!� �/�4���-�$�.�&�.�ê���$�)�.�$��� ���/�#� �������(�+�Û���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���/�2�*���*�1� �-���*�.� �.�Û���!�$�-� ��
hazards, and a rat infestation. 484 ��� �.�+�*�)���$�)�"���/�*�������$�)�$�è�.�����.�.� �.�.�(� �)�/�Û���+�-�*�/� �.�/��
� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/���.�+�*�&� �.�+� �-�.�*�)�������$�)���������-�$�(���1�*�2� �����/�#���/���é�/�#�$�.���$�.���)�*�/���/�#� ��� �)�������/�����'�'�Û�ê���2�#�$�'� ��
��� �.���-�$���$�)�"�����'�'���/�#� ���!�$�)���$�)�"�.���*�!���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.���$�)�1� �.�/�$�"���/�$�*�)�����.���é�'�$� �.�Ú�ê485 
 
In September 2024, under pressure from the university administration, the 
undergraduate student union at McGill revoked club status from SPHR, in what 
���������������'�'� ���������é���$�!�!�$���0�'�/�����)�����.�+�'�$�/����� ���$�.�$�*�)�Ú�ê486 This followed months -long efforts by 
�������$�'�'�è�.�������(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�$�*�)���/�*���"� �/�������������/�*���$�)�/� �-�1� �)� ���2�$�/�#�������	�������)�����!�*�-��� ���$�/���/�*���.�/�*�+��
using the McGill name on its social media accounts. 487 These attempts included the 
�.� �)���$�)�"���*�!�������é�)�*�/�$��� ���*�!����� �!���0�'�/�ê���/�*�����������è�.���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/�����4���������$�'�'�è�.���$�)�/� �-�$�(����� �+�0�/�4��
�+�-�*�1�*�.�/�Û�����)�"� �'���������(�+��� �'�'�Û���*�)�����0�'�4���§�¦�Ú�����#� ���)�*�/�$��� ���-� �!� �-�-� �����/�*���é��� � �+�'�4���/�-�*�0���'�$�)�"��
��� �#���1�$�*�0�-�ê�����4�������	�����(� �(��� �-�.�Û���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���/�#� ���é�"�'�*�-�$�!�$�����/�$�*�)���*�!���1�$�*�'� �)���  against 
���$�1�$�'�$���)�.���!�*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"���	���(���.�è���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/�����/�/�����&���*�)�������/�Ú���­�Û���/�#�-� ���/�.���/�*�����)�����#���-���.�.�(� �)�/���*�!��
McGill community members, support for the forced entry into and attempted 
occupation of the James Administration Building, as well as the obstruction of 
university  �����/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�����)���������(���"� ���/�*���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���+�-�*�+� �-�/�4�Ú�ê488 
 
On October 8, 2024, McGill announced that the Quebec Superior Court has issued a 
judgment  granting a provisional ten -day injunction against SPHR, barring it and 
�é���)�4���+� �-�.�*�)�����2���-� ���*�!���/�#� ���%�0���"�(� �)�/�ê���!�-�*�(���+�-�*�/� �.�/�$�)�"���*�)�������(�+�0�.���0�)��� �-���.�+� ���$�!�$����
circumstances. 489 ���#�$�.���!�*�'�'�*�2� �����������$�'�'�è�.�������&�)�*�2�'� ���"�(� �)�/���/�#���/���$�/���#��������� � �)���/�#� ���é�.�$�/� ��
�*�!���*���.�/�-�0���/�$�1� ���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�������-�-�$�)�"���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�����)�����$�)�.�/�-�0���/�*�-�.���!�-�*�(��������� �.�.�$�)�"�����0�$�'���$�)�"�.�Û���é��
noting that just a day before the judgment was issued, acts of violence, vandalism, 
and intimidation were  witnessed on campus.490 

 
More specifically, on the one -year anniversary of the October 7 massacre, several 
hundred pro -Palestinian protesters engaged in violent and destructive activity, 
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smashing the windows of the Sylvan Adams Sports Science Institute (SASSI) and 
only dispersing when police employed tear gas. 491 �������$�'�'�è�.�����)�)�*�0�)��� �(� �)�/���!�0�-�/�#� �-��
�-� �����'�'� ���������	���è�.���+�-�*�(�*�/�$�*�)���*�!���$�/�.�������/�*��� �-���­���/�*���§�§���é��� � �&���*�!�������"� �Û�ê���2�#�$���#���.�/���/� �����/�#���/��
�/�#� �-� ���(�0�.�/����� ���é�)�*�����0�.�$�)� �.�.���*�-�����'���.�.� �.�����.���0�.�0���'�Û�ê���1�$�*�'���/�$�)�"���/�#� ���!�0�)�����(� �)�/���'����������� �(�$����
rights of students and instructors. 492 A request by McGill to extend the injunction 
was rejected on October 21.493 
 
Amid the fallout from the shocking behavior and rhetoric on display during the 
campus protests, one of the more pressing questions that comes to mind concerns 
�/�#� ���$��� �)�/�$�/�4���*�!���/�#�*�.� ���2�#�*���.�/�*�*������� �#�$�)�����/�#� �(�Ú���
�)���������$�'�'�è�.�������.� �Û���.�*�0�-��� �.���$�)�1�*�'�1� �����$�)��
combating digi tal disinformation were able to point the finger directly at Iran. In 
August 2024, American cyber security company XPOZ explained to Iran 
International  how Iran had boosted the anti -Israel protests at McGill in an attempt to 
undermine Western support for I srael and fuel divisiveness in Canada.494 
 
They reached this conclusion based on a large-scale analysis of factual evidence and 
�����/�������*�'�'� ���/� �����*�)���.�*���$���'���)� �/�2�*�-�&�.�Ú�����)���'�4�.�/�.�����/�������������0�.� �������
���/� ���#�)�*�'�*�"�4���é�/�*���0�)�(���.�&��
�/�#� ���)� �/�2�*�-�&�.�����)���������(�+���$�"�)�.����� �#�$�)�����ç�$�)���0�/�#� �)�/�$�����0�.� �-�.�è���$�)�/� �-�����/�$�)�"���*�)�������'���-�"� ��
�.�����'� �Ú�ê495 These inauthentic accounts could either be bots or fake users managed by 
a foreign power, operating in a highly coordinated matter on social media. 496 The 
analysts explained that coordination is a critical issue, as that is how social media 
algorithms work to push a certain narrative. 497 Critically, in this case, the analysts 
�!�*�0�)�����/�#���/���/�#� �-� ���2���.���é�����#�$�"�#���+� �-��� �)�/���"� ���*�!���$�)���0�/�#� �)�/�$�����������*�0�)�/�.���+�-�$�(���-�$�'�4���2�-�$�/�/� �)��
in Farsi, coming from Iranians inside of Iran linked to the regime and IRGC, fueling 
�/�#� �������(�+�0�.���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�����/���������$�'�'�Ú�ê498 
 
The analysts at XPOZ arrived at their conclusions following a month of tracking and 
identifying the language used in social media posts, where they were coming from, 

 

491 �^�Z���v�]���>���•�l�]�v�U���^�,�µ�v���Œ�����•���Œ���o�o�Ç���]�v���•�}�o�]�����Œ�]�š�Ç���Á�]�š�Z���W���o���•�š�]�v���������Ç�������(�}�Œ�����^�µ�‰���Œ�]�}�Œ�����}�µ�Œ�š���}�(���Y�µ�����������P�Œ���v�š�•��
�D���'�]�o�o�����v���]�v�i�µ�v���š�]�}�v�U�_��The Tribune, October 15, 2024, https://www.thetribune.ca/news/hundreds-rally-in-
solidarity-with-palestine-day-before-superior-court-of-quebec-grants-mcgill-an-injunction-15102024/. 

492 ���v�P���o���������u�‰�����o�o�����v�����&�����Œ�]�������>���������µ�U���^�/�v�i�µ�v���š�]�}�v���š�}���‰�Œ�}�š�����š���D���'�]�o�o�[�•�������������u�]�����u�]�•�•�]�}�v�U�_���D���'�]�o�o���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U��
October 8, 2024, https://www.mcgill.ca/newsroom/article/campus-updates/injunction-protect-mcgills-
academic-mission. 

493 ���o�]�Ì�����>�����U���^�^�µ�‰���Œ�]�}�Œ�����}�µ�Œ�š���Œ���i�����š�•���D���'�]�o�o�[�•���]�v�i�µ�v���š�]�}�v���Œ���‹�µ���•�š���š�}�����Æ�š���v�����Œ���•�š�Œ�]���š�]�}�v�•���}�v�������u�‰�µ�•���‰�Œ�}�š���•�š�•�U�_��
The Tribune, October 29, 2024, https://www.thetribune.ca/news/superior-court-rejects-mcgills-
injunction-request-to-extend-restrictions-on-campus-protests-281024/. 

494 �E���P���Œ���D�}�i�š���Z�����]�U���^�/�Œ���v���u���•�š���Œ�u�]�v�����������v�š�]-�/�•�Œ�����o���‰�Œ�}�š���•�š���]�v�������v�����]���v���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U�_���/�Œ���v���/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�U��
August 2, 2024, https://www.iranintl.com/en/202408012272. 
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and how much of it was coordinated by inauthentic accounts linked to Iran. 499 XPOZ 
claimed they were confident about their conclusions based on an analysis of which 
groups the inauthentic users belonged to and the narrative they produced over time 
within those groups, drawn from nearly 150,000 posts on X, over 500,000 likes, and 
more than 65,000 comments.500 According to the XPOZ analysts, their research of 
the alleged coordinated activity at McGill shows that 60% of the campus protesters 
were not authentic online users, with the data indicating the presence of 
coordinated Farsi -speaking accounts, suggesting a targeted campaign. For the sake 
of comparison, 75% of commentators critical of the encampment were deemed to 
be authentic. 501 
 

Figure 21: Chart representing coordinated pro -encampment  
network tied to Iran 502 

 
 
Another key point noted by the XPOZ investigation was the functional discrepancy 
found in the language used. As noted, the overwhelming majority of the content 
they analyzed was in Farsi, or written by users whose followers were writing in 
Farsi. Considering that McGill is located in Montreal, where it would be naturally 
inferred that the majority of engagement would be in English or French, this fact is 
key. Moreover, the analysts emphasized that the users were not merely Iranians 
living in Canada or regul ar Iranian citizens but individuals specifically tied to the 

 

499 Ibid. 
500 Ibid. 
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Islamic Republic who were highly intertwined with one another. 503 As noted by one 
�*�!���/�#� �����)���'�4�.�/�.�Û���é���#� ���+�-�$�(���-�4���/���&� ���2���4���$�.���/�#���/���/�#� �-� ���$�.�������(���.�.�$�1� �������/�$�1�$�/�4�Û���!�0�)��� ���Û��
coordinated and organized by a foreign government that is influencing Canadians in 
Canada and driving incitement to violence and real -�2�*�-�'���������/�$�1�$�/�4�Ú�ê504 
 
Beyond these findings, disinformation researchers following up on reports of the 
Iranian promotion of anti -Israel activism in the United States also voiced concerns 
over similar activities in Canada. Marcus Kolga, the founder of DisinfoWatch, which 
monitor s and exposes state-sponsored attempts to hijack social media for malicious 
intent, told the National Post in August 2024 that he had witnessed a spike in such 
activity following the October 7 attacks. 505 ���*�'�"�������'���$�(� �����/�#���/���é�*�1� �-���/�#� ���+���.�/���)�$�)� ��
�(�*�)�/�#�.�����/�����$�.�$�)�!�*�����/���#�Û���2� �è�1� ���*���.� �-�1� �����.�*���$���'���(� ���$�����������*�0�)�/�.���/�#���/���2� �-� ���+�-� �1�$�*�0�.�'�4��
posting aggressively anti-Ukrainian content, adding anti -Zionist content to their 
�(�$�3�Ú�ê506 �	� ��������� �����/�#���/���é�2� �����'�.�*���&�)�*�2���/�#���/�����0�.�.�$���)���$�)�/� �'�'�$�"� �)��� ���#���.����� � �)���.�+�*�)�.�*�-�$�)�"��
���)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$���������/�$�1� ���(� ���.�0�-� �.�����)�����$�)�!�'�0� �)��� ���*�+� �-���/�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê507 
 
Kolga further pointed to a joint operation by US and Canadian intelligence agencies 
�/�#���/���é�0�)� ���-�/�#� �����)� ���-�'�4�������/�#�*�0�.���)�������*�/���������*�0�)�/�.����� �.�$�"�)� �����/�*���+�-�*�(�*�/� �����0�.�.�$���)��
�"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���(� �.�.���"�$�)�"�Û�ê���)�*�/�$�)�"���/�#���/���
�-���)���$�.�������&� �4���+�'���4� �-���$�)���/�#�$�.�����0�.�.�$���)-aligned 
network. Based on �/�#� �.� ���!�$�)���$�)�"�.�Û�����*�'�"�������*�)���'�0��� �����/�#���/���é�2� �è�1� ���*���.� �-�1� �����������'� ���-��
crossover of pro-Kremlin/anti -Ukrainian and anti -Zionist/pro -Hamas narratives by 
far -left and far -�-�$�"�#�/���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� �-�.�Ú�ê508 ��� �!� �-�-�$�)�"���/�*�����������è�.���!�$�)���$�)�"�.�Û�����*�'�"�����.���$�����/�#���/��
�é�$�/�è�.���)�*�/�����/�����'�'���.�0�-�+�-�$�.�$�)�"���/�#� �-� �è�.�������.�$�"�)�$�!�$�����)�/���$�)���0�/�#� �)�/�$�����)� �/�2�*�-�&�����)���������/�$�1�$�/�4����� �$�)�"��
�*���.� �-�1� �������(�+�'�$�!�4�$�)�"���)���-�-���/�$�1� �.���/�#���/�����-� ���.�0�+�+�*�-�/�$�1� ���*�!���	���(���.�Û�ê���������$�)�"���/�#���/���é�/�#� �$�-��
conclusions seem to confirm what the ex perts and activists like myself have 
�+�-� �1�$�*�0�.�'�4���#�4�+�*�/�#� �.�$�5� ���Ú�ê509 In the same National Post article, Joel Finkelstein, the 
co-�!�*�0�)��� �-���*�!���/�#� ����� �/�2�*�-�&�����*�)�/���"�$�*�)����� �.� ���-���#���
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� ���ù�������
�ú�Û���.�/���/� �����/�#���/���é�/�#� ��
claims being made by the research may be hard to determine in specificity, but are 
largely uncontroversial in terms of broader trends. Based on our data, these 
���.�.� �-�/�$�*�)�.�����'�$�"�)���2�$�/�#���*���.� �-�1� �����/�-� �)���.�����)�������-� �����-� ���$���'� �Ú�ê510 
 
The findings of these reports are indicative of a far greater threat to Canada than the 
encampments themselves, namely the existence of dangerously high levels of 
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foreign interference. Canada itself has named Iran as one of the top four countries, 
along with China, Russia, and North Korea, that is engaged in extensive campaigns 
threatening its national security. 511 Moreover, the revelations of XPOZ reported by 
Iran International  followed a similar disclosure made a month prior, on July 9, 2024, 
by US Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines.  
 
In an official statement , Haines confirmed that the Iranian government was 
���*�1� �-�/�'�4���.� � �&�$�)�"���/�*���é�/���&� �������1���)�/���"� ���*�!���*�)�"�*�$�)�"���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.���-� �"���-���$�)�"���/�#� ���2���-���$�)�������5���Û��
�0�.�$�)�"�������+�'���4���*�*�&���2� �è�1� ���.� � �)���*�/�#� �-�������/�*�-�.���0�.� ���*�1� �-���/�#� ���4� ���-�.�Ú����� ���#���1� ���*���.� �-�1� ����
�����/�*�-�.���/�$� �����/�*���
�-���)�è�.���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���+�*�.�$�)�"�����.����ctivists online, seeking to encourage 
�+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�Û�����)����� �1� �)���+�-�*�1�$���$�)�"���!�$�)���)���$���'���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�*���+�-�*�/� �.�/� �-�.�Ú�ê512 This statement both 
reinforces the findings of XPOZ and other disinformation researchers and 
underlines the seriousness of the very real national security threats manifesting 
within, and masquerading as, student -led protests at Canadian universities.  
 
 

Concordia University  
 
Concordia University in Montreal has established itself over the past two decades as 
a flashpoint for anti -Israel activity. Back in 2002, the Globe and Mail reported on the 
�+�-�*�'�*�)�"� �������*�)�!�'�$���/���/�#���/���#��������� �1� �'�*�+� ������� �/�2� � �)���/�#� ���.���#�*�*�'�è�.�����0�.�'�$�(�����)������� �2�$�.�#��
student populations. They noted that, due to recent waves of immigration and the 
arrival of refugees from Arab countries around the turn of the century, Concordia  
was home to approximately 5,000 Muslim students, accounting for one fifth of the 
student body, whil e only 1,500 to 2,000 students were Jewish.513 It also noted the 
central role that SPHR was already playing in advancing anti -Israel rhetoric on 
�����(�+�0�.�Û���+�-�*�(�*�/�$�)�"���$�/�.�������0�.� ���é�2�$�/�#�������.�/�-� ���(���*�!���+�-�*�1�*�����/�$�1� ���.�+� ���&� �-�.�Û���+�*�.�/� �-�.�Û��
�+�-�*�/� �.�/�.�����)����� �3�#�$���$�/�.�����-�$�/�$�����'���*�!���
�.�-��� �'�Ú�ê514 On the other side, Jewish students were 
��� ���-�4�$�)�"�������	���è�.�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�����.���#���1�$�)�"���é���-� ���/� �����������'�$�(���/� ���*�!���$�)�/�*�'� �-���)��� �����)����
�$�)�/�$�(�$�����/�$�*�)���*�)�������(�+�0�.�Ú�ê515 What will be shown below is that now, over twenty 
years later, the situation unfortunately remains largely unchanged.  
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The Globe and Mail report goes on to describe chilling events that took place on  
campus, where overt displays of anti -Israel activity and anti -Jewish intimidation 
could be readily observed. One Jewish student interviewed for the report described 
�����é�)�$�"�#�/�(���-� �ê���"�-���1� �4���-����� �3�#�$���$�/���.� �/���0�+�����4�������	���Û���(���-�&� �����2�$�/�#���/�#� ���)���(� �.���*�!��
Palestinians kill ed by Israeli forces. 516 Upon exiting the exhibit, students had to pass 
�/�#�-�*�0�"�#�������é���#� ���&�+�*�$�)�/�ê���2�#� �-� ���/�#� �4���2� �-� ���(����� ���/�*���+�-�*���0��� ���$��� �)�/�$�!�$�����/�$�*�)�����)�����2� �-� ��
�é�$�)�.�+� ���/� ���Ú�ê�������	�����(� �(��� �-�.�����'�.�*���.�/���"� �����(�*���&���(�$�'�$�/���-�4�����#� ���&�+�*�$�)�/�.���*�)���*�/�#� �-��
occasions, wearing army fatigues and questioning student s about their identities. 517 
 
A year earlier, in 2001, the Concordia Student Union (CSU) produced a handbook, 
�/�$�/�'� �����é���+�-�$�.�$�)�"�Û�ê���/�#���/���2���.���!�0�)��� �����!�-�*�(���.�/�0��� �)�/�����0� �.�Ú�����#�$�.���#���)�����*�*�&���+�-���$�.� �����/�#� ��
Intifada, urged the burning of the Canadian flag, and featured an article, titled 
�é���-�����*�+�#�*���$���Û�ê �$�)���2�#�$���#���$�/���)�*�/� �����/�#���/�����*�)���*�-���$���è�.���-� ���/�*�-�����)�����+�-�*�1�*�.�/���2� �-� �����*�/�#��
Jewish.518 Other disturbing developments at Concordia included the creation of a 
website by the Students Association for Muslim Awareness (SAMA) that condoned 
suicide bombings in Israel and the September 11 attacks in New York and 
Washington, as well as offering lin ks to Holocaust denial and antisemitic sites and 
groups.519 Following the publication of an article in the National Post regarding the 
SAMA site, it was shut down in August 2002, and the group issued an apology at a 
meeting of the CSU council of representatives on August 28.520 In addition to this, 
SPHR circulated an article that accused Israel of developing an ethnic bioweapon 
designed to kill Arabs while preserving Jewish lives. 521 
 
These activities and rhetoric reflect and contributed to what has since become one 
of the most infamous incidents at Concordia, which to date remains a hallmark of 
violent anti -Israel expression at the university. On September 9, 2002, a planned 
speech by then former Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu at Concordia 
was met, and ultimately blocked, by an overwhelming anti -Israel mob that violently 
confronted those attending the speech. It is estimated that 200 to 500 Muslim and 
pro-Palestinian students �/�0�-�)� �����0�+�����/���/�#� ���+�-�*�/� �.�/�Û�����#���)�/�$�)�"���.�'�*�"���)�.���'�$�&� ���é�&�$�'�'���/�#� ��
���$�*�)�$�.�/�.�ê�����)�����é�$�/�����#�����'���4���#�0���ô (kill the Jews) and physically beating ticket holders. 522 
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519 �^�Z���o�]���d���]�š���o�����µ�u�U���^�:�]�Z���������š���Z�'���Ì�����h�U�[�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U���K���š�}�����Œ���î�í�U���î�ì�ì�î�U��
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520 �^�t���š���Z�]�v�P�����}�v�h�U�_��The Concordian, October 23, 2002, https://theconcordian.com/2002/10/watching-

conu/. 
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Thomas Hecht, a 73-year-old Holocaust survivor who headed the Quebec branch of 
the Canada-Israel Committee, was reportedly pushed against a wall, spat on, and 
kicked in the groin. 523 Other notable attendees, including Norma Joseph, a professor 
�$�)�����*�)���*�-���$���è�.�������)�����$���)-Jewish studies program, and her husband, Rabbi Howard 
S. Joseph, were also reportedly kicked, punched, and spat upon.524 Leith Marouf, the 
���0�/�#�*�-���*�!���/�#� �����!�*�-� �(� �)�/�$�*�)� �����é���+�-�$�.�$�)�"�ê���#���)�����*�*�&�����)���������+�-�*�(�$�)� �)�/���.�/�0��� �)�/��
disruptor, was arrested while spray -painting anti -Israel graffiti, and allegedly 
threatened to kill one of the campus guards who caught him. 525 
 
Another significant case in which the proliferation of radical Islamist content was 
tolerated at Concordia was uncovered in a March 2015 report by TVA News in 
Montreal. 526 ���#� ���-� �+�*�-�/���-� �1� ���'� �����/�#���/���/�#� ���'�$���-���-�4���*�!���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)��
�ù�������ú�����*�)�/���$�)� �������*�*�&�.�����)�����1�$��� �*�.�����4���é� �3�/�-� �(�$�.�/���+�-� �����#� �-�.�Û�ê���/�#���/���$�/���#�������é���0�/�/�$�)�"-
edge software that allows users to consult online books, (among which) TVA news 
found dozens of works ���4���-�����$�����'���$�(���(�.�Û�ê�����)�����/�#���/���/�#� ���'�$���-���-�4�è�.���#�*�'���$�)�"�.�����*�0�'������� ��
consulted online from any computer. 527 Some of the works found in the library were 
by Islamic scholars who condone wife beating and female genital mutilation or who 
advocate the death penalty for those who renounce Islam or practice 
homosexuality. 528 
 
Among the more notable individuals whose works featured in the TVA News report 
was Yusuf al-Qaradawi, the former spiritual leader of the Muslim Brotherhood, who 
defended the use of suicide bombings as a duty.529 Another author singled out in the 
report was Adbur Raheem Green, who had been invited by MSA to speak at 
Concordia in 2011 but had his invitation rescinded after a video surfaced in which 
�#� �������1�*�����/� �����#�0�.�����)���.���0�.�$�)�"���+�#�4�.�$�����'���!�*�-��� ���/�*�����*�-�-� ���/���/�#� �$�-���2�$�1� �.�è��behavior. 530 
���-� � �)���$�.�����'�.�*���*�)���-� ���*�-�������.���.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�
�.�'���(���$�.���)�*�/�����*�(�+���/�$���'� ���2�$�/�#����� �(�*���-�����4�ê�����)����
�/�#���/���é���4�$�)�"���2�#�$�'� ���!�$�"�#�/�$�)�"���%�$�#�������$�.���*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���.�0�-� �.�/���2���4�.���/�*���+���-�����$�.� �����)�������'�'���#�è�.��
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Gazette, July 15, 2020, https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/concordia-dean-to-meet-with-
muslim-student-group-over-library-controversy. 
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�"�*�*�����+�'� ���.�0�-� �Ú�ê531 �	� ���2���.�����'�.�*�������0�"�#�/���*�)�������(� �-�����$�)���
�*�)���*�)�è�.���	�4��� �������-�&�������0�.�$�)�"������
��� �2�$�.�#���(���)�Û���.���4�$�)�"���é�2�#�4�����*�)�è�/���4�*�0���/���&� ���/�#� �������#�*�0���$���û��� �2�ü���*�1� �-���/�#� �-� ���!���-�����2���4���.�*���#�$�.��
�.�/� �)���#�����*� �.�)�è�/�����$�.�/�0�-�����0�.�â�ê532 
 
���.�������-� �.�0�'�/���*�!���/�#� ���-� �+�*�-�/�Û�����*�)���*�-���$���è�.����� ���)���*�!���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�������'�'� �����!�*�-�������(� � �/�$�)�"���2�$�/�#��
leaders of MSA, who were ultimately left to audit themselves and claimed to have 
�é�-� �(�*�1� �����.�*�(� �����*�)�/�-�*�1� �-�.�$���'���2�-�$�/�$�)�"�.���!�-�*�(���û�������è�.�ü�����*�*�&�����*�'�'� ���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê533 No further 
�����/�$�*�)���2���.���/���&� �)�Û�����.�����������(� �(��� �-�.�����*�(�+�'���$�)� �����/�#� �4���2� �-� ���é�0�)�!���$�-�'�4���+�*�-�/�-���4� ���ê���$�)��
the report. 534 
 
In the years since, the environment at Concordia has remained largely unchanged. 
For example, the minutes  of a CSU meeting on October 12, 2016, include a section 
on BDS, noting that October 3�ò�­���2���.���é��� ���*�'�*�)�$�5� �������'� �.�/�$�)� �Ü������������� � �&�ê�����)����
���$�.���0�.�.�$�)�"���������è�.���2�*�-�&���/�*���+�-�*�(�*�/� ���$�/�Ú535 In a March 2022 referendum, students at 
Concordia endorsed ���4�����)���®�¬�·���(���%�*�-�$�/�4�����)���é���)�/�$-���+���-�/�#� �$���ê���(� ���.�0�-� �����*�(�+� �'�'�$�)�"��
�/�#� �����*�'�'� �"� ���/�*���2�$�/�#���-���2���é�1�*�����'�����)�����!�$�)���)���$���'���.�0�+�+�*�-�/�ê���!�-�*�(���.�/���/� �.�����)�������*�-�+�*�-���/�$�*�)�.��
�é���*�(�+�'�$���$�/���$�)���
�.�-��� �'�$�����+���-�/�#� �$���Ú�ê536 This long-term trend makes the attitudes and 
behavior displayed on campus following the October 7 attacks less surprising but no 
less shameful. 
 
���#� ���!�$�-�.�/���(���%�*�-���$�)���$��� �)�/���/�*���*�����0�-���*�)�����*�)���*�-���$���è�.�������(�+�0�.�����!�/� �-���/�#���/���#�*�-�-�$�!�$���������4��
happened just one month after the start of the Israel -Hamas war. On November 8, 
�¨�¦�¨�©�Û���+�*�'�$��� ���2� �-� �������'�'� �����/�*�����*�)���*�-���$�������)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.�������(�+�0�.�����!�/� �-������violent altercation  
���-�*�&� ���*�0�/�Ú���������*�-���$�)�"���/�*��� �4� �2�$�/�)� �.�.� �.�Û���������*�*�/�#���#��������� � �)���.� �/���0�+�����/���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.��
Henry F. Hall Building in solidarity with the hostages taken by Hamas on October 
7.537 Shortly after the event started, a group of pro -Palestinian students and some 
outsiders began shouting at and harassing those at the booth in what was described 
���.�������é�!�'���"�-���)�/��� �3���0�.� ���/�*���/���-�"� �/����� �2�.�Ú�ê538 

 

531 �Z���Z�����u���<���•�•���u�����v�����>�]���u�����������}�v�U���^�h�<���/�•�o���u�]�•�š�•���,�}�o�����Z���o�o�Ç���š�}���Z�^�š�Œ�µ�P�P�o���[���(�}�Œ���/�•�o���u�]�����^�š���š���U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š��
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Yanise Arab, a lecturer in the history department at the Université de Montréal, was  
caught on camera �4� �'�'�$�)�"�Û���é�"�*���������&���/�*�����*�'���)���Û��sharmuta �û�2�#�*�-� �ü�ê�����/���/�#� ����� �2�$�.�#��
students.539 Another video reportedly showed a female pro -Palestinian protester 
�����'�'�$�)�"��������� �2�$�.�#���.�/�0��� �)�/�������é�!�0���&�$�)�"���&�$�&� �Ú�ê540 One person was arrested and at least 
three people were injured following these violent exchanges, which lasted nearly 
three hours. 541 The next day, a pro-�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)���.�/�0��� �)�/���2���.���!�$�'�(� �����*�)���������$�'�'�è�.��
�����(�+�0�.���.���4�$�)�"���/�#���/���.�#� ���2���.�����/���/�#� ���ç���'�/� �-�����/�$�*�)�è�����/�����*�)���*�-���$�������)�����/�#���/���é�2� ���/� �-�-�$�!�$� ����
�/�#� �(���4� �.�/� �-�����4���Þ���2� ���2�$�'�'����� ���'�*�0���Ú����� ���2�$�'�'���(���&� ���/�#� �(�����!�-���$���Ú�ê542 
 
At the same time, Jewish students at Concordia began reporting increasingly 
threatening and intimidating interactions on campus, both among fellow students 
and with faculty. One student, Ora Bar, told Global News that in the previous week 
she had been told �é���*�)�è�/���2�*�-�-�4�Û���
���#���1� ���4�*�0�-���!����� �����*�)�è�/���2�*�-�-�4�ê�����)�����/�#���/���é���)�*�/�#� �-��
�+� �-�.�*�)���/�*�'�����(� ���/�#� �4���-� ���*�"�)�$�5� ���(� ���)�*�2�����)�����/�#� �4�è�'�'���!�$�)�����(� �Ú�ê543 Another student, 
Eitan Kovac, spoke of how students feel so threatened that they feel compelled to 
�.�&�$�+�����'���.�.� �.�Û���.���4�$�)�"���é�����#�0�)���-� �����+� �-��� �)�/�Ú���
�è�1� ���#�����������+�-�*�!� �.�.�*�-���/�#���/���/�*�'�����(� ���/�#���/�����'�'��
Israelis are colonizers. How am I supposed to feel safe in a class like �/�#���/�â�ê544 
 
In a subsequent article for the National Post, Ora Bar expanded on her experiences 
at Concordia, noting the utter lack of action taken by university administrators to 
address the repeated incidents of discrimination faced by Jewish students. She 
referred to her film studies professor, who in spring 202 �¨���é�-�*�(���)�/�$���$�5� �������)����
�.�0�+�+�*�-�/� �����/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�����"���$�)�.�/���
�.�-��� �'�$�.�Û�ê��� �3�+�'���$�)�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�
�.�-��� �'�$�.���ç��� �.� �-�1� �è��� �1� �-�4�/�#�$�)�"��
�/�#� �4���"� �/����� �����0�.� ���/�#� �4�����-� ���ç���*�'�*�)�$�5� �-�.�Ú�è�ê545 The same professor also claimed that 
Jewish history in Israel only went back 100 years. Upon being challenged by the 
�.�/�0��� �)�/�Û���.�#� ���-� �.�+�*�)��� �����é���-���Û���4�*�0���$�)���+���-�/�$���0�'���-�Û���.�#�*�0�'�����'�*�*�&���0�+���/�#� ���2�*�-����
�(�4�/�#�*�'�*�"�4�Û�ê�����)�����.���$�����/�#���/���é�
�����*���)�*�/�������-� ���$�!���
���"� �/���!�$�-� �����!�*�-���/�#�$�.�Û�ê in an apparent 
acknowledgment of her extreme rhetoric. 546 

 

539 Danielle Greyman-�<���v�v���Œ���U���^�Z�'�}���������l���š�}���W�}�o���v���U���•�Z���Œ�u�µ�š���U�[���D�}�v�š�Œ�����o���‰�Œ�}�(���•�•�}�Œ���š���o�o�•���:���Á�]�•�Z���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�U�_��
Jerusalem Post, November 10, 2023, https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-772592. 

540 �����Œ�}�v�������v���o���Œ�U���^�����u�‰�µ�•���t���š���Z���E�}�À���u�����Œ���í�ò�U���î�ì�î�ï�U�_��Jewish Journal, November 16, 2023, 
https://jewishjournal.com/community/365167/campus-watch-november-16-2023/. 

541 �:�}�����>�}�(���Œ�}�U���^�í�����Œ�Œ���•�š�����U���ï���]�v�i�µ�Œ�������]�v���À�]�}�o���v�š�����o���•�Z���•�������š�Á�����v�����}�v���}�Œ���]�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•���}�À���Œ���/�•�Œ�����o-�,���u���•���Á���Œ�U�_��
CTV News, November 9, 2023, https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/1-arrested-3-injured-in-violent-clashes-
between-concordia-students-over-israel-hamas-war-1.6636861. 

542 �E���š�Z���v���D�X���'�Œ�����v�(�]���o���U���^�:���Á�]�•�Z���(�����µ�o�š�Ç�U���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���(���������Z�}�•�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�����v�����o�����l���}�(���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�U�_���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���t�}�Œ�o�����E���Á�•�U��
December 1, 2023, https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20231201212454204. 

543 �W�Z�]�o�������Œ�‰���v�š���Œ�U���^�Z�W���}�‰�o�������Œ�����v���Œ�À�}�µ�•�W�[�����}�v���}�Œ���]�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•���•���Ç���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���•�Z�}�µ�o�������}���u�}�Œ�����š�}���������Œ���•�•��
���v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u�U�_���'�o�}�����o���E���Á�•�U���E�}�À���u�����Œ���í�ó�U���î�ì�î�ï�U��https://globalnews.ca/news/10097186/people-are-
nervous-concordia-students-say-university-should-do-more-to-address-antisemitism/. 

544 Ibid. 
545 �K�Œ���������Œ�U���^���š�����}�v���}�Œ���]���U���/���Á���š���Z���������•�������u�]�v�]�•�š�Œ���š�}�Œ�•���•���š���������l�����v�������o�o�}�Á�������Z���š�����š�}���(���•�š���Œ�U�_��National Post, 

June 11, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/at-concordia-i-watched-as-administrators-sat-back-and-
allowed-hate-to-fester. 

546 Ibid. 
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Given these repeated events, the launch of a class-action lawsuit accusing Concordia  
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�����)�������������*�!���é���-� ���/�$�)�"�������.���!� ���.�+����� ���!�*�-�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(���*�)�������(�+�0�.���*�1� �-��
��� ������� �.�ê���2���.���-� �+�*�-�/� �������4������������� �2�.���*�)�����*�1� �(��� �-���§�­�Û���¨�¦�¨�©�Ú547 The lawsuit seeks 
C$15 million in damages for members of the proposed class, which includes Jewish 
students, faculty, and staff currently at the school or who attended or worked there 
in the previous three years. 548 The application, which was filed in the Quebec 
Superior Court, was led by two Concordia students and one professor, who all 
requested anonymity in legal proceedings fearing retaliation. 549 
 
The application mentions the altercation that occurred on November 8, in addition 
�/�*���*�/�#� �-���é� �3���(�+�'� �.���*�!���$�)���$��� �)�/�.���/�#���/���$�/���.���4�.����� �(�*�)�.�/�-���/� ��������� ������� �.-long history of 
anti -��� �(�$�/�$�����.� �)�/�$�(� �)�/���*�)�������(�+�0�.�Ú�ê550 ���#� �����+�+�'�$�����)�/�.�����'�'� �"� ���/�#���/���é�-� �+� ���/� ����
���$�.���-�$�(�$�)���/�$�*�)�ê���#���.���'� �����/�*���é�.�$�"�)�$�!�$�����)�/���+�.�4���#�*�'�*�"�$�����'���$�)�%�0�-�4�ê���/�#���/���$�)���'�0��� �.���é�!� ���-���*�!��
��� �$�)�"���*�)�����*�)���*�-���$���������(�+�0�.� �.�����)�����!� ���-���*�!���$��� �)�/�$�!�4�$�)�"���/�#� �(�.� �'�1� �.�����.����� �2�$�.�#�Ú�ê551 Law 
�!�$�-�(�����$���(�*�)�����¥�����$���(�*�)�����$�.���'� �����$�)�"���.�$�(�$�'���-���'� �"���'�������/�$�*�)�����"���$�)�.�/�����0� � �)�è�.�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�Û��
York University, Toronto Metropolitan University, and the University of British 
Columbia. 552 
 
However, these efforts have done little to improve the atmosphere on campus. On 
January 12, 2024, a Concordia student sent a letter to the university demanding that 
it take immediate steps against antisemitism and violence directed toward Jewish 
students on campus or face legal action.553 The letter claims that Concordia has 
��� ���*�(� �������+�'����� ���é�*�!���1�$�*�'� �)��� �����)�����#���/� �ê�����)�����/�#���/���)�*�/�#�$�)�"���$�.����� �$�)�"�����*�)� ���/�*���������-� �.�.���/�#� ��
fears expressed by Jewish students on campus.554 The letter describes a reality on 
campus where Jewish students are afraid to appear or identify as Jewish and cites 
threats that have been made against Jewish students, antisemitic graffiti, group 
harassment of Jewish students, teachers acting to promote hate, and a student 
union supporting anti -Jewish rhetoric. 555 
 

 

547 �����v�����]���v���W�Œ���•�•�U���^�¨�í�ñ�D���o���Á�•�µ�]�š���������µ�•���•�����}�v���}�Œ���]���U���•�š�µ�����v�š���µ�v�]�}�v���}�(���(���]�o�]�v�P���š�}���������Œ���•�•�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u���}�v��
�����u�‰�µ�•�U�_�����d�s���E���Á�•�U���E�}�À���u�����Œ���í�ó�U���î�ì�î�ï�U��https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/15m-lawsuit-accuses-concordia-
student-union-of-failing-to-address-antisemitism-on-campus-1.6649836. 
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553 �:���•�}�v���D���P�����Œ�U���^�^�š�µ�����v�š���•���v���•�������u���v�����o���š�š���Œ���š���o�o�]�v�P�����}�v���}�Œ���]�����š�}���������Œ���•�•���Z���š�������P���]�v�•�š���:���Á�•�U�_��The Gazette, 

January 19, 2024, https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/student-sends-demand-letter-telling-
concordia-to-address-hate-against-jews. 

554 Ibid. 
555 Ibid. 
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The letter calls on the university to stop funding CSU and dismantle SPHR on account 
of their open advocacy of Jew-hatred. 556 Furthermore, it specifically calls on the 
university to expel Bara Abuhamed, calling him a known agitator who threatened the 
student behind the letter and has been enrolled as a student at Concordia since 2016 
�.�*���/�#���/���#� �������)���é���*�)�/�$�)�0� ���/�*���.�+�-� �������(� �.�.���"� �.���*�!���#���/� �����)�����1�$�*�'� �)��� �ê���/�#� �-� �Ú557 In 
response to the letter, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) expressed its 
alarm at these reports, lamenting the hostile environments that have been allowed to 
manifest on campus. Calling on the university to take action, it asserted that  
 

�é�/�#� ���!�$�-�.�/���.�/� �+���/�*���-� �.�/�*�-� ���*�-��� �-�����)�����.���)�$�/�4���/�*���*�0�-�������(�+�0�.� �.���$�.���!�*�-���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�$� �.��
to address the scourge of professional activists, masquerading as students, by 
continuously re -enrolling with minimal course loads not to progress their 
intellectual developmen t but to maintain their ability to access campus 
unimpeded. These extremists contribute nothing to the university 
community and regularly are at the forefront of hateful movements and 
jeopardize student safety. We expect immediate action from universities. �ê558 

 
Sadly, the opposite has occurred at Concordia. Just a week after the release of the 
letter, on January 18, 2024, it was reported that Concordia administrators had 
notified Jewish students that they were not permitted to set up a pro -Israel table on 
campus calling for the release of Israeli hostages. 559 When challenged, the dean of 
�.�/�0��� �)�/�.�Û�����)���-� �2�����*�*�����'�'�Û�����+�+���-� �)�/�'�4���.���$�����$�/���2���.���!�*�-���/�#� ���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�è���*�2�)���é�+�-�*�/� ���/�$�*�)�ê��
�!�-�*�(���é�-�����$�����'���"�-�*�0�+�.�Ú�ê560 This trend has continued, with Jewish students on campus 
repeatedly claiming that they are being forced to fend for themselves on campus, 
while being physically threatened by anti -Israel classmates. 
 
In a report in The Algemeiner, for example, Jewish Concordia students specifically 
referenced an incident on March 12, 2024, in which Jewish students were trapped in 
�/�#� ���.���#�*�*�'�è�.���	�$�'�'� �'���*�!�!�$��� ���2�#�$�'� ���(� �(��� �-�.���*�!�������	���Û�����*�)��� ���'�$�)�"���/�#� �$�-���!����� �.���2�$�/�#��
keffiyehs and surgical masks, banged on the windows and doors and stomped on 
the floor of the room above. 561 ���/�0��� �)�/�.���-� �+�*�-�/� �����.���-� ���(�.���*�!���é���$�*�)�$�.�(���$�.���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�Û�ê��
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559 ���o���Æ���:�}�(�(���U���^�����^�l�‰�Œ�}-Hamas movement merges with anti-capitalists as protests snarl campuses, cities and 

travel. Student and faculty groups support Hamas and official investigations expand as anti-Israel 
curriculums in K-�í�î�����Œ�������Æ�‰�}�•�����U�_���^���Z�}�o���Œ�•���(�}�Œ���W����������in the Middle East, February 2, 2024, 
https://spme.org/boycotts-divestments-sanctions-bds/bds-pro-hamas-movement-merges-with-anti-
capitalists-as-protests-snarl-campuses-cities-and-travel-student-and-faculty-groups-support-hamas-and-
official-investigations-expand-as-anti-israel-curriculum/27954/ . 
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���.���2� �'�'�����.���é���$�/���#�ê�����)�����é���*�"�Û�ê���2�$�/�#���-�$�*�/� �-�.�����*�(�$�)�"���!�-�*�(�����'�'���.�$��� �.���é�/�*���#���(�(� �-���/�#� ���2���'�'�.��
�*�0�/�.�$��� ���/�#� �����'�0���Ú�ê562 Security dispersed the rioters but refused to discipline those 
�$�)�1�*�'�1� �����*�)���/�#� ���"�-�*�0�)���.���/�#���/���é��� �2�$�.�#���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���#���������*�)�/�-�$���0�/� �����/�*���$�)�.�/�$�"���/�$�)�"���/�#� ��
�$�)���$��� �)�/�Ú�ê�����#�$�.���-� �!� �-�-� �����/�*���/�#� ���!�����/���/�#���/�������	�����(� �(��� �-�.���#�������/�*�'�����*�!�!�$��� �-�.���/�#���/����� �2�$�.�#��
students were filming them .563 
 
Ultimately, SPHR Concordia received a letter  from the dean of students in June 
2024, ordering the removal of certain material from their Instagram and informing 
them that they would be ineligible to register as a student group until the posts were 
removed. 564 The letter accused SPHR Concordia of engaging in acts of harassment 
and of promoting, along with SPHR McGill, the aforementioned summer youth 
program, whose promotional image depicts keffiyeh -clad men reading while armed 
with rifles. 565 The letter also referred to a video posted by SPHR Concordia on June 3 
showing university students barricading a building, accompanied by the comment 
�é���*�)���*�-���$�������)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���#���1� ���/���&� �)���/�#� �$�-�������(�$�)�è�.�����0�$�'���$�)�"���/�*����� �(���)����
���$�1� �.�/�(� �)�/�ß�ß�ê566 
 
 

University of Toronto  
 
The University of Toronto (U  of ���ú�Û���*�)� ���*�!�������)�������è�.���+�-� �(�$� �-����������� �(�$�����$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)�.�Û��
has also distinguished itself over the past two decades as a hotbed of anti -Israel and 
antisemitic expression. Most notably, the now infamous Israeli Apartheid Week 
(IAW), the annual event promoting and disseminating vehemently anti -Israel and 
anti -Zionist material at universities across the globe, can be traced back to an event 
at U of T in 2004.567 Beyond the name itself, which mainstreams the false claim that 
�
�.�-��� �'���$�.�����)�����+���-�/�#� �$�����.�/���/� �Û���/�#� �.� ��� �1� �)�/�.���#���1� ���*�1� �-���/�#� ���4� ���-�.���$�)���'�0��� ���������'�'�.���/�*���é�&�$�'�'��
�/�#� ����� �2�.�����)�����-���+� ���/�#� �$�-���2�*�(� �)�ê�����)�����/�*����� �.�/�-�*�4���/�#� ����� �2�$�.�#���.�/���/� �Ú568 Following close 
observation of these events, the Canadian Friends of the Simon Wiesenthal Center 
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Jerusalem Center for Security and Foreign Affairs, December 24, 2008, https://jcpa.org/article/the-
university-of-toronto-the-institution-where-israel-apartheid-week-was-born/. 
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for Holocaust Studies described U of ���è�.���
���������.�������é���'���/���)�/�'�4�����)�/�$-��� �(�$�/�$����� �1� �)�/�ê���$�)������
March 2008 press release.569 
 
More recently, IAW activists have rejected the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition  of antisemitism, which has been 
accepted by 43 countries, including Canada and the United States.570 Opponents of 
the definition are against the inclusion of certain examples of antisemitism, such as 
�é��� �)�4�$�)�"���/�#� ����� �2�$�.�#���+� �*�+�'� ���/�#� �$�-���-�$�"�#�/���/�*���.� �'�!-determination; e.g. by claiming that 
�/�#� ��� �3�$�.�/� �)��� ���*�!���������/���/� ���*�!���
�.�-��� �'���$�.�������-�����$�.�/��� �)��� ���1�*�-�Û�ê�����.���/�#�$�.���������0�-��tely describes 
the hateful rhetoric of the BDS movement and its many affiliates. 571 
 
As at the other Canadian campuses discussed in this report, this attitude has gained in 
popularity over time. Following the creation and proliferation of IAW, campus 
campaigns endorsing BDS at U of T began in 2011, followed by the adoption of BDS by 
the U of T Graduate Students Association in 2012.572 In a similar vein, in July 2017, 
Toronto Students for Justice in Palestine (TSJP) posted an open letter  �/�*���/�#� ���é���$�*�)�$�.�/�.�ê��
in which they argued that Israel has no right to self -defense against Palestinians.573 
���#� ���'� �/�/� �-���,�0� �.�/�$�*�)�.���#�*�2���é�4�*�0���+�*�.�.�$���'�4�����'���$�(���/�*����� ���+�-�*�/� ���/�$�)�"���4�*�0�-�.� �'�1� �.�����"���$�)�.�/���/�#� ��
�$�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.���2�#� �)���4�*�0�����-� ���/�#� ���$�)�1����� �-�.�����*�'�*�)�$�5�$�)�"�������'���)�����$�'�'� �"���'�'�4�Û�ê�����'���$�(�$�)�"���é���	�������$�.��
�/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�ê�����)�����/�#���/���é�2� �è�-� ���/�#� ���*�)� �.���+�-�*�/� ���/�$�)�"���*�0�-�.� �'�1� �.�����"���$�)�.�/�����$�*�)�$�.�/�.�Þ�Ú�ê574 
 
Another compelling example of the increasing confidence of student organizations 
when it comes to joining anti -Israel and BDS initiatives emerged in July 2021, when 
�/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����*�-�*�)�/�*�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����)�$�*�)���ù���������ú���1�*�/� �����/�*���-� -sign an open letter  
�2�-�$�/�/� �)�����4���/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)���ù�������ú�����!�/� �-���+�-� �1�$�*�0�.�'�4���1�*�/�$�)�"���/�*���0�)-sign 
it following concerns that it was antisemitic. 575 �������è�.���'� �/�/� �-�Û��� �)�/�$�/�'� �����é���+� �)���
� �/�/� �-���/�*��
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https://fathomjournal.org/universities-in-crisis-opinion-there-is-no-academic-freedom-for-jewish-faculty-
at-the-university-of-toronto/ . 
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�/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����*�-�*�)�/�*�������(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�$�*�)���/�*�����*�)��� �(�)���/�#� �������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)����� �)�*���$��� �Û�ê��
asks the school to recognize the violence in Israel and Palestine, acknowledge its 
effects on Palestinian students, discontinue a Munk School trip to Israel, and 
improve hiring practices. It accuses Israel of the ethnic cleansing of Palestinian 
civilians, genocide, and apartheid. 576 
 
���/���������0�'�4���¨�«�Û���¨�¦�¨�§���(� � �/�$�)�"�Û�����'��������� �&� �'�Û���*�)� ���*�!�����������è�.���
�)�)�$�.�����*�'�'� �"� �����$�-� ���/�*�-�.�Û����� ���-�$� ����
the antisemitic nature of the �'� �/�/� �-�Û�����-�"�0�$�)�"���/�#���/���$�/���é� �(�+�'�*�4� �����!���'�.� ����� �!�$�)�$�/�$�*�)�.�����)����
���+�+�'�$� �����������*�0���'� ���.�/���)�����-�����/�*���
�.�-��� �'���2�$�/�#���-� �"���-���.���/�*���#�0�(���)���-�$�"�#�/�.���$�.�.�0� �.�Ú�ê577 He also 
���-�$�/�$���$�5� �����/�#� ���0�.� ���*�!���!�����/�0���'�'�4���$�)�������0�-���/� ���/� �-�(�.���.�0���#�����.���é���+���-�/�#� �$���Û�ê���é�"� �)�*���$��� �Û�ê�����)����
�é� �/�#�)�$�������'� ���)�.�$�)�"�ê���2�#� �)����� �.���-�$���$�)�"���
�.�-��� �'�Û�����'�'���*�!���2�#�$���#���"�*�����"���$�)�.�/���/�#� ���.�/���)�����-���.��
adopted in the IHRA definition of antisemitism, thus alienating Jewish and Israe li 
students at the university. 578 Despite these pleas, University College Director Muskan 
Nagra, who raised the motion to re -�.�$�"�)���/�#� ���'� �/�/� �-�����/���/�#� ���(� � �/�$�)�"�Û���.���$�����/�#���/���$�/���2���.���é���)��
important gesture for Palestinian students of U  of ���Ú�ê579 
 
The following year, on February 16, 2022, UTSU maintained its position and passed 
�����(�*�/�$�*�)���(���)�����/�$�)�"���/�#���/���$�/���2�*�0�'�������$�1� �.�/���!�-�*�(���é�!�$�-�(�.�����*�(�+�'�$���$�/���$�)���/�#� ���*�����0�+���/�$�*�)���*�!��
�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)����� �-�-�$�/�*�-�4�Ú�ê580 Despite more calls from students decrying it as antisemitic, 
the motion, which had been submitted by MSA, SPHR, the Association of 
Palestinian Students, and the Palestine Forum, successfully passed in what was 
��� � �(� ���������é�#�$�.�/�*�-�$�������������1�$���/�*�-�4�Ú�ê581 The practical implications of such resolutions 
should not be underestimated. UTSU is the second largest student union in Canada, 
and the third largest in North America, and is therefore indicative of the degree of 
penetration that groups promoting one -sided, counterfactual anti -Israel 
propaganda have achieved in the academic sphere.582 
 
The extent of anti -Israel activity at U  of T also extends beyond the student groups 
dedicated to the cause (and the organizations supporting them), finding its way into 
the classroom. In September 2022, for example, the National Post �-� �+�*�-�/� �����/�#���/���é���/��
�'� ���.�/���/�2�*�����*�0�-�.� �.��� �!�!� ���/�$�1� �'�4��� �-���.� ���/�#� �����/���/� ���*�!���
�.�-��� �'���!�-�*�(���/�#� �$�-����� �.���-�$�+�/�$�*�)�Ú�ê583 The 
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���*�)��� �+�/�.�����.���é���*�'�*�)�$���'�$�.�(�ê�����)�����é�*�����0�+���/�$�*�)�Û�ê���*�(�$�/�/�$�)�"�����)�4���(� �)�/�$�*�)���*�!���
�.�-��� �'�Ú584 The 
�.� ���*�)�������*�0�-�.� ���(� �)�/�$�*�)� �����$�)���/�#� �����-�/�$���'� �Û���é���*��� �-�)�������'� �.�/�$�)� �Û�ê���2� �)�/��� �1� �)���!�0�-�/�#� �-�Û��
�+�-� �/� �)���$�)�"���/�#���/�����������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)���.�/���/� ��� �3�$�.�/�.�Û���2�$�/�#���/�#� ���"�*���'���*�!���+�-�*�1�$���$�)�"���é���)���*�1� �-�1�$� �2���*�!��
the political struggle over Palestine between Zionist and Palestinian national 
moveme�)�/�.�Ú�ê585 
 
These trends, which have manifested and intensified at U  of T over time, were 
sufficient to lead Dr. Ayelet Kuper, a Jewish -Canadian professor, to detail her own 
encounters with antisemitism and discrimination throughout her tenure at the 
university. In a peer-reviewed study published in December 2022 by the Canadian 
Medical Education Journal, Kuper details the antisemitism she and Jewish friends 
and colleagues at the Temerty Faculty of Medicine (TFOM) experienced over time. 586 
 
Kuper, who served as Senior Advisor on Antisemitism at TFOM from June 2021 to 
June 2022, clarifies that hateful attitudes toward Jews had been on the rise well 
��� �!�*�-� ���#� �-�����+�+�*�$�)�/�(� �)�/�Ú�����#� ���.�/���/� �.���/�#���/���é�� of T as a whole has acknowledged 
contemporary concern s with issues of antisemitism on campus dating back to at 
�'� ���.�/���¨�¦�§�¬�Ú�ê587 By way of example, Kuper discusses overhearing colleagues belittling 
the Holocaust, hearing about non -Jewish students who thought a Jewish classmate 
had the power to block their residency matches, and even being personally told 
�é�/�#���/�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�������)�è�/��� �3ist because everything Jews say are lies, including any 
���'���$�(�.���/�*���#���1� ��� �3�+� �-�$� �)��� �������$�.���-�$�(�$�)���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê588 
 
���)�*�/�#� �-�����-�0���$���'�����.�+� ���/���*�!�����0�+� �-�è�.�����)���'�4�.�$�.���$�.���/�#���/�Û���$�)���������$�/�$�*�)���/�*��� �)���*�0�)�/� �-�$�)�"��
traditional antisemitic tropes, such as being told that all Jews are liars and that they 
�'�$� ���$�)���*�-��� �-���/�*���é���*�)�/�-�*�'���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�-���/�#� ���!�����0�'�/�4���*�-���/�#� ���2�*�-�'���Û�ê���.�#� �����'�.�*��
experienced a newer but increasingly common strategy of shaming Jews and 
suppressing any dialogue.589 Specifically, Kuper details how the very individuals at 
TFOM who made what she considered to be antisemitic statements would follow up 
���4���.���4�$�)�"���/�#���/���é���)�4����� �2���2�#�*�������'�'�.���/�#� �(���*�0�/���$�.���%�0�.�/���-�����$�.�/�����)�����'�4�$�)�"���$�)���*�-��� �-���/�*���*�+�+�-� �.�.��

 

584 Ibid. 
585 Ibid. 
586 ���Ç���o���š���<�µ�‰���Œ�U���^�Z���(�o�����š�]�}�v�•���}�v���������Œ���•�•�]�v�P�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u���]�v�����������v�����]���v���(�����µ�o�š�Ç���}�(���u�����]���]�v���_�U��Canadian 

Medical Education Journal, April 8, 2023, p. 160, 
https://journalhosting.ucalgary.ca/index.php/cmej/article/view/76086/56314. 

587 Ibid. 
588 ���}���Ì�������]���]�v�U���^�h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���}�(���d�}�Œ�}�v�š�}���u�����]�����o���•���Z�}�}�o�[�•�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u�����‰�]�����u�]�������Æ�‰�}�•�����U�_��Jerusalem Post, 

December 10, 2022, https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/article-724477. 
589 ���Ç���o���š���<�µ�‰���Œ�U���^�Z���(�o�����š�]�}�v�•���}�v���������Œ���•�•�]�v�P�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u���]�v�����������v�����]���v���(�����µ�o�š�Ç���}�(���u�����]���]�v���_�U��Canadian 

Medical Education Journal, April 8, 2023, p. 160, 
https://journalhosting.ucalgary.ca/index.php/cmej/article/view/76086/56314. 
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�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�.�Ú�ê590 ���*�-� �*�1� �-�Û���.�#� �����'�.�*���)�*�/� �.���/�#���/���é�/�#�$�.���.�/�-���/� �"�4���2���.���-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4��� �3�+�'�$���$�/�'�4��
taught to TFOM learners by faculty members during an off -�����(�+�0�.��� �1� �)�/�Ú�ê591 
 
Such actions have helped create an environment at U of T in which antisemitic 
attitudes are not only freely expressed but are also being framed in such a way that 
defending oneself against them is interpreted as inherently racist. In support of this 
claim,  Kuper also recounts being told by colleagues that she deserved any 
discrimination she encountered as a Jew in Canada because she refused to 
denounce Israel, her place of birth, as a Jewish state.592 Beyond that, she was told by 
���)�*�/�#� �-�������������!�����0�'�/�4���(� �(��� �-���/�#���/���é��� �2�.���(�0�.�/�)�è�/����� �����'�'�*�2� �����/�*���.�+� ���&���*�)���/�#� �$�-���*�2�)��
��� �#���'�!�������*�0�/�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�����)�����.�#�*�0�'���)�è�/��� �1� �)����� ���.�0���%� ���/���/�*���/�#� ���+�-�*�/� ���/�$�*�)���!�-�*�(��
���$�.���-�$�(�$�)���/�$�*�)�����.���*�0�/�'�$�)� �����$�)���/�#� �����)�/���-�$�*���	�0�(���)�����$�"�#�/�.�����*��� ���Þ���*�)���/�#e grounds that 
�2�#���/����� �2�.�������'�'�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(���$�.�)�è�/���-� ���'�Ú�ê593 
 
Unfortunately, this kind of rhetoric has continued unabated in the period following 
the October 7 Hamas attacks. In fact, members of the Toronto -based Doctors 
against Racism and Antisemitism (DARA) have specifically referred to TFOM 
cultivating an environment where students are in fear of professors who have 
shown little or no empathy with respect to the October 7 massa cre.594 Dr. Philip 
Berger, a teacher at TFOM and a member of DARA, bluntly asserted in response to 
�-� �+�*�-�/�.���-� ��� �$�1� �������4�������������/�#���/����� �2�$�.�#���é�(� ���$�����'���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�����-� ���/� �-�-�$�!�$� ���Ú���
�è�(���)�*�/���0�.�$�)�"��
�#�4�+� �-���*�'�$�����'���)�"�0���"� �Ú�ê595 
 
Moreover, the bodies that are supposed to address these issues, such as diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) offices, have proven to be entirely inaccessible, and 
even hostile, toward Jewish students. Addressing these inherent failures within the 
DEI structure, Dr. Lisa Salamon, a physician, lecturer at TFOM, and member of 
DARA, summarized the level of hypocrisy being experienced on campus, noting 
�#�*�2���é�2� �����-� ���/�#� ���*�)�'�4���(�$�)�*�-�$�/�4���"�-�*�0�+���/�#���/���$�.���)�*�/�����'�'�*�2� �����/�*����� �!�$�)� ���2�#���/���$�.���-�����$�.�/��
�/�*�2���-���.���0�.�Ú�ê596 
 
More broadly, like at McGill and Concordia, the rhetoric and protests at U  of T also 
saw repeated attempts by students to enshrine BDS ideology and the vilification of 
Israel into official policy. Less than two months following the Hamas attacks, on 

 

590 Ibid. 
591 Ibid. 
592 Ibid., at 164. 
593 Ibid. 
594 �E���š�Z���v���D�X���'�Œ�����v�(�]���o���U���^�:���Á�]�•�Z���(�����µ�o�š�Ç�U���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���(���������Z�}�•�š�]�o�]�š�Ç�����v�����o�����l���}�(���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�U�_���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���t�}�Œ�o�����E���Á�•�U��

December 1, 2023, https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20231201212454204. 
595 Ibid. 
596 Ibid. 
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November 29, 2023, the U of �������$�.�.�$�.�.���0�"�������/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����)�$�*�)���ù�����������ú���+���.�.� ���������(�*�/�$�*�)��
�����'�'�$�)�"���*�)���/�#� ���0�)�$�*�)���/�*���*�!�!�$���$���'�'�4�������*�+�/�������é�+�-�*-�����'� �.�/�$�)� ���.�/���)��� �ê���/�#���/�����!�!� ���/�.�����'�'�����'�0���.��
and services that the union funds. 597 In addition, the motion tasked UTMSN with 
creating comprehensive resource booklets, including contacts for legal counsel, for 
�.�/�0��� �)�/�.���.� � �&�$�)�"���é�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)���'�$��� �-���/�$�*�)�����)�����/�#� ��� �)�����*�!���/�#� ���*�����0�+���/�$�*�)���*�!�������5���Ú�ê598 
 
The U of T Mississauga campus also welcomed British political commentator Sami 
Hamdi to meet with students in February 2024, despite both Concordia and Carlton 
universities cancelling speaking engagements with him the same month. These 
cancellations occurr ed following reports of a speech given by Hamdi ten days after 
�/�#� �������/�*��� �-���­�����/�/�����&�.�Û���$�)���2�#�$���#���#� ���/�*�'�����/�#� �����0���$� �)��� ���/�*���é��� �'� ���-���/� ���/�#� ���1�$���/�*�-�4�ê���*�!��
Hamas.599 More shockingly, Hamdi also discussed positive emotional responses to 
�/�#� ���	���(���.���(���.�.�����-� �Û���-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4�����.�&�$�)�"���é�#�*�2���(���)�4���*�!���4�*�0���!� �'�/���$�/���$�)���4�*�0�-���#� ���-�/�.��
when you got the news that it happened? How many of you felt the euphoria? Allahu 
���&�����-�ß�ê600 He further claimed that the accounts of sexual assault committed by 
Hamas on October 7 were lies.601 �	���(���$�è�.���(� � �/�$�)�"���2�$�/�#���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�����/���� of T 
Mississauga and a speech he gave at Western University were both arranged by 
local MSA branches, while his multi -campus tour was sponsored by the Canadian 
Muslim Public Affairs Council. 602 
 
On April 1, 2024, a group of students identifying as U of T Occupy for Palestine (O4P) 
� �)�/� �-� �������$�(���*� ���	���'�'�����)�����"���/�#� �-� �����*�0�/�.�$��� �����-� �.�$��� �)�/����� �-�$������� �-�/�'� �-�è�.���*�!�!�$��� �Û��
declaring their intent to occupy the space. 603 Concurrently, they released a 
statement on Instagram containing three primary demands, namely that the 
university divest its endowment and pension plan from companies providing 
�é�(�$�'�$�/���-�4���"�*�*���.���*�-���.� �-�1�$��� �.�ê���/�*���/�#� ���
�.�-��� �'�$���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�Ý���+�0���'�$���'�4�����$�.���'�*�.� ���/�#� ��names 
of all companies that U  of T invests in; and terminate all partnerships with 
�$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)�.���*�+� �-���/�$�)�"���$�)���*�-���.�0�+�+�*�-�/�$�)�"���.� �/�/�'� �(� �)�/�.���*�0�/�.�$��� ���
�.�-��� �'�è�.���$�)�/� �-�)���/�$�*�)���'�'�4��
recognized border. 604 ���#� ���+�-�*�/� �.�/� �-�.�����#���)�/� �����é�)�*���$�)�1� �.�/�(� �)�/�.���*�)���.�/�*�'� �)���'���)���Ú�ê605 

 

597 �<���u�]�o�o���������l���}�•�•�Ç�v�}�À���U���^�^�š�µ�����v�š�•���‰���•�•���u�}�š�]�}�v���š�}���}�(�(�]���]���o�o�Ç���š���l�����Z�‰�Œ�}-�W���o���•�š�]�v���[���•�š���v���������š���h�d�D�^�h���î�ì�î�ï��
���'�D�U�_��The Varsity, January 8, 2024, https://thevarsity.ca/2024/01/08/students-pass-motion-to-officially-
take-pro-palestine-stance-at-utmsu-2023-agm/. 

598 Ibid. 
599 ���Œ�]�����o���(�(�U���^�����v�����]���v���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�]���•�������v�����o���•�‰�������Z���•���}�À���Œ���•�‰�����l���Œ�[�•���,���u���•�����š�Œ�}���]�š�]���•���Z�����o�����Œ���š�]�}�v�U�[�_��National 

Post, February 9, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/universities-cancel-speeches-over-hamas-
atrocities-celebration. 
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603 �:���•�•�]�����^���Z�Á���o���U���^�Z�^�]�u���}�����,���o�o�U���•�Z�µ�š���]�š�����}�Á�v�[�W�����Œ�}�µ�v�����î�ì���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���•�š���P�����}�����µ�‰���š�]�}�v�������o�o�]�v�P���(�}�Œ���h of T to 
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Campus Protests  
 
The U of ����� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/���2���.���.� �/���0�+���*�)�������4���¨�Û���¨�¦�¨�ª�Û�����4���é�� of T Occupy for 
�����'� �.�/�$�)� �Û�ê�����/���/�#� ���#� ���-�/���*�!���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.�����*�2�)�/�*�2�)�������(�+�0�.�Ú�����-�"���)�$�5� �-�.�������'�'� �����*�)��
�/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���/�*���é���0�/���$�/�.���/�$� �.���2�$�/�#���
�.�-��� �'�Û�����$�1� �.�/���!�-�*�(�����*�(�+���)�$� �.���+�-�*�!�$�/�$�)�"���!�-�*�(��
�
�.�-��� �'�è�.���*�!�!� �)�.�$�1� ���$�)�������5���Û�����)�����/� �-�(�$�)���/� ���+���-�/�)� �-�.�#�$�+�.���2�$�/�#���/�#� �����*�0�)�/�-�4�è�.����������� �(�$����
�$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)�.����� � �(� �������*�(�+�'�$���$�/���$�)���/�#� ���2���-�Ú�ê606 Like at McGill, however, the 
encampment quickly proved to be neither peaceful nor student -led. 
 
At the start of the encampment, a U of T associate professor, Kevin A. Bryan, 
entered the encampment by pretending to be a supporter and subsequently 
reported his findings to the National Post. ���$�-�.�/�'�4�Û���#� ��� �(�+�#���.�$�5� �����/�#���/���é�����.�/�-�$���/��
�(���%�*�-�$�/�4���*�!���+� �*�+�'� �ê���#� ���.�+�*�&� ���/�*���2� �-� ���)� �$�/�#� �-���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���)�*�-�����!�!�$�'�$���/� �����2�$�/�#���/�#� ��
university. 607 �
�)���������$�/�$�*�)�Û���#� ���-� �+�*�-�/� �����/�#���/�����*�/�#���é�.� ���0�-�$�/�4�ê�����)�����é�.�+�*�&� �.�+� �*�+�'� �ê���!�*�-��
the encampment explicitly told attendees that, if they did not support the 
���*�'�'� ���/�$�1� �è�.���1�$� �2�.���*�)�������'� �.�/�$�)� �Û���/�#� �4���2� �-� ���)�*�/���2� �'���*�(� �����)�����2�*�0�'������� ���-� �(�*�1� ���Ú608 To 
put this into context, Bryan claimed that, upon being discovered, he was told to 
�é�'� ���1� ���)�*�2�ê���*�-���é�$�/���2�*�0�'������� ���*�(� ���(�*�-� ���0�)���*�(�!�*�-�/�����'� �Ú�ê609 He also claimed to have 
witnessed a woman who managed to enter the encampment being surrounded by 
�-�*�0�"�#�'�4���«�¦���$�)���$�1�$���0���'�.�����#���)�/�$�)�"���é���'�'�����$�*�)�$�.�/�.�����-� ��� �1�$�'�Û�ê���2�#�$�'� ���-� �!�0�.�$�)�"���/�*��
�����&�)�*�2�'� ���"� ���/�#���/���/� �-�(�.���'�$�&� ���é�#�*�)�*�-���/�#� ���(���-�/�4�-�.�ê�����)�����é�$�)�/�$�!�������ê�����-� ���1�$�*�'� �)�/�Ú610 
 
The extent of anti -Jewish discrimination at the U  of T encampment was such that, in 
order to enter so-�����'�'� �����é�
�$�/�/�'� �������5���Û�ê���$�/���2���.���)� ��� �.�.���-�4���/�*���+���.�.���0�)�*�!�!�$���$���'�����*�-��� �-��
guards wearing keffiyehs, who asked for identification, or at the very least proof of 
rel igion, affiliation, or ideology, blocking access to Jews unless they were 
�é���+�+�-�*�1� ���Ú�ê611 These so-�����'�'� �����é�*�)���*���-���$�)�"�����*�*�/�#�.�ê�����/���/�#� ��� �)�/�-���)��� ���/�*���/�#� ��
encampment ensured that those entering agreed with Palestinian resistance and the 
right of return and were intended to root out anyone with Zionist views. 612 
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Instances of overt anti -Jewish discrimination and even physical violence were  
witnessed from the outset. For example, one video captures a Jewish university 
professor attempting to pass through the encampment and being denied entry, 
while another shows a Jewish counter-protester having an Israeli flag ripped from 
him and being physically assaulted. 613 In another case, PhD student Joshua Loewen-
Samuels, who is Christian but also a self-described Zionist, reported to the Toronto 
Sun that he and a Jewish friend were physically assaulted when they entered the 
encampment to raise awareness about the genocide in Darfur and to protest the 
oppression of Gaza by Hamas.614 
 
According to Loewen -Samuels, while inside the encampment he heard children 
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� �1�$�'�����$�*�)�$�.�/�.�ê���2�#�*���.�#�*�0�'�����é�"�*���������&���/�*�����0�-�*�+� �Ú�ê615 University administrators 
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taken by the university or law enforcement at this time. 616 
 
In a similar vein, as in the case of McGill, another compelling but overlooked aspect 
of the U of T encampment is the extent to which it was not student led, managed, or 
funded. For example, the encampment received significant support from unions 
across Ontario. In his aforementioned report on the encampment, Bryan 
specifically notes that that the protests were partly organized by the United 
Steelworkers Union (USW). 617 This fact became increasingly apparent as the 
encampment entered its first month and the pressure to dismantle it began to 
increase. In defiance, Ontario union leaders arrived at the U  of T campus, vowing to 
physically defend the protesters. 618 
 
Appearing before a rally of protestors, JP Hornick, president of the Ontario Public 
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campus?_gl=1*1q933mb*_ga*MTc2MzQ1NTg0Ny4xNzIxMjMxMDgz*_ga_RLBBDN7YJL*MTcyMTIzMTA4
Mi4xLjEuMTcyMTIzMTIxNy40OS4wLjA. 
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pledge of physical support and protection of the protesters was also made by the 
Ontario Federation of Labour (OFL) and the Canadian Union of Public Employees 
�ù���������ú�Û�������)�������è�.���'���-�"� �.�/���'�����*�-���0�)�$�*�)�Ú620 
 
For further context on the extent of discriminatory practices manifesting within these 
labor unions and the danger they pose, it should be noted that, only one month 
following the Hamas massacre, a human rights claim was filed against CUPE alleging 
systematic discrimination and the promotion of antisemitism that isolates Jewish 
members. 621 Carrie Silverberg, a CUPE member of 17 years, reported that she had 
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This was amplified following the events of October 7, when CUPE Ontario President 
Fred �	���#�)���-� �����/� �����/�*���/�#� ���	���(���.�����.�.���0�'�/���2�$�/�#��������� �'� ���-���/�*�-�4���+�*�.�/�������*�0�/���/�#� ���é�+�*�2� �-���*�!��
�-� �.�$�.�/���)��� �Ú�ê623 Responding to accusations of antisemitism, Hahn released a 
statement apologizing for his choice of words and their timing but still laid blame at 
�
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disproportionate retribution by the  �.�/���/� ���*�!���
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��� �!�'� ���/�$�)�"���*�)���/�#�$�.���-� �.�+�*�)�.� �Û�����$�'�1� �-��� �-�"����� � �(� �����$�/�������é�!���'�.� �����+�*�'�*�"�4�ê���'�����&�$�)�"�����)�4��
�.�$�)��� �-�$�/�4�Û���.���4�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�/�#�$�.���#���.�������0�.� �����/�#� �����*�(�+�'���$�)���)�/�.���/�*���!� � �'���$�.�*�'���/� ���Û��
unwelcome, scared, silenced, discriminated against, threatened and harassed. All of 
which has been e�3�+�-� �.�.� �����/�*�����-�Ú���	���#�)���)�0�(� �-�*�0�.���/�$�(� �.�Û���/�*���)�*�����1���$�'�Ú�ê625 
 
Perhaps even more troubling are reports that the campus protests and encampment 
at U of T were funded and coordinated from sources outside Canada and for 
purposes largely unrelated to the Middle East conflict. More specifically, according 
to a report  compiled by the Network Contagion Research Institute  (NCRI), an 
independent body that identifies cyber threats to civil society, a number of left -wing 
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fact linked to China through Chinese Communist Party (CCP) associates Neville Roy 
Singham and his wife Jodie Evans.626 
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� �)�"���"� �����$�)�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.���$�)�$�(�$�����'���/�*���������û�$�)�/� �-� �.�/�.�ü�Ú�ê627 An August 2024 New York Times 
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the funneling of hundreds of millions of dollars to Singham -linked groups engaging 
in pro -China advocacy.628 He has been seen at CCP workshops and has been 
investigated by the United States, Canada, and India for his work on CCP 
operations. 629 Evans is the co-founder of CODEPINK, which is an official endorser of 
SID4P, and has been a prominent voice at protests following the October 7 attacks.630 
Evans also co-wrote a book entitled China Is Not Our Enemy, which NCRI revealed 
was co-authored with a researcher from CCP-linked foundations Dongsheng News 
and Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research. 631 
 
According to the NCRI report, the seven organizations operating within SID4P, 
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program, which is considered to be a conduit for CCP geopolitical influence. 632 A 
number of them were also signatories of a statement released on October 8, 2023, 
�*�)� �������4�����!�/� �-���/�#� ���	���(���.�����/�/�����&�.�Û���$�)���2�#�$���#���/�#� �4��� �3�+�'���$�)� �����/�#���/���/�#� �4���2� �-� ���é�(�*���$�'�$�5�$�)�"��
in the belly of the beast because we understand we have a unique role to play in 
combati ng material support for Zionism and weakening the handmaiden of US 
�"�'�*�����'���$�(�+� �-�$���'�$�.�(�Ú�ê633 
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�����u�‰�µ�•���•�������Œ�}�•�•���š�Z�����h�v�]�š�������^�š���š���•�U�_���E���š�Á�}�Œ�l�����}�v�š���P�]�}�v���Z���•�����Œ���Z���/�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š���U���D���Ç���í�ï�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://networkcontagion.us/reports/ccp-influence-and-radical-ideologies/. 

628 �D���Œ�����,�À�]�•�š���v�����Z�o�����š�����o�X�U���^�����'�o�}�����o���t�������}�(�����Z�]�v���•�����W�Œ�}�‰���P���v�������>�������•���š�}�������h�X�^�X���d�����Z���D�}�P�µ�o�U�_��New York 
Times, August 10, 2023, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/08/05/world/europe/neville-roy-singham-china-
propaganda.html. 

629 �D�]���Z�����o���^�š���Œ�Œ�U���^���Z�]�v��-linked network funding key anti-�/�•�Œ�����o���‰�Œ�}�š���•�š���P�Œ�}�µ�‰�•���]�v���h�^�U�_��Jerusalem Post, May 
15, 2024, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/08/05/world/europe/neville-roy-singham-china-
propaganda.html. 
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May 16, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/china-canadian-anti-israel-protests. 
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�+� �-�.�*�)�)� �'�Û�����)�����*�+� �-���/�$�*�)���'���*�1� �-�'���+�Ú�ê634 ���#� ���-� �(���$�)�$�)�"���!�*�0�-���é���*�)�1� �)�*�-�.�ê�����-� �����'�'���+�-�*-
�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�������/�$�1�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�Û���é�2�$�/�#�����/���'� ���.�/���/�2�*�Û���������������)�������'-Awda, known to 
�#���1� ���/�$� �.���/�*����������� �.�$�"�)���/� �����/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê635 The other two organizations 
are the Palestine Youth Movement (PYM) and the Palestinian American Community 
Center NJ (PACC). Critically, the NCRI researchers found that, while the increase in 
���$�-� ���/�������/�$�*�)���/���-�"� �/�$�)�"���$�)�!�-���.�/�-�0���/�0�-� �����)�����+�0���'�$�����.�+����� �.���$�.���é�)�*�(inally focused on 
Israel, the current protests can be better understood as a well -funded initiative 
driving a revolutionary, anti -government, and anti -�����+�$�/���'�$�.�/�����"� �)�����Ú�ê636 
 
While this is a disturbing allegation, the assessment that the student encampments 
were externally funded and coordinated should in itself come as little surprise. In 
fact, students interviewed by CBC at the U of T encampment acknowledged that 
�/�#� �4���2� �-� ���é���-�*�&� �ê�����)�����2� �-� ���)�*�/���/�#� ���*�)� �.���!�0�)���$�)�"���$�/�Ú637 They admitted that supplies 
were donated and tents were purchased en masse at Walmart and Costco by 
�é���*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4���.�0�+�+�*�-�/� �-�.�Û�ê��� �.�.� �)�/�$���'�'�4�����*�)�!�$�-�(�$�)�"���/�#� ���*�0�/�.�$��� ���$�)�!�'�0� �)��� �����/���+�'���4�Ú638 As 
for the apparent implementors of this strategy on the ground in Canada, the NCRI 
report specifically highlights the involvement of PYM, which is listed as one of the 
�.� �1� �)�����
���ª�����é���*�)�1� �)�*�-�.�ê�����)�����#���.����� � �)���é�#�$�"�#�'�4���1�$�.�$���'� �ê�����/���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.���$�)�����*�)�/�-� ���'�����)����
Toronto, alongside Samidoun.639 
 
PYM, which has helped organize these protests since the events of October 7, 
operates with no financial transparency and is reportedly funded entirely by the 
Westchester Peace Action Committee Foundation (WESPAC), which is based in New 
York State.640 For its part, Samidoun Toronto was also active at the U of T 
encampment, where it was seen handing out booklets with Hamas logos outlining 
�/�#� ���/� �-�-�*�-���"�-�*�0�+�è�.���1� �-�.�$�*�)���*�!��� �1� �)�/�.���*�!���/�#� ���.�*-�����'�'� �����é���'-���,�.�������'�*�*�����*�+� �-���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê641 In 
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�������$�/�$�*�)���/�*�������(�$���*�0�)�è�.��� �3�/�-� �(� ���	���(���.-supporting rhetoric, its director, Charlotte 
Kates, is also listed as an official of Al-���2�����Û�����)�*�/�#� �-���é���*�)�1� �)�*�-�ê���*�!�����
���ª���Ú642 
 

Figure 22: Graphic depicting the relationship between  
the Singham Network and SID4P 643  

 
 
Considering the extent to which Canada has repeatedly acknowledged the 
significant challenges it faces in relation to foreign interference, and Chinese 
foreign interference in particular, this matter should be taken very seriously. The 
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threat in question extends well beyond the impact of the protests and 
� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/�.�Ú�����.���������
�����*�)���'�0��� ���Û���é���
���ª�����-� �+�-� �.� �)�/�.�������.�$�"�)�$�!�$�����)�/��� �1�*�'�0�/�$�*�)���$�)��
networked influence and coordinated direct action aimed at disrupting critical 
infrastructure and inflaming p �-�*�/� �.�/�.�������-�*�.�.���/�#� �����������)�������-�*�0�)�����/�#� ���"�'�*��� �Ú�ê644 
 
By the end of May 2024, U of T administrators turned to the courts for relief after 
protesters repeatedly ignored trespass notices and deadlines to clear the 
encampment. The main objection raised by the university was that the encampment 
was violent, that it was associated with antisemitic language, and that it had taken 
over school property. 645 Ultimately, the university asked for an order authorizing 
�+�*�'�$��� ���/�*���é���-�-� �.�/�����)�����-� �(�*�1� ���+� �-�.�*�)�.�Û���*���%� ���/�.�����)�����.�/�-�0���/�0�-� �.�ê���/�#���/���1�$�*�'���/� �����/�#� ���/� �-�(�.��
of a court order and sought to prevent protesters from blocking access to university 
property. 646 
 
���#� �����)�/���-�$�*�����0�+� �-�$�*�-�����*�0�-�/���*�!�����0�.�/�$��� ���-�0�'� �����$�)���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.���!���1�*�-�Û�����-�"�0�$�)�"���/�#���/��
�é�����.� ���'���2���$�.�����'� ���-���/�#���/��� �3� �-���$�.�$�)�"���!�-� � ���*�(���*�!��� �3�+�-� �.�.�$�*�)���$�.���)�*�/��������� �!� �)��� ���/�*���/�-� �.�+���.�.�ê��
���)�����/�#���/���é�/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���#���.���.�0�!�!� �-� �����$�-�-� �+���-�����'� ���#���-�(����� �����0�.� ���*�!���/�#� ���+�-�*�/� �.�/� �-�.�è��
continued appropriation of front campus and the exclusion of others from front 
�����(�+�0�.�Ú�ê647 ���#� ���*�-��� �-�����$�����)�*�/���/���&� �����2���4���/�#� ���+�-�*�/� �.�/� �-�.�è���-�$�"�#�/���/�*����� �(�*�)�.�/�-���/� �����0�/��
prevented them from camping, erecting structures, blocking access, or protesting 
between 11 PM and 7 AM.648 
 
In response, on June 11, 2024, the Legal Center for Palestine (LCP) submitted its 
factum of the intervener  to the Ontario Superior Court. LCP justified its intervention 
in the case, arguing that the defense of Palestinian human rights was a form of 
legitimate expression that required robust protection and that Palestinian human 
rights defenders faced dispropor tionate burdens as a result of anti -Palestinian bias, 
which had only increased since October 7.649 In utter disregard for the facts on the 
ground, LCP lamented that, since the events of October 7, defenders of Palestinian 
�#�0�(���)���-�$�"�#�/�.���#�������.� � �)���/�#� �$�-���é�(�*�.�/�������.�$�����-�$�"�#�/�.���ò to hold a demonstration, to sing 
songs and freedom chants, to express political ideas, [be] cast as illegitimate or, 
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�2�*�-�.� �Û���#���/� �!�0�'�Û���1�$�*�'� �)�/�Û���*�-�����-�$�(�$�)���'�Ú�ê650 ���4���2���4���*�!��� �3���(�+�'� �Û���
�������#�$�"�#�'�$�"�#�/� �����������$�'�'�è�.��
��� ���$�.�$�*�)���/�*���-� �1�*�&� �������	���è�.���0�.� ���*�!���$�/�.���)���(� �Ú�����.���+�-� �1�$�*�0�.�'�4���)�*�/� ���Û���#�*�2� �1� �-�Û���/�#�$�.��
decision was made in response to a specific SPHR post immediately following the 
�	���(���.�����/�-�*���$�/�$� �.���/�#���/���#� �'�����
�.�-��� �'���é�!�0�'�'�4���-� �.�+�*�)�.�$���'� �ê for the Hamas attacks and 
� �)���*�-�.� �����	���(���.�è�.�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�����.�������)� ��� �.�.���-�4���-� �����/�$�*�)���/�*���*�����0�+���/�$�*�)�Ú651 
 
Ultimately, on July 2, 2024, a court order  issued by Ontario Superior Court Justice 
Marcus Koehnen granted U of T an injunction and gave Toronto police the authority 
to arrest anyone who did not comply with the order requiring that all tents be taken 
down by the following day. 652 The university gave protesters amnesty as part of an 
agreement that they abide by the court order and clear the encampment. 653 While 
the practical implications of this decision are undoubtedly positive, Justice 
���*� �#�)� �)�è�.���%�0���"�(� �)�/���0�)�!�*�-�/�0�)���/� �'�4���+�*�$�)�/�.���/�*��������� � �+� �-���$�.�.�0� ���/�#���/���$�.���.�/�$�'�'�����/���+�'���4�Ú 
 
Affidavits from the U  of T lawsuit allege that within and near the encampment, 
�+�#�-���.� �.���.�0���#�����.���é���0�-�)����� �'�����1�$�1�����*�2�)�ê�����)�����é��� �2�.����� �'�*�)�"���$�)���/�#� ���.� ���Û�������'� �.�/�$�)� ���2�$�'�'����� ��
�!�-� � �ê���2� �-� ���*���.� �-�1� ���Ú654 Beyond slogans, these affidavits also allege that acts of pro-
Palestinian vandalism (such as the spray painting of red triangles symbolic of 
�	���(���.�è�.���(�$�'�$�/���-�4���2�$�)�"�ú�Û���#���-���.�.�(� �)�/�Û�����)�����+�#�4�.�$�����'���1�$�*�'� �)��� ���2� �-� �����*�(�(�*�)��
occurrences.655 For example, one of the affidavits, filed by campus security assistant 
director Ryan Dow, alleges that a woman was violently assaulted outside the 
encampment while putting up a poster about the Gaza hostages on the encampment 
fence.656 Dow also claims that a group of pro-Israel individuals were attacked by 
�+�-�*�/� �.�/� �-�.���2�#�*���4� �'�'� �������)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�����.�'�0�-�.���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���é�&�$�&� �Û�ê���é�������4���&�$�'�'� �-�Û�ê�����)�����é�2�#�$�/� ��
�.�0�+�-� �(�����$�.�/�Ú�ê657 
 

 

650 Ibid. 
651 �^�š�µ���Œ�š���t�]�v���Œ�U���^�W�Œ�}-Palestinian mob blocks access to Montreal Holocaust Museum over pro-�/�•�Œ�����o�����À���v�š�U�_��

Times of Israel, March 6, 2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/pro-palestinian-mob-blocks-access-to-
montreal-holocaust-museum-over-pro-israel-event/. 

652 �^���}�µ�Œ�š���P�Œ���v�š�•���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���}�(���d�}�Œ�}�v�š�}���‰���Œ�u�]�•�•�]�}�v���š�}�����o�����Œ���'���Ì�����•�}�o�]�����Œ�]�š�Ç�����v�����u�‰�u���v�š�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š�����Ç���U��
July 3, 2024, https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/court-grants-university-toronto-canada-permission-
to-clear-gaza-solidarity-encampments. 

653 ���Œ�Ç���v�v�����P�µ�]�o���Œ�U���^�h�}�(�d���P���À�������u�v���•�š�Ç���š�}���‰�Œ�}-�W���o���•�š�]�v�]���v���‰�Œ�}�š���•�š���Œ�•�������(�}�Œ�������v�����u�‰�u���v�š���Á���•�����o�����Œ�����U�_�����d�s��
News, July 10, 2024, https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/article/uoft-gave-amnesty-to-pro-palestinian-
protesters-before-encampment-was-cleared/. 

654 Elie Cantin-�E���v�š���o�U���^�t�������•�l�����������v�������[�•���o���Œ�P���•�š���µ�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�]���•���Z�}�Á���š�Z���Ç���‰�o���v���š�}���������o���Á�]�š�Z�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u���š�Z�]�•��
�•���Z�}�}�o���Ç�����Œ�U�_���d�Z�����,�µ���U���^���‰�š���u�����Œ���ñ�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��https://thehub.ca/2024/09/05/we-asked-canadas-largest-
universities-how-they-plan-to-deal-with-antisemitism-this-school-year/. 

655 Elie Cantin-�E���v�š���o�U���^���(�(�]�����À�]�š�•�����o�o���P�����Œ���u�‰���v�š�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�����Z���š���U���À�]�}�o���v���������š���h of �d�����v�����u�‰�u���v�š�U�_���d�Œ�µ����
North, June 13, 2024, https://tnc.news/2024/06/13/affidavits-allege-rampant-antisemitic-u-of-t-
encampment/. 

656 Ibid. 
657 Ibid. 
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�)���#�$�.���%�0���"�(� �)�/�Û�����0�.�/�$��� �����*� �#�)� �)�������&�)�*�2�'� ���"� �.���/�#���/���é�/�#� �-� �������)����� ���)�*�����*�0���/���/�#���/��
some of the speech on the exterior of the encampment rises to the level of hate 
�.�+� � ���#�Ú�ê658 He cites more examples of comments coming from the encampment, 
�.�0���#�����.���é�2� ���)� � �������)�*�/�#� �-���#�*�'�*���*�.�/���ù�.�$���ú�Û�ê���é��� ���/�#���/�*���/�#� ����� �2�.�Û���	���(���.���!�*�-�����-�$�(� ��
���$�)�$�.�/� �-�Û�ê�����)�����é�4�*�0�����$�-�/�4���!�0�ó�$�)�"����� �2�Ú�����*���������&���/�*�����0�-�*�+� �Ú�ê659 Notwithstanding this 
overt and targeted hate speech, Justice Koehnen still determined that the 
�é���0�/�*�(���/�$�������*�)���'�0�.�$�*�)���/�#���/���/�#�*�.� ���+�#�-���.� �.�����-� �����)�/�$-��� �(�$�/�$�����$�.���)�*�/���%�0�.�/�$�!�$� ���Û�ê����� �.�+�$�/� ��
these, and many other, examples.660 
 
 

York University  
 
York University in Toronto has also distinguished itself among Canadian 
universities over the past two decades as a center of increasing anti-Israel and 
antisemitic hostility. As in the case of U  of T, much of the hateful rhetoric on 
campus has seen a marked increase since the launch of the annual Israeli Apartheid 
Week (IAW) in 2005. Recognizing these trends, the Canadian Parliamentary 
Coalition to Combat Antisemitism (CPCCA) was formed in 2009, with the goal of 
identifying the nature of antisemitism in Ca nada at the time.661 The Coalition 
examined the extent of the problem by collecting and analyzing evidence, making 
practical recommendations as to how the issue could best be addressed. Among the 
findings reported were multiple instances of antisemitic discrimination and 
inti midation at York University. 662 
 
The CPCCA report notes that, beginning in March 2003, SPHR had a display table at 
York that included a yellow Star of David, reminiscent of the badge that Jews were 
forced to wear during the Holocaust, inscribed with slogans referring to ethnic 
cleansing.663 Furthermore, the report discusses how, in March 2008 immediately 
following a terror attack on an Israeli yeshiva �ù�-� �'�$�"�$�*�0�.���.� �(�$�)���-�4�ú�Û�����*�-�&�è�.��Excalibur 
�)� �2�.�+���+� �-���+�0���'�$�.�#� �������)�����-�/�$���'� ���.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�$�/�è�.���)�*���2�*�)��� �-���2�#�4����� �.�#�$�1���/����� �-�&���5��
�	���-���1���.���#�*�*�'���2���.�����/�/�����&� ���Ú�ê664 It further justified the attack based on the fact that 
�/�#� ���.���#�*�*�'�è�.�����0�-�-�$���0�'�0�(�����*�(���$�)� ���������'�(�0���$�����.�/�0���$� �.���2�$�/�#���(�$�'�$�/���-�4���.� �-�1�$��� �Û�����)����

 

658 ���À�]�������v�o�}�o�}�����v�����:���Œ�Œ�Ç���'�Œ���(�•�š���]�v�U���^���}�µ�Œ�š�[�•�����]�•�u�]�•�•���o���}�(�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u�����š���h of T encampment a slap in the 
�(�������U�_��National Post, July 5, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/courts-dismissal-of-antisemitic-
rhetoric-at-u-of-t-encampment-a-slap-in-the-face. 

659 Ibid. 
660 Ibid. 
661 �^�Z���‰�}�Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�����/�v�‹�µ�]�Œ�Ç���W���v���o�U�_�������v�����]���v���W���Œ�o�]���u���v�š���Œ�Ç�����}���o�]�š�]�}�v���š�}�����}�u�����š�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u�U���:�µ�o�Ç���ó�U���î�ì�í�í�U��

http://www.cp-cca.ca/pdf/Report%20of%20The%20Inquiry%20Panel-CPCCA.pdf. 
662 Ibid. 
663 Ibid., at 50. 
664 Ibid., at 49. 
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subsequently refused to apologize or retract the article. 665 Only a month later, in 
April 2008, Russian refusenik and civil rights activist Natan Sharansky, who later 
served as an Israeli cabinet minister and as the head of the Jewish Agency, was 
continuously shouted down and prevented from speaking while addressin g students 
at York.666 
 
Perhaps one of the more disturbing incidents of blatant antisemitic activity at York 
occurred in February 2009, when Jewish students at the university were forced to 
seek refuge at the campus Hillel office after being chased by a mob of anti -Israel 
protesters. The mob was largely comprised of Students Against Israel Apartheid 
(SAIA) members and members of the York Federation of Students (YFS).667 They 
�.�0�-�-�*�0�)��� �����.�/�0��� �)�/�.���$�)�1�*�'�1� �����$�)���/�#� ���é���-�*�+���������ê�������(�+���$�"�)�Û�������.�/�0��� �)�/-run initiative 
to impeach executive members of YFS during a strike that shut down the university 
for three months. 668 The Jewish students who had taken part in a press conference 
calling for the impeachment of the student government at York were reportedly 
singled out and pursued by more than 100 students.669 
 
���#� ���(�*�����-� �+�*�-�/� ���'�4���.�0�-�-�*�0�)��� �����/�#� ����� �2�$�.�#���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���$�)���	�$�'�'� �'�è�.���*�!�!�$��� �Û�������)�"�$�)�"���*�)��
�/�#� ���"�'���.�.�����*�*�-�.���2�#�$�'� �����#���)�/�$�)�"���é���$� �Û�����$�/���#�Û���"�*���������&���/�*���
�.�-��� �'�ê�����)�����é���$� �Û����� �2�Û���"� �/���/�#� ��
�#� �'�'���*�!�!�������(�+�0�.�Ú�ê670 �������*�-���$�)�"���/�*���/�#� ����� �2�$�.�#���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�Û���/�#� �4���2� �-� ���é�#� �'�����#�*�.�/���"� �ê���$�)��
the Hillel office until campus security and the police were called to escort them to 
safety.671 They subsequently complained that the university had not been 
�.�0�!�!�$���$� �)�/�'�4���-� �.�+�*�)�.�$�1� ���/�*���/�#� ���$�)���$��� �)�/�����)�����/�#���/���/�#�$�.����� �(�*�)�.�/�-���/� �����/�#���/�����*�-�&���é�2���.���)�*��
�'�*�)�"� �-�������.���!� ���+�'����� ���!�*�-����� �2�.�Ú�ê672 
 
Only a few months later, in June 2009, an anti-Israel conference featuring speakers 
���*�)�)� ���/� �����/�*���/�#� �����������)� �/�2�*�-�&�����)�����
������� �1� �)�/�.���/�#���/���é��� �(�*�)�$�5� �����
�.�-��� �'�ê���/�*�*�&���+�'����� �����/��
York. 673 ���#� ���.�+� ���&� �-�.�����/���/�#� �����*�)�!� �-� �)��� �Û��� �)�/�$�/�'� �����ç�
�.�-��� �'�
�����'� �.�/�$�)� �Ü�������+�+�$�)�"�����*��� �'�.��
�*�!�����/���/� �#�*�*�������)���������/�#�.���/�*����� ����� �è�Û���-� �+�-� �.� �)�/� �����#�$�"�#�'�4���+�*�'�$�/�$���$�5� �����������.���/�#���/���.�0�+�+�*�-�/������

 

665 Ibid. 
666 Ibid., at 48. 
667 �^�Z���Œ�]���^�Z���(���U���^�:���Á�]�•�Z���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���µ�v�����Œ���Z�•�]���P���[�����š���z�}�Œ�l���h�U�_��Canadian Jewish News, February 19, 2009, available 

at: http://web.archive.org/web/20220824200222/https://thecjn.ca/perspectives/opinions/jewish-
students-siege-york-u/. 

668 Ibid. 
669 �d�}�Œ�]�����Z���]�(���š�Ì�U���^�:���Á�]�•�Z���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���Z�Z���o�����Z�}�•�š���P���[���]�v���d�}�Œ�}�v�š�}���,�]�o�o���o�U�_��Jerusalem Post, February 15, 2009, 

https://www.jpost.com/jewish-world/jewish-news/jewish-students-held-hostage-in-toronto-hillel. 
670 Ibid. 
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http://www.yorku.ca/acreview/iacobucci_report.pdf. 
672 Ibid. 
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presenting a different view were subject to abuse and �-�$���$���0�'� �Ú�ê675 
 
The president of York University, Prof. Mahmoud Shoukri, attempted to defend the 
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attack on academic freedom. 676 He made these claims despite being warned that the 
���*�)�!� �-� �)��� ���é���$�(�.���/�*��� �3�+�'�*�-� �������*�)� -state, bi-national solution to the conflict between 
Israelis and Palestinians, the imposition of which would spell the end of Israel as a 
��� �2�$�.�#���.�/���/� �Ú�ê677 
 
A month later, responding to the controversy surrounding the conference, 
President Shoukri reached out to Frank Iacobucci, a former Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Canada and a York alum, to review the incident. Among the observations 
made in his review, I �����*���0�����$���.�+�*�&� ���*�!���/�#� ���é�.�/�-�*�)�"���+�*�'�$�/�$�����'�����$���.�ê���-� �+�*�-�/� �������4�����*�/�#��
presenters and attendees from whom he received submissions. 678 He noted that 
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promote the idea of a unitary state of Palestine, to the exclusion of Is �-��� �'�Ú�ê679 
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commonplace and also mentioned specific comments, including an alleged 
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which the speaker allegedly stated that he was inclined to wish that a catastrophe 
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Recognizing these increasingly worrying trends, the Ontario Legislative Assembly  
unanimously adopted a resolution on February 25, 2010, that stated: 
 

�é�
�)���/�#� ���*�+�$�)�$�*�)���*�!���/�#�$�.���	�*�0�.� �Û���/�#� ���/� �-�(��Israeli Apartheid Week is condemned 
as it serves to incite hatred against Israel, a democratic state that respects the 
rule of law and human rights, and the use of the word apartheid in this 
context diminishes the suffering of those who were victims of a true 
���+���-�/�#� �$�����-� �"�$�(� ���$�)�����*�0�/�#�����!�-�$�����Ú�ê682 

 
Echoing these sentiments, then-leader of the Liberal Party Michael Ignatieff issued 
�����.�/���/� �(� �)�/���)�*�/�$�)�"���/�#���/���
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���'�2���4�.���+�-�*�(�*�/� ���Ú�ê683 He further repudiated the central anti -Zionist tenet, arguing 
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legitimacy of the Jewish state itself. Criticism of Israel is legitimate. Attempting to 
describe its very � �3�$�.�/� �)��� �����.���������-�$�(� �����"���$�)�.�/���#�0�(���)�$�/�4���$�.���)�*�/�Ú�ê684 
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situation only continued to deteriorate as time passed. In November 2012, York 
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movement in what it  �����'�'� ���������é�(�*�(� �)�/�*�0�.���1�*�/� �Ú�ê685 The following year, in March 
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in which it decided to join the BDS movement. 686 In 2016, a York student, Shelley 
Yacheav, described the evolution of anti -Israel propaganda during her time at the 
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Emphasizing her point in a conversation with the Toronto Sun, Yacheav described 
facing anti -Israel bias among her own professors who endorsed the BDS movement, 
�)�*�/�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�ç� �1� �-�4���'�$�/�/�'� ���+���-�/�è���*�!��the university has been infiltrated with 
���)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�Ú�ê688 This trend intensified when, in October 2015, YFS formed an official 
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These sentiments were reflected again the following year, following reports of York 
firing a faculty member over antisemitic and anti -Zionist posts on social media in 
September 2016. Following multiple student complaints, an internal investigation 
���4�����è�)���$ Brith Canada into Nikolaos Balaskas, a lab technologist in the Department 
of Physics and Astronomy, found multiple posts that expressed hateful conspiracies 
and accusations against Jews and Zionism.690 Among the claims Balaskas made was 
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June 2015 post.692 In another post that students felt constituted incitement to violence, 
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termination by the university, based on his posts targeting specific, identifiable 
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laudable example of York University taking appropriate action against the promotion 
of dangerous antisemitic rhetoric and conspiracy theories, such occasions are rare on 
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Another particular point of contention at York involved a mural  �����'�'� �����ç�����'� �.�/�$�)�$���)��
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well -muscled man, wearing a keffiyeh decorated with the Palestinian flag and a 
map of Israel with no borders distinguishing between Israeli land and Palestinian 
territories, holding two stones behind his back while gazing at an Israeli settlement 
under construction. 697 The mural was created by York student Ahmad Al Abid in 
�¨�¦�§�©�Û���2�#�*���.�/���/� �����/�#���/���é�(�4���$�)�.�+�$�-���/�$�*�)���!�*�-���/�#�$�.���+�$� ��� ���$�.���/�#� ���*�)�"�*�$�)�"���$�.�.�0� ���$�)�������'� �.�/�$�)� ��
�2�#� �-� ���$�'�'� �"���'���.� �/�/�'� �(� �)�/��� �3�+���)�.�$�*�)�.���#���1� ����� ���*�(� �����*�(�(�*�)�Ú�ê698 
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Bronfman withdrew thousands of dollars of film equipment that he provides to York 
film students in response to the refusal of President Shoukri and the university 
administration to take it down. 700 Following up on his decision, Bronfman argued 
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ashamed of itself that it is still hanging the �-� �Ú�ê701 Award-winning producer Robert 
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Lantos also sent an open letter reprimanding Shoukri, stating that York has been 
�/�-���)�.�!�*�-�(� �����$�)�/�*���é���)���$�)���0�����/�*�-���*�!���#���/� �����)�����1�$�*�'� �)��� �ê�����"���$�)�.�/����� �2�.�Ú702 
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violent anti -Israel protest organized by SAIA, in which its members attempted to 
shut down a Herut Canada event that included a presentation by Israeli NGO 
Reservists on Duty.703 Jewish and pro-Israel students were apparently met by calls of 
�é�
�)�/�$�!�������Û���
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���)�������$�.�-�0�+�/���/�#� ��� �1� �)�/����� �$�)�"���#� �'�����*�)�������(�+�0�.�Ú�ê704 Protesters also held up posters 
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physical confrontation and violence against attendees. 705 The specter and intensity 
of the protest led Amit Deri, the founder and CEO of Reservists on Duty, to observe 
�/�#���/���$�)���/�#� ���!�$�1� ���4� ���-�.���*�!���#�$�.���������è�.���2�*�-�&�Û���é�/�#�$�.���2���.���/�#� �����$�"�"� �.�/���+�-�*�/� �.�/�.���2� �è�1� ���.� � �)���*�)��
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���)�/�$�!�������*�'�'�����*�-���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê706 Shortly after these events, YFS passed a motion to ban 
Israelis from speaking on campus. 707 
 
Given the pervasive anti-Israel and antisemitic sentiment that has been allowed to 
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7 were met with similar rhetoric and behavior. Less than a week following the 
Hamas attacks, on October 12, 2023, the York Federation of Students, joined by the 
York University Graduate Student Association and the Glendon College Student 
Union, posted a since-deleted joint statement  �*�)�����2�$�/�/� �-�
�����+�-���$�.�$�)�"���	���(���.�è�.�������/�$�*�)�.��
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In response, York University condemned the statement, acknowledging that it had 
��� � �)���é�2�$��� �'�4���$�)�/� �-�+�-� �/� �������.�������%�0�.�/�$�!�$�����/�$�*�)���!�*�-�����/�/�����&�$�)�"�����$�1�$�'�$���)�.�����)�������������'�'���/�*��
�1�$�*�'� �)��� �Ú�ê710 It demanded that the unions retract the statement, issue new 
statements acknowledging the harm their original post caused, and confirm their 
opposition to antisemitism, as well as calling for the resignation of the executive 
boards of the three student un ions.711 Upon receiving no response from the unions, 
the university subsequently announced that it had begun a process that could result 
in the decertification of the unions. 712 After an initial silence, the unions released a 
joint statement less than a day before the October 25 deadline in which they refused 
to back down from their position, instead reaffirming their initial stance and 
�-� �%� ���/�$�)�"���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.����� �(���)�����/�#���/���/�#� ��unions retract their original statement 
and the executive boards resign.713 Following these events, a York University 
spokesperson said it would formally investigate whether the unions have breached 
policy. 714 To date, it is unclear if any further action has been taken.  
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campus, personal injury law firm Diamond & Diamond launched a C$15 million 
class action lawsuit  ���"���$�)�.�/���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�����)�����������Û�����'�'� �"�$�)�"�������é�2� �'�'-documented 
history of anti -��� �(�$�/�$�����.� �)�/�$�(� �)�/�.���*�)�����*�-�&�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�������(�+�0�.� �.�Ú�ê715 It calls for an 
�*�-��� �-���(���)�����/�$�)�"�����*�-�&���/�*���������-� �.�.���é���)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$������� �#���1�$�*�0�-���*�)�������(�+�0�.�Û�ê���$�)���������$�/�$�*�)���/�*��
providing a clear and easily accessible grievance mechanism for Jewish students.716 
As previously noted, this action was launched in conjunction with lawsuits against 
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University, McMaster University, the University of British Columbia and Concordia 
Univer sity.717 
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The lawsuit was brought in collaboration with the Lawfare Project, whose executive  
director Brooke Goldstein released a joint statement with Diamond & Diamond 
�(���)���"�$�)�"���+���-�/�)� �-�������)���-�������$�.���&�$�)�����-� �!� �-�-�$�)�"���/�*���/�#� ���.�$�/�0���/�$�*�)���*�)�����*�-�&�è�.�������(�+�0�.���$�)��
January 2024. Regarding the allegations that the university allowed teaching 
assistants to incorporate antisemitic agendas into their lesson plans, the statement 
notes: 
 

�é��� ��� �)�/���-� �1� �'���/�$�*�)�.���#���1� ���.�#�*�2�)���/�#���/���/� �����#�$�)�"�����.�.�$�.�/���)�/�.�����/���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4��
were instructed to divert tutorials from their intended purpose and instead 
engage in anti-Israel propaganda sessions. This blatant disregard for the 
course curriculum and the promot ion of biased views is a longstanding and 
�.� �-�$�*�0�.���1�$�*�'���/�$�*�)�.���/�#���/�����*�-�&�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�����*�)�.�$�.�/� �)�/�'�4�����'�'�*�2�.���/�*���+� �-�.�$�.�/�Ú�ê718 

 
Other examples of York faculty being implicated in overt anti -Israel bias include a 
November 2023 incident in which 11 people were charged by Toronto police for 
defacing an Indigo bookstore with red paint and accusing its Jewish founder of 
supporting genoc ide.719 Among those involved in this act of vandalism was York 
associate professor Lesley J. Wood, who was subsequently placed on leave, along 
with several other faculty members and staff who were involved in the event. 720 
���*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)�Û�����-�*�0�)�����¨�¦�¦���+�-�*-Palestinian students and faculty 
members staged a walkout in protest, calling for the reinstatement of those put on 
�2�#���/���/�#� �4����� �.���-�$��� �������.���é�+���$�����'� ���1� �Ú�ê721 During the demonstration, a statement 
�2�-�$�/�/� �)�����4�����*�*�����2���.���-� ���������'�*�0���Û���$�)���2�#�$���#���.�#� ����� �.���-�$��� �����é�#� �-���/� �-�-�*�-�����/���#���1�$�)�"����� � �)��
���-�-� �.�/� ���ê�����4�����*�-�*�)�/�*���+�*�'�$��� �����'�*�)�"���2�$�/�#���#� �-���+���-�/�)� �-�Û���2�#�*���-� ���*�-���.���.�#�*�2���2���.�����'�.�*��
involved in the vandalism. 722 
 
York faculty have also been implicated in issuing public statements or signing 
petitions excusing the October 7 attacks. For example, a November 2023 petition 
�.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/���/�#� ���	���(���.�����/�/�����&�.���)� � ��� �����/�*����� ���é���*�)�/� �3�/�0���'�$�5� ���ê���-���/�#� �-���/�#���)�����*�)��� �(�)� ���Û��
was signed by more than 700 Canadian lawyers and law students, including many 
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�h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U�_���:�E�^�U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���ï�í�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��https://www.jns.org/wire/the-lawfare-project-diamond-and-diamond-
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Globe and Mail, November 24, 2023, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-york-university-
professor-among-those-charged-with-defacing-indigo/. 
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�]�v���Á���l�����}�(�����Z���Œ�P���•���]�v���]�v���]�P�}���À���v�����o�]�•�u�U�_��Toronto Star, November 28, 2023, 
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�!�����0�'�/�4���(� �(��� �-�.���!�-�*�(�����*�-�&�è�.�����.�"�*�*��� ���	���'�'���
���2�������#�*�*�'�Ú723 The petition further states 
�/�#���/���
�.�-��� �'���$�.�������-�����$�.�/���.�/���/� �����*�(�(�$�/�/�$�)�"���"� �)�*���$��� �����)�����/�#���/�������)���������$�.���!�����$�)�"�������é�)� �2��
���������-�/�#�4�$�.�(�ê���/���-�"� �/�$�)�"�����)�4�*�)� ���2�#�*��� �.�+�*�0�.� �.���.�0���#���*�+�$�)�$�*�)�.�Ú724 
 
���(�*�)�"���/�#� ���(�*�-� ���+�-�*�(�$�)� �)�/���.�$�"�)���/�*�-�$� �.���!�-�*�(�����*�-�&�è�.���!�����0�'�/�4�����-� �����.�"�*�*��� ���	���'�'��
professors Heidi Matthews, Faisal Bhabha, and Janet Mosher. In addition to signing 
the petition, Matthews posted online, one day after the October 7 attacks, that there 
�$�.���é�����'�*�/���*�!��obfuscation going on about what the right of resistance looks like in 
���-�0�/���'�'�4�����.�4�(�(� �/�-�$�������*�)�/� �3�/�.�Ú�ê725 Bhabha, who used to be the vice-chair of the 
Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario, has made arguments equating Zionism with 
�é��� �2�$�.�#���.�0�+�-� �(�����4�ê���*�1� �-�������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�.�Û����� �!� �)���$�)�"���#�$�.���+�*�.�$�/�$�*�)�����4�����.�.� �-�/�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�
��
am equating white supremacy with Jewish supremacy. I think both are equally 
�(�*�-���'�'�4���-� �+�0�"�)���)�/�����)������� �.� �-�1� �����/�*����� �������'�'� �����*�0�/�����)�����.�+�*�&� �)�����"���$�)�.�/�Ú�ê726 Meanwhile 
Mosher, who specializes in gender-based violence, made no mention of the violence 
and rape perpetrated by Hamas on October 7.727 
 
However, one of the most disturbing examples of the institutionalized bias against 
Israel that came to light at York involves a toolkit  circulated to York University 
teaching assistants in 2024. The toolkit was prepared by the Palestine Solidarity 
Working Group and was circulated to teaching assistants by the local 3903 branch of 
the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE).728 According to reports in January 
�¨�¦�¨�ª�Û���/�#� ���/�*�*�'�&�$�/���$�)�.�/�-�0���/�.���/� �����#�$�)�"�����.�.�$�.�/���)�/�.���é�/�*����� �)�*�0�)��� ���
�.�-��� �'�����/��� �1� �-�4�����1���$�'�����'� ��
opportunity, even when it has no apparent relevance to the subject being 
�.�/�0���$� ���Ú�ê729 The document also provides them with a prepared speech explaining to 
students why their class is being cancelled in order to focus on learning about the 
liberation of Palestine. 730 ���#� �����*���0�(� �)�/���-� �!� �-�.���/�*���
�.�-��� �'�����.�������"� �)�*���$�����'���é���*�'�*�)�$���'��
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�
�.�'���)���Ú�ê731 
 
The document claims that members have a collective, moral, and professional 
�-� �.�+�*�)�.�$���$�'�$�/�4���/�*���/� �����#�������*�0�/�������'� �.�/�$�)� �Û���éin spite of the culture of fear that has 
���*�(�$�)���/� �����(�0���#���*�!����� �.�/� �-�)����������� �(�$�����$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê732 It denounces the mere 
�+�-� �.� �)��� ���*�)�������(�+�0�.���*�!����� �2�$�.�#���"�-�*�0�+�.���.�0���#�����.���	�$�'�'� �'�����.��� �1�$��� �)��� ���*�!�����*�-�&�è�.��
�é���*�(�+�'�$���$�/�4�ê���$�)���"� �)�*���$��� �����)�������.�.�0�-� �.���/� �����#�$�)�"�����.�.�$�.�/���)�/�.���/�#���/�Û���$�!���/�#� �4���!����� �����)�4��
resistance engaging in political work in support of Palestine, measures will be taken 
to protect them from potential sanctions. 733 For further context, the same CUPE 
union branch was responsible for issuing a statement only days after the events of 
October 7 that effectively blamed the massacre on Israel due to its practice of 
�é���+���-�/�#� �$���Û���"� �)�*���$��� �Û�����)�����.�/���/� -�.���)���/�$�*�)� �����1�$�*�'� �)��� �Ú�ê734 The CUPE workers union 
has a long history of promoting anti -Israel rhetoric, supporting the BDS movement, 
and accusing Israel of apartheid and murder while denying its right to exist. 735 
 

Campus Protests  
 
Like other universities across Canada, a pro-Palestinian encampment was set up on 
���*�-�&�è�.�������(�+�0�.���*�)�����0�)� ���«�Û���¨�¦�¨�ª�Ú�����/�0��� �)�/�.��� �.�/�����'�$�.�#� �����/�#� ���é���*�-�&�����*�+�0�'���-�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4��
�!�*�-�������'� �.�/�$�)� �ê���ù�������ª���ú��� �)�����(�+�(� �)�/���$�)�����)�����-� �����/�#� �4���-� �!� �-�-� �����/�*�����.���/�#� ���é��� �*�+�'� �è�.��
���*�(�(�*�)�.���!�*�-�������'� �.�/�$�)� �Ú�ê736 Interestingly, and despite the pervasive anti -Israel 
rhetoric at York, the encampment was dismantled only a day later by police under 
the Trespass to Property Act.737 Addressing the situation, the university released a 
statement�Û���.���4�$�)�"���/�#���/�������"�-�*�0�+���*�!���+� �*�+�'� ���é�0�)�&�)�*�2�)���/�*���/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�ê���#�������.� �/���0�+��
tents on the campus common despite campus security indicating that they were not 

 

731 �d�Œ�]�•�š���v���,�}�‰�‰���Œ�U���^�z�}�Œ�l���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���š�������Z�]�v�P�����•�•�]�•�š���v�š�•���š�}�o�����š�}���Z�]�i�����l���š�µ�š�}�Œ�]���o�•���]�v�š�}�����v�š�]-�/�•�Œ�����o���•���•�•�]�}�v�•�U�_��
National Post, January 29, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/opinion/york-u-faculty-told-to-hijack-tutorials-
into-anti-israel-sessions?fbclid=IwAR310EAEJHG-KCcP2DkjypEQ8RJrxl9UWLTuw18XkWroYKQEShNFR0-
2Uks. 

732 �^�����d�}�}�o�l�]�š���}�v���d�������Z�]�v�P���W���o���•�š�]�v���U�_�������µ�����š�]�}�v�����}�u�u�]�š�š�������}�(�����h�W�����ï�õ�ì�ï�–�•���W���o���•�š�]�v�]���v���^�}�o�]�����Œ�]�š�Ç���t�}�Œ�l�]�v�P��
Group, 2024, available at: https://ugc.production.linktr.ee/6a025b3a-0d72-4c4e-aaba-
2e09f4408f6a_Teaching-Palestine-Toolkit.pdf. 

733 Ibid., at 2. 
734 �^�^�š���š���u���v�š���}�(���^�}�o�]�����Œ�]�š�Ç���Á�]�š�Z���W���o���•�š�]�v�������v�����^�š�µ�����v�š�������š�]�À�]�•�š�•�U�_�������v�����]���v���h�v�]�}�v���}�(���W�µ���o�]�������u�‰�o�}�Ç�����•���~���h�W���•��

3903, October 12, 2023, https://cupe3903.org/uncategorized/statement-of-solidarity-with-palestine-and-
student-activists/. 

735 �����v�]���o���������o�•�}�v�U���^�����v�����]���v�������������u�]�����Á�}�Œ�l���Œ�•���µ�v�]�}�v�����]�u�•���š�}���À�]�o�]�(�Ç���/�•�Œ�����o���]�v�����o���•�•���•���Œ���P���Œ���o���•�•���}�(���•�µ���i�����š��
�š���µ�P�Z�š�U�_���z�v���š���E���Á�•�U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���ï�í�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��https://www.ynetnews.com/article/s1qxkiicp. 

736 �D���Œ�����]�š�Z�����}�v���U���^�W�Œ�}-�W���o���•�š�]�v�]���v�����v�����u�‰�u���v�š�����Œ�����š���������Ç���z�}�Œ�l���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���}�v�������u�‰�µ�•�U�_�����]�š�Ç���E���Á�•�U��
June 5, 2024, https://toronto.citynews.ca/2024/06/05/pro-palestinian-encampment-erected-by-york-
university-students-on-campus/. 

737 �������u�������Œ�š���Œ�U���^�W�}�o�]���������]�•�u���v�š�o�����‰�Œ�}-�W���o���•�š�]�v�]���v�����v�����u�‰�u���v�š�����š���z�}�Œ�l���h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�U�_���������U���:�µ�v�����ò�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/york-university-encampment-1.7226697. 

https://cupe3903.org/uncategorized/statement-of-solidarity-with-palestine-and-student-activists/
https://www.yorku.ca/bettertogether/2024/06/06/message-to-the-york-community-regarding-removal-of-an-encampment/
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/york-u-faculty-told-to-hijack-tutorials-into-anti-israel-sessions?fbclid=IwAR310EAEJHG-KCcP2DkjypEQ8RJrxl9UWLTuw18XkWroYKQEShNFR0-2Uks
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/york-u-faculty-told-to-hijack-tutorials-into-anti-israel-sessions?fbclid=IwAR310EAEJHG-KCcP2DkjypEQ8RJrxl9UWLTuw18XkWroYKQEShNFR0-2Uks
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/york-u-faculty-told-to-hijack-tutorials-into-anti-israel-sessions?fbclid=IwAR310EAEJHG-KCcP2DkjypEQ8RJrxl9UWLTuw18XkWroYKQEShNFR0-2Uks
https://ugc.production.linktr.ee/6a025b3a-0d72-4c4e-aaba-2e09f4408f6a_Teaching-Palestine-Toolkit.pdf
https://ugc.production.linktr.ee/6a025b3a-0d72-4c4e-aaba-2e09f4408f6a_Teaching-Palestine-Toolkit.pdf
https://cupe3903.org/uncategorized/statement-of-solidarity-with-palestine-and-student-activists/
https://cupe3903.org/uncategorized/statement-of-solidarity-with-palestine-and-student-activists/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/s1qxkiicp
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2024/06/05/pro-palestinian-encampment-erected-by-york-university-students-on-campus/
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2024/06/05/pro-palestinian-encampment-erected-by-york-university-students-on-campus/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/york-university-encampment-1.7226697
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allowed to do so.738 Police reported one arrest, further noting that approximately 40 
people at the encampment left peacefully upon receiving the trespass notice. 739 
 
This stands in sharp contrast to the U of T encampment, which remained in place 
for over a month, despite the demands on both campuses being largely the same. 
���*�-�&�è�.�����'�(�*�.�/���$�(�(� ���$���/� �������/�$�*�)���$�)���$�.�.�0�$�)�"���/�#� ���/�-� �.�+���.�.���)�*�/�$��� �Û�����.���*�+�+�*�.� �����/�*���� of T 
which waited 22 days, appears to have been a deciding factor in the outcome on its 
campus.740 An Instagram post from an account allegedly run by York faculty 
�(� �(��� �-�.�����-�$�/�$���$�5� �����/�#� ���0�)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)�����)�����/�#� ���$�)�1�*�'�1� �(� �)�/���*�!���/�#� ���+�*�'�$��� �Û��
�.�/���/�$�)�"���/�#���/���é�2� �����-� �����+�+���'�'� �������/���/�#�$�.���!�'���"�-���)�/���*�+�+�-� �.�.�$�*�)�����4�����*�-�&�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4��
�����(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê741 

  

 

738 Ibid. 
739 �����v�����}�Z���v�����v�����E���š�Z���v�������Á�����v�U���^�t�Z�Ç���Á���•���z�}�Œ�l���h�����v�����u�‰�u���v�š�����o�����Œ���������(�š���Œ�����������Ç�U�����•���h of T protesters 

�o���v�P�µ�]�•�Z���]�v�š�}�������Ç���ï�ñ�M�U�_��Toronto Star, June 7, 2024, https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/why-was-york-u-
encampment-cleared-after-a-day-as-u-of-t-protesters-languish/article_a0c531a6-240c-11ef-9b5f-
cfa6440bc5e9.html. 

740 Ibid. 
741 Ibid. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/C74C7LxugiQ/?igsh=MW1sN2hmbnNybXl1NA%3D%3D
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/why-was-york-u-encampment-cleared-after-a-day-as-u-of-t-protesters-languish/article_a0c531a6-240c-11ef-9b5f-cfa6440bc5e9.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/why-was-york-u-encampment-cleared-after-a-day-as-u-of-t-protesters-languish/article_a0c531a6-240c-11ef-9b5f-cfa6440bc5e9.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/why-was-york-u-encampment-cleared-after-a-day-as-u-of-t-protesters-languish/article_a0c531a6-240c-11ef-9b5f-cfa6440bc5e9.html


127  |  ISGAP 

 
 
 
 
Entities of Concern  
 

Organizations  
 

Fiqh Council of North America  
 
The Fiqh Council of North America (FCNA) is a Muslim Brotherhood -affiliated 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization comprised of Islamic scholars from the United 
States and Canada.742 Its stated mission is to provide guidance to North American 
���0�.�'�$�(�.���é�$�)�����'�'���(���/�/� �-�.���-� �'���/� �����/�*�����#���-�$�è���#�ê�����4�����)�.�2� �-�$�)�"���,�0� �.�/�$�*�)�.�Û���2�-�$�/�$�)�"��
research papers, and holding conferences and seminars. 743 It issues religious rulings 
(fatwas), resolves disputes, and provides advice on specific undertakings to ensure 
they comply with Sharia law. 744 In October 2011, the FCNA adopted a resolution 
asserting that secular legal systems in the West are compatible with Islamic (Sharia) 
law.745 
 
Originally called the ISNA Fiqh Committee, the organization changed its name  in 
1991 but remains subordinate to the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA). 746 It 
was the last major US Muslim Brotherhood -affiliate to be officially registered, 
following its transformation from the ISNA Fiqh Committee into FCNA in 1986, and 
according to its website traces its origins to the religious affairs committee of the 
���0�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)���ù�������ú���*�!���/�#� �����)�$�/� �������/���/� �.�����)���������)���������$�)���/�#� ���§�¯�¬�¦�.�Ú747 
���������������1�$�.� �.�����)����� ���0�����/� �.���$�/�.���(� �(��� �-�.���*�)���é�(���/�/� �-�.���-� �'���/� �����/�*���/�#� �����+�+�'�$�����/�$�*�)���*�!��

 

742 �^�&�]�‹�Z�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(���E�}�Œ�š�Z���Œ�����u���Œ�]�������~�&���E���•�U�_�����]�•���}�À���Œ���š�Z�����E���š�Á�}�Œ�l�•�U���v�X���X�U��
https://www.discoverthenetworks.org/organizations/fiqh-council-of-north-america-fcna/. 

743 �^�K�µ�Œ���D�]�•�•�]�}�v�U�_���&�]�‹�Z�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(���E�}�Œ�š�Z�����u���Œ�]�����U���v�X���X�U��https://fiqhcouncil.org. 
744 �^�&���E�����‰���u�‰�Z�o���š�U�_���&�]�‹�Z�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(���E�}�Œ�š�Z�����u���Œ�]�����U���v�X���X�U�����À���]�o�����o�������š�W��

https://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/636.pdf. 
745 �^�&�]�‹�Z�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(���E�}�Œ�š�Z�����u���Œ�]�������^���Ç�•���/�•�o���u�]�����>���Á�����}�u�‰���š�]���o�����Á�]�š�Z���h�X�^�X�����}�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v�U�_���'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u��

Brotherhood Daily Watch, October 23, 2011, https://www.globalmbwatch.com/2011/10/23/fiqh-council-
of-north-america-says-islamic-law-compatible-with-u-s-constitution/. 

746 Paul Campbell Fields v. City of Tulsa, et al.�U�������•�����E�}�X���í�í�r���À�r�í�í�ñ�r�'�<�&�r�d�>�t�U�����]�•���o�}�•�µ�Œ�����}�(�����Æ�‰���Œ�š���d���•�š�]�u�}�v�Ç���}�(��
Stephen C. Coughlin, May 31, 2012, available at: https://www.americanfreedomlawcenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/caseapps/05dd174ec76ed22dd86df8308540f8f44041e616.pdf. 

747 �^�š���À���v���D���Œ�o���Ç�U���^�d�Z�����D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}�����]�v���š�Z�����h�v�]�š�������^�š���š���•�U�_���,�µ���•�}�v���/�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š���U�����‰�Œ�]�o���î�ì�ì�õ�U���‰�X���ï�õ�U��
https://www.globalmbresearch.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/03/20090411_merley.usbrotherhood.pdf. 

https://www.discoverthenetworks.org/organizations/fiqh-council-of-north-america-fcna/
https://fiqhcouncil.org/
https://www.investigativeproject.org/documents/misc/636.pdf
https://www.globalmbwatch.com/2011/10/23/fiqh-council-of-north-america-says-islamic-law-compatible-with-u-s-constitution/
https://www.globalmbwatch.com/2011/10/23/fiqh-council-of-north-america-says-islamic-law-compatible-with-u-s-constitution/
https://www.americanfreedomlawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/caseapps/05dd174ec76ed22dd86df8308540f8f44041e616.pdf
https://www.americanfreedomlawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/caseapps/05dd174ec76ed22dd86df8308540f8f44041e616.pdf
https://www.globalmbresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/20090411_merley.usbrotherhood.pdf
https://www.globalmbresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/20090411_merley.usbrotherhood.pdf
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���#���-�$�����$�)���/�#� �$�-���$�)���$�1�$���0���'�����)�������*�'�'� ���/�$�1� ���'�$�1� �.�Ú�ê748 The Muslim Brotherhood lists 
FCNA as one of several organizations that share its goals, including the destruction 
of Western civilization and the conversion of the United States into a Muslim 
nation. 749 �
�)���¨�¦�¦�¨�Û�����������è�.���*�!�!�$��� �.���2� �-� ���.� ���-���#� �������4���!� ��� �-���'�����"� �)�/�.�����.���+���-�/���*�!��
�é���+� �-���/�$�*�)�����-� � �)�����0� �.�/�Û�ê�������/���.�&���!�*�-��� �����-� ���/� �����/�*���/�-�����&�����)�������$�.�-�0�+�/���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/-
financing networks based in the United States. 750 
 
���*�/�����'� ���(� �(��� �-�.���*�!�����������è�.��� �3� ���0�/�$�1� �����*�(�(�$�/�/� � ���$�)���'�0��� �������(���'�����������2�$�Û���2�#�*���2���.��
previously listed by US federal prosecutors as an unindicted co -conspirator in the 
Holy Land Foundation terrorist financing case. 751 It was also reported in March 2024 
that another FCNA council member, Jasser Auda, who is also a founder and board 
member of the Qatar and Turkey -funded International Union of Muslim Scholars 
(IUMS), published an article calling for Muslims to wage jihad i n order to aid the 
Palestinians in their war against Israel. 752 ���#� �����-�/�$���'� �Û��� �)�/�$�/�'� �����é���#� �����4�&� �.-Picot 
���*�-��� �-�.���	���1� �����*���
� �"���'�����/���/�0�.���$�)����� �'�$�"�$�*�0�.���
���2�.���*�!�����$�#�����Û�ê���!�0�-�/�#� �-���.�/�-� �.�.� �.���/�#���/�Û��
given the current situation in Gaza and the ongoing war between Israel and Hamas, 
the Muslim nation is not fulfilling its duty of jihad  in Palestine, meaning that all 
Muslims must take part and that, if they do not, they are all sinners. 753 
 
�����)�4���*�!�����������è�.���.� �)�$�*�-���!�$�"�0�-� �.�����-� �����'�.�*�����'�*�.� ���!�*�'�'�*�2� �-�.���*�-���!�*�-�(� �-���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���*�!��
notorious Muslim Brotherhood spiritual leader Yusuf al -Qaradawi, and his 
�/� �����#�$�)�"�.���!� ���/�0�-� ���+�-�*�(�$�)� �)�/�'�4���$�)���/�#� �����*�0�)���$�'�è�.����� �'�$��� �-���/�$�*�)�.�Ú754 In August 2023, 
FCNA announced Dr. Yasir Qadhi as its new chairman.755 In 2001, Qadhi was 
embroiled in controversy following remarks he made denying the Holocaust. 756 
�������*�-���$�)�"���/�*���/�#� �����)�$�/� �������$�)�"���*�(�è�.��Sunday Telegraph, Qadhi described the 

 

748 Ibid. 
749 �����v�]�•���D�������}�]�v�U���^�^�Z���Œ�]�[�����>���Á���D�����š�•���š�Z�����/�v�š���Œ�v���š�U�_���'���š���•�š�}�v�����/�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š���U�����������u�����Œ���ô�U���î�ì�í�ò�U��

https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/9433/sharia-law-internet. 
750 �^�&�]�‹�Z�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(���E�}�Œ�š�Z���Œ�����u���Œ�]�������~�&���E���•�U�_�����]�•���}�À���Œ���š�Z�����E���š�Á�}�Œ�l�•�U���v�X���X�U��

https://www.discoverthenetworks.org/organizations/fiqh-council-of-north-america-fcna/. 
751 �'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}���������]�o�Ç���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�U���^���}�v�š�Œ�}�À���Œ�•�Ç�����}�v�š�]�v�µ���•���}�À���Œ���'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}����

�&�µ�v���]�v�P���}�(�������v�����]���v���/�•�o���u�]�����^�š�µ���]���•�����Z���]�Œ�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U���:�µ�v�����î�U���î�ì�í�í�U��
https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/19133/controversy-continues-over-global-muslim. 
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Palestinians; Sykes-�W�]���}�š�����}�Œ�����Œ�•���,���À�����E�}���>���P���o���^�š���š�µ�•���]�v���Z���o�]�P�]�}�µ�•���>���Á�•���}�(���:�]�Z�����U�_���D���D�Z�/�U���D���Œ���Z���ð�U���î�ì�î�ð�U��
https://www.memri.org/reports/member-fiqh-councils-europe-and-north-america-islamic-nation-must-
wage-jihad-help. 

753 Ibid. 
754 �W���Á���&�}�Œ�µ�u���}�v���Z���o�]�P�]�}�v���˜���W�µ���o�]�����>�]�(���U���^�D�µ�•�o�]�u���E���š�Á�}�Œ�l�•�����v�����D�}�À���u���v�š�•���]�v���t���•�š���Œ�v�����µ�Œ�}�‰���U�_���W���Á��

Research Center, September 15, 2010, p. 59, https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/7/2010/09/Muslim-networks-full-report.pdf. 

755 �^���Œ�X���z���•�]�Œ���Y�����Z�]�����o�����š���������Z���]�Œ���}�(���&�]�‹�Z�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(���E�}�Œ�š�Z�����u���Œ�]�����U�_�����µ�P�µ�•�š���ô�U���î�ì�î�ï�U��IQRA, 
https://www.iqra.ca/2023/dr-yasir-qadhi-elected-chair-of-fiqh-council-of-north-america/. 
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https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/new-canadian-muslim-brotherhood-organization-to. 
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���)�����/�#���/���é���'�'���/�#�$�.���û�/�#� ���	�*�'�*�����0�.�/�ü���$�.���!���'�.� ���+�-�*�+���"���)�����Ú�ê757 He later claimed that he 
had been misled into making these statements. 758 
 

World Assembly of Muslim Youth  
 
The World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY) is an international Islamic 
organization headquartered in Saudi Arabia that is part of a worldwide network of 
largely Saudi-funded groups whose primary aim is to promote Islamic teachings 
and encourage Muslims to be more religiously observant. 759 Founded in 1972, it 
focuses primarily on promoting Islamic solidarity among Muslim teenagers and 
young adults.760 In 2012, WAMY (Canada) had its charitable status revoked by the 
�����)����������� �1� �)�0� �����"� �)���4���ù�������ú����� �����0�.� ���$�/���é�.�#���-� �����������*�(�(�*�)�����$�-� ���/�*�-�Û�����*�)�/�����/��
information, and a bank account with the Benevolence International Fund in 
Canada (BIF-Canada) and provided C$50,246 to BIF-���������$�)���¨�¦�¦�§�Ú�ê761 Both BIF 
branches were associated with Al-Qaeda.762 
 
In addition, the CRA found that WAMY (Saudi Arabia) has substantial control over 
WAMY (Canada) finances and that it uses the group to carry out its own objectives 
in Canada.763 This includes the dissemination of hateful ideology and the promotion 
of intolerance. Among the examples listed by the CRA is a WAMY publication 
� �)�/�$�/�'� �����é�����	���)���4�����)���4���'�*�+��� ���$�����*�!�����*�)�/� �(�+�*�-���-�4����� �'�$�"�$�*�)�.�����)������� ���/�.�Û�ê���2�#�$���#��
�.�/���/� �.���/�#���/���é�û�/�ü�#� ����� �2�.�����-� ���#�0�(���)�$�/�4�è�.��� �)� �(�$� �.�Ý���/�#� �4���!�*�(� �)�/���$�(�(�*�-���'�$�/�4���$�)���/�#�$�.��
�2�*�-�'���Ý���/�#� ����� �2�.�����-� ����� ��� �$�/�!�0�'�Û���/�#� �4���.���4���.�*�(� �/�#�$�)�"�����0�/���(� ���)���/�#� ��� �3�����/���*�+�+�*�.�$�/� �Ú�ê764 
The CRA also referred to materials obtained in a 2004 audit of WAMY (Canada) that 
�+�-�*�(�*�/� �����)���é� �3�/�-� �(�$�.�/�Û���(�$�'�$�/���)�/���$�)�/� �-�+�-� �/���/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� �����*�)��� �+�/���*�!��jihad.�ê765 The 
agency ultimately determined that WAMY (Canada) made no attempt to distinguish 

 

757 Ibid. 
758 Ibid. 
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Research Center, September 15, 2010, p. 27, https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/7/2010/09/Muslim-networks-full-report.pdf. 

760 Ibid., at 29. 
761 �^�E�}�š�]�������}�(���/�v�š���v�š�]�}�v���š�}���Z���À�}�l�����š�Z�����t�}�Œ�o�������•�•���u���o�Ç���}�(���D�µ�•�o�]�u���z�}�µ�š�Z�U�_�������v���������Z���À���v�µ�������P���v���Ç�U�����µ�P�µ�•�š��

23, 2011, p. 1, available at: 
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/uploads/World_Assembly_of_Muslim_Youth.pdf. 
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23, 2011, p. 6, available at: 
https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/uploads/World_Assembly_of_Muslim_Youth.pdf. 

764 Ibid., at 18. 
765 Ibid. 
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given the publicly available information showing that WAMY (Saudi Arabia) and its 
���!�!�$�'�$���/� �.���#���1� ����� � �)�����'�'� �"� �����/�*���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�Ú�ê766 
 

Canadian Islamic Congress  
 
���#� �������)�����$���)���
�.�'���(�$�������*�)�"�-� �.�.���ù���
���ú���-� �!� �-�-� �����/�*���$�/�.� �'�!�����.���é�����)�������è�.���'���-�"� �.�/���)���/�$�*�)���'��
non-�+�-�*�!�$�/�����)�����2�#�*�'�'�4���$�)��� �+� �)��� �)�/���
�.�'���(�$�����*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�ê�����0�/���#���.����� � �)����� �.���-�$��� �������4��
�/�#� �����(� �-�$�����)�����*�-� �$�"�)�����*�'�$���4�����*�0�)���$�'���ù���������ú�����.���-� �+�-� �.� �)�/�$�)�"���é�/�#� ���(�*�.�/���+�-�*�(�$�)� �)�/��
� �3���(�+�'� �ê���*f Canadian Islamic community organizations that have been infiltrated 
by radical extremists. 767 The AFPC also asserts that CIC has a known history of 
�é��� �(�*�)�$�5�$�)�"���
�.�-��� �'�Û���!�����-�$�����/�$�)�"���'�$� �.�������*�0�/���*�+�+�*�)� �)�/�.�Û�����)�������+�*�'�*�"�$�5�$�)�"���!�*�-���#���-���'�$�)� ��
Islamist groups, including by inciting antisemitism and justifying violence 
committed by Islamist groups against Israe �'�Ú�ê768 
 
According to an Atlantic Institute for Market Studies report , CIC was condemned by 
the federal government for its support of radicalism and antisemitism. 769 Its 
�'� ����� �-�.�#�$�+�����'�.�*����� �)�*�0�)��� �����/�#� �������)�����$���)���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)���/�*����� �.�$�"�)���/� ���	���(���.��
���)�����	� �5���*�'�'���#�����.���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���"�-�*�0�+�.�Û�������'�'�$�)�"���$�/�����)���é�0�)���*�)�.���$�*�)�����'� �������/���*�!���#�4�+�*���-�$�.�4��
���)���������(�*���&� �-�4���*�!���%�0�.�/�$��� �Ú�ê770 
 
A noteworthy example of this ideology involves former CIC president Mohamed 
Elmasry, who in 2004 stated on a talk show that all adult Israelis are legitimate 
military targets, a comment he later walked back. 771 Speaking on the Michael Coren 
show, Elmasry argued that targeting any Israeli over the age of 18 was legitimate, 
that any form of violence was justified, and that doing so did not constitute 
terrorism. 772 CIC also supported the introduction of Sharia law in Canada and 
protested the arrest of three suspects in the 2010 Ottawa Terror Plot.773 
 

 

766 Ibid., at 7. 
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https://almanac.afpc.org/uploads/documents/Canada%202017%20Update.pdf. 
768 Ibid. 
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4, https://www.aims.ca/site/media/aims/InfiltrationChallenge.pdf. 
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National Post, October 5, 2010, https://nationalpost.com/holy-post/speech-banned-by-defense-minister-
promoted-more-muslim-involvement-in-society. 
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Tarek Fatah, the founder of the Muslim Canadian Congress, has characterized CIC 
as �é���0�/�#�*�-�$�/���-�$���)�����)�������$���/���/�*�-�$���'�ê�����)�����#���.��� �3�+�-� �.�.� �������'���-�(�����*�)��� �-�)�$�)�"���$�/�.���+� �-��� �$�1� ����
control over the Ontario Human Rights Commission, which according to him acts as 
�$�!���é�/�#� ���*�)�'�4���"�*�*�������0�.�'�$�(���$�.�����)���
�.�'���(�$�.�/�����0�.�'�$�(�Ú�ê774 Fatah himself was accused of 
apostasy by CIC, which he explained was tantamount to a death sentence in a 
complaint to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).775 In practice, CIC has 
been defunct as of 2014.776 
 

Islamic Information and Dawah Centre International  
 
The Islamic Information and Dawah Centre International (II&DCI) is a Toronto -
based not-for -profit that describes itself as a charitable organization with the 
primary purpose of dawah �ù�$�)�1�$�/�$�)�"���+� �*�+�'� ���/�*���
�.�'���(�ú�����)���Û���(�*�-� ���.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4�Û���é�/�*��
deliver the message of Allah to English-speaking non-���0�.�'�$�(�.���$�)�/� �-�)���/�$�*�)���'�'�4�Ú�ê777 
 
Dr. Shabir Ally, the president of II&DCI, can be seen in a YouTube video claiming 
�/�#���/���#�*�(�*�.� �3�0���'�$�/�4���$�.���2�-�*�)�"�����)�������*�(�+���-� �.���#�*�(�*�.� �3�0���'�.���/�*���é���#�$�'�����(�*�'� �.�/� �-�.�ê��
���)�.�2� �-�$�)�"���/�#� ���é���*�)�/�$�)�0���'�������'�'���*�!���/�#� �����#���$�/���)�ê���ù��� �1�$�'�Û����� �(�*�)�Û���*�-�������/���)���$�)�����-�����$���ú�Ú778 In 
spite of this, II&DCI received federal funding from the Trudeau government in 2019 
for a summer jobs grant. 779 
 

Islamic Shia Ithna -Asheri Jamaat of Toronto (Jaffari Centre)  
 
The Islamic Shia Ithna -���.�#� �-�$�������(�����/���ù�
���
���ú�Û���/�#� �������!�!���-�$����� �)�/�-� �è�.���0�(���-� �'�'����
organization, was investigated by the York regional police in 2012 in connection 
with antisemitic teaching materials distributed at the East End Madrassah, which is 
one if its affil iates.780 According to police, this included at least 30 syllabus books 
with Iranian -�+�0���'�$�.�#� �����/� �3�/�.���-� �!� �-�-�$�)�"���/�*����� �2�.�����.���é���-���!�/�4�ê�����)�����é�/�-� �����#� �-�*�0�.�ê�����)����
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school for young Muslim children also propagated allegations that the Jews plotted 
to kill the Prophet Mohammed. 782 Despite the nature of the curriculum, no charges 
were filed in connection with the case. 783 However, the police report did note that 
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program, which encouraged the promotion of antisemitic ideologies for years 
without incident. In addition, the Centre has a proven connection to Iran. 785 Further 
investigation into the above -mentioned syllabus books uncovered that the cited 
passages were excerpts from two books published by the Al Balagh Foundation in 
Tehran, as well as by the Mostazafan Foundation of New York, which the FBI has 
identified  as a front organization controlled by the Iranian regime. 786 The Imam of 
ISIJ, Moulana Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi, also spoke at the Imam Khomeini 
Conference at Carlton University in Ottawa in 2012. 787 
 
In May 2020, it was reported that Firas Al Najim, the co-manager of Canadian 
Defenders for Human Rights (CD4HR), a pro-Palestinian Canadian registered not-
for -profit, stood outside the Jaffari Centre and, using a megaphone to recite the 
Islamic call to pra yer, also delivered a speech calling on Muslims to follow the 
religious duty of refraining from doing any business with Zionists. 788 Following 
���*�)��� �(�)���/�$�*�)���*�!�����'�������%�$�(�è�.���.�+�-� �����$�)�"���*�!���é���)�/�$-Zionist propaganda and anti -Semitic 
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Ebrahim claimed that the organization did not know Al Najim and that it did not 
request or allow the recording of the speech to occur on its premises. 789 However, 
this appeared to be untrue, as in March 2019 Al Najim published a letter he had sent 
�/�*�����-�$�(� �����$�)�$�.�/� �-�����0�.�/�$�)�����-�0��� ���0���/�#���/���'�$�.�/� �����é�
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�/�#�)��-Asheri Jamaat of 
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res�+�*�)�.� ���/�*�����'���$�(�.�����4���
���
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organization, CD4HR, posted �*�)�������/�#���/���/�#� ���(�*�.�,�0� ���*�!�!�$���$���'�.���é�#���1� ���'�$� ���ê�����)�������/�/�����#� ����
photos of Al Najim posing with officials from the Jaffari Centre. 791 
 

Al Ansar Islamic Center  
 
The Al Ansar Islamic Center is one of the oldest mosques in Toronto, established 
more than 25 years ago.792 A Globe and Mail report from 2003 notes that the Canada 
��� �1� �)�0� �����"� �)���4���ù�������ú����� �'�$� �1� �����/�#���/���/�#� ����� �)�/� �-���2���.���é���)���*�0�/�"�-�*�2�/�#���*�!���������*�-�*�)�/�*-
�����.� �������!�"�#���)���"�-�*�0�+�����'�'� �"� ���'�4���'�$�)�&� �����/�*�������(�$�'�$�/���)�/���
�.�'���(�$�����*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê793 In its 
correspondence with the Center, which was seeking to obtain federal charitable 
�.�/���/�0�.�Û���/�#� ���������è�.�����#���-�$�/�$� �.�����$�-� ���/�*�-���/� ���)�*�/� �����/�#���/���/�#� ���é�-� �.�*�0�-��� �.���*�!���/�#� ����� �)�/�-� ���#���1� ��
been used in support of purposes and activities that are political in nature and 
hen��� ���)�*�/�����#���-�$�/�����'� ���0�)��� �-�������)�����$���)���
���2�Ú�ê794 Moreover, the CRA found that 
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the Afghan Information and Rehabilitation Bureau, which had been denied 
charitable status a decade earlier.795 The Afghan Information and Rehabilitation 
Bureau is also reportedly connected to Benevolence International Foundation, a 
group directly tied to Osama bin Laden and Al -Qaeda.796 
 
The Al Ansar Islamic Center was also specifically mentioned and praised by Yusuf 
al-Qaradawi, the former spiritual leader of the Muslim Brotherhood. In a letter 
obtained by ISGAP, al-Qaradawi, writing in his capacity as chairman of the 
International Union for Muslim Scholars, praises the Center and calls on his 
followers to support it.  

 
Noor Gardens (Southdale Project)  
 
Noor Gardens, also known as the Southdale Project, is an initiative by the Muslim 
Association of Canada (MAC) that was presented as solution to the lack of prayer 
space at the London Muslim Mosque in London, Ontario, due to its growing Muslim   

 

790 Ibid. 
791 �d���Œ���l���&���š���Z�U���^�/�•�o���u�]���������o�o���š�}���W�Œ���Ç���Œ���d�µ�Œ�v�•���h�P�o�Ç�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U���D���Ç���î�ì�U���î�ì�î�ì�U��

https://www.meforum.org/islamic-call-to-prayer-turns-ugly. 
792 Al Ansar Islamic Center Toronto, Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/AlAnsarIslamicCenter. 
793 ���•�š���v�]�•�o���}���K�Ì�]���Á�]���Ì�U���^�Z���À���v�µ���������v���������(�}�]�o�•���(�µ�v���]�v�P���(�}�Œ���u�}�•�‹�µ���U�_��Globe and Mail, January 11, 2003, 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/revenue-canada-foils-funding-for-
mosque/article1009597/. 

794 Ibid. 
795 Ibid. 
796 �^�����/�Z���Á���P���•���:�]�Z���������P���]�v�•�š���š�Z�����&�]�Œ�•�š�����u���v���u���v�š���]�v���&�>���t �Á�]�š�Z���Z���o�‰���}�(���P�}�À���Œ�v�}�Œ�����v�����o�}�����o���‰�}�o�]�š�]���]���v�•�U�_��

Militant Islam Monitor, November 10, 2006, https://www.militantislammonitor.org/article/id/2533. 

https://x.com/cd4_hr/status/1262987967234179072
https://www.meforum.org/islamic-call-to-prayer-turns-ugly
https://www.facebook.com/AlAnsarIslamicCenter
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/revenue-canada-foils-funding-for-mosque/article1009597/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/revenue-canada-foils-funding-for-mosque/article1009597/
https://www.militantislammonitor.org/article/id/2533


We Stand on Guard for Thee?  |  134 

Figure 24: Letter written by Yusuf al -Qaradawi  
in support of the Al Ansar Islamic Center 797 

 
 
population. 798 At a June 2017 fundraiser, the Southdale Project announced that it 
expected to break ground the following spring for a new community center in the 
south end of the city. 799 A Ramadan fundraising dinner, hosted by MAC, raised over 
C$700,000 for the project, on top of the approximately C$3 million already raised, 
and was attended by members of the Muslim community as well as by federal, 

 

797 Letter written by Yusuf al-Qaradawi in support of the Al Ansar Islamic Center, n.d., obtained and 
translated by ISGAP, available at: https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Qar_Letter.png. 
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International Union for Muslim Scholars 
 

Recommendation 
 
Praise be to God alone, and prayers and peace be upon the 
one after whom there is no prophet.  
 
The Al-Ansar Islamic Center is one of the most important 
institutions in Canada, and it is of great importance 
because it is located in Toronto, the largest city in Canada, 
which has a Muslim population of more than a quarter of a 
million.  
 
The center is run by a number of brothers who are trusted 
for their faith and honesty, their good understanding of 
Islam and their enthusiasm for working for it. They have 
been recommended to us by someone you trust.  
 
I call upon everyone who desires the reward of God to 
support this center, which fills an important gap in the 
spread of Islam in the West, so that it will be on his scale 
before God on the Day of Judgment.  
 
Not an atom's weight will be lost with God in this world or 
in the Hereafter. God Almighty says: �óBut whatever thing 
you spend [in His cause] �ü He will compensate it; and He is 
the best of providers.�ô  
 
Praise be to God, by His grace good deeds are accomplished.  
 
Yusuf Al-Qaradawi 
President of the Higher Union for Muslim Scholars 
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provincial, and municipal politicians. 800 The project, which initially began in 2013, 
had development plans to transform 5.2 hectares at Southdale and Wonderland 
roads into a community center, housing a prayer space, conference and banquet 
facilities, recreational spaces, and additional social se rvices.801 
 
�
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�+�0�-�+�*�.� �è�Ú802 It was noted in the audit that a MAC PowerPoint presentation about the 
���*�0�/�#�����'� �����-�*�%� ���/���é� �3�+�'���$�)�.���/�#���/���/�#� ���+�-�*�%� ���/���2�*�0�'�����$�)���'�0��� ���ç��� �1� �)�0� ���"� �)� �-���/�$�)�"��
�$�)�$�/�$���/�$�1� �.�è���+�'���)�)� �����!�*�-���/�#� ���'�*�)�"-term goal of making the undertaking self -
�.�0�.�/���$�)�$�)�"�Ú�ê803 ���3���(�+�'� �.���*�!���/�#�$�.���$�)���'�0��� �����������è�.���+�'���)���/�*���0�.� ���/�#� ���.� ���*�)�����!�'�*�*�-���*�!���/�#� ��
building, while the remaining spaces would be rented to tenants, allowing it to 
operate with funds covered by the revenue from the rental. 804 
 
The CRA also pointed to an announcement by the MAC-affiliated Islamic 
Community Centre of Ontario (ICCO) that a policy to rent out parts of the building 
for public use to help cover operational costs would come into effect on May 13, 
2016.805 ���.���+�-� �1�$�*�0�.�'�4���(� �)�/�$�*�)� �����$�)���/�#�$�.���-� �+�*�-�/�Û���/�#� ���������è�.�����0���$�/���*�!�������������'�.�*���-� �1� ���'� ����
substantial financial flows between Qatar Charity, which has links to terrorist 
organizations, and MAC, including C$2,454,288 in funding sent to MAC for the 
purchase of land and a building for the ICCO project between 2013 and 2015.806 
 
Finally, it should be noted that ISGAP has obtained several letters in support of the 
Southdale Project and MAC written by politicians from the London, Ontario area. 
These letters, which all date from November 2015, include examples from Matt 
Brown, former  mayor of the City of London , Ontario  (2014�ò2018), Irene Mathyssen, 
MP for London -Fanshawe (2006�ò2019), Peggy Sattler, MPP for London West since 
2013, and Patrick Brown, MPP for Simcoe North and current mayor of Brampton. 
This is another troubling case of Canadian politicians knowingly or unknowingly 
expressing public support for organizations and projects in Canada that are linked 
to the Muslim Brotherhood through entities such as MAC.  
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801 Ibid. 
802 Letter from the CRA to MAC Executive Director concerning the audit of the Muslim Association of Canada, 

March 17, 2021, Canadian Charity Law, p. 36, https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-
2021.pdf. 

803 Ibid., at 37. 
804 Ibid. 
805 Ibid. 
806 Ibid., at 65. 
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Figure 25: Letter from Matt Brown 807  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 26: Letter from Irene Mathyssen 808  

 

807 Copy of letter in support of the Southdale Project from London, Ontario, Mayor Matt Brown, November 
2015, obtained by ISGAP, available at: https://isgap.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/04/Matt_Brown_Letter.png. 

808 Copy of letter in support of the Southdale Project from MP Irene Mathyssen, November 25, 2015, 
obtained by ISGAP, available at: https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/I_M_Letter.png. 

https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Matt_Brown_Letter.png
https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Matt_Brown_Letter.png
https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/I_M_Letter.png
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Figure 27: Letter from Peggy Sattler 809  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 28: Letter from Patrick Brown 810 

 

809 Copy of letter in support of the Southdale Project from MPP for London West, Peggy Sattler, November 
30, 2015, obtained by ISGAP, available at: https://isgap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/P_S_Letter.png. 

810 Copy of letter in support of the Southdale Project from MPP for Simcoe North and Leader of the Official 
Opposition, Patrick Brown, November 12, 2015, obtained by ISGAP, available at: https://isgap.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/04/P_B_Letter.png. 
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Individuals  
 

Kaleed Rasheed  
 
Kaleed Rasheed is a member of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario. He has 
previously spoken at events hosted by Muslim organizations such as MAC and the 
ISNA-Canada, which had its charitable status revoked for a year for funding 
Pakistani terrorist group Hizbul Mujahideen. 811 In 2019, Rasheed publicly expressed 
support for the Al -Qazzaz Foundation.812 ���#� ���!�*�0�)�����/�$�*�)�è�.���!�*�0�)��� �-�Û�����#���'� �������'-
�����5�5���5�Û���.� �-�1� �������.���!�*�-� �$�"�)���-� �'���/�$�*�)�.���.� ���-� �/���-�4���$�)���/�#� �������(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�$�*�)���*�!�����"�4�+�/�è�.��
Muslim Brotherhood president, Mohamed Morsi, in 2012 �ò2013, and was imprisoned 
when Morsi was driven from power. 813 In 2023, Rasheed stepped down from the 
Ontario Progressive Conservative caucus following an unrelated investigation into 
�/�#� ���+�-�*�1�$�)��� �è�.�����-� � �)��� �'�/���'���)�����.�2���+�����*�)�/�-�*�1� �-�.�4�Ú814 
 

Ahmad Attia  
 
Ahmad Attia is a Canadian Muslim community leader and advocate. He is related by 
marriage to the aforementioned Khaled al -Qazzaz. Attia has campaigned for his 
brother -in -�'���2�è�.���-� �'� ���.� ���!�-�*�(����� �/� �)�/�$�*�)���$�)�����"�4�+�/�����)�����#���.���+���-�/�$���$�+���/� �����$�)����������
programs. 815 He has also served in advisory roles, including as a liaison to the 
Muslim community for Conservative Party member and former federal cabinet 
minister Peter MacKay. 816 
 

Omar Alghabra  
 
Omar Alghabra is a Saudi-���*�-�)���������!�*�-���/�#� ���
�$��� �-���'�������-�/�4���2�#�*���.� �-�1� �������.�������)�������è�.��
Minister of Transport in 2021 �ò2023 and has been an MP since 2015. Al-Jazeera has 
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�W�}�o�]�š�]���]���v���<���o���������Z���•�Z���������^�š�Œ�]�À���•���š�}�����µ�]�o�������Œ�]���P���•�U�_��IQRA, August 2, 2020, 
https://www.iqra.ca/2020/canadian-politician-kaleed-rasheed-strives-to-build-bridges/. 

812 Legislative Assembly of Ontario, Official Report of Debates (Hansard), no. 95, 1st Session, 42nd Parliament, 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019, https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents/parliament-
42/session-1/2019-04-17/hansard#P764_157094. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/12/world/middleeast/egypt-releases-morsi-adviser.html. 

814 �^�K�v�š���Œ�]�}���D�W�W���<���o���������Z���•�Z���������Œ���•�]�P�v�•���(�Œ�}�u���&�}�Œ���[�•���������]�v���š���(�}�o�o�}�Á�]�v�P���'�Œ�����v�����o�š���‰�Œ�}�����U�_���������U���^���‰�š���u�����Œ��
20, 2023, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/kaleed-rasheed-resigns-greenbelt-ford-
1.6973107#:~:text=scandal%2C%20premier%20says-
,Mississauga%20East%2DCooksville%20MPP%20Kaleed%20Rasheed%20has%20resigned%20from%20cabi
net,the%20province%27s%20Greenbelt%20land%20swap. 

815 �^���Z�u���������š�š�]���U�_���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�������U���v�X���X�U��http://www.macnet.ca/2019/07/10/ahmad-attia/. 
816 �����v�]���o�����]���^���v�š�}�U���^�����v�����]���v���W�}�o�]�š�]���]���v�•���d�����u���h�‰���t�]�š�Z���Z�����]�����o���/�•�o���u�U�_��The Trumpet, September 3, 2020, 

https://www.thetrumpet.com/22861-canadian-politicians-team-up-with-radical-islam. 
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decision to cancel relief money sent to Syria via HCI. 817 HCI has been investigated by 
the United States, and in 1997 its funding was cut off under the government of former 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien for  �é�/�#� ���"�-�*�0�+�è�.���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�����*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê818 In 2015, the 
RCMP listed HCI in a terrorism investigation search warrant, after tax records 
showed that HCI granted C$68,820 to IRFAN between 2005 and 2009.819 IRFAN was 
declared a terrorist group by the Harper government in April 2014 for transferring 
approximately C$14.6 million to charities associated with Hamas. 820 
 
In 2004, Alghabra served as president of the Canadian Arab Federation (CAF), which 
has opposed the designation of Hamas and Islamic Jihad as terrorist entities by the 
Canadian government. 821 CAF was defunded by the Canadian government in 2009 for 
participating in a conference with Hamas and Hezbollah delegates and for comparing 
Israel to Nazis.822 �
�)���¨�¦�§�ª�Û��������� ��� �-���'�����*�0�-�/���-�0�'�$�)�"���0�+�#� �'�����/�#� ���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�è�.����� ���$�.�$�*�)���/�*��
end its funding to CAF over its support for terrorist organizations. 823 It cited evidence 
including a sign threatening to murder a Jewish child and a CAF -sponsored essay 
���*�)�/� �.�/���*�)���/�#� ���/�*�+�$�����*�!���é� �/�#�)�$�������'� ���)�.�$�)�"�ê���$�)���
�.�-��� �'�Ú824 
 
In December 2015, Alghabra attended the annual Reviving the Islamic Spirit (RIS) 
convention, which featured a greeting from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau via video 
message.825 �
�)���#�$�.���(� �.�.���"� �Û�����-�0��� ���0���.���$�����/�#���/���é�.�$�)��� ���$�/�.���$�)��� �+�/�$�*�)���$�)���¨�¦�¦�§�Û�����
�����#���.��
�!�*�.�/� �-� �����/�#� �����-� ���/�$�*�)���*�!�������+�-�*�0�������)�������4�)���(�$�������*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�ê�����)�����/�#���/���/�#� �����*�)�1� �)�/�$�*�)��
�2���.�������*�0�/���é��� �'� ���-���/�$�)�"���*�0�-���.�#���-� ������� �'�$� �!�.�Ú�ê826 Also in attendance were Trudeau 
cabinet ministers John McCallum and Maryam Monsef, and MPs Gary 
Anandasangaree, Yasmin Ratansi, Iqra Khalid, and Rob Oliphant.827 
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Policy, September 2018, p. 39, https://centerforsecuritypolicy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Fired_Canada.pdf. 

818 Ibid. 
819 Ibid., at 40. 
820 Ibid. 
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Policy, September 2018, p. 40, https://centerforsecuritypolicy.org/wp-
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For years, RIS has featured proponents of Sharia law, and multiple sponsors of the 
event have faced criticism for their links to terrorist organizations. 828 For example, 
RIS was previously sponsored by the World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY), 
which had its charitable status revoked because it transferred funds to an Al -Qaeda 
front in 2001.829 In 2012, Trudeau agreed to address the RIS convention despite it 
being sponsored by IRFAN-Canada, an organization whose charitable status had been 
revoked by the CRA the previous year due its reported ties to Hamas and that was 
ultimately placed on Canada�è�.���'�$�.�/���*�!���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���$�)���¨�¦�§�ª���!�*�-���/�-���)�.�!� �-�-�$�)�"��
millions of dollars to Hamas. 830 Responding to criticism over his presence at the 
���*�)�1� �)�/�$�*�)�Û�����-�0��� ���0���������0�.� �����#�$�.����� �/�-�����/�*�-�.���*�!���é�/�-���!�!�$���&�$�)�"���$�)���(�$�.�$�)�!�*�-�(���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê831 
 
In a House of Commons debate in February 2016, Alghabra described Hamas as a 
terrorist organization, spoke out against BDS activists, and expressed support for 
�
�.�-��� �'�è�.���-�$�"�#�/���/�*��� �3�$�.�/�Ú832 
 

Iqra Khalid  
 
Iqra Khalid is an MP for the Liberal Party in Ontario who notably proposed Motion M -
103 in the Canadian parliament. The motion called on the �"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���/�*���é���*�)��� �(�)��
�
�.�'���(�*�+�#�*���$���ê�����)�����/�-� ���/���$�/�����.���������-�$�(� �Û���2�$�/�#�*�0�/�������/�0���'�'�4���+�-�*�1�$���$�)�"�����)�4����� �!�$�)�$�/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� ��
offense.833 As a result, the motion provides Islam with a special status, in addition to 
the rights conferred on all faiths under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and 
�(���)�����/� �.���+�0�)�$�.�#�(� �)�/���!�*�-�����)�4�����-�$�/�$���$�.�(���/�#���/���$�.����� � �(� �����é�
�.�'���(�*�+�#�*���$���Û�ê���/�#� �-� ���4��
severely limiting th e right to free speech under the Charter. 834 
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�.�+� ���$�!�$�����2�*�-���$�)�"�ê���*�!�����*�/�$�*�)����-103.835 She refused to discuss the issue with 
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���Œ�š�]���o���U�_���W�}�]�v�š�������������•���µ�o���U���^���‰�š���u�����Œ���î�ò�U���î�ì�í�ò�U��https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/islamist-background-
national-council-canadian-muslims-missing-recent-la-presse-article/. 

831 �^�>���Œ�P�����d�Œ�µ�������µ���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�������o���P���š�]�}�v�����š���š�Z�����·�Z�/�^�î�ì�í�ñ�����}�v�À���v�š�]�}�v���(�����š�µ�Œ�]�v�P���‰�Œ�}�‰�}�v���v�š�•���}�(���•�Z���Œ�]�������v����
�/�•�o���u�]�����•�µ�‰�Œ���u�����]�•�u���=���K�š�Z���Œ���Z�]�P�Z�o�]�P�Z�š�•���}�(���š�Z�������}�v�À���v�š�]�}�v�U�_���W�}�]�v�š�������������•���µ�o���U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���ó�U���î�ì�í�ò�U��
https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/large-trudeau-government-delegation-at-the-ris2015-convention-
featuring-islamic-supremacists/. 

832 House of Commons Debates, vol. 148, no. 020, 1st Session, 42nd Parliament, Official Report (Hansard), 
Thursday, February 18, 2016, https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/house/sitting-
20/hansard. 

833 Christine Douglass-�t�]�o�o�]���u�•�U���^�&�]�Œ���������Ç���š�Z���������v�����]���v���'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���(�}�Œ�����Œ�]�š�]���]�Ì�]�v�P���/�•�o���u�U�_�������v�š���Œ���(�}�Œ���^�����µ�Œ�]�š�Ç��
Policy, September 2018, p. 21, https://centerforsecuritypolicy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Fired_Canada.pdf. 

834 Ibid., at 37. 
835 Ibid. 
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���*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4���(� �(��� �-�.�����)�����"�-�*�0�+�.���/�#���/���2� �-� �)�è�/�����'�$�"�)� �����2�$�/�#���#� �-�����"� �)�������*�-���2�#�*��
�����'�'� �����!�*�-�������+�-�*�+� �-����� �!�$�)�$�/�$�*�)���*�!���é�
�.�'���(�*�+�#�*���$���ê���*�-���������#���)�"� ���$�)���/� �-�(�$�)�*�'�*�"�4�Ú836 
Among those groups was the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA), which 
���-�"�0� �����/�#���/���é�/�#� ���/� �-�(���ç�
�.�'���(�*�+�#�*���$���è���.�#�*�0�'������� ���-� �+�'����� �����2�$�/�#�������(�*�-� ���+�-� ���$�.� ��
�+�#�-���.� �Û���.�0���#�����.���ç���)�/�$-���0�.�'�$�(�����$�"�*�/�-�4�Û�è���2�#�$���#���2���.���.�0�"�"� �.�/� �������4�Û�����(�*�)�"���*�/�#� �-�.�Û��
former Justice Minister �
�-�2�$�)�����*�/�'� �-�Ú�ê837 
 
Khalid previously served as president of MSA at York University and claims to have 
written its constitution, which states that the association is Salafist and supports 
Sharia law.838 She has also been associated with, and hosted by, Palestine House, 
whose settlement program was defunded by the Harper government in 2012 for 
aligning itself with terrorism. 839 In support of this decision, the government noted 
that Palestine House had celebrated the release of terrorists and those responsible 
for multiple armed attacks and hijackings in the 1960s and 1970s.840 Palestine House 
received C$950,000 in government funding in the year prior to its defunding and 
received donations during the preceding 18 years to provide services to the 
Palestinian community in the Toronto area. 841 
 
���#���'�$���è�.�����*�/�$�*�)����-103 was allegedly guided by Samer Majzoub, who created a 
related e-petition  (Petition e-�ª�§�§�ú���*�)���/�#� �������)�����$���)���!� ��� �-���'���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�è�.���+� �/�$�/�$�*�)��
website on June 8, 2016.842 Majzoub, a Quebec resident, is the president of the 
Canadian Muslim Forum (CMF), a Muslim Brotherhood -affiliated organization. 843 
CMF, known in French as the Forum Musulman Canadien (FMC), was also 
mentioned in the CRA audit of the Muslim Association of Canada (MAC), which 
�+�*�$�)�/�.���/�*���������è�.���-� ���*�-���.���.�#�*�2�$�)�"�����*�)���/�$�*�)�.���/�*���������
�����������(�*�0�)�/�$�)�"���/�*�����œ�©�Û�®�«�«��
during the audit period, which it dee med an undue benefit to a non-qualified 
donee.844 

 

836 Ibid., at 22. 
837 Ibid. 
838 Ibid., at 28. 
839 Ibid., at 22. 
840 �D�]�l�����&���P���o�u���v�U���^�������Œ���,���Œ�}�}�v���^�]���]�‹�µ�]�W���t�Z���š�����}���z�}�µ���d�Z�]�v�l���}�(���W���o���•�š�]�v�����,�}�µ�•�����E�}�Á�M�U�_���,�}�v���•�š���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�]�v�P��

Canada, February 27, 2013, https://honestreporting.ca/dear-haroon-sidiqui-what-do-you-think-of-
palestine-house-now/. 

841 Andy Levy-���i�Ì���v�l�}�‰�(�U���^�����v���������,���o�š�•���&�µ�v���]�v�P���š�}���W���o���•�š�]�v�����,�}�µ�•���U�_�������]�o�Ç�����o���Œ�š�U March 2, 2012, 
https://www.dailyalert.org/archive/index.php?id=33077. 

842 �^�^�š���v���]�v�P���µ�‰�����P���]�v�•�š���/�•�o���u�}�‰�Z�}���]�������v�����Z���š���U�_�������v�����]���v���D�µ�•�o�]�u���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���î�õ�U���î�ì�î�î�U��
https://www.fmc-cmf.ca/standing-up-against-islamophobia-and-hate-the-journey/; House of Commons, 
�^�W���š�]�š�]�}�v�•�W����-�ð�í�í�U�_���W���Œ�o�]���u���v�š���}�(�������v�������U June 8, 2016, 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-411. 

843 ���X�•�X���D�}�Z���u�����U���^�����v�������[�•�����v�š�]-�/�•�o���u�}�‰�Z�}���]�����D�}�š�]�}�v�U�_���'���š���•�š�}�v�����/�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š���U���K���š�}�����Œ���î�ð�U���î�ì�í�ó�U��
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/11184/canada-anti-islamophobia-motion. 

844 Letter from the CRA to MAC Executive Director concerning the audit of the Muslim Association of Canada, 
March 17, 2021, Canadian Charity Law, p. 119, https://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/wp-content/uploads/ 
2023/10/CRA-Audit-letters-of-Muslim-Association-of-Canada-MAC-dated-March-17-2021.pdf. 
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�����%�5�*�0���è�.�����*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)���/�*�����������2���.�����'�.�*���-���$�.� �����$�)���¨�¦�§�ª�Û���2�#� �)���/�#� �����0�2���$�/�$�������������+�-� �.�. 
agency announced that a Montreal high school administered by Majzoub would be 
the recipient of a US$70,671 donation from the embassy of Kuwait in Canada, acting 
�*�)����� �#���'�!���*�!�����0�2���$�/�è�.�����$�)�$�.�/�-�4���*�!�����2�,���!�����)�����
�.�'���(�$�������!�!���$�-�.�Ú845 While not specifically 
mentioned in the KUNA announcement, the school was assessed to be the Islamic 
Le Savoir High School, which is located in a building that the City of Montreal 
Property Assessment Service has identified as having been owned by MAC since 
April 29, 2008.846 
 
�����%�5�*�0�����2���.�����'�.�*���*�)���/�#� �����*���-�����*�!���/�#� �����*�)�/�-� ���'���
�.�'���(�$�����.���#�*�*�'���é�
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/��
���è� �)�.� �$�"�)� �(� �)�/�������-�����'���
�(���(�ê���$�)���¨�¦�¦�§�Û��the same year it received funding from the 
Saudi-backed World Assembly of Muslim Youth -Canada, which had its charitable 
status revoked in 2012 by the CRA for funding the al-Qaeda-linked Benevolence 
International Foundation. 847 Also among the groups sponsoring the motion was 
NCCM, which, as previously noted, is the Canadian subsidiary of CAIR USA, a self-
described Muslim Brotherhood front organization tied to Hamas. 848 
 
Khalid held a press conference at the end of June 2018 in which she acknowledged 
that CAIR-CAN/NCCM would receive funds from the C$23 million of increased 
�!�0�)���$�)�"�����'�'�*�����/� �����/�*���/�#� �����0�'�/�$���0�'�/�0�-���'�$�.�(�����-�*�"�-���(�������(�$�)�$�.�/� �-� �������4�������'���)�$� �����*�'�4�è�.��
Heritage Ministry, in the context of Motion M -103 and the fight against 
islamophobia. 849 She also identified Islamic Relief Canada (IRC) as one of the 
recipients of the money to help combat antisemitism. 850 This is a particularly 
�/�-�*�0���'�$�)�"����� ���$�.�$�*�)�����*�)�.�$��� �-�$�)�"���/�#���/�Û�����.���+�-� �1�$�*�0�.�'�4���)�*�/� ���Û���
�����è�.���+���-� �)�/���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Û��
Islamic Relief Worldwide, was accused by the US State Department in 2020 of 
�+�-�*�(�*�/�$�)�"���é���'���/���)�/�����)�����#�*�-�-�$�!�4�$�)�"�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�����)�����"�'�*�-�$�!�$�����/�$�*�)���*�!���1�$�*�'� �)��� ��
� �3�#�$���$�/� �������/���/�#� ���(�*�.�/���.� �)�$�*�-���'� �1� �'�.���*�!���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�Ú�ê851 

 

845 �^�D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}��-linked Montreal high school managed by Samer Majzoub received $US 70,671 from 
�<�µ�Á���]�š�����u�����•�•�Ç�U�_���W�}�]�v�š�������������•���µ�o���U���:�µ�o�Ç���í�í�U���î�ì�í�ð�U��https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/brotherhood-linked-
montreal-school-managed-majzoub-received-dollars-70671-kuwait-embassy/. 

846 Ibid. 
847 �^�Z���Œ�]���Z���&�]�v���v�������t���š���Z�U���^�<�µ�Á���]�š�]�����u�����•�•�Ç���&�]�v���v�����•���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}��-�o�]�v�l�������/�•�o���u�]�����^���Z�}�}�o���]�v�������v�������U�_��

Center for Security Policy, August 14, 2014, https://shariahfinancewatch.org/2014/08/14/kuwaiti-
embassy-finances-muslim-brotherhood-linked-islamic-school-in-canada/. 

848 Thomas Quiggin et al., Submission: The Danger of Political Islam to Canada (Canadian Centre for the Study 
of Extremism, 2017),��133. 

849 Christine Douglass-�t�]�o�o�]���u�•�U���^�&�]�Œ���������Ç���š�Z���������v�����]���v���'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���(�}�Œ�����Œ�]�š�]���]�Ì�]�v�P���/�•�o���u�U�_�������v�š���Œ���(�}�Œ���^�����µ�Œ�]�š�Ç��
Policy, September 2018, p. 33, https://centerforsecuritypolicy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Fired_Canada.pdf. 

850 �����v�]���o�����}�Œ���u���v�U���^�/�•�����v�Ç�}�v�����]�v�������v���������'�}�]�v�P���š�}���^���Ç���^�}�u���š�Z�]�v�P�������}�µ�š���Z�����]�����o���/�•�o���u�M�U�_��National Telegraph, 
December 31, 2019, https://thenationaltelegraph.com/national/is-anyone-in-canada-going-to-say-
something-about-radical-islam/. 

851 Office of the Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat anti-�^���u�]�š�]�•�u�U���^�/�•�o���u�]�����Z���o�]���(���t�}�Œ�o���Á�]�����U�_���h�X�^�X��
Department of State, December 30, 2020, https://2017-2021.state.gov/islamic-relief-
worldwide/index.html. 
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Wael Haddara  
 
Dr. Wael Haddara is a Canadian physician specializing in intensive care medicine, 
based in London, Ontario. He has been actively involved in various Muslim 
community organizations in Canada and has held leadership positions in several of 
them.  
 
Haddara served on the board of the Muslim Association of Canada (MAC) in 2002�ò
2005 and again in 2007�ò�¨�¦�§�¨�Ú���	� ���.� �-�1� �������.���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�è�.�����#���$�-�
�+�-� �.�$��� �)�/���!�-�*�(��
February 2011 until his resignation in December 2012.852 MAC has publicly 
acknowledged its ideological roots in the Muslim Brotherhood.  
 
In addition to his role with MAC, Haddara was a founding director of the 
International Relief Fund for the Afflicted and Needy Canada (IRFAN -Canada), 
serving on its board until 2002.853 IRFAN-Canada was designated as a terrorist entity 
by the Canadian government in 2014 due to its alleged financial support for Hamas. 
Haddara has stated that he had no knowledge of IRFAN-Canada sending money to 
Hamas during his tenure. 854 
 
In 2012, Haddara served as a senior advisor to then-Egyptian President Mohamed 
Morsi, but denies ever having been a member of the Muslim Brotherhood. 855  
 
Haddara has also been associated with other organizations, including the Muslim 
Students Association and the Council on American-Islamic Relations Canada (CAIR-
CAN), now known as the National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM), where he 
served on the board of directors from 2003 to 2012.856 In 2015, Haddara filed a 
defamation lawsuit against a media outlet over an article that linked him to the 
Muslim Brotherhood. The lawsuit was settled in a mutually satisfactory manner, 
and the article was subsequently removed from the publication's websit e.857 
 

  

 

852 �^�t�����o���,���������Œ�����Œ���•�]�P�v�������(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�������}���Œ�����}�(���š�Z�����D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�������X���d�Z�����v���Á���‰�Œ���•�]�����v�š���]�•���z���•�•���Œ��
�D�}�Z���u�u�����U�_���W�}�]�v�š�������������•���µ�o���U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���î�ô�U���î�ì�í�ï�U��https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/wael-haddara-
resigned-from-the-board-of-the-muslim-association-of-canada-the-new-president-is-yasser-mohammed/. 

853 �Z�}�����Œ�š���,�]�o�š�Ì�U���^�,���Œ���[�•���š�Z�����^�š�}�Œ�Ç���^�h�E���s���v�]�•�Z�������t�]�š�Z�}�µ�š�����Æ�‰�o���v���š�]�}�v���]�v���t���l�����}�(�������>���Á�•�µ�]�š�U�_�������v�������o���v���U��
December 23, 2016, https://www.canadaland.com/postmedia-removes-story-. 

854 Ibid. 
855 Ibid. 
856  �^�t�����o���,���������Œ�����Œ���•�]�P�v�������(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�������}���Œ�����}�(���š�Z�����D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�������X���d�Z�����v���Á���‰�Œ���•�]�����v�š���]�•���z���•�•���Œ��

�D�}�Z���u�u�����U�_���W�}�]�v�š�������������•���µ�o���U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���î�ô�U���î�ì�í�ï�U��https://pointdebasculecanada.ca/wael-haddara-
resigned-from-the-board-of-the-muslim-association-of-canada-the-new-president-is-yasser-mohammed/. 
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Yasser Haddara  
 
A brother of the aforementioned Wael Haddara, Yasser Haddara served as the 
director of Islamic Relief Canada from 2005 to 2011 and is a former director of 
Islamic Relief USA and president of MAC.858 In 2011 and 2012, the Haddara brothers 
travelled to Egypt and met with Essam El-Haddad to help the Muslim Brotherhood 
obtain power. By 2012, both Haddara brothers were reportedly senior advisors to 
Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi, while also serving as b oard members of 
MAC.859 
 

Jamal Badawi  
 
Jamal Badawi is a Canadian national who has held leadership positions with Muslim 
Brotherhood -linked organizations including the Islamic Society of North America 
(ISNA), CAIR-CAN, the Fiqh Council of North America (FCNA), and the European 
Council for Fatwa and Research (ECFR).860 He was also one of the co-founders of the 
Muslim American Society (MAS) in 1993, which was set up by the Muslim 
Brotherhood in the United States. 861 He was listed by US federal prosecutors as an 
unindicted co -conspirator in the Holy Land Foundation terrorist financing case, one 
of the largest terrorist financing cases in the United States, in which the foundation 
was found to have funneled money to Hamas.862 
 
A 2007 MAC webpage lists Badawi as one of its directors,863 and he has previously 
been identified as having been a member of the leadership structure of the US 
Muslim Brotherhood. 864 He can be characterized as one of the leading ideologues of 
the US Muslim Brotherhood and has traveled widely all over the world as a 
representative of the US Muslim community. 865 

 

858 �^�/�•�o���u�]�����Z���o�]���(���t ���Z���Œ�]�š�Ç�U�����Æ�š�Œ���u�]�•�u�����v�����d���Œ�Œ�}�Œ�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U June 2018, p. 12, https://cdn-
mef.meforum.org/5e/34/0a9ba489411a964e4e9039f02625/islamic-relief-dossier-v3.pdf. 

859 Ibid. 
860 �'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}���������]�o�Ç���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�U���^���}�v�š�Œ�}�À���Œ�•�Ç�����}�v�š�]�v�µ���•���}�À���Œ���'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}����

�&�µ�v���]�v�P���}�(�������v�����]���v���/�•�o���u�]�����^�š�µ���]���•�����Z���]�Œ�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U���:�µ�v�����î�U���î�ì�í�í�U��
https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/19133/controversy-continues-over-global-muslim. 

861 �•���Ç�v�}�������Œ���v�U���^�d�Z�����D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}���[�•���h�X�^�X���E���š�Á�}�Œ�l�U�_���,�µ���•�}�v���/�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š���U���&�����Œ�µ���Œ�Ç���î�ó�U���î�ì�ì�ô�U��
https://www.hudson.org/national-security-defense/the-muslim-brotherhood-s-u-s-network. 

862 �'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}���������]�o�Ç���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�U���^���}�v�š�Œ�}�À���Œ�•�Ç�����}�v�š�]�v�µ���•���}�À���Œ���'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}����
�&�µ�v���]�v�P���}�(�������v�����]���v���/�•�o���u�]�����^�š�µ���]���•�����Z���]�Œ�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U���:�µ�v�����î�U���î�ì�í�í�U��
https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/19133/controversy-continues-over-global-muslim. 

863 �^�����}�µ�š���D�����U�_���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v���}�(�������v�������U���v�X���X�U�����Œ���Z�]�À���������������u�����Œ���í�ó�U���î�ì�ì�ó�U�����š��
http://web.archive.org/web/20071217234228/http://www.macnet.ca/national/modules/wfchannel/inde
x.php?pagenum=7. 

864 �'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}���������]�o�Ç���Z���‰�}�Œ�š�U���^���}�v�š�Œ�}�À���Œ�•�Ç�����}�v�š�]�v�µ���•���}�À���Œ���'�o�}�����o���D�µ�•�o�]�u�����Œ�}�š�Z���Œ�Z�}�}����
�&�µ�v���]�v�P���}�(�������v�����]���v���/�•�o���u�]�����^�š�µ���]���•�����Z���]�Œ�U�_���D�]�����o���������•�š���&�}�Œ�µ�u�U���:�µ�v�����î�U���î�ì�í�í�U��
https://www.meforum.org/campus-watch/19133/controversy-continues-over-global-muslim. 

865 Ibid. 
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Laith Marouf  
 
The son of a Syrian diplomat who came to Canada as a student, Laith Marouf is a 
senior consultant with the Community Media Advocacy Centre  (CMAC) and is 
currently based in Lebanon. 866 He is the founder of Free Palestine Television 
�ù���������ú�Û���2�#�$���#���������*�-���$�)�"���/�*���$�/�.���2� ���.�$�/� ���é�'���0�)���#� �����2�$�/�#���/�#� ���*�0�/���-� ���&���*�!���/�#� �����'-Aqsa 
���'�*�*�����û�/�#� ���)���(� ���"�$�1� �)�����4���	���(���.���/�*���/�#� �������/�*��� �-���­���(���.�.�����-� �ü���Þ���/�*���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�#� ��
resistance from a media standpoint and to incite free peoples to move and fight 
Zionism and imperi ���'�$�.�(���2�#� �-� �1� �-���/�#� �4��� �3�$�.�/���Þ���/�*���+���-���'�4�5� ���"�'�*�����'���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���!�*�-���/�#� ��
���$�*�)�$�.�/��� �)�/�$�/�4�Ú�ê867 ���#� ���.�$�/� ���!� ���/�0�-� �.���!�*�*�/���"� ���*�!���	���(���.�è�.�����/�/�����&�.���*�)���
�.�-��� �'�$���.�*�'���$� �-�.�����)����
footage from Hamas militias like the Mujahideen and Al -Qassam Brigades operating 
out of Gaza and the West Bank.868 Prior to his death, it also published speeches by 
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah with live translation into English. 869 An FPTV 
event held virtually from Beirut on December 17, 2023, was advertised as a meeting 
�*�!���$�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.���'� ����� �-�.���!�-�*�(�������-�*�.�.���é�.�*-�����'�'� ���������)�������ê���$�)���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���*�!�����������Ú870 
 
�����-�*�0�!���#���.�����'���$�(� �����/�#���/���
�.�-��� �'���2���.���/�#� �����-� ���/�$�*�)���*�!���é�2�#�$�/� ����� �2�.���2�#�*�������*�+�/� ����
�����5�$�.�(�ê�����)�����/�#���/���é��� �2�$�.�#�����#�$�/� �����0�+�-� �(�����$�.�/�.�ê����� �.� �-�1� ���*�)�'�4�������é���0�'�'� �/���/�*���/�#� ���#� �����Ú�ê871 
He was also a noted organizer of a 2002 violent riot outside Concordia University 
that prevented an on-campus talk by then former Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.872 In 2009, he was barred from re-entering Canada from Syria and was 
interviewed by a Canadian intelligence official at the embassy in Damascus. 873 
 
��� �.�+�$�/� �������-�*�0�!�è�.�����*���0�(� �)�/� �����#�$�.�/�*�-�4���*�!��antisemitism, racial slurs, and hateful 
remarks on FPTV, he was hired by the Ministry of Canadian Heritage in 2022 as an 
anti -racism contractor and given C$133,000 to build an anti-racism strategy for 
Canadian broadcasting.874 At the time of his hiring, the minister in charge of 

 

866 ���}�•�u�]�v�����Ì�•�µ�Œ���Ì�•���U���^�Z���v�š�]-�Œ�����]�•�š�����}�v�•�µ�o�š���v�š�[���>���]�š�Z���D���Œ�}�µ�(���•�µ�•�‰���v���������(�Œ�}�u���•�}���]���o���u�����]�������P���]�v���(�}�o�o�}�Á�]�v�P��
���v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�����}�µ�š���µ�Œ�•�š�U�_���d�Œ�µ�����E�}�Œ�š�Z�U���E�}�À���u�����Œ���í�ó�U���î�ì�î�ï�U��https://tnc.news/2023/11/17/laith-marouf-
suspended/. 

867 Free Palestine Television (FPTV), https://www.laithmarouf.com. 
868 �d�Ç�o���Œ�������Á�•�}�v�U���^���}�v�š�Œ�}�À���Œ�•�]���o���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�����v�š�]-racism consultant Laith Marouf is running now an anti-

�/�•�Œ�����o�����Z���v�v���o�U�_��National Post, January 18, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/laith-marouf-
free-palestine-television. 

869 Ibid. 
870 Free Palestine Television (FPTV), https://www.laithmarouf.com. 
871 �d�Œ�]�•�š���v���,�}�‰�‰���Œ�U���^�d�Œ�µ�������µ���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�����o���]�u���}�µ�š�Œ���P�������š���Z���v�š�]-�Œ�����]�•�u�[�����}�v�•�µ�o�š���v�š���š�Z���Ç���Á���Œ�����‰�Œ���]�•�]�v�P�����•��

�Œ�������v�š�o�Ç�����•�����‰�Œ�]�o�U�_��National Post, August 22, 2022, https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/feds-cut-
funding-for-anti-racism-project-over-vile-tweets. 

872 Ibid. 
873 �D���Œ�]�����t�}�}�o�(�U���^�>���]�š�Z���D���Œ�}�µ�(�U���}�v�����������Œ�Œ�������(�Œ�}�u���Œ��-���v�š���Œ�]�v�P�������v�������U���]�v�š���Œ�À�]���Á���������Ç�����^�/�^�U�_��Globe and Mail, 

February 13, 2023, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-laith-marouf-was-barred-from-re-
entering-canada-in-2009-and/. 

874 �d�Œ�]�•�š���v���,�}�‰�‰���Œ�U���^�d�Œ�µ�������µ���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�����o���]�u���}�µ�š�Œ���P�������š���Z���v�š�]-�Œ�����]�•�u�[�����}�v�•�µ�o�š���v�š���š�Z���Ç���Á���Œ�����‰�Œ���]�•�]�v�P�����•��
�Œ�������v�š�o�Ç�����•�����‰�Œ�]�o�U�_��National Post, August 22, 2022, https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/feds-cut-
funding-for-anti-racism-project-over-vile-tweets. 
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�����)�����$���)���#� �-�$�/���"� �Û�����#�(� �����	�0�.�.� �)�Û���.�/���/� �����/�#���/���é�*�0�-���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���$�.���+�-�*�0�����/�*��
���*�)�/�-�$���0�/� ���/�*���/�#� ���$�)�$�/�$���/�$�1� �Ú�ê875 ���/���/�#� ���/�$�(� ���	�0�.�.� �)���(����� ���#�$�.���.�/���/� �(� �)�/�Û�������-�*�0�!�è�.��
���2�$�/�/� �-�
�����������*�0�)�/���2���.�����'�-� �����4���.�0�.�+� �)��� �����*�)���/�#� ���"�-�*�0�)���.���*�!���é�#���/� �!�0�'�����*�)���0���/�ê�����)����
the promotion of violence. 876 Marouf publicly blamed his Twitter/X suspension on 
�/�#� ���é���$�*�)�$�.�/���'�*�����4�Ú�ê877 Following the public revelation of these tweets, Minister 
Hussen ordered the government to cut funding and cancelled its contract with 
�����������*�1� �-�������-�*�0�!�è�.���é�-� �+�-� �#� �)�.�$���'� �����)�����1�$�'� �ê���+�*�.�/�.�Ú878 Upon distancing itself from 
Marouf in April 2022, the government claimed it was unaware of his previous 
conduct and rhetoric, despite his nearly 20 -year record of anti -Israel activism. 879 
 
Following these revelations, Liberal MP Anthony Housefather claimed that Minister 
���#�(� �����	�0�.�.� �)���2���.���2���-�)� ���������*�0�/�������-�*�0�!�è�.�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�����/�2� � �/�.����� �!�*�-� ���/�#� �4���2� �-� ��
reported publicly. 880 �	�*�0�.� �!���/�#� �-�����'���$�(� �����/�#���/���#� ���+� �-�.�*�)���'�'�4���é���'� �-�/� �����#�$�(�ê�����)�����/�#���/��
�#� ���é�+� �-�.�$�.�/� �)�/�'�4�����*�(�(�0�)�$�����/� �����2�$�/�#���/�#� ���(�$�)�$�.�/� �-���$�)���#�$�.���*�!�!�$��� �Û���!�-�*�(���/�#� �������4���
��
�'� ���-�)� ���������*�0�/���$�/�Û���0�)�/�$�'���/�*�����4�Û�����)�������"�"�-� �.�.�$�1� �'�4����� �(���)��� �����/�#���/�������/�$�*�)����� ���/���&� �)�Ú�ê881 
Melissa Lantsman, co-deputy leader of the Conservative Party, stated that the 
�-� �1� �'���/�$�*�)�.���-���$�.� ���é�.� �-�$�*�0�.���,�0� �.�/�$�*�)�.�ê���)�*�/���*�)�'�4�������*�0�/�����/�/���2���è�.���1� �/�/�$�)�"���+�-�*��� �.�.���!�*�-��
�"�-�*�0�+�.���-� ��� �$�1�$�)�"���+�0���'�$�����!�0�)���.�����0�/�����'�.�*���-� �"���-���$�)�"���é�#�*�2���(���)�4���+� �*�+�'� ���$�)���/�#� ��
government of Canada k�)� �2�������*�0�/���/�#�$�.���$�)���$�1�$���0���'�����)�����!�*�-���#�*�2���'�*�)�"�Ú�ê882 Minister 
�	�0�.�.� �)���0�'�/�$�(���/� �'�4�������(�$�/�/� �����/�#���/���#� ���2���.�����'� �-�/� �����/�*�������-�*�0�!�è�.�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�����/�2� � �/�.������
month before he first spoke on the issue. 883 
 
According to online reports, Marouf has received over C$600,000 in Canadian 
federal government contracts since 2015.884 Despite this, he has engaged in 
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�D�W�U�_��National Post, August 23, 2022, https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/minister-was-warned-about-
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883 �Z�Ç���v���d�µ�u�]�o�š�Ç�U���^�D�W�����Z�u�������,�µ�•�•���v���š���o�o�•���W���Œ�o�]���u���v�š���Z�����l�v���Á�������}�µ�š���>���]�š�Z���D���Œ�}�µ�(�����}�v�š�Œ�����š���(�}�Œ�������u�}�v�š�Z��
�����(�}�Œ�����•�‰�����l�]�v�P���}�µ�š�U�_��National Post, October 7, 2022, https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/mp-tells-
parliament-he-knew-about-laith-marouf-contract-for-a-month-before-speaking-out. 

884 �^�����v�����]���v�������š�]�À�]�•�š���>���]�š�Z���D���Œ�}�µ�(�U���Z�������v�š�o�Ç�������‰�o���š�(�}�Œ�u���������v���������(�µ�v���������(�}�Œ�����v�š�]�•���u�]�š�]�•�u�W���•�]�}�v�]�•�š�•�����Œ�����W���Œ�š��
of �š�Z�����t���•�š���Œ�v���Z�µ�o�]�v�P���^�Ç�•�š���u�V���t�������Œ�������š���t���Œ�U���t�����D�µ�•�š�����}�v�(�Œ�}�v�š���d�Z���u���}�v�����o�o�������š�š�o���(�]���o���•�U�_���D���D�Z�/�U 
November 30, 2022, https://www.memri.org/reports/canadian-activist-laith-marouf-recently-
deplatformed-and-defunded-antisemitism-zionists-are. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ottawa-cuts-funding-for-anti-racism-project-over-vile-tweets/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-ottawa-cuts-funding-for-anti-racism-project-over-vile-tweets/
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persistent anti -Israel and antisemitic rhetoric, including a tweet in September 2021 
�$�)���2�#�$���#���#� ���.���$�����/�#���/���#� �����*� �.�)�è�/���"�$�1� �������é�-���/�è�.�����.�.�ê�������*�0�/���/�#� ���!� � �'�$�)�"�.���*�!����� �2�.�Û���2�#�$�'� ���$�)��
���)�*�/�#� �-���/�2� � �/���#� ���-� �!� �-�-� �����/�*���é�/�#� ����� �2�$�.�#�����#�$�/� �����0�+�-� �(�����$�.�/�.�ê�����.���é�'�*�0�����(�*�0�/�#� ����
bags �*�!���#�0�(���)���!� ��� �.�Ú�ê885 �
�)���������$�/�$�*�)�Û���$�)���������*�1� �(��� �-���¨�¦�¨�¨���$�)�/� �-�1�$� �2���2�$�/�#���
� �����)�*�)�è�.��
�����4����� � �)�������Û�������-�*�0�!�����'���$�(� �����/�#���/���é�2� ���#���1� �����)���*�+� �)���2���-���*�)�����'�'���!�-�*�)�/�.���2�$�/�#���/�#� ��
���$�*�)�$�.�/�.���Þ���2� �����-� ���-� �,�0�$�-� ���Û�����.�������'� �.�/�$�)�$���)�.�Û�����-�����.�Û�����)�������0�.�'�$�(�.�Û���/�*�����*�)�!�-�*�)�/���/�#� �(��
�*�)�����'�'���/�#� �������/�/�'� �!�$� �'���.�Ú�ê886 
 

Amira Elghawaby  
 
���(�$�-�������'�"�#���2�����4���2���.�����+�+�*�$�)�/� �������.�������)�������è�.���!�$�-�.�/���.�+� ���$���'���-� �+�-� �.� �)�/���/�$�1� ���*�)�����*�(�����/�$�)�"��
Islamophobia in January 2023, with a view to providing policy and legislative advice 
and proposals on this issue. She was appointed for a four-year term with a budget of 
C$5.6 million. 887 Prior to her appointment, Elghawaby worked as a communications 
lead for the Canada Race Relations Foundation, cooperating with the Canadian labor 
movement on human rights issues, and, importantly, as the human rights coordinator 
and communications directo r of NCCM/CAIR-CAN from 2012 to 2017.888 
 
���+�*�)���'� ���-�)�$�)�"���*�!�����'�"�#���2�����4�è�.���+���-�/�$���$�+���/�$�*�)���$�)�����������)�����$���)���
�.�'���(�$�������*�0�)���$�'���ù���
���ú��
event in 2017, Brooke Goldstein, executive director of the Lawfare Project, sent a 
�'� �/�/� �-���/�*�����
�������*���-�����(� �(��� �-�.��� �3�+�-� �.�.�$�)�"�����*�)��� �-�)���*�1� �-�����'�"�#���2�����4�è�.���+�-�*�(�$�)� �)�/��
position within NCCM/CAIR -�������Û���2�#�$���#���é�#���.���'�*�)�"����� � �)�������#�$�"�#�'�4�����*�)�/�-�*�1� �-�.�$���'��
organization in the context of Islamist  �-�����$�����'�$�.�(�Ú�ê889 Goldstein also questioned the 
��� �"�-� � ���/�*���2�#�$���#�����
�����2���.�����2���-� ���/�#���/�����������è�.���+���-� �)�/�����*�(�+���)�4�Û�������
�����������Û���$�.���é�'�$�)�&� ����
by the FBI to the Muslim Brotherhood -created Hamas support network in the U.S., 
���)�����$�.���.�/�$�'�'�����*�)�.�$��� �-� �����0�)�.�0�$�/�����'� �����4���/�#� �(�����.���ç���)�����+�+�-�*�+�-�$���/� ���'�$���$�.�*�)���+���-�/�)� �-�è���!�*�-�����)�4��
�"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���*�0�/�-� �����#�â�ê890 
 
Further controversy surrounding Elghawaby arose when, following her 
appointment, the Quebec government called for an apology and her resignation 
over a 2019 column she wrote with Canadian Jewish Congress CEO Bernie Farber 

 

885 Ibid. 
886 Ibid. 
887 �W���š���Œ���•�]�u�}�v�i�]���U���^�d�Œ�µ�������µ�����v�v�}�µ�v�����•�����u�]�Œ�������o�P�Z���Á�����Ç�����•�������v�������[�•���(�]�Œ�•�š���Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�À�����š�}�����}�u�����š��

�/�•�o���u�}�‰�Z�}���]���U�_���������U���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���î�ò�U���î�ì�î�ï�U��https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/amira-elghawaby-islamophobia-
representative-1.6726655. 

888 Ibid. 
889 ���Œ�}�}�l�����'�}�o���•�š���]�v�U���^�>���Á�(���Œ�����W�Œ�}�i�����š�����}�v�����Œ�v�������d�Z���š���&�}�Œ�u���Œ���>�������]�v�P���E���š�]�}�v���o�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(�������v�����]���v���D�µ�•�o�]�u�•��

�K�‰���Œ���š�]�À�������u�]�Œ�������o�P�Z���Á�����Ç���W���Œ�š�]���]�‰���š�������]�v�������v�����]���v���/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�����}�µ�v���]�o�����À���v�š���]�v�������v�������[�•�������‰�]�š���o�U�_���d�Z����
Lawfare Project, October 26, 2017, https://www.thelawfareproject.org/releases/2018/4/2/lawfare-
project-concerned-that-former-leading-national-council-of-canadian-muslims-operative-amira-elghawaby-
participated-in-canadian-international-council-event-in-canadas-capital. 

890 Ibid. 
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for the Ottawa Citizen�Û���$�)���2�#�$���#���/�#� �4�����-�$�/�$���$�5� �������0� ��� ���è�.���.� ���0�'���-�$�.�(���'���2�Û�����$�'�'���¨�§�Û��
which bans public employees in positions of authority from wearing religious 
symbols, such as a kippah, turban, or hijab, while at work. 891 Pointing to a 
contemporary poll expressing support for the ban,  the article stated that 
�é�0�)�!�*�-�/�0�)���/� �'�4�Û���/�#� ���(���%�*�-�$�/�4���*�!�����0� ��� ��� �-�.�����+�+� ���-���/�*����� ���.�2���4� �����)�*�/�����4���/�#� ���-�0�'� ���*�!��
law, but by anti -���0�.�'�$�(���.� �)�/�$�(� �)�/�Ú�ê892 Justin Trudeau commented that he disagreed 
�2�$�/�#�����'�"�#���2�����4�è�.���+�*�-�/�-���4���'���*�!�����0� ��� ��� �-�.�����)����� �3�+� ���/� �����#� �-���/�*�����'���-�$�!�4���#� �-���1�$� �2�.�Û��
while maintaining his support for her appointment. 893 Conservative Party leader 
���$� �-�-� �����*�$�'�$� �1�-� ���������0�.� �������-�0��� ���0���*�!���é���+�+�*�$�)�/�$�)�"���.�*�(� �*�)� ���2�#�*���#���.���(����� �����)�/�$-
Quebec, anti-Jewish and anti-�+�*�'�$��� ���-� �(���-�&�.�Ú�ê894 
 
�
�)����� �+�/� �(��� �-���¨�¦�¨�ª�Û���/�#� �����0� ��� �����"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���-� �)� �2� �����$�/�.�������'�'���!�*�-�����'�"�#���2�����4�è�.��
resignation after she sent a letter to college and university heads nationwide calling 
for the hiring of more Muslim, Arab, and Palestinian professors. 895 She specifically 
referenced the climate on campuses since October 7 and the start of the Israel-
Hamas war, suggesting that such a move would somehow serve to ease the 
tensions.896 ��� �.�+�*�)���$�)�"���/�*���#� �-���'� �/�/� �-�Û�����0� ��� ���è�.���	�$�"�#� �-�������0�����/�$�*�)�����$�)�$�.�/� �-�������.�����'� ��
��� �-�4�����"���$�)�������'�'� �����*�)�����'�"�#���2�����4���/�*���-� �.�$�"�)�Û���)�*�/�$�)�"�Û�����(�*�)�"���*�/�#� �-���/�#�$�)�"�.�Û���/�#���/���é�2�#���/���$�.��
�*�)���/�#� ���-�$�.� ���*�)�������(�+�0�.� �.���$�)�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�Ú�ê897 
 
Additional controversial comments made by Elghawaby appeared in columns in 
which she called for Canada to sever ties with the British monarchy because it is 
�-�����$�.�/�Û���.�0�+�+�*�-�/� �������$�.���-�(�$�)�"���+�*�'�$��� ���*�!�!�$��� �-�.��� �3��� �+�/���!�*�-���é�.�+� ���$���'���!�$�-� ���-�(�.-equipped 
�/� ���(�.�Û�ê�������1�*�����/� �����!�*�-�����0�.�'�$�(���+�-���4� �-���-�*�*�(�.���$�)���.���#�*�*�'�.�Û�����)������� �.���-�$��� ���������)�������������4��
a�.���é���*�(�$�)���)�/�Û�����0�-�*�+� ���)�����0��� �*-���#�-�$�.�/�$���)���.�/�*�-�4�/� �'�'�$�)�"�Ú�ê898 
 

Dr. El -Tantawy Attia  
 
Dr. El-Tantawy Attia is the executive director of the Masjid Toronto mosque and has 
been there since it opened its doors in 2002, in addition to serving on the Board of 

 

891 �:���•�•�����&���]�š�Z�U���^�����Y���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���Á���v�š�•���(�������Œ���o�����v�š�]-�/�•�o���u�}�‰�Z�}���]���������À�]�•���Œ���Œ���u�}�À�������}�À���Œ�����]�o�o���î�í�����}�u�u���v�š�•�U�_��
The Gazette, January 30, 2023, https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/legault-government-calls-
for-removal-of-federal-anti-islamophobia-representative. 

892 �W�}�•�š�u�����]�����E���Á�•�U���^�W�D�[�•���/�•�o���u�}�‰�Z�}���]���������À�]�•�}�Œ���]�v�(�µ�Œ�]���š���•���Y�µ���������U�_��Toronto Sun, January 30, 2023, 
https://torontosun.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-pms-islamophobia-advisor-infuriates-quebec. 

893 Ibid. 
894 Ibid. 
895 �^�]���Z���Œ�š�Z���������v���Œ�i�����U���^�Y�µ�����������Á���v�š�•�����v�š�]-Islamophobia adviser to resign after she calls for hiring more 

�D�µ�•�o�]�u���‰�Œ�}�(���•�•�}�Œ�•�U�_��National Post, September 14, 2024, https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/anti-
islamophobia-adviser-calls-for-more-muslim-professors. 

896 Ibid. 
897 Ibid. 
898 �W�}�•�š�u�����]�����E���Á�•�U���^�W�D�[�•���/�•�o���u�}�‰�Z�}���]���������À�]�•�}�Œ���]�v�(�µ�Œ�]���š���•���Y�µ���������U�_��Toronto Sun, January 30, 2023, 

https://torontosun.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-pms-islamophobia-advisor-infuriates-quebec. 
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Directors of IRC. 899 He previously worked in the reactor physics and nuclear 
analysis departments of Ontario Power General for over 27 years.900 ���#� ���é���*�2�)�/�*�2�)��
�(�*�.�,�0� �Û�ê�����.�������.�%�$�������*�-�*�)�/�*���$�.���&�)�*�2�)�Û�����'�.�*���-� �!� �-�.���/�*���������Û���2�#�$���#���.�#���-� �.���/�#� ���.���(� ��
building in Toronto. 901 The National Post has reported that, speaking about Masjid 
���*�-�*�)�/�*�Û�����-�Ú�����/�/�$�����#���.���*�+� �)�'�4���.�/���/� �����/�#���/���é�#� �-� �Û���2� ���!�*�'�'�*�2���/�#� ���/� �����#�$�)�"�.���*�!���/�#� ��
���0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���Ú�ê902 
 
Masjid Toronto is the same mosque where Toronto Imam Ayman Elkasrawy was 
�-�*�0�)���'�4�����*�)��� �(�)� �����!�*�-�������.� �-�(�*�)���$�)���2�#�$���#�Û����� �!�*�-� ���������-�*�2��� �����-�*�*�(�Û���#� ���+�-���4� �����é����
Allah! Count their [Jews] number; slay them one by one by one and spare not one of 
�/�#� �(�Û�ê���������$�)�"���é�������'�'���#�ß Purify Al -���,�.�����(�*�.�,�0� ���!�-�*�(���/�#� ���!�$�'�/�#���*�!���/�#� ����� �2�.�Ú�ê903 
Following the translation and publication of these remarks, Elkasrawy was 
suspended from his mosque and fired from Ryerson University, where he worked as 
a teaching assistant, while Toronto police opened a hate crime investigation. 904 
 
Since the scandal broke, there have been multiple attempts, including by 
Elkasrawy, to walk back his words and claim they were misinterpreted, specifically 
regarding the translation of the word danas �*�-���é�!�$�'�/�#�Ú�ê905 It was suggested that an 
���'�/� �-�)���/�$�1� ���/�-���)�.�'���/�$�*�)���(���4����� ���0�)��� �-�.�/�*�*�������.���é���'� ���)�.� �����'-Aqsa mosque from the 
��� �2�.�è����� �.� ���-���/�$�*�)���*�!���$�/�Ú�ê906 The fact that this alternative translation, which is itself 
debatable, is intended to somehow minimize the hateful nature of the sermon is just 
���.���/�-�*�0���'�$�)�"�Ú�����1� �)���$�)���$�/�.���é�.���)�$�/�$�5� ���ê���1� �-�.�$�*�)�Û���$�/���$�(�+�'�$� �.���/�#���/���/�#� �����'-Aqsa mosque, 
�2�#�$���#���$�.�����0�$�'�/���*�)�����0�����$�.�(�è�.��holiest site atop the Temple Mount, needs to be cleansed 
�*�!���/�#� ����� �2�.�è����� �.� ���-���/�$�*�)���*�!���$�/�Ú 
  

 

899 �^�K�µ�Œ���d�����u�_�U���/�•�o���u�]�����Z���o�]���(�������v�������U���v�X���X��https://www.islamicreliefcanada.org/about/our-team. 
900 Ibid. 
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Conclusion  
 
 
The findings of this report provide a clear picture of the depth of penetration that 
the Muslim Brotherhood network has achieved in Canada. Under the guise of 
charitable operations, organizations such as the Muslim Association of Canada 
(MAC) have succeeded in building a veritable multi -million dollar empire, while 
maintai ning strong links to the Muslim Brotherhood. Moreover, they have 
cultivated ties with and provided a Canadian entry point for funding vehicles such 
as Qatar Charity and Eid Charity, which have been connected to the Hamas-linked 
�é���)�$�*�)���*�!�����*�*���ê���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�/���!�0ndraising network. Similarly, the National Council of 
Canadian Muslims (CAIR-CAN/NCCM) has been able to maintain a legitimate status 
in Canada despite its proven association with its parent organization, the Council on 
American -Islamic Relations (CAIR USA), a self-described Muslim Brotherhood front 
organization with established ties to Hamas.  
 
These and other Canada-based organizations have been allowed to grow and spread 
radical Islamist ideology with seeming impunity, often benefitting from generous 
federal funding while doing so. In addition, highly -placed, well -respected Canadian 
nationals have held leadership roles within these organizations despite their proven 
connection to the Muslim Brotherhood. This includes, for example, Canadian 
national Jamal Badawi, who has led multiple Muslim Brotherhood �òaffiliated 
organizations and appeared as an unindicted co -conspirator in the Holy Land 
Foundation terrorist financing case, and Dr. El -Tantawi Attia, the executive director 
�*�!�������.�%�$�������*�-�*�)�/�*�Û���2�#�*���)�*�/�����'�4���+�-�*���'���$�(� �����/�#���/���é�#� �-� �Û���2� ���!�*�'�'�*�2���/�#� ���/� �����#�$�)�"�.���*�!��
�/�#� �����0�.�'�$�(�����-�*�/�#� �-�#�*�*���Ú�ê907 
 
What the report also shows is that these organizations and their radical ideologies 
have significant carry -over effects, most notably within the academic space. Student 
organizations such as Solidarity (or Students) for Palestinian Rights (SPHR) and the 
Mu�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)���ù�������ú���#���1� ���.�0����� �.�.�!�0�'�'�4���+�-�*�(�*�/� ����� �3�/�-� �(� �����)�/�$-Israel 
and antisemitic rhetoric on campus for decades. Far from engaging in meaningful 
discussion or attempting to gain a greater understanding of the complex realities of 
the Middle East, these groups have gone so far as to physically assault Jewish 

 

907 �^�����v�����o�o���������������š�����Z�]�P�Z�o�]�P�Z�š�•���š���v�•�]�}�v�����u�}�v�P�������v�����]���v���D�µ�•�o�]�u�•�U�_��National Post, February 7, 2011, 
https://nationalpost.com/holy-post/cancelled-debate-highlights-tension-among-canadian-muslims. 
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students and celebrate the horrific Hamas attacks of October 7 as laudable acts of 
resistance, ascribing full blame to Israel for the horrors that unfolded that day. Pro -
Palestinian protest encampments established by these groups have become hostile 
and dangerous spaces for Jewish students, as well as for anyone seeking to engage 
in meaningful dialogue. At the same time, leading labor unions in Canada have 
equipped teaching assistants and other faculty with radical anti -Israel propaganda 
tools to further in doctrinate and isolate students on campus at every available 
opportunity.  
 
Moreover, beyond establishing the impact of the Muslim Brotherhood network in 
Canada, this report also examines the worrying trend of foreign interference by 
entities associated with the Iranian regime and far -left groups tied to the Chinese 
Communist Part y, which both seek to sow chaos and discord in Canada and the 
West. Such revelations ought to lead to serious inquiries designed to uncover the 
extent to which the war in the Middle East and the exponential rise in anti -Israel 
and antisemitic sentiment are  being manipulated to promote disruptive foreign 
agendas wholly unrelated to the conflict.  
 
University campuses have played a key role in promoting such ideologies, as 
campuses across Canada have become hubs for dangerous attitudes and ideas that 
have subsequently spilled over into civil society and society in general. Here too, the 
present repor t has highlighted the extent to which student protests have been led 
and supported by pro -Hamas organizations such as Samidoun, which has recently 
been officially recognized as a terrorist entity in Canada, the United States and other 
countries.  
 
The fact that these groups have been allowed such a free hand in establishing the 
tone and perspective of anti -Israel activism nationwide is shocking. Now that the 
nature of their affiliations and the foundations of their ideology have been exposed, 
it is high time to reframe the narrative being promoted by their adherents. Groups 
that continue to support such radical, anti -Israel and antisemitic rhetoric must be 
further scrutinized to expose their extremist links, and far greater responsibility, 
accountabi lity, and authority must be assigned to government officials and 
academic leaders, who have seemingly turned a blind eye to such practices. 
 
Beyond the rhetoric, intelligence authorities in Canada have identified a real risk of 
�����/� �-�-�*�-�����/�/�����&���*�����0�-�-�$�)�"���é���/�����)�4���/�$�(� ���Þ�����)�������)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(���$�.���*�1� �-�2�#� �'�(�$�)�"�'�4���/�#� ��
motivating factor. 908 A secret assessment compiled by the Integrated Terrorism 
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Assessment Centre (ITAC) in June 2024, which was declassified in February 2025, 
found a specific nexus between the considerable increase in antisemitism and the 
�-�$�.�&���*�!�������é�1�$�*�'� �)�/�������/���*�!���/� �-�-�*�-�$�.�(�ê���*�����0�-�-�$�)�"���2�$�/�#�$�)���/�#� �����*�(�$�)�"���(�*�)�/�#�.�Ú909 ITAC 
�.�+� ���$�!�$�����'�'�4���-� �!� �-�.���/�*���/�#� ���é�-�$�.�$�)�"���/�$��� ���*�!�����)�/�$�.� �(�$�/�$�.�(�����)�����1�$�*�'� �)�/���-�#� �/�*�-�$���ê�����.��
�é��� �(�*�)�.�/�-���/�$�*�)���/�����/�$���.���#���1� ����� ���*�(� ���(�*�-� ���/���-�"� �/� �������)�������$�.�-�0�+�/�$�1� �ê�����)�����é�"�-�*�0�+�.���/�#���/��
are listed (terrorist) entities in Canada, namely al -Qaida, Hamas, Hezbollah have 
voice�����/�#� �$�-���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���!�*�-���/�#� ����� �(�*�)�.�/�-���/�$�*�)�.�Ú�ê910 These findings were shared with the 
Trudeau government, but it is unclear what, if anything, has been done as a 
result. 911 
 
Canada continues to enjoy a well-earned reputation as a hub of tolerance, freedom 
of expression, and diversity. Unfortunately, it is these very qualities that have made 
it such an attractive target for the spread of dangerous and extremist ideologies. 
These cornerstones of Canadian society, which are founded on the principles of 
freedom of speech and individual liberty, are critical national priorities that are 
being threatened and manipulated by increasingly powerful and influential groups 
that are seeking to sow discord from within. It is not enough to simply identify the 
issue. In order to meaningfully pursue and protect the freedom and tolerance that 
all Canadians seek and deserve, it is necessary to understand the threats the country 
faces and confront those seeking to exploit these privileges to instill divisiveness, 
hatred, and fear.  

 
 
Policy Recommendations  
 

Extremism and Radical Groups  
 
1. The Canadian government must recognize the widespread proliferation of 

Muslim Brotherhood networks in Canada and address the associated threats to 
�����)�������è�.���)���/�$�*�)���'���.� ���0�-�$�/�4�����)�����$�)�/� �-�)���'��cohesion. 

 
2. The Canadian government must establish mechanisms within federal and 

provincial government to effectively identify and ban entities that are engaged in 
subversive or anti -democratic activities, incitement to hatred, and the 
glorification of terrorism, and provide law enforcement with the resources to 
effectively carry out their mandate.  

 

909 Ibid. 
910 Ibid. 
911 Ibid. 
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3. The Canadian government must identify, track, and freeze g overnmental and  
non-governmental funding to entities with ties to radical, extremist, or terrorist 
organizations.  

 
4. The security services and government agencies must investigate the role of non -

democratic foreign entities, such as the government of Qatar, in promoting 
extremist ideology and supporting radical organizations. It is imperative to 
assess their level of penetration, areas of influence, and long -term goals in order 
to effectively manage the risks posed to Canada. 

 
5. The Canadian government must fully enforce existing federal sanctions against 

recognized terrorist entities such as Samidoun.  
 
6. The Canadian government must conduct governmental inquiries and initiate 

police investigations into organizations such as Islamic Relief Canada, which is 
closely linked to extremist and terrorist groups , and sanction and cut funding to 
such organizations if the findings support it.  

 

Campuses  
 
7. University administrators and federal and provincial government officials must 

address the unprecedented levels of anti-Israel and antisemitic activity on 
university campuses: introduce and enforce holistic and impactful policies to 
combat rampant antisemitism on campus; demand accountability from the 
leaders of the organizations involved; expose and cut funding, especially 
funding from foreign actors; provide antisemitism education and training to 
university administrations, faculty, and student associations; and ensure the 
safety of Jewish students. 

 
8. University administrators and federal and provincial government officials must 

continue to denounce the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement, 
which promotes hateful anti -Israel and antisemitic ideology, and firmly reject all 
attempts to impose academic boycotts against Israel. 

 
9. The government and relevant law enforcement and security agencies should 

investigate the sources of financial and ideological backing of the campus 
protests and encampments and the organizations behind them. Given 
revelations that these are largely mani festations of foreign interference 
campaigns by countries such as Russia, China, and the Iranian regime, there are 
significant national security implications.  
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General  
 
10. Federal and provincial government officials must enforce adherence to the 

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of 
Antisemitism at federal, provincial, and municipal level , and provide mandatory 
IHRA-based antisemitism education and training to all public servants.  

 
11. The Canadian government must formulate a national strategy to combat all 

forms and incidents of antisemitism in Canada by developing a way to measure 
it, establish ing a reporting system, creat ing policies and tools to fight it, and 
train ing the relevant entities to deal with it effectively.  

 
12. The Canadian government must encourage closer collaboration between US and 

Canadian law enforcement and intelligence agencies for the purpose of 
combating antisemitism, particularly when linked to global radical entities.  

 
13. The Canadian government must increase government support, funding, and 

training for police hate crimes units and prosecutors and equip them with the 
resources needed to meaningfully perform their duties.  

 
14. The Canadian government must ban the display of symbols and flags of terrorist 

organizations and hate groups that have been proscribed under the Criminal 
Code. 

 
15. The Canadian government must create mechanisms to enhance the ability of the 

police to properly confront violent demonstrations or events where criminal 
behavior is exhibited.   
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Abbreviations  
 
AFGJ Alliance for Global Justice  
AIRC see CIRC 
BDS Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 
BIF Benevolence International Fund  
CAF Canadian Arab Federation 
CAIR Council on American -Islamic Relations  
CAIR-CAN Council on American -Islamic Relations Canada (see also NCCM) 
CCP Chinese Communist Party 
CIC Canadian International Council  
CIC Canadian Islamic Congress 
CIJA Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs  
CIRC Council on American -Islamic Relations Canada 
CMAC Community Media Advocacy Centre  
CPCCA Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Antisemitism  
CPV Collectif Palestine Vaincra  
CRA Canada Revenue Agency 
CSU Concordia Student Union  
CUPE Canadian Union of Public Employees 
DARA Doctors against Racism and Antisemitism 
DEI Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion  
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation  
FCNA Fiqh Council of North America  
FPTV Free Palestine Television 
GZC Gaza Zakat Committee (see also IZS) 
HCI Human Concern International  
HLF Holy Land Foundation  
IAP Islamic Association for Palestine  
IAW Israel Apartheid Week  
ICCO Islamic Community Centre of Ontario  
ICNA Islamic Circle of North America  
IHRA International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance  
IIDCI  Islamic Information and Dawah Centre International  
ILF International Legal Forum  
IRC Islamic Relief Canada 
IRFAN  International Relief Fund for the Afflicted and the Needy 
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IRGC Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps  
IRS Internal Revenue Service 
IRW Islamic Relief Worldwide  
ISIJ Islamic Shia Ithna -Asheri Jamaat of Toronto (Jaffari Centre) 
ISNA Islamic Society of North America  
IUMS International Union of Muslim Scholars  
IZS Islamic Zakat Society (see also GZC) 
JIP Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan  
LCP Legal Center for Palestine 
MAC  Muslim Association of Canada 
MAS Muslim American Society  
MENA Middle East and North Africa  
MSA  ���0�.�'�$�(�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�) 
NAIT North American Islamic Trust  
NCCM National Council of Canadian Muslims (see also CAIR-CAN) 
NCRI Network Contagion Research Institute  
OFL Ontario Federation of Labour  
PACC Palestinian American Community Center NJ  
PFLP Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine  
PIC Palestinian Information Center  
PIJ Palestinian Islamic Jihad  
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization  
PYM Palestine Youth movement 
RCMP Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
RIS Reviving the Islamic Spirit  
ROKM Relief Organization of Kashmiri Muslims  
SAIA Students Against Israel Apartheid  
Samidoun Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network  
SID4P Shut It Down for Palestine  
SJP Students for Justice in Palestine 
SPHR  Solidarity (or Students) for Palestinian Human Rights  
SSMU ���/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����*���$� �/�4���*�!���������$�'�'�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4 
TFOM Temerty Faculty of Medicine  
TSJP Toronto Students for Justice in Palestine 
U of T University of Toronto  
UFA Unlimited Friends Association  
UQAM Université du Québec à Montréal  
USW United Steelworkers Union  
UTMSN �����*�!���������$�.�.�$�.�.���0�"�������/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����)�$�*�) 
UTSU ���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����*�-�*�)�/�*�����/�0��� �)�/�.�è�����)�$�*�) 
WAMY World Assembly of Muslim Youth  
WESPAC Westchester Peace Action Committee Foundation 
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YFS York Federation of Students 
YPU4P York Popular University for Palestine  
YUGSA ���*�-�&�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�è�.�����-�����0���/� �����/�0��� �)�/�.�è��Association 


