ANTISEMITISM 

IN CONTEXT OF TRADITIONAL  AND NEW POLITICAL-RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS IN EURASIA, XX – second decade of XXI

Course instructor: Prof Dr Vladimir Boyko

Altai State Pedagogical University

Department of World History, Faculty of History

E-mail: vboyko2001@yahoo.com 

Tel (mobile): +79039960539

Target group:  1st year MA students (12)

Weekly lectures and seminars (each of 90 minutes), in all 50 hours 

Course time: Fall 2017

Room 302, Molodezhnaya street 55, Barnaul 656031, Russia

COURSE rationale and objectives: 
As antisemitism is a long-time and deep-rooted phenomenon of ethno-political/ethno-social nature, spread across vast Eurasian  landmass since Jewish settlement here,  it's important to study underlined reasons of its emergence and current relevance, especially in Russia with her multinational/multi-confessional population, specific geopolitical location and stand. This course aims to acquaint students with controversial fortunes/misfortunes of the Jewish communities and antisemitic sentiments of host societies either on state or public level from comparative (Central & South Asian and Russian) perspective. Antisemitism will be put in a broader ethno-social and political-religious context as a particular negative reflection of  Asian personal/group/institutional attitude(s) to the first historical and cosmopoliticized  diaspora – Jews, which came across unprecedented challenges and  [re-]established eventually by the middle of XX its own national state – Israel.   

Spatially this course is focused on historical and current [Central] Eurasia, which includes Central & South Asia and Russia with their changing state borders and statehood(s), and features in depth  some regional (Siberian and Altai) dimension. This is made in order to specify different patterns of antisemitism and highlight its current varieties, as well prospects of solving/minimizing religious-political and other contradictions, threatening stability and even integrity of old and new states of above-mentioned macro-region. 

Course outline:

Week 1. Changing religious and geopolitical alignment in modern and contemporary Eurasia. Jews, Judaism and Israel versus antisemitism. Jewish question and antisemitism in Russia and outer Asia. Introduction to the course, its framework and thematic.

Week 2. Early modern statehoods in Russia and outer Asia in XVII – XIX and Jewish factor (from trader Jankel to revolutionary Ulyanov). The emergence of state and public antisemitism.

Week 3. Authoritarianism and nationalism in Eurasia against Jews in the first half of XX. Christian-Islamic troubled alliance and peaks of antisemitism 

Week 4. Soviets and Jewish question: [un] privileged marginals or in-shadow elite?

Week 5. Jewishness as a value and shortcoming in post-soviet Russia: encounters of antisemitism in besieged state

Week 6. Everyone is not aboriginal here: Jews in Asiatic Russia and Altai in XX – early XXI. Suggested Soviet projects of Jewish autonomy in Crimea and Altai  

Week 7. Jews in historical, Soviet and post-soviet Central Asia: going to tolerance on ill-paved track

Week 8. Bokharan Jews in Afghanistan: much-demanded players with closed agenda

Week 9. South Asia and Jews: between safe haven and slaughter (India and Pakistan cases)

Week 10. Islam, Islamism and Jews in Eurasia: where is the frontline against political-religious extremism and terrorism?
As course reading and other data for students are in Russian, these are not submitted here, whereas international bibliography on different foreign languages is extensively used by instructor. 
