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Georgetown University 
Walsh School of Foreign Service 

INAF/JCIV 188: Spring Semester, 2018 
 

Confronting Contemporary Antisemitism  
Distinguished Visiting Professor Ira Forman 

Center for Jewish Civilization1 
 
 

Wednesday:  11:00 am -1:30 pm (ICC 117)2 
 
Office Hours: For Mr. Forman (305-Q Bunn): Wednesday 9:30 AM-10:55 AM 
 
Contact information for Mr. Forman  

Mr. Ira Forman 
Distinguished Visiting Professor 
ICC 305-Q  
Email: mailto:if111@georgetown.edu 
 

Course Description:  This	course	will	examine	the	origins	and	background	of	
contemporary	antisemitism,	as	a	prerequisite	to	understanding	the	complex	nature	
of	today’s	antisemitism	and	the	wide-ranging	efforts	to	combat	it.		We	will	closely	
the	examine	the	U.S.	Government’s	role	in	combatting	antisemitism	in	recent	decade	
as	well	as	the	role	of	actors	in	civil	society	that	oppose	bigotry.		The	course	is	
specifically	focused	on	exploring	how	future	practitioners	in	the	fight	against	21st	
century	antisemitism—U.S.	State	Department	or	other	federal	government	
professionals,	Non-government	Organization	(NGO)	leadership,	civic	activists	and	
others—can	be	most	effective.		Students	will	study	the	varying	types	of	antisemitism	
in	different	parts	of	the	world,	how	to	assess	the	degree	of	threat	to	various	national	
Jewish communities	and	explore	the	tools	that	can	be	used	to	protect	these	
communities	and	to	push	back	against	anti-Semitic	hate	crime	and	hate	speech.	We	
will	study	the	cultural,	intellectual	and	ideological	origins	of	antisemitism	and	the	
Jewish	social	and	political	response	to	it.	The	following	questions	will	be	addressed,	
including:	what	are	the	roots	of	contemporary	antisemitism	and	what	makes	it	
different	from	its	pre-modern	and	theological	roots,	also	known	as	anti-Judaism?	
What	are	the	patterns	of	antisemitism	in	Eastern	and	Western	Europe?	Finally,	what	
are	the	implications	of	the	global	resurgence	of	antisemitism	and	whether	we	can	

                                                
1	Syllabus	content	is	subject	to	addition	and	changes	during	the	semester	
2	Except	the	first	class	on	January	17	when	the	class	will	start	at	12	noon	and	end	at	
1:30	PM.		Also	the	week	of	January	28th.		On	Wednesday,	January	31	I	will	be	
traveling	and	we	will	reschedule	the	class	for	another	time	on	Friday,	February	2.		
Starting	Wednesday,	February	14	our	class	will	move	from	Makom	to	ICC	117	for	
the	rest	of	the	semester.	



04.02.18	
	

2	
	

equate	antisemitism	and	anti-Zionism	in	an	ideological,	political	and	intellectual	
narrative?			
	
Learning	Goals:	This	course	will	attempt	to	provide	students	with	the	following	
skills	and	appreciations:		
	

1. To	learn	critical	thinking	in	connection	with	course	topics;		
2. To	enable	students	to	approach	the	problem	of	global	

antisemitism	by	analysis	(both	quantitative	and	qualitative)	and	
prioritization,	develop	an	understanding	of	organizational	culture,	
understand	the	tools	available	and	develop	the	ability	to	identify	
and	utilize	institutional	allies;	

3. To	understand	the	history	of	antisemitism;		
4. To	gain	an	understanding	of	the	nature	of	contemporary	anti-

Semitism;		
5. To	understand	the	roles	of	different	international	actors	who	

combat	anti-Semitism;		
6. To	understand	the	tools	that	actors	in	government	and	the	non-

profit	world	can	employ	to	combat	antisemitism	or	other	forms	of	
human	rights	abuse.	

	
	
Course	Requirements:	
Class	Attendance	and	Consistent	Participation:	Students	are	expected	to	attend	
all	meetings	of	the	course	and	to	have	carefully	completed	the	reading	assignments.	
Any	student	who	missed	more	than	one	class	will	write	a	2	page-long	summary	of	
the	class	readings	from	that	week.	All	the	summaries	are	due	no	later	than	a	week	
after	the	missed	class.		

Weekly	Critical	Questions:	For	each	class,	each	student	should	write	two	critical	
questions	about	the	weekly	readings	and	post	them	24	hours	prior	to	the	class.	
These	questions	should	probe	and	challenge	the	readings,	testing	their	arguments,	
evidence,	and/or	internal	coherence.	To	put	them	on	Blackboard,	go	to	
the	Tools	selection	on	the	course	site,	then	select	Discussion	Board.	You	will	find	a	
list	of	the	weeks	of	the	course,	click	on	the	appropriate	one.	Then	click	Create	
Thread.	You	can	then	type	your	questions	in	the	that	thread.	Please	include	your	
name	in	the	thread	title.		 

*Mid-term	Essay:	In	addition	to	fulfilling	reading	assignments,	critical	questions	
and	demonstrating	strong	class	participation,	students	are	required	to	submit	an	
exam	essay	no	later	than	March	1,	2018	and	a	research	paper	at	semester’s	end—	
April	30.			
	
Quizzes	on	films	and	readings	may	be	required	during	the	course	of	the	semester.		
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*Research	Paper:	(12	to	15	pages-long):	Every	student	will	write	a	research	
paper	on	his	or	her	topic.	Students	will	be	asked	to	pick	a	country	from	a	list	
provided	in	class,	analyse	the	nature	of	the	local	antisemitism,	that	country’s	
history,	the	nature	of	the	Jewish	community,	government	policy,	and	using	the	
techniques	of	analysis	and	tools	to	come	up	with	a	plan	to	protect	the	Jewish	
community	and	counter	antisemitism.		This	paper	will	be	based	on	comprehensive	
research	of	primary	and	secondary	sources.	The	research	topic	will	be	discussed	
and	approved	by	Professor	Forman.	Research	paper	is	due	no	later	April	30.			
	
Grades:	Letter	grades	are	awarded.	The	University	grading	scale	of	“A”	through	“F”	
is	used	in	this	class.		
*Note:	All	the	written	assignments	should	be	e-mailed	to	Professor	Forman.	
Please	note:	Late	submissions	will	result	in	an	automatic	grade	penalty	(unless	
justified	by	a	medical	note).	No	exceptions.	
	
Georgetown	University	Policy	on	Religious	Observance:	The	University	is	very	
respectful	of	all	religious	observance	and	of	the	requirements	of	such	in	the	lives	of	
its	students.	In	short,	when	your	religious	observance	calls	for	you	to	be	away	from	
class	or	to	need	a	deferral	from	assignments,	you	are	most	welcome	to	let	your	
professor	know	that,	so	that	an	adjustment	can	be	made	to	accommodate	your	
request.	Here	is	the	official	wording	of	the	University	policy	in	this	regard:	
“Georgetown	University	promotes	respect	for	all	religions.	Any	student	who	is	
unable	to	attend	classes	or	to	participate	in	any	examination,	presentation,	or	
assignment	on	a	given	day	because	of	the	observance	of	a	major	religious	holiday	
(see	below)	or	related	travel	shall	be	excused	and	provided	with	the	opportunity	to	
make	up,	without	unreasonable	burden,	any	work	that	has	been	missed	for	this	
reason	and	shall	not	in	any	other	way	be	penalized	for	the	absence	or	rescheduled	
work.	Students	will	remain	responsible	for	all	assigned	work.	Students	should	notify	
professors	in	writing	at	the	beginning	of	the	semester	of	religious	observances	that	
conflict	with	their	classes.	The	Office	of	the	Provost,	in	consultation	with	Campus	
Ministry	and	the	Registrar,	will	publish,	before	classes	begin	for	a	given	term,	a	list	
of	major	religious	holidays	likely	to	affect	Georgetown	students.	The	Provost	and	the	
Main	Campus	Executive	Faculty	encourage	faculty	to	accommodate	students	whose	
bona	fide	religious	observances	in	other	ways	impede	normal	participation	in	a	
course.	Students	who	cannot	be	accommodated	should	discuss	the	matter	with	an	
advising	dean.”		
	
Course	Outline	and	Required	Reading:	

All	the	readings	will	be	available	on	Blackboard	in	the	Readings	section,	with	the	
exception	of	the	following	books	that	can	be	purchased	at	a	book	store:	

	
Will	Eisner,	The	Plot:	The	Secret	Story	of	the	Protocols	of	the	Elders	of	Zion	
	

Class	1:	January		17		
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Introduction		
We	will	begin	with	an	overview	of	the	course	and	our	goals;	review	of	course	
requirements	and	discuss	changing	meeting	times	for	two	classes	that	conflict	with	
religious	holidays	
No	assignments	are	due;	syllabus	and	bibliography	to	be	reviewed;	
	
Class	2:	January	24		
Jewish	Demographics,	Why	Antisemitism?,	and	20th	Century	Antisemitism		

Classes	2	&	3	will	examine	historical	antisemitism,	examine	Jewish	demographics	
and	explore	different	theories	for	the	reasons	of	antisemitism.		In	Class	2	we	will	pay	
particular	attention	to	the	Nirenberg	readings	
Assigned	Reading:		
	

1. David	Nirenberg,	Anti-Judaism:	The	Western	Tradition	(New	York,	W.W.	
Norton	&	Company,	2013),	pp.	1-12,	129-134,	175-182,	239-245,	263-268,	
454-458	

2. Dennis	Prager	and	Joseph	Telushkin	Why	the	Jews:	The	Reason	for	
Antisemitism		pp.	3-30		http://jkrfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/07/prager-session-two11072016.pdf	

3. Ken	Stern,	Antisemitism	Today:	How	It	Is	the	Same,	How	It	Is	Different	and	
What	to	Do	To	Fight	It	(American	Jewish	Committee	[AJC]	publication)	
http://jkrfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/ANTISEMITISMTODAY.pdf		pp	7-14	chapter	
“What	is	AntiSemitism”	

4. Will	Eisner,	The	Plot:	The	Secret	Story	of	the	Protocols	of	the	Elders	of	Zion		
5. International	Holocaust	Remembrance	Alliance	(IHRA)	Memo	on	Spelling	of	

Antisemitsm	
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/sites/default/files/memo-on-
spelling-of-antisemitism_final-1.pdf		

6. Berman	Jewish	Data	Bank	on	World	Jewish	Population	
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/downloadFile.cfm?FileID=3394		
pp	4,6		(Optional	pp	37-67	for	detailed	information	on	the	Jewish	
demographics	in	individual	countries)	

7. Pew	Research	“The	continuing	decline	of	Europe’s	Jewish	population”	
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/02/09/europes-jewish-
population/		

8. Timeline	of	Jewish	History	and	Heritage	
http://www.odyeda.com/en/attachments/20160311_Jewish_Timeline_Odye
da_White.pdf		

9. Jewish	Virtual	Library:	Table	of	Jewish	Population	by	country	and	worldwide	
Jewish	population	1880-2016	http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-
population-of-the-world			

10. Henry	Friedlander,	The	Origins	of	Nazi	Genocide:	From	Euthanasia	to	the	Final	
Solution,	The	University	of	North	California	Press,	1995,	pp.	1-22	
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11. Walter	Laqueur,	The	Changing	Face	of	Antisemitism:		From	Ancient	Times	to	
the	Present	Day,	pp.	107-124.		http://jkrfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/07/as-class-laquerer-session-723072016.pdf		

 
	
Class	3:	February	2,	1:30	PM-	4:00	PM	in	Healy	106	
Christianity,	Anti-Judaism	and	Antisemitism	
(Guest	Lecturer,	Father	Dennis	McManus)	
A	wide-ranging	exploration	of	the	history	of	Christian	Anti-Judaism	and	how	it	
relates	to	more	modern	forms	of	antisemitism.	
	
Assigned	Reading:		

1. Lawrence	Schiffman,	“Introduction”	and	“The	Jew	by	Birth”	in	Who	Was	A	
Jew?:	Rabbinic	Perspectives	on	the	Jewish-Christian	Schism	(Hoboken,	KTAV,	
1985),	pp.	1–17.	

2. Robert	Chazan,	Medieval	Stereotypes	and	Modern	Antisemitism,	University	of	
California	Press:	Berkley,	Los	Angeles,	London,	1997,	pp.	1-40,	58-73,	125-
140.	

3. Lois	Dubin.	“Enlightenment	and	Emancipation,”	Modern	Judaism.	Eds.	N.	de	
Lange	and	M.	Freud-Kandel	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2005),	pp.	29-
41.	

4. Anthony	Julius,	On	Blood	Libels,	
https://engageonline.wordpress.com/2015/11/04/on-blood-libels-anthony-
julius-engage-journal-issue-3-september-2006/	
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents
/vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html	

5. To	Do	the	Will	of	Our	Father	in	Heaven	(Orthodox	Jews	respond	to	Nostra	
Aetate):	http://ccjr.us/dialogika-resources/documents-and-
statements/jewish/1359-orthodox-2015dec4	

6. The	Gifts	and	Calling	of	God	are	Irrevocable	(Vatican	statement	on	50th	
anniversary	of	Nostra	
Aetate):	http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/chrstuni/r
elations-jews-docs/rc_pc_chrstuni_doc_20151210_ebraismo-nostra-
aetate_en.html	

	
SUGGESTED	READING	

Website	that	contains	all	of	the	documents	of	the	Catholic-Jewish	dialogue	since	
1965:	http://www.ccjr.us/dialogika-resources	
 

	
	
Class	4:	February	7		
Assessing	and	Measuring	antisemitism	
To	combat	antisemitism	we	have	to	first	identify	what	outcomes	we	desire.		
Moreover	every	government	and	every	NGO	has	limited	resources	so	we	also	must	
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prioritize	where	and	when	we	want	to	employ	those	resources.		Therefore,	we	must	
use	the	available	data—	survey	research,	hate	crime	reporting,	etc.—	to	set	
priorities.		However,	all	the	available	data	sources	have	weaknesses	and	limitations	
so	we	must	first	understand	those	limitations	and	then	supplement	our	data	with	
anecdotal/non-quantitative	information	to	effectively	prioritize	and	focus	our	
efforts.			
Assigned	Reading:		

1. Survey	of	EU	Jewish	Communities	Undertaken	by	the	European	Union’s	
Fundamental	Rights	Agency	(FRA)		

a. FRA	Summary	of	the	findings	in	the	eight	largest	EU	Jewish	
communities	http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2013/jewish-
peoples-experience-discrimination-and-hate-crime-european-union-
member		

b. “Discrimination	and	hate	crime	against	Jews	in	EU	Member	States:	
experiences	and	perceptions	of	antisemitism”	
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2013/jewish-peoples-
experience-discrimination-and-hate-crime-european-union-member	
Read	Sections	2.3	and	2.4	pp	35-39.		(Click	on	the	top	publication	in	
the	right-hand	column	labeled	“Discrimination	and	hate	crime	against	
Jews	in	EU	Member	States:		experiences	and	perceptions	of	
antisemitism”)		

2. The	Kantor	Center	at	Tel	Aviv	University	Antisemitism	Worldwide	2016	pp	5-
10.			Also	chose	two	countries	or	regions	reported	on	and	read	the	section	of	
the	report	that	pertains	to	these	two	countries.			For	example	if	you	chose	the	
United	Kingdom	and	Scandinavia	you	would	read	pages	56-60	and	pages	22-
25.	
http://www.kantorcenter.tau.ac.il/sites/default/files/Doch_full_2016_17071
7.pdf		

3. Web	page	of	the	Office	for	Democratic	Institutions	and	Human	Rights	
(ODIHR)	of	the	Organization	for	Security	and	Cooperation	in	Europe	(OSCE)	
pertaining	to	antisemitic	hate	crime	in	2015	
http://hatecrime.osce.org/what-hate-crime/anti-semitism		

4. “ADL	Global	100:	An	Index	of	Anti-Semitism”	Executive	Summary	pp	1-51	
http://global100.adl.org/#map/weurope	

5. Excerpts	on	Anti-Semitism	from	the	2016	U.S.	Department	of	State	Country	
Reports	on	Human	Rights	Practices	
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/270416.pdf	Read	the	
country	reports	for	France,	Hungary,	Sweden,	Turkey	and	the	United	
Kingdom.		Be	prepared	to	contrast	the	tone	and	length	of	each	of	these	
reports	to	the	hate	crime	data	and	the	survey	research	readings	for	this	
session.	

Class	5:	February	14		
The	Role	of	the	U.S.	Government	in	Combatting	Antisemitism		
(Guest	Lecturer,	Amy	Lillis,	US	Foreign	Service	Officer	and	Rusk	Fellow	at	
Georgetown)	



04.02.18	
	

7	
	

	
The	Global	Anti-Semitism	Review	Act	of	2004	established	an	office	of	the	Special	
Envoy	to	Monitor	and	Combat	Anti-Semitism	(SEAS)	at	the	U.S.	Department	of	State.		
However,	the	SEAS	office	is	only	a	very	tiny	part	of	the	bureaucracy	at	the	State	
Department.		The	Department’s	embassies	and	consulate,	its	regional	bureaus,	the	
office	of	our	U.N.	Ambassador,	the	Democracy	Human	Rights	and	Labor	bureau	are	
among	the	many	offices	of	the	State	Department	that	determine	how	effective	our	
policies	to	combat	antisemitism	really	are.		The	National	Security	Staff	at	the	White	
House	and	of	course	the	President	also	play	a	vital	role	in	setting	and	implementing	
policies	in	this	arena	of	foreign	policy.		Moreover,	the	Secretary	of	State’s	own	views	
as	well	as	the	views	of	the	White	House	regarding	the	role	human	rights	should	play	
in	foreign	policy	also	effects	what	actions	the	U.S.	government	is	willing	to	take	to	
counter	antisemitism	around	the	globe.		Some	believe	that	given	all	these	offices	
who	are	engaged	in	this	effort	that	the	SEAS	Office	may	actually	hinder	the	effort	to	
counter	antisemitism.		We	will	explore	the	role	of	the	various	Executive	Branch	
actors	in	developing	and	implementing	our	antisemitism	policy.	
	
Assigned	Reading:	

1. David	Kennedy,	Atlantic	“What	Would	Wilson	Do”	
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/01/what-would-
wilson-do/307844/		

2. Walter	Isaacson,	Time	“Henry	Kissenger	Reminds	Us	Why	Realism	Matters,”	
http://time.com/3275385/henry-kissinger/		

3. Global	Anti-Semitism	Review	Act	of	2004	https://2001-
2009.state.gov/g/drl/rls/79640.htm		

4. The	Louis	D.	Brandeis	Center	for	Human	Rights	Under	Law	website	“Key	U.S.	
Special	Envoy	Position	is	Still	Vacant”	http://brandeiscenter.com/key-u-s-
special-envoy-on-anti-semitism-left-vacant/		

5. Roberta	Cohen,	“Integrating	Human	Rights	In	US	Foreign	Policy:		The	History,	
The	Challenges,	And	The	Criteria	For	An	Effective	Policy	Statement		
https://www.brookings.edu/on-the-record/integrating-human-rights-in-u-s-foreign-
policy-the-history-the-challenges-and-the-criteria-for-an-effective-policy/	

6. Human	Rights	First,	“Bipartisan	Legislation	would	Elevate	Status	of	U.S.	
Official	to	Combat	Antisemitism	Abroad	
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/press-release/bipartisan-legislation-
would-elevate-status-us-official-combat-antisemitism-abroad		

7. Ken	Stern,	Antisemitism	Today:	How	It	Is	the	Same,	How	It	Is	Different	and	
What	to	Do	To	Fight	It	(AJC	publication)	http://jkrfoundation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/ANTISEMITISMTODAY.pdf			pp.	25-43	C-SPAN	
Video	and	

8. Transcript	of	President	Obama’s	Address	honoring	four	new	Righteous	
Among	the	Nations	at	the	Israeli	Embassy	January	2016	–	read	the	transcript	
of	the	President’s	remarks	or	watch	the	last	21	minutes	of	the	video	
https://www.c-span.org/video/?403785-1/president-obama-remarks-
israeli-embassy		
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9. Atlantic,	”Why	Keep	State	Department	Special	Envoys?,”	August	30,	2017	
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/08/tillerson-
special-envoys/538377/		

 
	
Class	6:	February	21		
Anti-Semitism	in	Eastern	Europe	
(Guest	Lecturer,	Professor	Anna	Sommer	Schneider)	
	
Like	Hungary	Eastern	European	states	have	not	experienced	significant	anti-Israel	
antisemitism.		However,	xenophopic,	right-wing	and	neo-nazi	movements	are	a	
significant	problem.		In	this	session	we	will	start	with	examining	Poland	and	also	
look	at	how	some	of	the	same	issues	of	historical	antisemitism,	nationalism	and	
anti-immigrant	movements	are	also	threatening	both	small	and	medium	size	Jewish	
communities	in	a	number	of	states	which	were	once	part	of	the	Warsaw	Pact.	
Assigned	Reading:		
1. Michał	Bilewicz,	Mikołaj	Winiewski,	and	Zuzanna	Radzik,	Antisemitism	in	

Poland:	Psychological,	Religious,	and	Historical	Aspects.	
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311486760_Antisemitism_in_curre
nt_Poland_economic_religious_and_historical_aspects		

2. Michał	Bilewicz,	Ireneusz	Krzeminski,	Anti-Semitism	in	Poland	and	Ukraine:	
The	Belief	in	Jewish	Control	as	a	Mechanism	of	Scapegoating.	
http://www.ijcv.org/index.php/ijcv/article/view/74/pdf_8		

3. Jan	Błoński,	The	Poor	Poles	look	at	the	Ghetto,	in	‘My	Brother’s	Keeper?’	Recent	Polish	
Debates	on	the	Holocaust,	Antony	Polonsky,	ed.,	(Routledge	Oxford,	1990),	pp.	34-52.	

4. Anna	Sommer	Schneider,	The	Catholic	Church,	Radio	Maryja	and	the	Question	
of	Antisemitism	in	Poland,	in	“Resurgent	Antisemitism:	Global	Perspectives”,	
pp.	236-266.	

5. Zvi	Gitelman,	Soviet	Reactions	to	the	Holocaust,	1945-1991,	in	the	Holocaust	
in	the	Soviet	Union.	Studies	and	Sources	on	the	Destruction	of	the	Jews	in	the	
Nazi-Occupied	Territories	of	the	USSR,	1941-1945,	eds.	Lucjan	Dobroszycki,	
Jeffrey	Gurock,	pp.	3-27.	

6. Sima	Ycikas,	Lithuanian-Jewish	Relations	in	the	Shadows	of	the	Holocaust,	in:	
Bitter	Legacy.	Confronting	the	Holocaust	in	the	USSR,	ed.	Zvi	Gitelman,	Indiana	
University	Press	1997,	pp.	185-213.	

7. Forward,	7/17/17	,	“Meet	the	Jewish	Activist	Who	Boosts	Trump,	Netanyahu	
and	a	Powerful	Anti-Semitic	Polish	Priest”	
http://forward.com/news/377086/controversial-polish-jew-cheers-as-
trump-and-netanyahu-embrace-europes-far/		Jewish		

8. SF	Gate,	August	20,	2017,	“Jews	ask	Poland’s	leader	to	Denounce	Rising	
Antisemitism”	
https://www.apnews.com/06ec175984db44e2a83c6f26f5de74a5/Jews-
ask-Poland's-leader-to-denounce-rising-anti-Semitism	
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9. Spiegel	Online,	December	12,	2013	“Anti-Semitic	Carol	Causes	Uproar	in	
Romania”		http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/romania-anti-
semitic-christmas-song-causes-uproar-a-938703.html	

10. The	Guardian,	February	10	,	2018	“Polish	Jews	Fear	For	Their	Future”	
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/feb/10/polands-jews-fear-
future-under-new-holocaust-law-nazi-atrocities		

11. JTA,	January	27,	2018	“Poland	want	to	ban	the	term	‘Polish	Death	Camps.’	
There	are	historical	inaccuracies	on	both	sides	of	the	debate”			

https://www.jta.org/2018/01/27/news-opinion/world/poland-wants-to-ban-the-term-
polish-death-camps-there-are-historical-inaccuracies-on-both-sides-of-the-
debate#.Wm9uRrPctVY.facebook  

 
	
Class	7:	February	28		
Other	Actors	Combatting	Anti-Semitism		
(Guest	Lecturer,	Mark	Weitzman,	Director	of	Government	Affairs	for	the	
Simon	Wiesenthal	Center)	
The	Executive	Branch	of	the	U.S.	government	is	only	one	actor	involved	in	the	fight	
against	global	antisemitism.		As	we	read	last	week	it	was	the	Congress	that	wrote	
the	legislation	mandating	the	creation	of	the	SEAS	office.		In	addition	Israel	and	
many	of	our	European	allies	have	developed	policies	that	are	designed	to	protect	
vulnerable	Jewish	communities.		Perhaps,	most	importantly,	NGOs	and	other	civil	
society	organizations	are	critically	important	in	pushing	back	against	this	hatred.		
We	will	examine	the	role	all	of	these	institutions	have	played—	not	just	in	
combatting	antisemitism	but	also	in	the	larger	struggle	for	human	rights.	
	
Assigned	Reading:	

1.					John	J.	Mearsheimer	and	Stephen	M.	Walt,	The	Israel	Lobby	in	The	London	
Review	of	Books,	March	23,	2006.		Read	the	highlighted	paragraphs.					

2.					Gal	Beckerman	When	They	Come	for	Us	We	Will	Be	Gone:	The	Epic	Struggle	to	
save	Soviet	Jewry,	Chapter	2,	”Failure	May	Have	Become	our	Habit,	1963-
1964”	

3.					J.J.	Goldberg	Jewish	Power,	n	pp.163-176	

4.					AJC	Action	Plan	for	European	
Governments	https://transatlanticinstitute.org/sites/default/files/downloads/ajc-
calltoaction_1.pdf 	

5.					Letter	from	Co-Chairs	of	the	Bipartisan	Taskforce	to	Combat	Antisemitism	to	
Hungarian	Prime	Minister	
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Orban	https://teddeutch.house.gov/uploadedfiles/12.4.15_letter_to_pm_orb
an.pdf						

6.					Declaration	On	The	Realtion	of	the	Church	to	Non-Christian	Religions,	Nostra	
AetateProclaimed	by	His	Holiness	Pope	Paul	VI,	October	28,	
1965	http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/docu
ments/vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html	

7.					The	Times	of	Israel,	“17	Yemenite	Jews	secretly	airlifted	to	Israel	in	end	to	
‘historic	mission’”,	March	21,	2016	http://www.timesofisrael.com/17-
yemenite-jews-secretly-airlifted-to-israel/	

8.		Ira	Forman,	The	Times	of	Israel	“How	Our	Jewish	Organization	Combat	Anti-
Semitism”http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/how-our-jewish-
organizations-combat-anti-semitism/					

	
March	7:			No	Class,	Spring	Break	
	
Class	8:	March	14		
Hungary	2015:	A	Case	Study		
Hungary	has	the	fourth	largest	Jewish	population	in	the	European	Union.		According	
to	the	FRA	survey	of	2012	Hungarian	Jews	are	the	most	likely	of	the	European	Union	
Jewish	communities	to	have	thought	of	leaving	their	home	country	over	the	last	five	
years	because	of	antisemitism.		Yet	Hungarian	Jews	are	not	nearly	concerned	as	
western	European	Jews	of	violence	and	antisemitism	associated	with	anti-Israel	
sentiment	is	not	a	significant	problem.		However,	Hungarian	Jews	can’t	escape	the	
antisemitic	20th	history	of	their	country.		We	will	explore	this	history.		We	will	see	
how	history	defines	current	antisemitism	in	Hungary	and	how	it	relates	to	the	2015	
attempt	by	the	Hungarian	government	to	erect	a	statue	honoring	one	of	Hungary’s	
most	prominent	historians	and	one	of	Hungary’s	most	prominent	antisemite.		
	
Assigned	Reading:		

1. U.S.	Holocaust	Memorial	Museum	(USHMM)	web	site	“The	Holocaust	in	
Hungary:	Frequently	Asked	Questions”	
https://www.ushmm.org/research/scholarly-
presentations/conferences/the-holocaust-in-hungary-70-years-later/the-
holocaust-in-hungary-frequently-asked-questions#1	

2. The	Homan	Statue	in	Szekesfehervar:	A	case	Study		
3. Encyclopaedia	Britannica,	“Treaty	of	Trianon”	

https://www.britannica.com/event/Treaty-of-Trianon		
4. ”The	Impact	of	Trianon	on	the	Jews	of	Hungary”	

http://www.hungarianhistory.com/lib/tria/tria35.htm		
5. Hungarian	Spectrum,	three	articles	

http://hungarianspectrum.org/tag/treaty-of-trianon/		
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6. Reuters,	December	13,	2015,	“U.S.	‘shocked’	at	Hungarian	plans	to	honor	
WW2	anti-Semite”	http://www.reuters.com/article/us-hungary-jews-
statue/u-s-shocked-at-hungarian-plans-to-honor-ww2-anti-semite-
idUSKBN0TW0RG20151213		

7. Hungarian	Spectrum,	“Viktor	Orban,	The	Man	Responsible	for	the	Statue	
Honoring	anti-Semitic	Balint	Homan”	
http://hungarianspectrum.org/2015/12/16/viktor-orban-the-man-
responsible-for-the-statue-honoring-the-anti-semitic-balint-homan/		

8. USHMM	press	release	“Museum	Warns	of	Danger	In	Plan	To	Honor	
Antisemitism	Holocaust	Era	Government	Minister”	
https://www.ushmm.org/information/press/press-releases/museum-
warns-of-danger-in-hungarian-plan-to-honor-antisemitic-holocaust-era		

9. Reuters,	March	21,	2014,	“Anti-Semitism	taboo	under	threat	in	Hungary”	
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-hungary-antisemitism-
idUSKBN0E10E420140521	

10. Political	Capital:	Policy	Research	and	Consulting	Institute,	“Anti-Semitism	
and	anti-Semitic	Conspiracy	Theories”	
http://www.politicalcapital.hu/hireink.php?article_read=1&article_id=158	

11. Times	of	Israel,	July	21,	2017,	“Decrying	‘betrayal’	Hungary	Jews	say	
Netanyahu	ignoring	them”	http://www.timesofisrael.com/decrying-
netanyahu-betrayal-hungary-jews-say-pm-ignoring-them/	

12. New	York	Times,	February	10,2018,	“As	West	Fears	Autocrats,	Hungary	
Shows	What’s	Possible.	
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/10/world/europe/hungary-orban-
democracy-far-right.html		

	
	
March	21:			No	Class	
	
	
Class	9:	March	28		
The	Crisis	for	Jewish	Communities	in	Western	Europe	
France	and	other	western	European	countries	have	the	extreme	right,	ultra	
nationalist	antisemitism	that	characterizes	eastern	European	states.		But	most	of	the	
Jewish	communities	of	Western	Europe	are	also	fearful	of	the	violent	the	
antisemitism	coming	from	a	small	minority	of	their	fellow	Muslim	citizens.		In	the	
wake	of	the	2014	Gaza	conflict	and	the	subsequent	threats	to	Jewish	communities	
many	western	European	Jews	began	ask	if	it	was	time	to	think	of	emigrating.	
	
Assigned	Reading:		

1. 1.    Gunther	Jikeli,	Antisemitic	Attitudes	among	Muslim	in	Europe:		A	Survey	
Review,	https://isgap.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/Jikeli_Antisemitic_Attitudes_among_Muslims_in_
Europe1.pdf		
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2. James	Kirchick,	Daily	Beast,	1/10/15,	“Do	Jews	Have	a	Future	in	France	“	
http://www.thedailybeast.com/do-jews-have-a-future-in-france		

3. Jeffrey	Goldberg,	The	Atlantic,	April	2015	issue,	“Is	It	Time	for	the	Jews	to	
Leave	Europe”	
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/04/is-it-time-for-
the-jews-to-leave-europe/386279/		

4. Behind	the	Humanitarian	Mask:	The	Nordic	Countries,	Israel	and	the	
Jews			(2008)	by	Manfred	Gerstenfeld	(Author),	Foreword	by	Gert	
Weisskirchen	(Author)	pp.	89-100	

5. Eirik	Eiglad	THE	ANTI-JEWISH	RIOTS	IN	OSLO	pp.	9-36.	
6. New	York	Times,	9/23/14,	“Europe’s	Anti-Semitism	Comes	Out	of	the	

Shadows”	https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/24/world/europe/europes-
anti-semitism-comes-out-of-shadows.html?mcubz=0&_r=0	

7. Bo	Lidegaard,	New	York	Times	Opinion	2/26/15,	“Guarding	Denmark’s	Jewish	
Heritage”	https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/27/opinion/guarding-
denmarks-jewish-heritage.html?mcubz=0		

8. Re-read	from	Class	4	“Discrimination	and	hate	crime	against	Jews	in	EU	
Member	States:	experiences	and	perceptions	of	antisemitism”	
file:///Users/ira/Downloads/fra-2013-discrimination-hate-crime-against-
jews-eu-member-states-0_en.pdf		Read	Sections	2.3	and	2.4	pp	35-39.		

	
	
	
	
Class	10:	April		4		
Anti-Semitism	and	Hatred	of	Muslims	
Guest	Lecturer,	Arsalan	Suleman,	Fellow	at	GU	Institute	for	the	Study	of	
Diplomacy	and	former	Acting	US	Special	Envoy	to	the	Organization	of	Islamic	
Cooperation	(OIC). 
Most	of	the	literature	on	Muslim-Jewish	relations	address	tensions	between	the	two	
communities—	especially	in	Europe.		Yet	there	is	also	a	recognition	by	many	in	both	
communities	that	when	one	minority	community	is	threatened	in	a	society	other	
minorities	are	also	likely	to	become	victims.		How	are	antisemitism	and	Muslim	
hatred	the	same?		How	is	each	of	these	hatreds	unique?		What	tools	work	in	
combatting	both	types	of	hatred	and	what	tools	are	effective	with	combatting	one	
but	not	the	other?		How	are	the	tensions	between	Muslim	and	Jewish	communities	
an	obstacle	to	working	together?		We	will	also	discuss	what	challenges	American	
Muslims	face	in	the	era	of	Trump.	
	
	
Assigned	Reading:		

1. Aljazeera,	8/9/17,	When	anti-Semitism	and	Islamaphobia	join	hands”	
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2017/08/anti-semitism-
islamophobia-join-hands-170809084731114.html	
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2. Muslim	Jewish	Conference:	“7th	Annual	Conference:	2016”	
http://www.mjconference.org/media-ftp/reports/MJC2016-report.pdf	
Material	from	the	Muslim-Jewish	conference				Just	read	pp.	1-2,	5-6,	13-15	

3. Dr.	Faissal	Hameed	and	Mehri	Niknam	MBE	Co-Editiors	Confronting	
Antisemitism	and	Islamophobia:		An	exploration	of	their	socio-historic	and	
theological	roots	and	similarities.	pp.	34-44	

4. Jewish	Telegraphic	Agency,	7/7/17,	“Muslims	and	Jews	hammer	out	
strategies	for	blocking	bans	on	ritual	slaughter	and	circumcision:	
http://www.jta.org/2017/07/07/news-opinion/world/muslims-and-jews-
in-europe-hammer-out-strategies-for-blocking-bans-on-ritual-slaughter-
circumcision		

5. https://www.jta.org/2016/12/21/news-opinion/world/berlin-attack-highlights-
divide-over-refugees-in-fractious-german-jewish-community 

6. https://www.timesofisrael.com/why-palestinian-american-activist-linda-
sarsour-is-controversial/		

7. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/09/02/eur
opes-current-anti-migrant-rhetoric-carries-echoes-of-1930s-anti-
semitism/?utm_term=.26efefd452db		

8. https://www.ardi-ep.eu/osceodihr-and-eu-institutions-hold-joint-day-of-
action-against-antisemitism-and-anti-muslim-hatred-and-discrimination	

9. https://972mag.com/jews-stand-up-for-muslims-as-muslims-once-stood-
up-for-them/125014/		

10. http://bridge.georgetown.edu/islamophobia-the-right-word-for-a-real-
problem/ 	

	
Class	11:		Wednesday,	April	11		
Anti-Semitism	in	Other	Parts	of	the	World			
When	we	think	about	global	antisemitism	we	usually	envision	the	threats	faced	by	
Jewish	communities	in	Europe	or	perhaps	antisemitism	coming	out	of	Arab	states	
that	do	not	have	Jewish	communities	any	more.		However,	roughly	five	percent	of	
world	Jewry	lives	outside	Europe,	the	United	States	or	Israel.			Each	of	the	Jewish	
communities	in	these	countries	face	their	unique	forms	of	antisemitism.	
		
Assigned	Reading:		

1. Rifat	Bali,	ANTISEMITISM	AND	CONSPIRACY	THEORIES	IN	TURKEY		(Libra,	
2013)	pp	265-292,	347-360	

2. Washington	Post,	5/15/17	“A	Turkish	TV	Blockbuster	Reveals	Erdogan’s	
conspiratorial,	anti-Semitic	worldview”	
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-
post/wp/2017/05/15/a-turkish-tv-blockbuster-reveals-erdogans-
conspiratorial-anti-semitic-worldview/?utm_term=.8a726ef5fb13		



04.02.18	
	

14	
	

3. Roya	Hakakian,	Tablet	12/30/14	“How	Iran	Kept	Its	Jews”	
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-politics/187519/how-iran-
kept-its-jews		

4. Washington	Post	editorial,	4/23/15	“Argentina’s	president	resorts	to	anti-
Semitic	conspiracy	theories”	
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/conspiracy-
theory/2015/04/23/0d2d07ca-e90b-11e4-aae1-
d642717d8afa_story.html?utm_term=.d05a4fde2e93			

5. Enrique	Krauze,	New	York	Times,8/15/14	“Anti-Semitism	Stirs	in	Latin	
America”	https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/16/opinion/enrique-krauze-
anti-semitism-stirs-in-latin-america.html		

6. New	York	Times,	6/25/14,	“Buffeted	by	Tumult	Jewish	Population	in	Tunisia	
Dwindles”	https://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/26/world/africa/buffeted-
by-tumult-jewish-population-in-tunisia-dwindles.html?mcubz=0	

7. Wall	Street	Journal,	2/13/15,	“Tunisian	Jewish	Enclave	Weathers	Revolt,	
Terror;	Can	It	Survive	Girl’s	
Education”https://www.wsj.com/articles/insular-jewish-community-of-
djerba-tunisia-has-weathered-revolution-and-terrorism-but-can-it-survive-
girls-education-1423869146	

8. Haaretz,		5/20/14	“Why	Is	Greece	the	Most	Anti-Semitic	Country	in	Europe”	
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/features/1.591841		

9. Times	of	Israel,	7/25/14,	“Despite	vicious	anti-Semitic	rhetoric	South	African	
Jews	say	daily	life	not	disrupted”	https://www.timesofisrael.com/despite-
vicious-anti-semitic-rhetoric-south-african-jews-say-daily-life-not-
disrupted/		

	
	
Class	12:	April	18		
Antisemitism	in	the	United	States	
(Guest	Lecturer,	Jonathan	Greenblatt,	CEO	of	the	Anti-Defamation	League	)	
Until	this	past	decade	the	American	Jewish	community	was	the	largest	Jewish	
community	in	the	world.			Though	antisemitism	was	a	constant	throughout	
American	history	(most	prominently	in	the	first	half	of	the	twentieth	century)	
American	antisemitism	never	was	as	endemic	or	virulent	as	the	European	variety.		
Moreover,	in	the	last	50	years	Jewish	Americans	have	experience	an	unprecedented	
acceptance	in	American	society.			In	the	last	year,	however,	incidents	of	social	media	
antisemitism,	virulent	anti-Israel	sentiment	on	some	college	campuses	and	the	rise	
of	the	alt-right	has	many	American	Jews	asking	if	the	last	fifty	years	were	just	an	
aberration.	In	this	session	we	explore	historical	American	antisemitism,	American	
attitudes	to	Judaism	today	and	whether	recent	events	foretell	a	trend.			
	
Assigned	Reading:		

1. Vice	Documentary,	Charlottesville	https://news.vice.com/story/vice-news-
tonight-full-episode-charlottesville-race-and-terror		

2. Leonard	Dinnerstein,	Antisemitism	in	America	(Oxford	University	Press)	
1994	pp.	Read	pages	ix-xiii,	35-39,	58-61,	and	68-149.		
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3. U.S.	News,	3/20/17,	“Frightening	False	Alarms:		Despite	the	recent	wave	of	
threats	against	Jews,	the	U.S.	is	likely	not	becoming	more	anti-Semitic”	
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2017-03-20/is-
america-becoming-more-hostile-toward-jews	

4. Chicago	Tribune	Editorial,	10/28/2016	
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/editorials/ct-antisemitism-
resurgent-trump-nazi-clinton-edit-md-20161028-story.html		

5. ADL	Survey	2016:	An	Anti-Defamation	League	Survey	
https://www.adl.org/sites/default/files/documents/ADL_MS_Survey_Pres_1
_25_17.pdf		

6. Jewish	Virtual	Library,	“Antisemitism	in	the	United	States:	Statistics	on	
Religious	Hate	Crimes”	(based	on	FBI	reports)	
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/statistics-on-religious-hate-crimes		

7. Jewish	Virtual	Library,	”ADL	Audit	of	Anti-Semitic	Incidents	
2016”http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/adl-audit-of-anti-semitic-
incidents-2016	

8. Washington	Post,	2/17/17	“Is	anti-Semitism	truly	on	the	rise	in	the	U.S.?	It’s	
not	so	clear”	https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-
faith/wp/2017/02/17/is-anti-semitism-on-the-rise-does-anyone-
care/?utm_term=.097905b4baa1		

9. Pew	Research	Center:	Religion	and	Public	Life	“How	Americans	Feel	About	
Religious	Groups.”	http://www.pewforum.org/2014/07/16/how-
americans-feel-about-religious-groups/		

	
	
	
Class	13:	April	25		
Anti-Semitism	and	its	relation	to	criticism	of	Israel	
Many	analysts	of	antisemitism	see	the	development	of	a	new	strain	of	this	disease	
arising	since	the	Holocaust	and	gaining	particular	strength	in	the	21st	century.		This	
“new”	antisemitism	eschews	the	blatant	racial	hatred	of	Jews	that	characterized	the	
first	half	of	the	20th	century	and	focuses	laser-like	on	the	state	of	Israel—judging	
Israel	to	standards	that	other	nation	states	are	not	held.		In	this	session	we	will	
address	many	questions.		Is	this	type	of	criticism	of	Israel	truly	antisemitic?		If	so	
how	do	we	distinguish	between	legitimate	criticism	of	Israel	and	antisemitism?		
What	is	the	U.S.	policy	toward	this	type	of	criticism	of	Israel?		Why	has	the	United	
States	supported	efforts	to	codify	a	working	definition	of	antisemitism?			What	kind	
of	strategy	should	we	develop	to	counter	21st	century	antisemitism.	
	
Assigned	Reading:		

1. U.S.	Department	of	State,	“Defining	Antisemitism”	
https://www.state.gov/s/rga/resources/267538.htm		

2. Andrew	Baker,	Times	of	Israel	”To	fight	anti-Semitsm	first	define	it	
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/to-fight-anti-semitism-first-define-it/	
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3. Tony	Klug,	Haaretz,	7/30/17,	“If	Isreal’s	Occupation	Doesn’t	End,	
antisemitism	Worldwide	will	rise	to	Sinister	Heights”	
Heights”,http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-1.803741	

4. Sara	Yael	Hirschhorn,	Haaretz,	8/2/17,	“Israel	Doesn’t	Cause	Antisemitism:		
Anti-Semites	Do”	http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.804494		

5. House	Judiciary	Committee	Hearing,	November	7,	2017		Examining	Anti-
Semitism	on	College	Campuses.	Read	the	Testimony	of	Dr.	Barry	
Trachtenberg,	Paul	Clement,	Jonathan	Greenblatt	(pp.	11-18),	Ken	Stern	(pp.	
1-15)		https://judiciary.house.gov/hearing/examining-anti-semitism-
college-campuses/		

6. Jewish	Voice	for	Peace	press	release,	3/20/15,	“Criticism	of	Israel	Is	Not	
Antisemitism”		https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/criticism-of-israel-is-not-
anti-semitism/		

7. Forward,		8/12/17,	“Anti-Semitism	Czar		Doubles	Down	on	‘Deligitimizing	
Israel’	Definition:	http://forward.com/news/319031/anti-semitism-czar-
doubles-down-on-delegitimize-israel-definition/		

8. Vox,	1/12/17,	“German	court	rules	that	Firebombing	a	synagogue	is	not	anti-
Semitic”	https://www.vox.com/world/2017/1/13/14268994/synagogue-
wuppertal-anti-semitism-anti-zionism-anti-israel		

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	


